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Introduction

Over two days in June 2018, a group of 16 scholars met in Honolulu to share their re-

-

methodologies, academic traditions, and areas of research, all looking inward towards 

-

collection highlight, whales regularly feature in accounts of voyaging traditions, often 

also forces a reimagining of scale and time in ways that disrupt the predominance of 

volume explore what whale and whaling histories look like from the ocean, as well as 
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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surface, together they speak to the historical importance and continued resilience of 
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thousands of mixed-race whaling crews moved into the far reaches of that ocean in 

-

in fact, many seafarers of this era expressed a level of wonder and sentimentality to-

-

dition to the strict social and economic hierarchies that emerged on nineteenth-century 

-

-

the commercial whaling industry, it is easy to overlook the capacity of whalers to express 
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of 1840, for example, Francis Olmsted witnessed the lancing of a pilot whale that, min-

-

1

-

2

3

-
4

-

Incidents Of A Whaling Voyage To Which Are Added Observations On The Scene-
ry, Manners And Customs, And Missionary Stations Of The Sandwich And Society Islands (New York: D. 

Journal Aboard the Bark on a Whaling Voyage to Scammon’s 
Lagoon, Winter of 1858–1859

The Whale and His Captors; or, The Whaleman’s Adventures, and the Whale Biogra-
phy, as Gathered on the Homeward Cruise of the “Commodore Preble”

Animals in Human Histories: The Mirror of Nature 
and Culture
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-

-



RCC Perspectives

-

-

en route 

B
-

-

-

-

thousands of men of color a way to achieve some sense of freedom, self-respect, and 

-
5 

Native American Whalemen and the World: Indigenous Encounters and the Contin-
gency of Race
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-

-
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-

-

and percolated into the whaling world of the 1800s, particularly for whalers of Euro-

-

ternal instincts and actions of female whales, all struck a chord with many of the men 

Black Jacks: African American Seamen in the Age of Sail -

Rites & Passages: The Experience of American Whaling, 1830–1870 -

Leviathan: The History of Whaling in America. -

Animals in Human Histories: 

The Mirror of Nature and Culture

Native American Whalemen and the World: Indigenous Encounters and the 

Contingency of Race
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-

-

rians of capitalism and niche markets attuned to cultural meaning, social relationships, 

Emelia out of 

Emelia

Rattler 

Rattler

-
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A Voyage to the South Atlantic and 
-

merce
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-

-

-

veloped around sperm oil and spermaceti wax along with an industrial infrastructure of 

fecal matter that occasionally clogged up whale intestines, unless expurgated, in which 

-

other scholars have ruminated at length on the differential value of sperm whale teeth in 

-

-
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-

-

-

Adam

-

-

-

-
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-

tabua sold at art 

-

In Pursuit of Leviathan: Technology, In-

Mysterious Creature

Ingenious Contrivances, Curiously Carved: Scrimshaw in the New Bedford 

Whaling Museum.

Entangled Objects: Exchange, Material Culture, and Colonialism in the Pa-
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M

-

land hosted shore-whaling stations from 1829 until the industry declined from the 1850s 

-

mies and networks and fostered the development of long-standing, cross-cultural settle-

i 

1

ori women and men played crucial roles in the development and success of the in-

2

station was also a site of environmental encounter, straddling the marine and terrestrial, 
3

Webs 

t
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argue that indigenous understandings of the ocean, which have gendered dimensions, 

-

-

i Tahu Women and the Ocean

-

-

-

In/visible 
Sight.
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-
4 

-

-

ori women held important economic roles and were political 

5 6

-

sia, which were applied to particular local circumstances to help explain the world and 

7 -

8

The Encyclopaedia of Maori Myth and Tradition

Shifting Centres: Women and Migration in New 

 = He k rero n  Te Waipounamu 

Traditional Stories
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ori 

women and the sea, however, are rarely noted in most accounts of the nineteenth-cen-

tury shore-whaling industry, where the dominant narrative remains focused on stations 

t -

9

-

ori knowledge and traditions in 

whaling as a commercial activity did not displace these enduring forms of engagement 

10 

10 Traditional Stories
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p

11

12 

as well as t

-

13

11 Traditional Stories
12 Roving Mariners: Australian Aboriginal Whalers and Sealers in the Southern 

Oceans 1790–1870
13 Traditional Lifeways of the Southern Maori
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14

-

M

ori accounts of the natural world and its formation highlight the importance of look-

-

maritime communities drew upon personal connections forged through marriage and 

-

-
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The Welcome of Strangers: An Ethnohistory of Southern Maori -

Maritime History as Global History -

‘Murihiku’ Re-viewed: A Revised History of Southern New Zealand from 1804 to 

1844

In/visible Sight: The Mixed-Descent Families of Southern New Zealand -
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and accompanying stories appeared in local news columns in four English-language 

and the 

Polynesian.1

-

ties, while sailing from one island port to another, or while engaged in short cruises in 

Polynesian
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-
2

-

3 Poly-

nesian

4

-

arrivals and departures at the port of Honolulu as well as sightings and catches taken 

-

-

2 Polynesian
3 Polynesian Polynesian Polynesian

Polynesian
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5

-
6

7 and in late 1856, their company chartered the schooner Haalilio, with 

8

-

-

9

-

10

, the southern 

Minutes Paradise of the 

6 
7 

Polynesian
9 Polynesian

Polynesian -
cial Advertiser Hawaiian Gazette

10 
Poly-

nesian Polynesian
Hawaiian Gazette
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11

12 as well as 
13

14 with two or three new 
15

16

-
17 -

terprise at Hilo in the spring of 186918

1870,19

-
20

21 

11  
12 

13 Polynesian
Hawaiian Gazette

 Polynesian

15 
16 

Hawaii and Its People

17 
 Hawaiian Gazette

19 
20 Hawaiian Gazette

21 Hawaiian Gazette
Commercial Advertiser Hawaiian Gazette
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-

22 -

Sharon

23

-

24 Others include John Freeman, who in 1847 received exclusive whaling rights 

25

26

-

27

22 Hawaiian Gazette
23 Polynesian

 
25 Privy Council Privy Council

26 Polynesian
27 Paradise 
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-

Live Yankee 28

29

Laanui
30

-

Annie Anne] 

 Annie secured two whales 
31 

32

33

Friend, Hawaiian Gazette, 

, and the Polynesian

recorded documentation of the small enterprises centered at strategic locations on the 

-

-

which returned to island ports with catches including whale, seal, shark, and/or turtle 

 
29 Polynesian

Commercial Advertiser Polynesian
Advertiser, Hawaiian Gazette Hawaiian Government
Collector General Hawaiian Gazette
Commercial Advertiser Hawaiian Gazette

30 Polynesian
31 Hawaiian Gazette

32 Hawaiian Gazette
33 Hawaiian Gazette
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-
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1 -

2

-

-

-
3
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-



-

-

-

-

exploitation of whales, and the traditional hunting of whales or the harvesting of the 

-

-

4

The Islands and their Inhabitants
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5

6

island of Ovalau in 1840, remarked on how local seafaring did not cater for the hunt-

7

8

-

9

Society,

Emerald 



-

10 -

 

Spy 11

12

13 -

 

10 Peru 

11

12
Society

13
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14

Nim-

rod

Nimrod had arrived in 

Nimrod

possessed large whale teeth, so he captured the mate and crew, and demanded from the 

15

16

-

-
17 vunivalu 

-

-

soro
18

15
16 Apologies to Thucydides: Understanding History as Culture and Vice Versa 

17



-

pean curios, a speaker of many languages, and a leader with, implicitly, European ideas 
19 vasu, 

20

19
 A History 

20 vasu
The Islands and their Inhabitants

United 

Group, Honolulu 

122.
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-

-

21

22 -

23

21

22 Transactions of the 

23



Memoir of the Reverend William Cross, Wesleyan Missionary to the Friendly and 

Feejee Islands, with a Short Notice of Early History of the Missions.

Broken Waves: A History of Fiji in the Twentieth Century

Degei’s Descendants: Spirits, Place and People in Pre-Cession Fiji. -

Matanitü: The Struggle for Power in Early Fiji.





1

2 

3

The Sounding of the Whale: 
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4

its waters, straining a population that had likely dropped to fewer than one thousand 

5

6

7 

8

The Marine Mammals of the Northwestern Coast of North America (New York: 

Eye of the Whale
Spectacular Nature: Corporate Culture and 

Union



51

9

10

11

close-up look at a gray whale, and news coverage of her release drew attention to the 

12

13 

10
11

12

13 Make It a Green Peace! 
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education department regularly held puppet shows for visiting school groups that 

14

15

Gigi
15 Saving the Gray Whale
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16

16
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1

-

-

southern coast, the location of the treaty port at Hakodate, which hosted hundreds of 

D t
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-

-

-

-

-

processed the carcasses, and then loaded oil and salted meat on coastal trading ships 

of the carcass, and in most cases an allotment of rice for the days spent cleaning the 

-
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-

-

hinterland nearly one thousand kilometers from the capital region of Edo, could also 

easily appropriate a portion to create local sources of whale products for their own 

-

-

-

-
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-
2 

-

buiku h g  

-

whales with poisoned spears, impaling them at sea and then waiting for the dead 

was one small indication of how Japanese appropriation of a seemingly minor task 

Past and Present 
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-

-

Bringing Whales Ashore: Oceans and the Environment of Early Modern Japan. 

Beyond Ainu Studies: Changing Academ-

ic and Public Perspectives, 

Sakhalin: A History.

The Conquest of Ainu Lands: Ecology and Culture in Japanese Expansion, 1590–

1800

Past and Present
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-

-

went hand-in-hand with the development of a strong, internationally competitive Japan, 

with slogans such as fukoku ky hei

-

-

teenth century into a more modern pelagic whaling industry took place while Japan 

1 

-

Japan at Nature’s Edge: 
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sion in and around Japan in the mid-nineteenth through early twentieth centuries also 

-

rial development took advantage of the argument for open marine territory even as they 

closest to the Japanese islands in the west, there were few whaling groups outside this 
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-

-

supported monopolistic corporation, using the same iron-hulled whaling ships and a 

system very similar to the pelagic whaling of other modern industrial whaling nations, 
2

-

loans, or sometimes supported regional or domainal income through the taxes and fees 

-

mains were known as kuni

-

Japan‘s Whaling: The Politics of Culture in Historical Perspective
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-

presented another opportunity to rework the Japanese whaling industry within a com-

-
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a foothold in the far north, supplanting the Japanese interests that were expanding into 

-

-

-

-
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-

model of other nations already commanding marine resources, thus making Japan an 

-

Hogei zushiki

-

ri 
3 He showed a distinct 

-

for a growing population, and offered an opportunity to move some of that growing 

-

ri 
Hogei 

zushiki
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-

-

-

with local coastal whalers was much less of an issue for early whaling corporations than 

-

-

Bringing Whales Ashore: Oceans and the Environment of Early Modern Japan

Japan’s Whaling: The Politics of Culture in Historical Perspective
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Japanese archipelago, and to identify whale-meat foodways in Japan in order to illustrate 

-

some species of dolphins and pilot whales, and driving-hunting for some species of dol-

-

The Cove in 2009, the two 
1 

Berardius bairdii

is limited to the area of the eastern coast of the Japanese archipelago and its meat and 

-

Globicephala macrorhynchus:
Pseudorca crassidens.
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some truth are rarely true for more than one or two of the 75 different whale 

all the characteristics found among the various species, such that the whale 

2 

-

3 -

11 Essays on Whales 
and Man

Nihon kinkai ni iru geirui
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Delphinus 

delphis Lagenorhynchus obliquidens

and ways of consumption have greatly changed in relation to the ecological and political 

-

-

4

in Nippon no Shokuseikatsu Zenshu
5 The Collections covered all 47 prefectures and one indigenous ethnic mi-

Environmental 
History 

Nippon no shokuseikatsu zenshu 
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The Collections reveal that 26 of the 47 prefectures had at least one kind 

kujira-gumi

The Collections 

-

The Collections

which is why The Collections

-

6

that even today, long after they have stopped whaling, whale meat is consumed mostly 

-

-

Chosa fukusanbutsu: Todofukenbetsu ryutsuryou (suitei)
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the creation of whaling specialist teams, known as kujira-gumi

all kujira-gumi 

Eubalaena japonica

Eschrichtius robustus Megaptera novaeangliae

Balaenoptera borealis Balaenoptera physa-

lus  Kujira-gumi 

-

 kujira-gumi Daigo-gumi 

-

kujira-gumi es-

Daigo-gumi Berardius bairdii

-

kujira-gumi

7

easily, thus the consumption of whale meat in dried form, locally called tare

Daigo-gumi 8

Small-type coastal whaling in Japan: Report of an international workshop, 

bunka kiyo 
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introduction of the modern whaling method in Japan during the early twentieth century, 

was consumed locally as dried tare

9 10

11 -

Eriobotrya 

japonica

-

ing produces tare 

Tare 

tare

Buri no nushi to wada no gyogyo

10
11 Boso no hogei
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tare Obon holiday, held in 

-

-

 Kujira wo ikiru

Za kujira 

 Kujira to hogei no bunkashi

Hogeimondai no rekishi syakaigaku  

Hogei
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Balaena mysticetus, concentrates this krill into their hundred-

-

-

-

-

who hunted them with expectations of a world constantly reincarnating and never easy to 
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hunters found thirty-three worn, unshaven people limping their way southeast across the 

Citizen

1

-

2

-

-

The Arctic Whalemen or Winter in the Arctic Ocean 

 Arctic Whalemen



the umiaks

 umiak

-

sic] to 
3

umiak 
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-

Umiak

-

whole human history, containing centuries of victory and defeat, expansion and retrac-

tion, trade and hardship, with all the meanings of alliances and recriminations, linked 

whale minds could speak of the future, and in dying, whales made men and women 

-

Umiaks -

-



-

-

from distant oceans was an intimate part of domestic and civic life for people who had 

Citizen -

4 

-

-

steerers received from an eighth to a hundredth, and inexperienced seamen as little as 

5

6 However, despite writing 

 Arctic Whalemen
Polynesian
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-

-

Francis

7

-

what is a whal



-

-

Sivuqam Nangaghnegha Siivanl-

lemta Ungipaqellghat, Lore of St. Lawrence Island, Echoes of Our Eskimo Elders, Volume 1: 

Gambell.

Whales, Ice, and Men: The History of Whaling in the Western Arctic. 

-

The Bowhead Whale. 

 A Year with a Whaler.

Rites and Passages: The Experience of American Whaling 1830–1870. 

Eskimo Essays: Yup’ik Lives and How We See Them. 

The Arctic Whalemen or Winter in the Arctic Ocean. -

Ancient Land: Sacred Whale: The Inuit Hunt and its Rituals. 
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Indigenous Ways to the Present: Native Whaling in the Western Arctic. 

Kiavallakkikput Agviq

Annals of the Association of American Geogra-

phers

Environmental History

 



-

-

attempting to prove that the whaling station there was illegally using whale meat to feed 

-

-

-

-

-

-
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-

meat deposited on shore every year, along with the full employment that came with the fox 

took note of the increasing catches of gray whales and wondered how they could consti-

-

-

1

-

Alaska Geographic



-

-

2

-

Ocean Warrior: My Battle to End the Illegal Slaughter on the High Seas
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3

4

Rainbow Warrior had escaped, and dictated its story over the wires to the 

5

The Whale War
Christian Science 

Monitor,
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an angry letter to Rainbow Warrior

-

6

7 -

8

9 -

-

-

6 Nome Nugget
7 Nome Nugget,

Nome Nugget,
9 Nome Nugget,
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10 -

11

-

-

-

reinforce, continued to operate through the same whales that had always crossed and re-

10
 Arctic

11 Ocean Warrior
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Whales & Nations: Environmental Diplomacy on the High Seas

Inuit, Whaling, 

and Sustainability.

Warriors of the Rainbow: A Chronicle of the Greenpeace Movement from 1971 to 

1979.

Arctic Adaptations: Native Whalers and Reindeer Herders of Northern Eurasia

Ocean Warrior: My Battle to End the Illegal Slaughter on the High Seas
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-

-

Unearthed

-

-

-

-

-
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ruwe 

Kringkari, 

-

with Kringkari, and perhaps suffering from cultural and social upheaval after decima-

-
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-

South Aus-

tralian

he could see the physical harm the whalers were causing the women, as venereal disease 

-
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Kringkari

telling others of the arrival of Kondoli Ngatji 

Ngatji is very 

Kondoli was a large and strong man 

Kondoli

-

1 -

-

whale carcasses each year as wasteful, disrespectful, and if the proper ceremonies were 

ceremonies and practices around the consumption of the whale meat, though if they did 

not, those whose Ngatji was Kondoli 

-

-

-

1 South Australian Register
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-

-

-

-

-

-

through the alienation of their land and dissuaded from working in more mainstream 

industries through lack of payment or other unfair conditions that disadvantaged them 

-

-

-
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-

-

-
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Ngarrindjeri Wurruwarrin: A World That is, Was, and Will Be.

-

Records of the South Australian Museum

Colonia-

lism and its Aftermath: A history of Aboriginal South Australia

Proceedings of the 

Royal Geographical Society of Australasia, South Australian Branch

Roving Mariners, Australian Aboriginal Whalers and Sealers in the Southern 

Oceans, 1790–1870.

Unearthed: The Aboriginal Tasmanians of Kangaroo Island -

-
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Culture

-

1

stored a large supply of dried salmon, entered the whale, and returned the surviving 

2 

-

-

3 However, as this 

-

University of Washington publications 
in Anthropology

Indian Tribes 
of Washington Territory

International Journal of American Linguistics
American Anthropologist 

American 
Anthropologist

 Ethnology
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traditions that record the presence of whales and the practice of whaling in Puget 

-
4

5

Stex

recalls a story wherein whales once lived in an inland lake at the present-day town 

Ore-
gon Historical Quarterly

Haboo: Native America Stories from Puget 
Sound
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6 Tso’4kobed -

thic times Tso’4kobed Gishwa’dis, which 

7 

-

Qwu?gwes

8

Qwu?gwes.9

10

-

-

-

the meat from the sides of the whale, and when this part was cut into portions 

11

 

Qwu?gwes
, Qwu?gwes, 127.

10
11 Early History of Thurston County, Washington, Together with Biogra-
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-
12

-

13

for salmon, called a ca’sab-1d

14

-

15

-

12 The Washington Historical Quarterly 
13 Notes on the Ethnology of the Indians of Puget Sound

Ethnology
15 Twana Narratives: Native Historical Accounts of a Coast Salish Culture
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16 

-

17

-

18

-

19

16 Twana Narratives
17

Culture 

19
Perspectives
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The Indians of Puget Sound.

Be of Good Mind: Essays on the Coast Salish

American Antiquity 

Coast Salish Essays.

The Sea is My Country: The Maritime World of the Makahs, an Indigenous Bor-

derlands People.

Native Peoples of the Olympic Peninsula: Who We Are.
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ori in whakapapa

ori relationships with whales 

in this 

instantiation as a late nineteenth-century tekoteko

-

 

Paikea is an ancestor of many iwi

-

provides an explanation for how this 

from the ancestral and spiritual home-

-

accepted that he was the sole survivor 

of a marine disaster and through his en-

deavors reached shore at a place called 

family of whales, who helped him reach 

into a whale, and is referred to accordingly as he tahito, he tipua, he taniwha, he 

tohor , he tangata, he tekoteko

Paikea ori name 

2019.
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kai-

tiakitanga whakapapa

kaitiaki relationship underpins voy-

waka

land, through dangerous seas and channels, and are called upon to smooth rough 

waka hourua 

, tere tan-

gata whakatauk -

ori also had a visceral relationship with whales, not only harvesting drift whales 

ori 

ori knowledge 

kiko

wai

hinu rongo hihi uaua -

ngako par oa

rei

was reserved for high-status taonga .

-

world, created whakapapa

hia, south of tapu

whakapapa and more viscerally-

hia and its people to the 
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-

in 

time, sporadic whaling was still taking place south of ranga 

awa, shore whaling remained an 

nau 

whare whakairo

mere

heru

whare

koruru

moko

whare

ori moko 
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patu, several cloaks, 

-

 tekoteko

Hauiti presented a taonga rei puta 

hia, the sacred site temporarily dedicated to 

-

ori 

precluding their respectful use of the entirety of 

conventions restrict the movement of taonga made 

-

venting the gifting of prestigious items within and 

rei 
puta
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1

relationships with the museums caring for their taonga and ancestors such as Paikea, 

whakatauk He taonga tuku noa t  hoki mai ai

-

dollars per person separate 

taonga

-

the return of the taonga ori ancestors and 
2

secure permissions for the taonga
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taonga -

taonga in 2012 from a whale tooth 

 par oa that 

-

-

-

-

taonga

-

-

lapsing the distance of four years since their last reunion, and introducing him to other 



117

Whale People Today

-

ships with whales that exceed and tran-

economic whaling and the skillful naviga-

tion of national and international laws in-

-

tabua 

-

-

1990s, tabua

tabua were 

tekoteko

rei puta

taonga in museums far 
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-

Museum and Society 

Curatopia: Museums and the Future of Curatorship, edited 



119

-

-

-

survivors into increasingly more exploitative relationships that further pressured local 

-

-

-

strate a more diverse set of whaling economies that did far more than simply transform 

the usual historical actors used whaling to claim and control marine and terrestrial 

-
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transforming whales into commodities, these new whaling histories demonstrate that 

1

what is a whale, and what is its value

 why whale

whaled in order to get closer to tabua, sperm whale teeth that were markers of pres-

-

-

tain ancestral connections to Kondoli

-

poses and to make them wealthy and powerful as whale commodities proliferated 

2

History
The Sea Is My Country: The 

Maritime World of the Makahs
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are in relations 

-

relationships that disciplined action and cohered Indigenous 3

For whale peoples, these relations included marine waters and whales themselves and 

were expressed in various ways, demonstrating that what was relevant for one people 

-

ori women was central to the success of nine-

-

-

ity over various aspects of the hunt, welcoming the whale ashore, and dividing the 

-

-

Therapeutic Nations: Healing in an Age of Indigenous Human Rights
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preparation, which was in addition to a similar amount of time spent on physical prep-

performed mock whale hunts as part of the engagement ceremony when they sought a 

-

-

idi a a·tx

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

 

Therapeutic Nations: Healing in an Age of Indigenous Human Rights

The Sea Is My Country: The Maritime World of the Makahs.

Living with Whales: Documents and Oral Histories of Native New England 

Whaling History.
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