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WE ARE AMBITIOUS. We live for the day
when grizzlies in Chihuahua have an unbroken
connection to grizzlies in Alaska; when wolf
populations are restored from Mexico to the
Yukon to Maine; when vast forests and flowing
prairies again thrive and support their full range
of native plants and animals; when humans dwell
on the land with respect, humility, and affection.

Toward this end, the Wildlands Project is working
to restore and protect the natural heritage of
North America. Through advocacy, education,
scientific consultation, and cooperation with
many partners, we are designing and helping
create systems of interconnected wilderness
areas that can sustain the diversity of life.

Wild Earth—the quarterly publication of the
Wildlands Project—inspires effective action

for wild Nature by communicating the latest
thinking in conservation science, philosophy,
policy, and activism, and serves as a forum for
diverse views within the conservation movement.
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The Rewilding Institute

I SET MY TOILET PAPER aflame and
stand. A movement over my shoulder
catches my eye. I turn my head. A
black wolf walks past me less than 100
feet away. It glances at me and contin-
ues unhurried on its chosen path across
the tundra. A minute or so later, it
fades away over a rise.

I am standing with my pants
around my ankles in the middle of tens
of millions of acres of unbroken Arctic
tundra between Hudson’s Bay and the
Great Slave Lake. My mind drifts back
to Aldo Leopold in 1936. After a bow-
hunting trip to Mexico’s Sierra Madre,
he understood thart, for the first time
in his life, he had seen a healthy land-
scape. So it is with me this August of
2003. The Thelon Game Sanctuary
and a vast sweeping swath around it
may not be pristine (nothing is in the
twenty-first century), but it is as wild
as land comes today—untrammeled,
self-willed, self-regulating.

Although I've been in many
wilderness areas over the last 40-some
years, the Thelon has set a new stan-
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dard of land heath for me, or, as
Leopold would have said, a new “base
datum of normality.” With all native
species present in ecologically effective
population densities and free to wander
over hundreds of miles of unfettered
land—for whim or ancient urges—the
Thelon is normal. It’s what land should
be like. It’s what land was like before
we began to stomp our will over it.
Canoeing the Thelon River for
17 days gave me an unmatched chance
to mull over my past years and think
about the next chapter in my conser-
vation life. For the 33 years I've been
in conservation, my strategy has been
fixed to a pole star of finding and then
pushing new approaches to protect
wildlands and wildlife. I first helped
to found American Rivers to focus
more attention on the “forgotten”
system of National Wild and Scenic
Rivers. In The Wilderness Society I
worked hard to get conservationists
to prioritize Forest Service and BLM
roadless areas. With Earth First!, I

aimed to expand the terms of the land
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management debate and to create new

issues. In all of these efforts, I worked
with wonderful colleagues.

After leaving Earth First!, in
December of 1990 John Davis and I
sat down to plan a new conservation
magazine—Wild Earth. One of our
major goals was to blend traditional
wilderness and wildlife conservation
with the science of conservation biolo-
gy. The first issue of Wild Earth in the
spring of 1991 showcased that goal.
As the first issue was being published,
the eminent scientist Michael Soulé
wrote me to suggest a small meeting
of conservation activists and biologists
to talk about an ecological vision for
North America. That meeting was
hosted by Doug Tompkins in the fall
of 1991 and created what was to
become the Wildlands Project. From
their respective beginnings I have
served as the executive editor and later
publisher of Wild Earth and chairman
of the Wildlands Project. I am proud
of how Wild Earth and the Wildlands
Project have helped to create a twenty-
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first century conservation movement
that emphasizes ecological values.

Now it is time for me to move
on—to continue paddling toward that
pole star of effective Nature conserva-
tion, but to do so in a new canoe.
This summer, just before my Thelon
trip, I set up (with the support of the
Wildlands Project Board of Directors)
The Rewilding Institute—an inde-
pendent nonprofit “think tank” dedi-
cated to developing and promoting
ideas and strategies that advance con-
tinental-scale conservation in North
America. I have left the Wildlands
Project to become executive director
and a fellow of The Rewilding Insti-
tute, although I will continue to write
for Wild Earth.

The Rewilding Institute’s overar-
ching goal is to combat the extinction
crisis. But for me personally, it is a
welcome shift that will allow me to
step back from the very detailed kind
of work that goes into drafting region-
al wildlands network designs so that I
can focus more on the big picture, as
Doug Tompkins has always encour-
aged me. In The Rewilding Institute,
I will have time to work with conser-
vation ideas and wrap them into new
public presentations on continental-
scale conservation. As a “think tank,”
albeit an activist one, The Rewilding
Institute will work with the whole
conservation community. We'll con-
tinue exploring the fundamental ques-
tion Aldo Leopold raised a half centu-
ry ago: What are the characteristics of
healthy land, normal land?

Here, the Thelon country teaches.
First, native species thrive in more or
less their natural density. Highly inter-

active species, such as wolves, are here
in ecologically effective populations.
They play their role in shaping and
regulating other species and the
ecosystem. Second, an area the size

of, say, New Mexico and Arizona, is

unfragmented by the works of humans.

Whether you are a muskox, Arctic
tern, lake trout, or blackfly, the land-
scape is permeable for your movement
for hundreds of miles. Ecologically
effective populations of highly interac-
tive species and landscape permeability
are the foundation for continental-scale
conservation—for rewilding.*

But even the Thelon is not big
enough. The Thelon country and con-
servation experience, along with current
scientific research and theory, tell us:

To do serious conservation in North
America, we must do conservation on the
scale of North America.

This is the message of The
Rewilding Institute. In order to be
quick and nimble to spread that mes-
sage, The Rewilding Institute has an
organizational philosophy to stay
small, lean, and focused, with mini-
mum overhead, staff, and bureaucracy.
Much of its work will be done
through Rewilding Institute fellows
of two kinds: Science Fellows and
Conservation Fellows. Science Fellows,
including Michael Soulé and Brian
Miller, will develop and advocate the
ideas and strategies of continental- .
scale conservation, while Conservation
Fellows will help to get these ideas
and strategies embraced by the larger
conservation community. We have a
clear strategy of how to embed a hope-
ful vision of continental-scale conser-
vation throughout the broader conser-

vation community. (In 2004, Island
Press will publish my book, Rewilding
North America, which will cover the
ideas and strategies of continental-
scale conservation in detail.)

I look forward to working with
friends and colleagues across North
America on this exciting new project.
In this dark political time in the
United States, with a “shock and
awe” war being waged against more
than a century of bipartisan conserva-
tion achievement, we conservationists
need a hopeful vision to buoy us
through the attacks and to inspire
people with hope for the future. And
we need to be prepared with bold
ideas and strategies when the politi-
cal landscape changes for the better.

I pledge to you that I will do my best
to bring to more people that vision of
continental conservation.
~> Dave Foreman
Lookout Point, Thelon Game
Sanctuary (1 know, I know, I'm sitting
in Albuquerque writing this, but part
of me is still—and ever will be—
standing with pants down, blackflies
all around, enthralled by the wolf so
at home, so in place—a wildeor in

a wil-der-ness.)

The Rewilding Institute will need your
help. As do |. If you are interested in
supporting The Rewilding Institute and
being informed of ongoing projects, you
can reach us at: The Rewilding Institute,
P.O. Box 13768, Albuquerque, NM,
87192; 505-292-9764; eltigredave@
comcast.net. Please provide a mailing
address to receive a fact sheet that
explains what we are going to do and
how we are going to do it.

* Michael Soulé and his fellow researchers lay out the concept of ecologically effective populations of highly interactive species in a recent issue of Conservation
Biology. Soulé, Michael E., James A. Estes, Joel Berger, and Carlos Martinez del Rio, 2003, “Ecological Effectiveness: Conservation Goals for Interactive
Species,” Conservation Biology 17(s) October: 1238-1250.
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I jusT READ and thoroughly enjoyed
Dave Foreman’s Around the Campfire
essay on American populism {sum-
mer/fall 2003}. I related deeply, being
the spawn of Scots-Irish frontier/red-
neck/white-trash culture myself. I
laughed numerous times while read-
ing it, recalling the raucous, vehement
arguments I've had over the years with
very intelligent yet ultra redneck kin-
folk, like the time one of my numer-
ous uncles (I'll call him “Uncle
Ponder” to confound the jackbooted
thugs) shot a reintroduced

fisher in Wisconsin as a “varmint.”

That argument raged for the
entire deer hunting season. This was
in the early 1980s, when I was a
graduate student radio-tracking pine
martens, searching unsuccessfully for
fishers in Washington State, and for-
mulating strategies for recovering old-
growth-dependent wildlife species.
The argument ranged over all the
expected diatribes: Wisconsin DNR
biologists as communist conspirators,
wildlife researchers as clueless college
boys, wolves as devils with no place in
America, etc. I countered with scien-
tific evidence and logic, which Uncle
Ponder brushed roughly aside as
“nothin’ but book learnin’.”

I came real close to turning in
my father’s brother as a poacher, but
the arguments had an effect. Several
years later Uncle Ponder confessed
to my father that I had influenced
his way of thinking, and that he no
longer shot fishers or other varmints
on sight. Now he enjoys watching
them from his deer stand and is excit-
ed that wolves have returned to the
state—and hangs a fisher photo I took
over his bed at our family log cabin.
Wayne D. Spencer
San Diego, California
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THE LATEST Around the Campfire
[“The Dark Side of American Popu-
lism,” summer/fall 2003} is a gem.

I come from a Scots-Irish, Scottish
lowlands clan, many of whom fled

to North Ireland. My da came to
Canada in his early 20s, just before
World War II. Our clan crest is an
oak tree in fruit, with a crosscut
(frame) saw on the trunk, and the
motto “Through.” It was struck to
commemorate the escape from pun-
ishment of a “noble” ancestor (for a
slaying), who posed as a woodcutter,
and was not captured. This Hamilton,
a forester by training, is still posing as
a woodcutter, but is really a tree hug-
ger or even a druid.

Lawrence S. Hamilton

Charlotte, Vermont

THE RECENT article in W7/d Earth
on redneck conservation [.“Are
Rednecks the Unsung Heroes

of Ecosystem Management?” sum-
mer/fall 2003} was one of the most
unusual and provocative pieces in

a long time. I've passed it around
my department in the College of
Agriculture—where redneck-hood
is considered, by and large, a moral
virtue. With this sort of writing, the
Wildlands Project may end up with
some new allies!

Jeffrey A. Lockwood

Laramie, Wyoming

I'vE LIKED Charles Bowden since
the Frog Mountain Blues days. He was
always one of those writers that kept
you on the page regardless of whatever
else you needed to be doing. But his
latest contribution to Wi/d Earth takes
the cake. “Snaketime” {[summer/fall

2003} is, perhaps, the most enjoyable
article I've ever discovered in the mag-
azine (and I say that with some reserva-
tion, not intending to slight the many
other fine writers who populate the
rag). More Bowden!

Ned Mudd

Birmingham, Alabama

THE “FACING THE SERPENT” issue
[summer/fall 20031} is terrific, perhaps
the best ever for my money.

Wes Jackson

Salina, Kansas

IN THE OTHERWISE excellent inter-
view with Paul Ehrlich {summer/fall
2003}, there was one thing that con-
cerned me. That was Ehrlich’s use of
a figure of “409 million” for the U.S.
population circa 2050. It seems to
me that the reality is likely to be a
lot larger number.

I'm not sure where the 409 mil-
lion figure came from, but in articles
on population in the mass media, a fig-
ure of 400 million seems to be popular
lately. Perhaps this comes from the
Census Bureau; if so, we should
remember that this agency has consis-
tently underestimated future popula-
tion projections for decades. Whatever
the source, the current rate of popula-
tion increase simply does not support
such low numbers. In the absence of
any clear indication of a serious decline
in either birth rates or immigration
rates (and I fail to see either on the
horizon), it seems to me to be wishful
thinking to assume such a decline at
some indefinite future date. After all,
it’s possible that future growth rates
might even increase, due to unforeseen
domestic or global upheavals.
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So let’s lookl at current population
growth rates. Between 1980 and
1990, U.S. population grew from
approximately 226.5 million to 248.7
million. My very rough math shows
this to be about a 10% increase.
Between 1990 and 2000, the popula-
tion grew at an even greater rate, to
approximately 281.4 million. That's
about a 13% increase in ten years. If
we average the rate over the full 20-
year period, we get a growth rate of
about 11%% per decade. Add 11/2%
to the 2000 population, and do the
same thing every ten years, and the
figure for 2050 is very close to 500
million, not 400 million.

It is not at all out of line to com-
pare the U.S. to China. A census of
China in 1910 counted 323 million
people. China was already considered a
densely populated country, with sub-
stantial resource depletion. Even if the
enumerators in 1910 missed millions,
as they no doubt did, the fact remains
that at present rates of population
increase, in about two decades, the
U.S. will be as populous as China was
at the beginning of the last century.
And during that century, China’s pop-
ulation grew to well over a billion—
this despite wars and natural disasters
that killed tens of millions of Chinese,
the out-migration of millions more,
and virtually no in-migration.

Would most Americans really
want their grandchildren to live in
a country as densely populated as
China, given the resulting urban
overcrowding, diminished open
space, and the probable loss of
many of the personal freedoms that
Americans have long taken for grant-

ed? I doubt it. By accepting, without
criticism, overly “optimistic” popula-
tion projections we help foster the
complacency that most Americans
seem to share today regarding popu-
lation growth.

Ron Kezar

Ely, Nevada

THANKS FOR publishing the excel-
lent piece of conservation history by
Curt Meine {“Conservation and the
Progressive Movement,” summer/fall
2003}. He captures well the com-
plexity of the movement and person-
alities. The Progressive Era offers
many lessons for modern conserva-
tionists. I want to remark on just
one: the problem of the state.

Progressives (and conservation-
ists) have generally sought to use (and
strengthen) the state as a means of
counterbalancing and controlling
huge aggregations of private power.
More often than not this strategy has
backfired. The state has indeed gotten
stronger, but rather than checking
private power it has usually become
its servant. This isn’t to say progres-
sives haven’t won important battles:
there are many good laws on the
books. But for every TR and FDR
there have been half a dozen business
hacks occupying the Presidency.

As progressives and conservation-
ists, we need to rethink our strategy.
Can the majority really capture and
use the state? In many European
countries 60—90% of the working
class is organized compared to about
20% in the U.S. Even with that level
of organization they have difficulty

Caw We welcome your comments. Please send them to us at P.O. Box 455, Richmond, VT 05477
or e-mail to letters@uwild-earth.org. Published letters may be edited for length and clarity.
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leveraging the state, although public
policy is more democratic. Perhaps it
is time to think about a more direct

response to huge aggregations of pri-
vate power generated by institution-
alized greed.

In early America, corporate char-
ters were granted by state legislatures
only for a specific public good. Why
else should the public give a group of
individuals limited liability and per-
petual existence so they might amass
wealth if not in exchange for some-
thing of equal value? By the 1840s,
charters were being passed out like
candy, and with the Civil War and
industrial revolution the states
became positively promiscuous. Great
fortunes were made with public pro-
tection in a regulatory vacuum until
after the turn of the twentieth centu-
ry. The courts held during this time
that much regulation violated the
Constitution and that corporations
had constitutional rights. Teddy
Roosevelt achieved some significant
reforms but many historians believe
that the corporations ultimately won
that round. Another Roosevelt suc-
ceeded in checking corporate power
decades later, but the last three
decades have seen the dismantling
of much effective regulation.

With Bush in charge private
power can write its own ticket. Does
the corporation serve a real public
interest? Do its benefits really out-
weigh its extraordinary costs: the
erosion of democracy, the withering
of a free press, and the destruction of
Nature? Why should their owners be
shielded from responsibility for their
self-aggrandizing and reckless behav-
ior? Conservationists cannot with-
draw from politics or the battle for
control of public institutions. But
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REMEMBRANCE

Margaret “Mardy” Murie, Voice for Wilderness
(August 18, 1902—October 19, 2003)

THE MORNING AFTER MARDY MURIE DIED I awoke to the sound of her voice.
Perplexed at first, I later realized that this was the aspect of her I so admired and
loved. Her voice was unforgettable. When we sat by her side for advice, she spoke to
us in elegantly straightforward statements. At the end of each thought, she raised her
voice slightly so that it became a question. Looking us in the eye with her steady and
discerning gaze, she seemed to be asking, What are yox going to do about this?

What are we going to do now that Mardy’s long, illustrious life of service to
conservation and community has ended and we can no longer benefit from her wis-
dom? Inspired by her example, we will move ahead, just as she did- after her hus-
band, Olaus, an astute naturalist, activist, and artist, left her some forty years ago.
Devastated by his death, she knew she must accept the deep sorrow, build a new
life upon it, and carry on. Although remaining gracious in manner, she developed a
fierce determination and became a leading voice in the wilderness movement. For
her steadfast dedication, she was honored repeatedly with the highest honors
bestowed by conservation and environmental organizations and in 1998 received
the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

The year 1924 was a landmark one for 22-year-old Margaret Thomas: she
became the first woman to graduate from the University of Alaska at Fairbanks;
she married a young naturalist with the Biological Survey named Olaus Murie; and
by year’s end had set forth on a 550-mile boat and dogsled trip to study caribou as
their honeymoon. This adventure and many others are recounted in her 1962 auto-
biography Two in the Far North.

Although the Muries never lost their attachment to Alaska, where Mardy was
raised and where they spent their early married life, they moved to Jackson Hole,
Wyoming, in 1927 where Olaus studied elk, and in 1945 bought a dude ranch in
partnership with Louise and Adolph Murie in what is now Teton National Park.

It was here the Muries made their home, and raised their three children, Martin,
Joanne, and Donald. It was here also that visionaries such as Aldo Leopold and
Howard Zahniser met with the Muries to flesh out the basis for the Wilderness Act

when the other side owns most of the
wealth, can pick the public’s pocket
because they have virtual monopo-
lies, and then use the wealth gained
thereby to buy candidates, the politi-
cal battle is lopsided. Leveling the
playing field requires dumping the
corporation.

David Johns

McMinnville, Oregon

More Reaction to the Mountain
Biking and Wilderness Debate

ARE BICYCLISTS really so uninterest-
ed in protecting nature? Representing
the majority opinion within the con-
servation movement, Dave Foreman,
Michael Carroll, and Brian O’Donnell
[Wild Earth Forum, spring 2003}
seemed to answer “yes,” and used
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