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No Excuses 
The other day, I was browsing 

through a list of recent Animal Libera­
tion Front (ALF) actions when it struck 
me: every day, somewhere in the privi­
leged First World, there is an ALF ac­
tion. Every day, a passionate and 
committed individual places herself 
or himself at risk to rescue another 
living being from a life of suffering. 

The dedication, creativity and fire 
of our brothers and sisters in the 
animal liberation movement is to 
be lauded, but it poses an awk-
ward question: Where is 
the corresponding fire 
among radical ecolo-
gists? Why don't we 
hear of an Earth Lib­
eration Front (ELF) 
action every day? 

Maybe it's a lack 
of creativity. Maybe 
we think that an ELF 
action has to mean 
arson. But why not 
take a page from the 
ALF's recent raid on 
the University of Iowa 
and break into the office of 
Boise Cascade, find all of the 
company's files and soak them 
in paper-dissolving acid? The 
economic damage from such an 
action could easily surpass that of 
some fires. Why not infiltrate your 
local Earth-destroying government 
agency and use your access to slash 
the tires on all their cars-or better 
yet, smash their computers? 

Maybe it's just overblown fear. We 
tend to believe that our enemy's se­
curity is invincible, but the ALF's 
record gives the lie to that. How 
much security can your local eco­
terrorist really afford? Can you say 
"soft target?" 

This is not to say that all of us should 
instantly abandon grassroots move­
ment-building for a life underground. 
But it is a call to reconsider what's 
really keeping us from taking that next 
step, from upping the ante. Remem­
ber, even the FBI admits that a careful 
underground activist almost never 
gets caught. 

So what's left? Does it come down to 
a lack of dedication? Are we really so 

much less moved 
by the rain of 

our dying 

Earth than by the pain of a tortured 
beagle? Do we think that even effective 
sabotage just isn't worth the risk? 

Just take a look around you. No 
matter where you live, you can see the 
Earth dying. And no matter where you 
live, you can connect with the awe­
inspiring marvel that is life, the won­
drous diversity that we are fighting 
this war to save. 

Of course it's worth the risk. 
Which leaves us with no excuses. 

-LUTHI EN 

On the inside front cover of: the' SamhalntY'~le 2004 issue, we 
gave the incorrect date for the ELF arsbn at Vail' It actually Ot:c:u'Ited in 

1998,not1999.Thus,thispast0ctoberl8markedth.esixthanniversary,notthefifth. 
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Resistance to Nanotech Grows 
BY VIC 

People around the world are taking notice of the fledg­
ling nanotechnology industry's potential for atom-level 
control of virtually everything (see EF!JNovember-Decem­
ber 2004) . Nanotechnology is the manipulation of matter 
on the atomic and subatomic scale. This Fall, activists in 
Chicago, Illinois, and Leeds, England, gave nanotech ex­
ecutives a direct-action wake-up call. 

Last year, Topless Humans Organized for Natural Ge­
netics (THONG) showed the world that they'd rather run 
naked thap eat biotech (seeEF!JSeptember-October 2003) . 
THONG. took a similar approach at the NanoCommerce 
2004 Conference at Chicago's Hyatt Regency on October 
6. Nine members of THONG snuck in through the Hyatt's 
staff entrance during a cocktail party at about 6:45 p.m., 
dressed in business clothes on the outside and body paint 
and thongs undernectth. 

They lined up in front of conference attendees and 
began to strip, revealing the colorful slogans painted on 
their bodies: "Sinall wonder, it's not tested," "It's a small 
world, be careful" and "Plenty of room at this bottom." 
This last message was a reference to Richard Feynman's 
famous 1959 speech in which he considered the possibil­
ity of the direct manipulation of atoms. The activists then 

tossed postcards at conference attendees that depicted four 
painted THONG members and declared, "We're not guinea 
pigs: test it!" 

The performance brought calls of appreciation, giggles 
and animated conversation, and the conference-goers en­
thusiastically snapped up the postcards. The show lasted 
about 30 seconds, then THONG made its escape. 

The actLvists left through the lobby and told the security 
guards ti:at they were the entertainment. True enough. 

But when the guards began to doubt them, the painted 
protesters threw down some postcards. The guards stooped 
down to pick them up, and THONG ran to the getaway 
van unscathed. 

On November 12, in Leeds, England, anti-nanotech 
activists took action against the Micro and Nano Technol­
ogy (MNT) Tradeshow at the Royal Armouries Museum. 
First, they entered the gathering to collect information 

Plenty of room at this bottom! 

from attendees about the activities of nanotechnology 
companies. They then deployed rotten comfrey and fish­
bait stinkbombs to make the museum an extremely un­
pleasant place to be. It was reported that many people had 
left the hall an hour later. ' 

While the stinkbombs were being placed, the museum's 
intercom was seized, and an anti-nanotech statement 
was read and heard throughout the museum, drowning 
out the tradeshow proceedings. The message focused on 
the massive potential for social control and ecological 
damage that nanotech represents. Leaflets were also 
scattered about. 

Two of the activists at the tradeshow were detained by 
security and held until police arrived. The cops took the 
activists' names and dates of birth, ran a warrant check and 
released them. 

Untested nanoparticles are already being used in prod­
ucts that people consume daily, with unforeseen health 
and environme~tal risks. For example, DNA-damaging, 
nanoscale particles of titanium dioxide are used in many 
sunscreens. Nanoparticles coat pants to make them stain 
resistant. Bike parts are made with carbon nanotubes. 

Nanotechnology has been billed as the solution to world 
hunger and disease, but it is no more likely to produce 
these results than the biotech industry. Hopefully, these 

· recent actions are a harbinger of massive resistance to this 
new threat to freedom and biodiversity. 
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Dear Shit Fer Brains, "progressive" publications 
The phrase, "get 'er done," like the Journal should be 

which you used to title the more than a little reluctant 
editorial in the last issue, turns to promote it. 
my stomach (see EF!JNovem- According to Larry's website, 
ber-December 2004). To me it a New York school principal 
is obvious that the phrase is wanted to ban "git-r-done" 
gendered, an abbreviation for because he was told it was a 
"get her done." Is the Journal sexual phrase. Larry responded, 
female? Is the Journal a female "Gimme a break! Lick-her-tits 
that you have to force, as your would be sexual phrase! (not a 
editorial title would imply? bad phraze either) But those 

Since I've been hearing this folks who are schooled on the 
phrase a lot lately, I decided to phrase Git-r-done know that it 
look it upon the Internet to see stands for give a hundred per-
where it came from and what cent, never give up, whatever 
it's about. Here's what I found ya do just Git-R-Done!. .. It 
out: "Git-r-done" was coined stands for good ole American 
by Larry the Cable Guy, a work ethics and always will .... 
standup comedian whose tour Every branch of the armed ser-
was aired on Comedy Central. vices have e-mailed me pic-
When I did a search, I realized tures of 'Git-R-Done' on tanks 
that the phrase has pervaded and hum-vees, I'm sure these 
everything-from sports teams dudesain'tchargin'ahillyellin' 
to personal ads, from square Git-R-Done as if to say to the 
dancing to fixing computers, enemy let's go nail bikini mod-
and from world-record scuba els! (Which ain't a bad thing!) 
diving to getting out the vote They're kickin' ass and lettin' 
and the name of alcohol shots. terrorists know America's 
One interesting point is that in gonna Git-R-Done on their 
all of these cases, Larry the ass!. .. Thanks to all the great 
Cable Guy's stereotypical"blue American parents and students 
collar" spelling (which is prob- for rallying around Git-r-done 
lerna tic in itself) of the phrase and knowing what it means .... 
has been transformed by the Thanks to the principle for 
public into the even more ob- thinkin' it was sexual even 
viously gendered phrase "get though it wasn't and makin' 
'er done." people say it even more than 

On Larry's website, he re- usual with a lot of fervor." 
futes that it is a "sexual -SALMON 
phrase," but I think that he 
and the rest of the US are Hi, 
missing the point. No, it's I just wanted to email and 
not necessarily a phrase let you all know how truly 
about sexual intercourse, but extraordinary the information 
it is a gendered phrase. Given in the Journal is, and how well 
that our society is far from written! My name is Amy 
being non-sexist, I think that Stewart and I subscribe to Earth 
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Please keep letters to 
300 words or less 

First! Journal (just sent in "a.n act of supreme resis-
my renewal) and this one tance" by not voting on Elec-
Samhain/Yule was so incred- tion Day, I address Mr. St. 
ible to read_ I am speechless! Clair's disparagement of 

I actually le~rned things I Beltway Greens fo! their di-
didn't already know-essen- minished commitment to 
tial things particularly about wilderness areas an9 bio1ogi-
nan otech no I o gy-m i nd cal diversity in comparison 
blowing! Scary. I had my mom to fifteen or twenty years ago. 
read this article as well. The While wilderness areas are 
websites in the Journal were so not given the prominence 
valuable for me because I've that they should and while 
ordered some books and read we could certainly benefit 
more about nanotech. Also, from greater advocacy on be-
the (great) artist Eric Drooker half of endangered species, 
has a website, it's awesome! Mr. St. Clair takes issue with 
Thank you all so much for "environmental" lobbyists 
having the brains to research who display an apparent lack 
and even think about such of zeal by diversifying their 
topics as many in the Journal. struggles and lobbying for 
I am a 4th grade teacher in Los other issues such as health 
Angeles, CA and believe it or care, abortion rights or trade 
not I try (cautiously) to incor- policy. Here is where Mr. St. 
porate the destruction of the Clair loses my backing. 
planet and the ties to corpora- Health care, abortion rights 
tions within the prescribed and trade policy may not be 
curriculum (which can be wilderness issues. But they are 
mind numbing), and I do. environmental issues. This is 

Thank you so much, not a novel concept. Principle 
-AMY 12 of the Rio Declaration calls 

upon countries to address en-
Dear SFB, vironmental degradation in 

Jeffrey St. Clair provides a developing trade policy. Prin-
compelling diatrib~ against ciple 20 speaks to the vital role 
what he labels the "Beltway of women in environmental 
Greens," as well as an insight- management. The reelection 
ful comparison of the differ- of George W. Bush means that 
ences, or lack thereof, between the wealthiest individuals in 
George W. Bush and John this country will continue to 
Kerry (see EF!J November-De- get tax breaks while the poor-
cember 2004). But Mr. St. Clair est individuals will be without 
does not know exactly when health care. President Bush's 
to stop and thus some of his second term in office will likely 
wide-sweeping statements and bring about further attempts 
~uggestions undermine, rather to weaken, if not completely 
than support, his efforts to eradicate, a woman's right to 
bring about change. choose. Another four years of 

Putting aside Mr. St. Clair's George W. Bush translates into 
sophomoric and now moot greater attempts to forge trade 
suggestion that we engage in policy that is economically 



and environmentally unsus­
tainable-which furthers, 
rather than narrows, the di­
vide between developed and 
developing countries. Sure, we 
need lawyers and lobbyists 
enraged about the future of 
our wilderness areas. But we 
also need advocates fighting 
for human health, abortion 
rights, and fair (not free) trade 
policy. In making this sugges­
tion, I am not taking an an­
thropocentric view of the 
world. Rather, I am recogniz­
ing the interconnectedness of 
various policies and propos­
als-! am recognizing that ev­
erything which affects the . 
environment is properly la­
beled "environmental policy." 

Mr. St. ·clair is right to be 
up-in-arms about the envi­
ronment and about the ef­
forts to protect it. But his 
position runs the risk of divi­
siveness-of prorp.oting one 
conception of environment 
over another. we-simply can­
not afford to do ·that during 
these dire times. __ 

Sincerely, 
-A VI ERISMAN 

Dear EF!, 
After this election, I hope 

the moderate Democrats and 
supporters will realize they 
need to reach out to their 
base, which is the left (or the 
far right, if you include anar­
chy as the farthest right you 
can be), not the center. In 
addition, as a relatively cen­
trist environmental organi­
zation, we realize that 
without the more radical 
groups like EF! and others, 
we don't have a chance. 

Marginalizing the radical 
enviros gets the big moder­
ate groups more funding 
from corporate America. I 
think we all realize that they 
are selling their souls by us­
ing that strategy. The Michi­
gan Nature Association 
refuses to demonize radical 
groups and will continue to 
support them. However, we 
will also continue to raise 
support among citizens who 
may or may not be truly radi­
cal. we np a niche in pro­
tecting ,nature through 

Basically, I believe we can 
and should work together in 
different ways. Because of our 
nature, being people who 
value diversity of opinion, di­
versity of culture, diversity of 
techniques, etc., we often find 
it hard to form a cohesive 
front. There will always be dif­
ference among diverse people, 
but that needs , to be our 

"free-market" mechanisms, 
but we don't discount the 
amazing accomplishments of 
direct action. If Bush contin­
ues his policies, direct action 
and radical means may be 
the only things left that will 
work. We need to stand to­
gether to fight these ultra­
conservative assholes, and 
not just with enviros. We 
need to stand with the other 
causes that share our 
worldview and support gay 
rights, people of color, 
women, animal welfare, and 
all the other things that are 
important in our world. 

· strength, not our weakness. 

the others persevered, and 
today, land protection 
through acquisition has be­
come very mainstream, with 
land trusts and conservan­
cies across the ceuntry be­
ing some of the largest 
non profits in the world. We 
try to keep to our roots as 
much as possible, and we 
also try to remember that we 
were once the outsiders . 
Though we don't use the tac­
tics that some groups do, we 
won't denounce them be­
cause they are more radical 
than what we use. 

.. Deep in the marshe~f)tve 
chic chicks., Adults 

The Michigan Nature Asso­
ciation was founded in 1952 
and focuses _on the preserva­
tion of rare arid endangered 
species through education, di­
rect land pres~rvation, and ac­
tivism. Our founder, a 
neo-Luddite with anarchist 
tendencies, founded our or-
ganization with a group of 

friends against the trend 
of the existing conserva­

tion organtzations at the 
time. As a woman, she 
was ridiculed by the 
mainstream groups. 
Nonetheless, she and 

Sincerely, 
-jEREMY EMMI 

Dear Racism for Brains, 
Hey everybody who works 

for the Earth, Life and the 
Revolution: I am watching 
your back. It's part of my com­
mitment to watch your backs. 

-THE BusHMASTER 

continued on page 43 

''·;b~n~ments dti'ring 
·'-'""'-vu. paren,tal care:. .. 

feathery_ftills ,:: 
..... p~renes tasty tidbit. 

birsJ,~et~ f~1e ,w'orrn and llas a 
-.,He~ .... ~· ... of reachipg adulthood. In 

spwe sp~Cies, hung~r level is reflected by 
s~m ornam,ent color, ap.d ;rarents distrib­
ti~e -food accordingly .. 

many species flounce-.,.,,-~-·.,. 
lished bits-luscious · 
spangles, ruffles.and tas- . 

"'' f lb.e rn()st elaborately, decorated chicks 
J,!garken :fiom sgecies in w.hid1there' s fierce 

; 'i:Qmpetitionforparental attentions-those 
-'o/J'th large clutch'size and polygamous mat-

sels and frippery in rain-, 
bows of color·-'Which 
females find 

,;.: · ' - · · in'g 'systems. When fe-
male-s woo a few beaus, 
thei:f:.:chicks have differ­
ent'fathers and are more " 
competitivewithonean­
othet,'• flaunting ; their 
.ut:c~ru;1g flamboyance in 
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Protesting Plutoniulll on Both Sides of the Atlantic 

Despite public concern about nuclear 
proliferation, on September 20, two 
commercial nuclear ships-the Pacific 
Teal and the Pacific Pintail-arrived at 
the Naval Weapons Station in Charles­
ton, South Carolina, to load 300 
pounds of weapons-grade plutonium. 
Almost immediately, the shipment was 
en route to Cherbourg, France, where 
it would be taken to a reprocessing 
plant in the La Hague peninsula and 
finally driven 660 miles to a pluto­
nium fuel fabrication facility in 
Cadarache. 

"How sensible is it to sail a ship 
carrying plutonium around the 
world?" asked Charleston resident 
Merrill Chapman. "In the event of an 
accident, plutonium could be dis­
persed into the ocean, poisoning 
people and the marine environment 
on which we depend." 

Greenpeace International and the 
Charleston-based Citizens Against Plu­
tonium expressed opposition to the 
nuclear shipment. Many in Charles­
ton were angry not only about the 
shipment, but that the Department of 
Energy failed to produce an Environ­
mental Impact Statement on it. 

By October 3, the ships were near the 
coastofFrance, where 
an international flo­
tilla of French, English 
and Irish protest ves­
sels awaited their ar­
rival. Three protesters 
from the Atlantic 
Nuclear Free Flotilla 
were arrested, includ­
ing one of France's 
most famous sailors, 
Eugene Riguidel. 

The protest was 
peaceful and nonvio­
lent, but military 
personnel in fast, in­
flatable boats con­
verged on Riguidel's 
small yacht, cut 
down its sails, com­
mandeered the ves­
sel and towed it into the military base. 

After spending a night in jail, 
Riguidel said, "We have a military 
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exclusion zone in Cherbourg against 
small yachts, while plutonium trans­
ports are free to threaten the lives of 
everyone in their wake. It is the trade 
in nuclear bomb material that should 
be banned, not peaceful protest." 

Between the Cherbourg military 
port and the Areva reprocessing com­
plex, Green peace activists bolted and 
secured a truck in the middle of the 
road on October 5. Ten activists 

locked themselves 
to the truck to stop 
the plutonium con­
voy. Eventually, all 
of the activists were 
cut free by police 
and arrested. The 
truck, which had 
"Stop Plutonium" 
written across it, 
remained. 

Two days later, on 
a bridge above the 
road to Cadarache, 
Greenpeace activ­
ists and members of 
the French Green 
Party continued to 
protest the ship­
~ent. Everywhere 
the convoy went, 

activists exposed the stark reality of 
plutonium transports in France. The 
shipment, which contained enough 

plutonium to make up to 20 atomic 
bombs the size of the one dropped on 
Nagasaki during World War II, 
reached the Cadarache nuclear facil­
ity on October 8. 

After being processed at the 
Cadarache plant, the plutonium will 
be shipped back to the US to use in an 
electricity-generating reactor. 

"Greenpeace wants an immediate 
end to plutonium production and 
separation and believes current stocks, 
both civil and military, should be 
treated as nuclear waste, not shipped 
around the world as reactor fuel. Plu­
tonium should be mixed with radio­
active waste, solidified or vitrified, 
and stored. This approach would be 
cheaper, faster, safer and more se­
cure," said Greenpeace International 
spokesperson Shaun Burnie. 

"Plutonium is bomb material 
whether it is in France, the US or 
North Korea, and its production and 
use must stop." 

Areva is currently storing more than 
70 tons of weapons-grade plutonium 
at its complex in La Hague, all of 
which will be transported to clients in 
Europe and Japan within the next 10-

. 15 years. 
For more information, visit 

www. stop-plutonium. org; 
www. n uclearfreeflotilla. org; 
www.noplutonium.org. 



5Zlccident on the !l{ai[s 
Anti-Nuclear Activist Dies in France 

TRANSLATION FROM G ERMAN BY DIET SIMON 

On November 7, French anti-nuclear activist Sebastien 
Briat was killed when he was run over by a train carrying 
nuclear waste near the city of Nancy, France. The train was 
carrying 12 caskets of highly radioactive waste from the La 
Hague reprocessing plant in Valognes to the Gorleben 
storage facility in Dannenberg, Germany, where the waste 
runs a high risk of contaminating groundwater. 

Direct action on a massive. scale has taken place during 
every trari.sport to Gorleben since it became a storage 
facility in.l99S. Huge marches, street theater, road and rail 
blockades, and even farmers using tractors to block the 
rails and break through police lines have been common. 
The response by the police is often brutal and expensive; 
this year's police operation cost almost $29 million. De­
spite the overwhelming security presence, it would have 
been easy to derail or otherwise attack the transport, 
according to many of the activists 
who were there.·· · 

The following is a statement that 
was released on-November 13 by 
Briat's companions. 

Sebastien died on November 7, 
when he was struck by the loco­
motive of the atomic waste train 
to Gorleben. A few weeks previ­
ously, he had decided with some 
of us to take action to reveal the 
vulnerability of these transports. 
The fact that he is dead should 
not make anyone "forget that this 
action was nonyiolent, thought­
through and voluntary. 

Even though this drama makes 
it appear that way, our action was not in the least irrespon­
sible or an act of desperation. Our commitment results 
from the deepest conviction about the real and existing 
dangers that atomic power has represented for far too 
long. This action was prepared jointly and meticulously, 
with exact knowledge of the locality and taking into 
account an emergency stop. 

We had considered several times that the train might 
not be able to stop. Since we were in a long-drawn curve 
with limited visi,bility, it was clear to us that we might have 
to leave the rails very fast. Four of us were lying with our 
arms inside two pipes under the rails. No one was lying 
between the rails, and we were not chained in, so we had 
the possibility to pull our arms out of the pipe and get away 
quickly in an emergency. 

Unfortunately, the group that was supposed to get the 
train to brake 1,500 yards in front of us was unable to 
act. The helicopter that always flies ahead of the train 

was "refueling," so it did not signal the arrival of the 
train. And because Gendarmerie vehicles were driving 
next to the tracks at high speed, the "stopping group" 
could not wave down the locomotive. The transport 
could not receive warning from either the helicopter or 
our stoppers, so it approached us at more than 60 miles 
per hour. This combination of circumstances brought us 
into danger. Thus the persons lying by the rails had very 
little time to notice that the train was not reducing its 
speed. We had practiced getting away in seconds. 

Sebastien was struck as he was leaving the rails. His arm 
was not stuck in the pipe, as the investigations due to be 
carried out will prove. Everything happened so fast that we 
could not help him. 

We had hidden in the cold for 10 hours, about 30 yards 
from the rails on the edge of the forest . During that time, 
neither we nor our advance information posts (almost 10 
miles from the location of the action), nor the group that 

was to stop the t~ain were discov­
ered by security forces. Nor were 
we discovered when at five in the 
morning we laid the pipes under 
the rails. Clearly, the responsibil­
ity of every participant has to be 
ascertained, including ours. Right 
now, we are going through the 
worst moments of our lives. 

Among the more well-known 
reasons for the action, we were 
primarily concerned with protect­
ing our planet, which is being de­
stroyed more and more year by 
year. But we were also concerned 
about the stifling of all question­
ing of this monolithic state. We 
did not try to stop the train out of 

immaturity or lust for adventure, but because only in this 
way can this county's atomic policy become an everyday 
issue. Sebastien died in an accident; it was not his choice, 
nobody wanted it. He did not die after a visit to a disco, 
drunk at the wheel, but to make his conviction heard. 

And so his death will never be some random event for us. 
In a situation where we were so alone and so lost, we would 
never have imagined receiving so much support. We thank 
most of all our friends and parents, but also thousands of 
anonymous German and French 'people, who organized 
demonstrations and devotionals in his memory. The 
strength of the solidarity overwhelms and touches us. Most 
important to us is to cry over a brother and to support his 
family. "Bichon" was full of the joy of living and energy, 
not just an anti-nuclear activist. This text is neither a 
confession nor an accusation, we only want it to report the 
truth of these events. 

-$~BASTIEN'S FEMALE AND MALE COMPANIONS 
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BY LENNY 

Herbicide 
a.nd Genoc· 

"I wish the Spaniards had never come here. Nothing they 
brought was good-only evil," our guide says. My family 
and I are visiting the pre-Inca tombs at Sillustani, more 
than 12,000 feet up in the Peruvian Andes. Although she 
says that almost no one in Peru has pure indigenous blood, 
our guide strongly identifies with her indigenous history 
and culture. "We still sacrifice the coca leaf to Pachamama­
Mother Earth," she says. "We have preserved our tradi­
tions." Local people still come to these ancient tombs, she 
tells us, to offer coca in honor of their ancestors. 

Two years later, the latest chapter in the battle over coca 
unfolds a few hundred miles north. A confrontation be­
tween police and coca farmers (cocaleros) ends with three 
farmers dead, while the US and Peruvian governments spin 
deceptive tales of drugs and terrorism and the herbicide 
spraying continues. 

As a post on Peru Indymedia declares: "La coca no se 
vende-la coca se defiende. We don't sell coca-we defend it." 

Sacred Leaf or Cause of Narcoterrorism? 
What is so captivating about coca-that visually unas­

suming yet politically potent leaf? The plant, indigenous 
to the cloud forests of the eastern Andes, has been culti­
vated by humans for at least 2,500 years. It has only been 
used to make cocaine since 1859. Although the Incas 
attempted to restrict the use of this "divine leaf" to priests 
and royalty, coca has a long history of use by the cqmmon 
people. It is commonly chewed, brewed or used in spiritual 
ceremonies. It provides essential nutrients in a sparse 
habitat, and its mild stimulating effects fend off hunger, 
fatigue and altitude sickness. It can be used to treat diges­
tive and respiratory ailments, and it has long been consid­
ered sacred by the indigenous people of the region. Multiple 
studies by First World scientists have established that the 
unprocessed leaf is not addictive and that lifelong use 
produces no health problems. 

The Spaniards were the first to create a drug problem in 
Peru, when they discovered coca's fatigue-dispelling ef­
fects and used it to work their indigenous slaves harder and 
longer in the mines, literally to death. In modern South 
America, widespread poverty and a prohibition economy 
have created a lucrative illegal cocaine business. This 
business has often been used to finance revolutionary 
groups, terrorist and otherwise, thus providing a pretext 
for US and local governments to launch military cam­
paigns against dissenters under the guise of fighting drugs. 
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In the 1990s, under pressure from the US, Peru stepped 
up coca eradication programs like those ,lSE!d in Colombia, 
spraying herbicides over vast sections of farms and jungle, 
although it has shied away from adopting the US goal of 
zero coca production. 

You read that right-the US wants to kill every last coca 
plant in South America, bringing new meaning to the 
term herbicide. 

San Gahan Rising 
On October 18, more than 1,500 coca farmers demand­

ing an end to the eradication of their crops descended on 
a hydroelectric generating facility in the town of San 
Gaban, blocking doors and roads and shutting off access to 
the turbine-turning canals. Later that day, cocaleros occu­
pied a church in Cuzco with the same demand. Immedi­
ately, Peru's drug czar, Nils Ericsson, accused the farmers of 
working for narcotraffickers. 

The situation is not so simple. Coca is not illegal in Peru­
in fact, there is even a national coca agency that buys legal 
coca and resells it. It is also legal to maintain small plots for 
personal use. But Peru's two anti-drug agencies claimed to 
have found 7,400 acres of coca in the area around San Gaban 
and began to spray it with the aid of the US Drug Enforce­
ment Administration. 

-· Additional cocaleros occupied the San Rafael tin mine 
without any arrests on October 19. But in San Gaban, where 
the blockade still held strong, police launched an assault, 
firing tear gas canisters directly at protesters. Three hundred 



cops charged the scattering crowd, seizing blockade equip­
ment and setting it on fire. Provoked, the protesters fought 
back and found themselves gaining the upper hand. As 
cocaleros swarmed the police station in an attempt to seize 
control, police opened fire, killing three farmers and wound­
ing 10 others. One of the survivors was left with a broken jaw 
from a bullet through the head, which destroyed part of his 
right ear. Another took a bullet in the eye. 

Broken Promises: The Cocaleros Organize 
The murders at San Gahan were the culmination of a 

steadily building struggle between a corrupt government 
and a desperate populous. In 2002, when the US first 
threatened that any "free trade" deals were contingent 
upon coca eradication, large protests rocked Peru. After a 
sit-in by 7,000 cocaleros in the city of Ayacucho, President 
Alejandro Toledo agreed to ease up on the eradication 
efforts. Emboldened by their success, the coca farmers 
began t.o organize on a national level, modeling their 
Peruvian Confederation of Coca Growers (CONCPACCP) 
after a · si.milar group in neighboring Bolivia. Bolivian 
cocaleros had been so successful that their leader, Evo 
Morales, a radical indigenous socialist, took second place 
in the 2002 presidential elections. 

The following year, as eradication continued undimin­
ished, cocaleros again organized massive protests. The 
government responded by arresting CONCPACCP's leader, 
Nelson Palomino, for "apology of terrorism." Using a law 
from the era a Lex-President Alberto Fujimori (now in 
exile), Toledo accused Palomino of supporting drug traf­
fickers and Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels. The 
accusation 'Yas particularly ab­
surd because during the height 
of Peru's civil war, Palomino ac­
tually took up arms against 
Sendero Luminoso in defense of 
his community. 

Peruvians all across the coun­
try were outraged at Palomino's 
arrest. After blockades and riots 
broke out in Ayacucho and more 
than 15,000 cocateros marched to 
Lima, Toledo agreed to invest in 
alternative crops for Andean 
farmers and to compensate those 
who voluntarily reduced their 
coca crops. These promises were 
quickly broken, and the develop­
ment money never manifested­
not altogether surprising in a country where government 
officials have regularly stolen vast sums of cash and have 
made private deals selling weapons and drugs. 

In February 2004, cocaleros gathered in Lima to demand 
freedom for Palomino, investment in alternative crops and 
an end to coca eradication; in April, they blockaded high­
ways to accent these demands. Still ignored, the farmers of 
San Gahan decided to step their resistance up a notc;h. 

A Struggle for Survival 
While Ericsson defended police actions and again 

accused the San Gahan coca/eros of narcotrafficking, 

Toledo declared a state of 
emergency and sent in army 

reinforcements. The pro-
testers abandoned the 
power-generating canals 
and withdrew to their 
road blo~kades. The 
mayor of the province, 
Adolfo Huamantica, 
expressed support for 
the farmers and con­
demned police actions. 

By the end of the day, 
the farmers unblocked all 

roads and pulled out of 
the city, wrapping up their 

protest with a 250-person 
march to the nearby town of 

Chuani. On October 28, they 
released a statement denouncing 

forced eradication as "unconstitutional and illegal, in addi­
tion to being unjust and inhumane." 

In a country where more than half of the population 
is indigenous and poor, farmers are asking why the 
government blames them and their sacred leaf for the 
drug addiction of rich North Americans. They ask why so 
much money goes to crop eradication instead of,pursu­
ing the drug mafia and the expensive laboratories. They 
want to know why their lives and culture are expendable 
in the war on drugs. 

Herbicide spraying kills everything-coca, food, wild­
life and the cocaleros themselves. 
Among traditional practitioners of 
Andean spirituality, attempts to exter­
minate coca are seen as attempts to 
exterminate their indigenous identity. 

"Because coca is one of our major 
treasures, [the whites] have abused it," 
says Morales. "Because they haven't 
been able to control it, they've decided 
to destroy it. We must rise to the occa­
sion. The time has come for the first 
nations to take the power into our own 
hands. The time has come to redeem 
our sacred plant. From now on, we will 
no longer tolerate foreign forces bring­
ing harm to our plant. We will be its 
sovereign guardians." 

Three weeks after the bloodbath of 
San Gaban, 2,000 cocaleros threatened that they were ready 
to take over the National Police station in Mazuco. Deny­
ing charges of narcoterrorism, cocalera leader Elsa Malpartida 
said, "We will continue on battle footing, not because we 
seek to kill but because the police are killing us." 

Or, as Morales says, "While the northern invader perse­
cutes us, we ... the first nations, must never forget the war 
cry that rises from the pain of the people: Causachun coca! 
W afiuchun yanquis! 

"jViva la coca! Yankee go home!" 
Lenny's ancestors were growing coca 500 years before Jesus 

was born. 
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Wings Over Arizona 
Chuk'shon Earth First! Takes on Sandhill Crane Hunters 

BY VIC 

At the end of October every year, thousands of sandhill 
cranes come to the Sulphur Springs Valley in southeastern 
Arizona to roost for the Winter. They are attracted to the 
area by the combination of wetlands and farms that have 
replaced their native grasslands. But hunters are also drawn 
to the cornfields and marshes around Willcox, armed with 
bows and arrows, shotguns and permits issued by the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD). The hunters 
are intent on "bagging their limit" of sandhill cranes, but 
a group of activists from Chuk'shon Earth First! .(CEF!) was 
also in the field this year with a distinctly diffe.rent goal. 

AZGFD states that the sandhill crane hunt is a sport 
hunt, which means that the hunters are killing just for 
fun. The agency sold 311 permits this year for two cranes 
each: 11 for archery and 300 for guns. 

In the early morning hours of October 28, we headed 
out to the Whitewater Draw Wildlife Refuge near Elfrida, 
an area that we had discovered was a haven for roosting 
cranes. Our goals were to save the cranes from the 
hunters' aim and to document the hunt in order to 
expose its barbarity. 

We set up our basecamp on the north side of the refuge, 
where we watched the sun rise. At first light, we began to 
hear the cranes waking up-their ancient, distinctive call 
ringing through the dawn. Then all at once, huge flocks 
made their exodus in search of the day's food; a group 
flying east, then another, and still others flying north. We 
were never able to find the cranes who flew east, but we 
knew that to the north lay the community of Kansas 
Settlement, where many of the birds land during the day to 
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eat grains and nuts in the cornfields and pecan groves that 
dominate the landscape. It's also. where the hunters go. 

After most of the cranes had left the refuge, we followed 
them to Kansas Settlement, marked by a small store with 
two gas pumps and a bar that was never open. We spotted 
some decoys and a hunter's blind next to a sprinkler in a 
cornfield. We parked the car and stayed there for almost 
an hour, "glassing" the hunters (observing them with 
binoculars), and our presence caused several flocks to veer 
off course. 

The cr-anes have extraordinarily keen vision, and they're 
extremely shy of anything reflective. We realized that it 
would be easy to cause the birds not to land-or even 
come within shotgun range-by hiding camouflaged in 
the fields with a shiny object that the cranes, but not the 
hunters, could see. So we got permission to "hunt" on 
most of the land in Kansas Settlement and headed back 
to basecamp. 

It rained that night, and it was freezing cold (for Ari­
zona) the next morning. We had set an alarm for four a.m., 
and we rushed to get ready. Were we wearing enough 
layers? Did everyone have enough water? Hadn't we 
meant to get headsets for the radios? We rode sleepily to 
our destination-dawn was at least an hour away when we 
arrived at the cornfield and parked our vehicles behind a 
large water tank. 

The corn in the field had been cut, and each stalk stood 
just over a foot high. We split up into two groups of two 
and built blinds from the corn stubble as close as pos­
sible to the place we thought the hunters would set up. 
At first light, a flock of cranes approached the field we 
lay in, but they saw us and turned away. It was an 

encouraging sign . Shortly after that, the 
hunters arrived. They had abandoned their 
overly conspicuous blind and were hiding 
next to the huge tires of the sprinkler in­
stead. Judging by their brand-new truck 
and expensive gear, these hunters appeared 
to be quite wealthy. They sure didn't need 
to kill cranes to fill up their freezers . 

Hours passed, and flock after flock of cranes 
was deterred from landing by our presence. 
At nine a.m., the hunters returned to their 
truck, but it wasn't over yet. They were glassing 
over the field, and they had spotted us. I 
think we had spooked them by hiding so 
close, undetected for hours. An unmarked 
SUV arrived shortly thereafter, and the hunt­
ers conferred with it at length from a new 
vantage point, watching us. We later learned 
that the SUV belonged to a hunting guide. 

They drove off after that, and we met back 
up with the others and returned to the ref­
uge. We wanted to ask the friendly AZGFD 



ranch manager we had spoken with during 
our recon mission some questions, but a 
suspicious-looking Crown Victoria with 
blacked-out windows was parked at the bunk­
house. We were on our way out when the 
ranch manager approached us on the road. 
He said, "The regional supervisor from Tuc­
son is staying here," and we tensed up. Our 
fears were confirmed when he added, "Yeah, 
Gerry saw some [cranes] land in that field 
over there· last night." He was referring to 
Gerry Perry, who CEF! had locked horns 
with ,in the past (see EF!J May-June 2004). 
We quickly excused ourselves. 

Archery season was really just a warm-up 
for shotgun season. With archery, bow-hunt­
ers rely on the birds to land close to them, but 
shotguns hi\ve a greater range, and hunters 
can shoot the cranes while they're in flight. 
One person from CEF! went into the field 
alone on .the first day of gun season and caught two 
uniformed AZGFD officials attempting to break into her 
ca~ with a slim jim. The lesson here: Never sab alone. Also, 
never trust AZGFD: · 

We used the same strategy during gun season that we 
had before, except that we used a patrol vehicle to locate 
hunters while two teams lay in the field sabbing. Our 
patrol spotted one hunter as he left the field with his kill. 
We followed him-to the check station, where we captured 
footage of the crane being measured and eviscerated to 
determine subspecies and sex. 

At least three distinct populations of sandhill crane 
winter in southeastern Arizona, and the Rocky Mountain 
population, made up mostly of the greater sandhill crane 
subspecies, is considered federally threatened. 

Armed with footage of these beautiful birds in flight, 
being shot and falling gracelessly from the air, as well as 
being measured and dissected, we went to the corporate 
news outlets with our story. One of the local television 
stations picked it up·and aired a story that was 
very favorable to the cranes. CEF! also plans 
to produce a film to present to the thousands 
of avid birdwatchers who attend the annual 
Wings Over Willcox event in mid-January. 

We returned for the last days of shotgun 
season for a kind of final blitz. At this point, 
AZGFD knew exactly what we were up to, but 
they didn't bother us the first morning as we 
redirected the cranes to safer fields. 

The showdown came that evening when 
we checked in one last time at Whitewater 
Draw. We parked our vehicles on a public 
road, watched some hunters in the field to 
our right and listened for shots fired in the 
field to our left. The ranch manager pulled up 
at the exact moment the hunters to our left 
fired several shots, and a lifeless bird began its 
last spiraling landing as we watched through 
binoculars. There was an awkward moment 
as he got out of his truck to talk to us, all 
illusions dispensed with. He seemed like a 

decent guy, and he probably didn't relish harassing us, 
especially since we weren't breaking any laws. After he left, 
we cruised by the other hunters and videotaped them as 
they stared at us through their binoculars. They conferred 
with the ranch manager and a man in another truck for a 
long moment, then all three trucks drove away into the 
deepening evening. We felt victorious, despite having 
witnessed several deaths. 

We knew that we couldn't save every sandhill crane from 
the hunters. But we also knew that we had saved as many 
as we could. Through direct action and grassroots cam­
paigning, CEF! ultimately hopes to remove Arizona as one 
of the 13 states that allow the hunting of sandhill cranes. 

In case you're curious, those states are: Alaska, Ari­
zona, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, New Mexico, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, Utah 
and Wyoming. 

For more info., contact CEF!, sabthebastards@hotmail.com. 
This was Vic's first hunt sab, and it won 't be his last. 

regis 
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Animal 
Liberation 
Front 
Raids University, of Iowa . 

llelec_:tses 4-01 AlliYl1als & :Dest~rc)ys l~alJs 
The following communique was received 

anonymously from the Animal Libera­
tion Front (ALF). 

The ALF is claiming responsibility 
for the liberation of 401 animals from 
the University oflowa (UI) in the early 
hours of November 14. All animals on 
the third floor of the VI psychology 
department-88 mice and 313 rats­
were removed, examined, treated by a 
sympathetic veterinarian and 
placed in loving homes. 

Additionally, two animal labs 
and three vivisectors' offices 
were entered, and all contents 
relatingtoanimalresearch were 
destroyed. 

Specifically, these are: 
Fourth Floor, Spence Labs: Vi vi­

sector Ed Wasserman's lab en­
tered. Dozens of computers and 
devices used in experiments 
on live pigeons were destroyed. 

Basement, Spence Labs: Lab of 
vivisector Mark Blum burg and 
others entered. Surgical equip­
ment and small animal stereo­
taxic devices, as well as "shock 
boxes" and other instruments 
of torture were destroyed. 

Fourth Floor, Seashore Hall: Primate 
researcher Joshua Rodefer's office en­
tered. Computer disks, hard drives, 
paperwork and photos showing 
Rodefer's work (confining drug-ad­
dicted primates in small glass boxes) 
removed. The remaining paperwork 
detailing his monstrous work addict­
ing primates and rats to narcotics was 
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soaked in acid, and the computer was 
destroyed. 

First Floor, Seashore Hall: Primate 
researcher Amy Poremba's office en­
tered. Computers destroyed, docu­
ments removed, and the remainder 
soaked in acid. 

This raid was carried out to halt the 
barbaric research of the UI psychology 
department's seven primary animal 

researchers: professors Amy Poremba, 
John Freeman, Mark Blumburg, Kim 
Johnson, Scott Robinson, Joshua 
Rodefer and Ed Wasserman. 

This was not thoughtless vandalism, 
but a methodical effort to cripple the 
UI psychology department's animal re­
search. Only equipment in rooms where 
animals were confined and tortured 

was targeted. Only computers belong­
ing to or used in the work of vivisectors 
were destroyed. Only documents of 
animal researchers were doused in acid. 
The acid was a deliberately chosen, 
paper-dissolving agent. 

Our goal is total abolition of all ani­
mal exploitation, achieved in the short 
term by delivering the 401 animals 
from VI's chamber of hell-and in the 

extended term, by shutting 
down the labs through the 
erasing of research and equip­
ment used in the barbaric prac­
tice of vivisection. The entire 
raid was a careful and deliber­
ate five-pronged assault on 
Ul's animal research. 

Behind the laboratory 
doors, we found drug-ad­
dicted rats, rats subjected to 
stress experiments involving 
loud noise, rats undergoing 
thirst experiments, unanes­
thetized rats with protruding 
surgical staples and oozing 
wounds, and mice and rats 
affixed with grotesque head 
implants. Inside the labs of 
VI's psychology department, 

we found a bloody torture chamber 
showcasing the cruelest whims of our 
Earth's sickest minds. Professors Free­
man, Poremba, Rodefer, Johnson, 
Robinson, Blumburg and Wasserman 
are monsters. Tonight, 401 animals 
are spared their reach. 

Our deepest sadness is reserved for 
the animals on the fourth floor kept 



from our arms, those we were unable to 
save, including hundreds of mice, rats, 
pigeons, guinea pigs and eight primates. 

No animals were released into the 
wild. All401 were placed in comfort­
able, loving homes. 

We acted as operatives not only of 
compassion, but good science. Ani­
mal research is not only cruel but 
hazardous-as data derived from ani­
mal models is not applicable to hu­
mans and therefore dangerous. 

Our bypassing of UI's sophisticated, 
key card-access, four-walled security 
system (perimeter, elevator, corridor, 
animal room) should be interpreted as 
a two-fold message: 

•Our utter seriousness in achieving 
animal liberation. 

• If you torture animals, we will not 
be stoppeq from liberating them. 

On the ears of these monsters who 
know only profit and blood, who hide 
behind unjust laws, our breath has 
been wasted. Justi~e for the victims of 
vivisection will not be achieved by the 
blows of boycott of. protest -but by our 
sledgehammers to laboratory doors. 

Let this message be clear to all who 
victimize the innocent: We're watch­
ing. And by ax, drill or crowbar-we're 
coming thrm~gh your door. 

Stop or be stopped. 

Communique Addendum 
The continuation of vivisection is 

maintained only insofar as it remains 
outside public sight and scrutiny. The 
ongoing research uncovered at Ul's 
psychology department is of such a 
sadistic nature as to be inexcusable by 
all but the sickest-minds. UI code re­
quires that all animals be kept behind 
the locked doors of windowless rooms, 
and most often on floors locked to the 
public. UI has tagged this raid as mere 
vandalism and denied an animal lib­
eration motive, despite numerous slo­
gans left painted at the site, to divert 
attention from its animal research. 
We confiscated paperwork from UI's 

seven primary researchers to give the 
public a glimpse into the sickness kept 
from their eyes. 

Professor Freeman: Drills holes into 
the skulls of rats and affixes head im­
plants in neurology experiments in­
volving" electrical brain stimulation." 
Rats removed from his lab were grossly 
disfigured by surgically implanted de­
vices on the skull. 

All animals in his lab were rescued. 
Professor Johnson: Exposes rats to a 

series of "chronic stressors" including 
loud noise and strobe lights for the 
aim of "experimentally induced de­
pression." Also performs experiments 
involving the withholding of water 
from rats .. 

All animals in his lab were rescued. 
Professor Blumburg: Subjects infant 

rats to prolonged cold exposure. Fa­
mously deranged mind on record as 
stating that the cries of animals in labs 
are an automatic response and convey 
no more emotion than a sneeze. 

All animals in his lab were rescued. 
Professor Poremba: Currently confines 

eight rhesus monkeys in the northeast 
corner of the psychology building's 
fourth floor, subjecting them to nu­
merous stressors including reward/ 
punishment experiments. Places pri­
mates in a "behavioral conditioning 
box," also known as a "shock box," 
where primates are subjected to shock 
experiments. Inside her office, we 
found pieces of primate brain encased 
in glass and blueprints to the building. 

Professor Rodefer: Addicts primates 
and rats to cocaine, methamphetamine 
and PCP in redundant drug experi­
ments. His drug possession license, 
filed with the Drug Enforcement Ad­
ministration, stipulates that the drugs 
be kept in a locked safe in the building's 
basement. However, two stashes of 
narcotics were found in his fourth 
floor office, including in the inside 
pocket of a jacket, suggesting that he is 
himself addicted to the drugs that he 
has for years forced on animals. 

Does Hugs for Puppies = 
Terrorism? 

Op O,<;t'9ber 28, 16 agents from 
' tl).~ _FBi's Joint Terrorism Task 
Force raided a residence in Phila­

'ctelphia, Pennsylvania. Authori­
' ties are investigating Nick 
!! Go~mey, an animal rights activ­
.' ist, and his alleged involvement 
t jn. protests against Huntingdon 
· Life Sciences. The warrant tar­
:geted Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty USA and another Phila­
delphia-based animal rights or­
ganization, Hugs for Puppies, of 
which Cooney is a member. 
,Ag~nts seized two computers, 

dozens of computer disks, cell 
phones, various fliers, books, 

;spt<lY paint and one sweatshirt. 
111 think that the agents with 

gups and dogs in a house for a 
group called Hugs for Puppies is 
pr~tty much overkill," said resi­
dent Kate Zaidan. 

All Quiet. on the Rocky 
Mountain Front 

QTJ, OctoberS, the federal gov­
ernment announced that drilling 

. permits for Montana's Rocky 
Mountain Front would be halted, 
pending ,an eligibility study for 
desjgnati:on under the National His­
toric Preservation Act. The Rocky 
Mountain Front is one of the last 
places where grizzlies and bighorn 
sheep come out of the mountains 

. to :'Wander the Great Plains. 
'the Coalition to Protect the 

:;.,Rot'l<y~ountainFront has work~d 
'~ to protect the area-since 1913, by .. 

establishing the Sun River Game 
· 'Pr~serv'e and several other ·state 
·''arid private Wildlife preserves (see 

ER!!July7August 2004). · 
'Following 49,000 public com-

'· m,ept::; and a government study 
' stltingthat the front has Iess~than" 
a week's worth of natural gas 'and 
2~ffiinutes o(oi1 for the us! the ;. 
coalition thinKs Congress should 
~l!lpens,ate leaseholders i:o. ex-~,, 
change for preserving the front. , "'" 
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InDefens 

Marine biologists believe that 
for thousands of years, seals 
and other marine mammals 
have lived in the waters off the 
coast of modem-day Ca lifornia, 
hauling onto the beaches to molt 
and nurse their young. 

According to Friends of La 
Jolla Seals, Casa Beach, other­
wise known as Children's Pool 
Beach, in La Jolla, California, is 
a "rich, natural setting with 
harbor seals on the beach, gray 
whales and dolphins offshore, 
brown pelicans on the rocks and 
cliff swallows darting about. A 
wide variety of shorebirds, 
ground squirrels on the bluffs, a 
wealth of invertebrate life in the 
tide pools and even an occasional 
young elephant seal make ap­
pearances on the beach." 

The Casa Beach harbor seal 
colony numbers approximately 
100-200 seals, and these seals 
spend their entire lives along the 
same stretch of coastline. 

Animal rights organizations 
filed a lawsuit against the City 
ofSanDiegoon October 12, chal­
lenging the City Council's Sep­
tember 14 decision to dredge Casa 
Beach and remove a rope barrier 
and signs intended to protect the 
seal habitat from humans. Seal 
advocates contend that the vote 
to dredge the beach is destroying 
one of the few federally recog­
nized seal rookeries on the Cali­
fornia coast, while the federal 
government does nothing. 

Since the rope barrier was 
removed in mid-September, 
more people have used the cove 
for sun bathing, swimming 
and diving. 
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BY CAPTAIN PAUL WATSON 

On the beach in La Jolla, a small 
colony of seals is trying to survive in a 
world that has been greatly dimin­
ished for its kind. 

Along the entire coast of Califor­
nia, humanity has encroached on 
habita-t that from time immefnorial 
has su.stained a wondrous diversity of 
life on land and in the sea. 

And now, in a 
state where the 
majestic grizzly 
bear survives only 
as an image on the 
flag, a few shal­
low politicians 
and selfish citi­
zens wish to di­
minish diversity 
even more by tak­
ing away a beach 
that the seals have 
chosen for their 
survival. 

They say they 
have their rea­
sons. They say 
that the beach 
was set aside for 
children and that 
the seals are pre­
venting children 
from swimming 
in the ocean. They say that the seals 
are polluting the beach with their drop­
pings and thus represent a health haz­
ard to humans. 

Such reasons are arrogant and 
hypocritical. 

How can a species that has befouled 
the entire coast with chemically laced 
sewage and a deadly witches' brew of 
agricultural poisons presume to ac­
cuse the seals of polluting the ocean 
with their organic, natural waste? If 
the oceans are unsafe for children to 
swim in, the fault is entirely our own 
and the seals are blameless. 

How can a species that has never 

stopped taking, never stopped occu­
pying, never stopped destroying, 
never stopped growing and spread­
ing, so selfishly covet a few hundred 
feet of sand for recreation that an­
other species requires for survival? 

The seals. choose their territory out of 
necessity, and they have little territory 
to select from. We have ·developed 
the wetlands, constructed marinas, 
piers, ports and cities. Our -outboard 

motors and diesel 
ships send a con­
stant tremor of 
noise through the 
depths. Our fleets 
of fishing vessels 
have sucked more 
than 90 percent of 
the coastal fishes 
into cans and jars 
or onto plates. 
The once-myriad 
wealth of ·that 
finned and scaly 
nation of fishes 
now exists only in 
the pages written 
by Steinbeck and 

I? London. 
~ Wehumansde-
n . 
~ stray, and then 

we conveniently 
forget. We hav.e 
forgotten · th!'t 

white beluga whales once swam free 
in Long Island Sound. We have forgot­
ten that the great California condor 
once glided on the thermals over th.is 
great state. We have forgotten so much 
as we have steadily adapted to dimin­
ishment. In the not-too-distant f\1- . 
ture, will we also forget the seals of the 
wild and the places th,at were their 
homes? Will the seals exist only i,n 
places like Sea World and on the st~r­
ile pages of children's books? 

It is the children who are most 
thrilled at the sight of these seals 
on the beaches. It is the children 
who understand that what they see 



provides more recreation for their 
minds, hearts and souls than the 
fleeting physical recreation they can 
experience in their public or private 
pools, or in other areas of beach. 

What they see on the beach is real 
and three dimensional, and it is natu­
ral history on 
their doorsteps, 
not on two-di­
mensional sheets 
of paper. On that 
beach, the chil­
dren can do more 
than look at dead 
images, they can 
smell and hear 
and observ-~ life. 

They can see a 
species. that inti­
mately links the 

. reality of land to 
the reality of the 
sea. They can 
glimpse the won~ 
ders of diversity 
and understand 
the importance of 
interdependence. 

I remember the 
seals on the beaches of my childhood, 
and those memories are more vivid, 
more exciting and more cherished than 
anything I ever learned in a book. 

.So just what are the motivations of 
those few politicians and citizens 
w)l.o are intent on destroying seals' 

essential habitat and driving them 
into the sea, out of sight of the eyes 
of young people? 

Is it the concern for. children that 
motivates them, or is their concern 
merely a mask to enable humans to 
continue to sterilize the world around 

us, to remove our 
links to nature 
and our ties to 
other realities? 
Or is it to appease 
the loud and in­
fluential voices 
of a few, to the 
detriment of the 
many? 

Unless we can 
learn to live in 
ecological har­
mony with other 
species, we will 
become increas­
ingly alone in a 
crowded world. 

0 
~. The seals can ., 
~ teach us all-chil-
=< dren, adults and 

politicians alike­
that we need to 

share this planet with other species. 
The seals need their place, and they 

need our respect. 
Captain Paul Watson is the founder 

and president of the Sea Shepherd Con­
servation Society and a national director 
of the Sierra Club. 

San Diego c-ity employees have refused to respond to complaints about seal 
harassment, and there have been numerous incidents of swimmers and 

. beachgoers getting too close to the seals and mistreating them. Four seals have 
been attacked, three with sharp instruments, and at least two of the injured 
seals have died. 

"If this continues to happen, the seals will completely disappear, 11 said 
David Cotter, the attorney who filed the lawsuit on behalf of San Diego Animal 
Advocates, the Institute for Animal Rights Law and the International Society 

. for Animal Rights. 
. City Councilman Scott Peters, the man who spearheaded the vote to restore 
full public access to Cas a Beach, said he's disappointed by the strong reaction 
from environmentalists. "I wish this kind of effort and energy could be spent 
on climate change, over-harvesting offish, deforestation-the issues that are 
really affecting the environment, 11 Peters said. 

While the City of San Diego is in violation of the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act as a result of its decision to lower the rope barrier, the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society has announced that it will mount an international 

. tourism boycott against San Diego-unless the council takes action to protect 
the seals. 

For more information, visit www.savethesandiegoseal~.com; 
www .lajollaseals.com; www .seashepherd.org. 

Micro-Chips Ahoy! 
On October 14, the US Food 

and Drug Administration ap­
proved a Radio-Frequency Identi­
fication (RFID) chip that can be 
inserted below the skin and can 
carry an individual's medical 
.records or other personal infor­
mation. The RFID chips are about 
the.size of a grain of rice and can 

'easily be read by an external scan­
ner (see EF!J November-Decem­
ber 2004). 

Military bases, federal offices 
aAP nuclear plants have been 
mentioned asp laces that the chips 
could be used. Prisons in Ohio 
hope to attach chips to a1144,000 
inmates in the form ofwristwatch­
si2fed transmi~ters. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) has urged Virginia 
lawmakers not to insert chips in 
license plates, arguing that such a 
use would breach privacy. The 
ACLU adds thatthesedeviceswould 
also allow authorities to u sweep up 
the identities of everyone at a po­
litical meeting or protest." 

Jaguars Return to Arizona 
According to Defenders of Wild­

life and the Sky Island Alliance, 
photographs taken last Summer 
confirm the existence of between 
one and three resident jaguars 
in the Tumacacori Highlands of 
southern Arizona. 

"This is tremendous news, a 
page in !=Onservation history, J/ 

said Scotty Johilson, a represen­
tative of Defenders 9f Wildlife. 
"lt heralds the return of the Ameri­
can Jaguar." 

One hundred years ago, jaguars 
roamed as far north as the Grand 
Canyon, but today they liv~ pri~ 
marily south of the US border. 

' A( decade ·had passed wthout 
confirmed evidence of jaguars in 
tbe US until 1996, when two males 
were photographed in southeast 
Anzona. Since t)1en, six; more 
• . •.. ' 't ;;.. . ·.,. 
photographs of the specles llave'· ' 
been documented. ' · 
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Back to the Gra 
National Demonstration 

BY SHAC USA 

From all comers of the country, dedi­
cated activists traveled to take a stand 
against animal cruelty for the national 
demonstration against Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS). The weekend of October 
23-25 exhibited an evolutionary ap­
proach to this crusade against vivisec­
tion, as it saw none of the usual riots in 
the streets, pepper-spray in the face or 
glass-shattered floors-but rather good, 
old-fashioned organizing that focused 
press attention on the animals while 
inspirationally medicating the hearts 
and minds of those committed few. 

The readily apparent theme that per­
meated each day and each action was a 
celebration of the devastating success 
that the Stop Huntingdon Animal Cru­
elty (SHAC) campaign has already seen. 
Ninety percent of the lab's worth is 
gone; it has been saved twice from clo­
sure only by the grace of the UK govern­
ment; and one of its four labs has shut 
down. The demonstrations illustrated 
activists' renewed vigor to drive that last 
nail in HLS's corporate coffin. 

When the clouds parted early on 
October 23, the sun shone down on a 
human mass of compassion and inge­
nuity. Nearly 200 activists converged 
in the park across from HLS's labora­
tory in East Millstone, New jersey, and 
formed a "human chain" image of a 
beagle and the words: "Stop HLS!" The 
image could only have been achieved 
through mass participation, much like 
that of the SHAC campaign in general. 

Following the photograph, every­
one got their chance to see the "Gates 
of Hell" at HLS. Just one glimpse of 
this compound of cruelty serves as a 
bitter pill, reinforcing our indigna­
tion. Groups of SO made their pilgrim­
age in the face of hundreds of heavily 
armed police officers to see the build­
ings where the animals that have filled 
so many hearts and so many night­
mares are tortured. 

Then the newly formed Win Animal 
Rights (WAR) set its sights on Andrew 
Baker, chief executive officer (CEO) of 
HLS, and introduced all of New York 
City's posh Upper West Side to his dirty 
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deeds. With 100 activists 
holding a string of 500 
empty dog collars all along 
Central Pad< West (symbol­
izing the 500 animals killed 
daily at HLS), no one in 
Baker's community could 
have missed the homage to 
those murdered or the 
stinging vitriol aimed right 
at HLS's CEO. 

The next day, 150 activ­
ists crowded into an audi­
torium in Princeton, New 
jersey, for the Dialogue on 
Dissent. The crowd heard 
first from Kevin Jonas, known as the 
vocal front for SHAC USA, as he told 
personal stories of repression and what 
keeps his perspective in check. With 
great clarity, Jonas contextualized the 
current attack on the animal rights 
movement (including the Animal En­
terprise Terrorism charges against him­
self and six other SHAC USA activists), 

Two hundred activists form a message 
for Huntingdon Life Sciences 

dissected the appropriate response we 
should take and with touching sincer­
ity shared what keeps him personally 
motivated and driven (see EF!J July­
August 2004). 

Dr. jerry Vlasak brought the audi­
ence through his personal journey 
from an animal researcher (who killed 
many dogs in pointless medical pur­
suits) to his current position as trauma 
surgeon a~d champion of animal 
rights. Vlasak expounded on the myths 
of animal research and the vicious 
cycle that is viVisection, and how it 

financially rewards those without a 
conscience. 

David Hilliard provided a much­
needed historical look back at '60s 
activism and unconscionable state re­
pression. As the "chief of staff" of the 
Black Panther Party in the '60s and 
'70s, Hilliard offered an unmatched 
inside look at the politics of radical 
activism and the devastating effects of 
FBI harassment. He gave words of ad­
vice, from hard lessons learned, on 
what the animal rights movement can 
do to confront and conquer similar 
disruptive assaults today. 

The seminar ended with Captain Paul 
Watson sharing his "war stories" of 
high-seas activism as the 30-year head 

~ of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Soci­
g ety. The ramming and sinking of nu­
~ merous whaling vessels, disrupting the 

Canadian seal hunt and menacing of 
marine poachers has earned him his 
share of time behind bars. 

The crowd at the SHAC 7 support 
rally on October 25, chanted, screamed 
and broke the silence surrounding the 
case. The demonstration proved that 
"we," as the animal rights movement, 
will not let such an assault go without 
a response. It also served as the perfect 
ending to the weekend, showing that 
energetically and proudly, we under­
stand what is at stake and what the 
risks are-and we will still march 
bravely forward to close down HLS! 

For more information, contact SHAC 
USA, POB 22398, Philadelphia, PA 
19110; www.insidehls.com. 



BY ]ESSICA CovEN 

Since 2001, Green peace has been run­
ning a campaign against ExxonMobil. 
Exxon has been targeted as a result of 
its role in persuading President Bush to 
withdraw the US from the Kyoto Proto­
col and for its continued denial of the 
science behind global warming. 

The day before ExxonMobil's annual 
shareholder meeting in May 2003, we 
decided that it was time to take our 
campaign demands directly to Exxon's 
decision-xp.akers in Irving, Texas. The 
Greenpeace "Global Warming Crimes 
Unit" declared the ExxonMobil head­
quarters a" global warming crime scene" 
and shut it down. Dressed as tigers, we 
blockaded Exxon's gates, climbed to its 
roof and splashed through its corpo­
rate pond. At th~ same time, another 
group of people. dressed in business 
suits went into the building to serve 
charge sheets to-Exxon executives, ac­
cusing them of fraud and of sabotaging 
the solutions to global climate change. 

Needless to say, ExxonMobil was 
not happy. Exxon prides itself on the 
fortress-like quality of its building, 
and we had literally pranced right in. 
In the end, 36 people were arrested 
and charged with multiple offenses, 
including a felony riot charge. 
ExxonMobil also sued the 36 indi­
viduals, Green peace USA, Green peace 
International· (based in Amsterdam) 
and SO "John and Jane .Does" in a 
civil lawsuit. The company was also 

granted a temporary, nationwide in­
junction against all of us. 

From the beginning, we engaged in 
discussions with Exxon's attorneys to 
see if we could come to an out-of-court 
agreement. Exxon kept trying to get us 
to agree to expand the injunction past 
the boundaries of the US, making it 
global and permanent. However, we 
were adamant that we would only agree 

blockaded, May 2003 

to an injunction for a maximum of 
seven years and only within the US-in 
return for Exxon working with the state 
to dismiss all criminal charges. As nego­
tiations progressed, we workep through­
out the State of Texas (where many of 
the defendants live), rallying support 
from a variety of nonprofit organiza­
tions, individuals and state legislators. 
Eventually, Exxon must have figured it 

wasn't worth going after us anymore 
and agreed to our terms. 

Here's exactly what we're prevented 
from doing under this settlement: For 
a period of seven years, no employees 
of Green peace USA or Green peace In­
ternational or the individual defen­
dants can do anything illegal on 
ExxonMobil property or in meetings 
featuring ExxonMobil employees or 
directors. We can still protest; we can 
still birddog; we can still use a variety 
of other campaign tactics. And, of 
course, just because we can't organize 
illegal actions against ExxonMobil 
right now, doesn't mean you can't. 

~ We're already letting Exxon know 
~ that pursuing outrage'ous legal charges 
~ won't shut us up. This year, the day 
~ before Exxon's annual shareholder 
.§: meeting, we took a giant slide projector 
~- to Dallas, Texas, and went to the build­
~ ing where the meeting was going to be 
[ held. We projected 100-foot-tallimages 
1i of the impacts from global warming-

drought, floods, storms, etc.-onto the 
building with the text: "Global Warm­
ing Fueled by ExxonMobil." 

Wehavealsolaunchedanewwebsite, 
www.ExxonSecrets.org, which details 
the funding Exxon gives to Washing­
ton-based front groups and "scientists" 
who claim that global warming isn't 
happening. Next time you read an ar­
ticle written by a global warming skep­
tic, go to our website and see how 
much money they get from Exxon! 

I've worked on this campaign against 
Exxon for two years, and I can hon­
estly say that this settlement wasn't 
easy. But in the end, it is better to 
spend our resources fighting Exxon 
on global climate change, rather than 
in the courtroom. And since Exxon 
worked so hard to get Greenpeace to 
stay away, we're asking everyone to 
contact to Exxon's CEO Lee Raymond 
and let him know that you'll stay away 
too. Tell Exxon you won't go near its 
pumps until it stops spreading lies 
about global warming. 

Contact ExxonMobil, Global Com­
munity Relations, 5959 Las Colinas 
Blvd, Irving, TX 75039; (972) 444-1106. 

Jessica Coven works on Greenpeace 
USA 's Clean Energy Now! campaign. 

January-February ZOOS Earth First! Page 17 



FLrlV ~I Get 
A Polar Snapshot of Our Future 

BY LENNY 

Polar bears in the area around Hudson Bay, Canada, weigh 
an average of 55 pounds less than they did 30 years ago, and 
the species may well be extinct by the end of the century. This 
is only one of the warnings stemming from a series of recent 
studies, which chronicle how the effects of global climate 
change are already hitting hard at the Earth's poles. These 
studies offer a glimpse into 
the future of our planet, as the 
temperatures continue to rise. 

On November 8, a team of 
nearly 300 scientists from 
eight countries and six indig­
enous organizations released 
what the Christian Science 
Monitor has called" one of the 
most urgent climate warn­
ings to date"-the Arctic Cli­
mate Impact Assessment, 
documenting a four-year 
study of climate change in 
the far north. 

"The Arctic is experienc­
ing some of the most rapid 
and severe climate change 
on Earth," said Robert Corell, 
a scientist with the Ameri­
can Meteorological Society 
and chair of the assessment. 
In fact, the assessment dis­
covered that the Arctic is 
warming at a rate up to 10 
times faster than the plan­
etary average. As a result, av­
erage Winter temperatures in the region between western 
Canada and eastern Russia have gone up between five and 
seven degrees Fahrenheit in the past SO years, and a further 
rise of up to 13 degrees can be expected in the next century. 

The effects of this warming are many and far-reaching. 
Most obvious is the disappearance of Arctic ice floes 
during Summer. While the sea ice in the Arctic normally 
thins and melts in the warmer months, in the past SO 
years the melting season has grown longer and the amount 
of ice melting has increased. Since the 1970s, the average 
thickness of the sea ice has decreased by three feet, and 
satellite measurements have recorded a steady decrease in 
the ice's surface area-four percent per decade. The assess­
ment concluded that by 2100, at least half of the Arctic's 
Summer ice will have disappeared. In the worst-case 
scenario, the Summer ice will vanish completely by 2040. 
Whatever the level of melting, the report said, "This is 
very likely to have devastating consequences for some 
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Arctic animal species, such as ice-living seals, walruses 
and Arctic char," and the species that depend on them, 
such as polar bears and humans. 

Twenty-two thousand polar bears in the Arctic Circle 
spend Spring and early Summer on the ice floes, hunting 
seals and building up their fat reserves for Winter. With less 
sea ice and with the annual me~t coming earlier, the bears 
must swim farther and expend more energy to get between 

ice floes, and they may be 
forced to cut their hunting 
season short. If this trend 
continues, polar bears are 
expected to be too thin to 
breed within 10 years. 

The indigenous people of 
the Arctic may be in no less 
danger, the assessment con­
cluded. "Our homes are 
threatened by storms and 
melting permafrost; our live­
lihoods are threatened by 
changes to the plants and 
animals we harvest. Even our 
lives are threatened, as tra­
ditional travel routes be­
come more dangerous," said 
Chief Gary Harrison of the 
Arctic Athabaskan Council. 

Yet the effects of the melt­
ing ice ripple far beyond the 
Arctic circle. According to 
Peter Wadhams, an Arctic 
sea ice specialist at Oban's 
Dunstaffage Marine Labora­
tory, "The ice-covered seas 

represent the cold end of the enormous heat engine that 
enables the Earth to have temperatures suitable for human 
life over most of its surface." He and other climatologists 
worry that warming poles and melting ice will disrupt the 
ocean's major currents, possibly leading to new ice ages in 
certain northern regions such as England. And while the 
melting of floating sea ice does not raise ocean levels, the 
melting of continental glaciers does. The Arctic Climate 
Impact Assessment found that Greenland's glaciers have 
already begun to melt and that before 2100, temperatures 
may rise high enough to trigger a permanent meltdown. 

On the other side of the world, two Antarctic studies 
released in September revealed that the recent breakup of 
major ice shelves has removed the "brakes" on glacier flow, 
causing nearby glaciers to melt more rapidly into the ocean. 
The studies, conducted using satellites, suggest that global 
warming can lead to abruptly accelerating polar melting. 
After the breakup of the Larsen B ice shelf in 2002 re~oved 



the barrier between glaciers and the sea, glacier elevations 
dropped by as much as 124 feet in six months. While the 
glaciers in the Larsen area are too small to significantly raise 
sea level, the same process will likely repeat as warming 
affects the large-glacier areas further south. 

Satellite images from the Arctic make it almost certain 
that these warming and melting trends are real, according 
to Mark Serreze of the University of Colorado-Boulder. 
Warming in the Arctic, he said, is proceeding eight times 
faster than at any time in the past 100 years. 

These trends are only likely to accelerate, even without 
increased greenhouse gas emissions. Because ice reflects sun­
light back into space, polar melting will allow more solar 
radiation to reach the Earth's surface, thus speeding warming 
processes. As the Earth warms further, the methane gas 
trapped beneath the melting northern permafrost will escape 
into the atmosphere. This gas, which is even more efficient at 
trapping l;leat than carbon dioxide, will almost certainly lead 
to even more severe runaway planetary warming. 

While us politicians deny the reality of global warming 
and environmental groups demand the implementation 
of the toothless, crippled Kyoto Protocol, radical environ­
mentalists are faced with a serious challenge. How do we 

~ 

Global warming, is not;~,t,5te . 
pushing polar ~bears to~a,rd 

tPr1'·1.11t"'T and eJCtinction-to.Xi.c, 
mone~miroicking chemicals 

. building up in their bodie$, teamiltll 
'r
1
:mth climate change to provide a 
two punch that may mean the 

. ' the species. In fact, the Arctic circle is 
home to some of the most 
poisoned human and animal 
populations ill the world, in 
spite of its great distance from 

:.;;human population centers. 
~ . ,N· 

' In the past decade, sci~n .. 
·tists have discovered that 

. of the chemicals 'and 

The Columbia Glacier in Alaska is retreating half a mile per year 

confront-and yes, halt-global climate change before all 
of the planet's systems are damaged beyond restoration? 
If ever there was a time to stop chasing the phantom of 
reform and pursue revolution, this is it. 

If Lenny hears another word about the Kyoto Protocol, he's 
going to hit someone. 

v.~!>o'~cL<, beirtg ·..., .... ,,.a-..u 
the to,xin into the 
tur·ne.d into ht~ast milk, .......... ~,~~··"'"""'~· 
the toxin into;Ifhe offsptirlg; ·or 
beitlgeaten, transferring the toxin 
the predator . 

Seals are near the top 
the aquatic food chain, 
ing prcedatory fish and. 
ing energy 111 
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Blood tests carried out on environmental ministers from 13 Euro­
pean Union nations revealed a cocktail of toxic chemicals, including 
DDT residue, according to a study released by the Y\Zorld Wildlife Fund 
(WWF) on October 19. WWF found 55 different traces of chemical 
pollutants in the blood samples-from sources such as sofas, pizza 
boxes, fragrances, non-stick pans and cleaning products . 

WWF collected the blood samples during an international health 
conference in June and has used blood testing to shine a spotlight 
on the need for tougher regulations on the use of toxic chemicals. 
The tests were conducted on ministers from Britain, Cyprus, the 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Hungary, Italy, 
Lithuania, Slovakia, Spain and Sweden. 

Each of the ministers bore traces of pesticides, flame retardants, 
perflourinated 
chemicals and poly­
chlorinated biphe­
nyls, a category of 

chemicals banned in 
Europe during the 

1970s. The highest con­
centration of chemicals 

found in ·the tests were phtha­
late additive,.used to soften plas­

tic toys and found in body care 
products, and DDT. 

According to WWF, "The chemi­
cals found in the ministers' blood 

also contaminate polar bears, dolphins, 
birds of prey and many other species 
even in the most remote environments." 

Costa Ricans Say "NO''' to Shari _ August, and he tasted freedom for about a week before 
Thousands of' Costa Ricans took to the streets of San being recaptured by the asylum on September 3. The 

]oseon0ctobert6to·pmtesttheilleg;Ulab'aingofstia~k ' a~ylum wanted to release Hannes into Dutch coastal 
firming vesselS 'a~private ~oct&.,. Pr~t'~stet,~;gafhe~e~ ~t ·' :~ateu rather than returning him to the zoo, and. a 
Culture Plaza w1th banners and stgns1 w"Wtle school ,JJcustody battle ensued, 
children performed music and dances foatsed on ena-~ • · Free Hannes claimed responsibility for the liberation 
ing shark finning. After the rally, the asse.ml.)ly,;:marched _ "_in a phone call to the asylum from a German payphone 
to the customs headquarters. • ' · _,. • """ ~~t- ., .. lii;J few days after the seal's release. It claimed to have set 

The protest was~prompted by ''outnig recen~ him,ftee"lbydaylight,intoopensaltwater," an apparent ' 
disco~ery that Costa lUcan politicians h~ "· .. dlarge ·reference to the North Sea. · · · 
bribes from Taiwanese shark-finning"CoiRQ,xatibns. · • ... 

It is illegal to Iabd shark-finning vessels i:ri cbsta Rica, 2,500 Mink Freed in Italy 
but lax enforcement of laws at prlvatej locks alloW;, · · On November 12, Italian activists teleased 2,500 of 
Taiwanese boats to land huniir~ds of tons of shark fiil§ 8,000 mink from~ fur farm at Villa del Conte. According 
eve~year. · - ::. to the co!Dmunique, the farmer was awakened by the 

Free Hannes! 
A group of activists calling itself ''Free Hannes" did 

just that when it liberated a young seal from I'ieterbur.en 
Seal Asylum in the Netherlands on October 22. The 
male seal had escaped from a German zoo in late 
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barking o1his dogs, only to discover thousands of mink 
running away from the sheds. 

Graffiti reading, "From the cages to freedom-Animal 
Liberation Front (ALE), 1' was left.' on the site. Police 
stopPed the activists' vehicle near the Village and found 
rotting tools, but they were released the next day. 



Toxic Chemicals 
to he Tested 

on Children! 
"Paying families in Florida to have 

their homes routinely treated with pes­
ticides is very sad when we at the Envi­
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
know that pesticide management 
should always be used to protect chil­
dren," said EPA scientist Troy Pierce. 

Pierce1s comments came in response 
to a _proposed EPA study in which 
infa11ts . in participating low-income 
familie~ in northern Florida would be 
monitored for health impacts as they 
undergo exposure to toxic chemicals 
during the course of two years. The 
Children's Eil~ironmental Exposure 
Research Study (CHEERS) would look 
at how chemi.cals can be ingested, 
inhaled or absorbed by children. 

The American Chemistry Council 
(ACC) donated more than two million 
dollars to the EPA in October to con­
duct the Sltidy. Yet for the past three 
decades, the ACC and EPA have known 
the high toxicity of the chemicals 

being studied by 
CHEERS. In re­
sponse, the ACC has lobbied to keep 
these chemicals legal. 

The Organic Consumers Association 
states, "The trick here is that these 
products are known to have negative 
long-term health effects. There will be 
little to no obvious, short-term nega­
tive effects on these children at the end 
of the two-year period. The seemingly 
positive results will allow the ACC to 
announce positive 'EPA study results' 
to the public." Critics believe th.at the 
ACC would then be able to more effec­
tively lobby Congress to weaken regu­
lations on these toxic products. 

The ACC is comprised of corpora­
tions, such as Dow, Exxon and 
Monsanto, that have a history of envi­
ronmental crimes against people of color 
and low-income families. CHEERS par­
ticipants would be chosen from six clin­
ics and three hospitals in Duval County, 

Florida. 
"Seventy-five 
percent of the users of the clinics 
for pregnancy issues were at or below 
the poverty level," according to the EPA's 
proposal. "The percentage of births to 
individuals classified as black in the US 
Census is higher at these three hospitals 
than for the county as a whole." 

Each of the 60 families participating 
in CHEERS would receive $970, a video 
camera, aT-shirt and a framed certifi­
cate of appreciation. 

Due to public pressure, CHEERS is 
going through another review process 
until Spring. Send comments to EPA 
Administrator Mike Leavitt, 1300 
Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, 
DC 20460; leavitt.michael@epa.gov. 

For more information, visit 
www.organicconsumers.org. 
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BY jOSHUA AND LEAH 

There are plenty of reasons to pro­
test Victoria's Secret, from its use of 
slave-like prison labor and the animal 
products on its shelves to its objectifi­
cation of women. Now, a new cam­
paign is shaking the rafters of the 
marketplace by taking on Victoria's 
Secret for being a leader in demolish­
ing some of the world's remaining 
endangered forests, including the Ca­
nadian boreal forest and the forests of 
the southeastern US. 

theformofc~talogs, toilet paper, books, 
magazines, lumber, newspapers, office 
paper, paper. towels, diapers and more. 

that's more than one million a day, a 
sickening waste. Almost all of these 
catalogs are produced from virgin pa­
per fiber with little or no recycled 
content. Victoria's Secret is driving 
the clearcutting of the Canadian bo-

What's Victoria's dirty secret? Ap­
proximately 395 million catalogs are 
mailed by Victoria's Secret each year-

Stretching from Alaska to the Atlan­
tic Ocean, the Canadian boreal forest 
is more than 12 times the size of Cali­
fornia. Containing 25 percent of the 
Earth's remaining roadless forests, it is 
North America's greatest remaining 
conservation opportunity. Yet despite 
its importance, an area the size of 
Delaware is logged every year-the 
majority of which goes to make pulp 
and paper for export to the US. The US 
imports a staggering 80 percent of all 
Canadian wood and paper exports in 

Day of Indigenous Resistit,bce 
On October 12, while most'_North Americans were 

celebrating the genq,cide of N~tive peoples that was 
startedby Christo"pherColumbus, protesters from around 

. the he'rnisphere rose up against .it. ln Denver, Colorado, 
, 230 people were arrested for refusing to' leave the road in 

front of a Columbus Day parade. Morethan 500 protest­
ers from many backgrounds were present, and they 
managed to delay the parade for an hour. -

In downtown Caracas, Venezuela, a group of young 
men and. women used ropes to topple a 30-foot statue of 
Columbus and dr.ag it through the dty center toward the 
Teresa Carreiio theater, where hundreds of indigenous 
people sang and danced. Protes-ters hung banners from 
the monolith and covered it in graffiti. Authorities later 
recovered the statue and arrested five people. The mayor 
of Caracas condemned the action, although he did 
attend a symbolic act of resistance in which indigenous 
people covered a statue of Columbus with a white sheet. 
He intends to present a petition to replace the shrouded 
statue with that ot Guaicaipuro, an indigenous chief. 
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real forest with its massive consump­
tion, as well, as destroying forests in 
the southern US. 

After three years of hard work and 
hundreds of in-store protests, cam­
paigns against Office Depot and 
Staples were successful in getting two 
of the world's largest office s,upply 
stores to stop selling paper from en­
dangered forests. Now, it's Victoria's 
Secret's turn . 

This Fall, ForestEthics launched the 
Victoria's Dirty Secret campaign. The 
demands are that Victoria's Secret and 

~ its parent company, Limited Brands, 
if end purchases from any company as-
"" sociated with logging in the Canadian 

boreal or southeastern forests, increase 
use of post-consumer recycled fiber in 
its catalogs to at least 50 percent dur­
ing the next five years, ensure that all 

In 2002, Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez officially 
renamed October 12"Indigenous Resistance Day." 

Finnish Activists Storm Nuclear Site 
More than 100 activists stormed the construction site 

of Finland's fifth nudear reactor on September 3, wear­
ing respirator masks and bright yellow T-shirts embla­
zoned with the o-uclear.symbol. Two groups on bicycles 
and one on foot scaled the fence surrounding the site 
and cordoned the area off with tape and signs warning 
of "the nuclear- disease." As more protesters demon- ~ 
strated outside the main gates, a group of climbers took 
over the information center maintained by the nuclear -~ 
company and unfurled a banner .. The company spokes- " 
person was repeatedly embarrass!'!d when it was discov­
ered that not all of the activists were immediately "' 
apprehended. Eventually, all of the activists -present 
were arrested and released after a few hours. 

The demonstration was organized by several Finnish~ 
and international groups to raise questions al3out th 
efficiency and safety of nuclear power. 



of its suppliers are shifting to Forest 
Stewardship Council certification, end 
the use of any products sourced from 

, 9ther endangered forests and reduce 
paper use. With a widespread 
grassroots coalition, the possibilities 
for creative resistance are endless. 

In October, more than a dozen 
Cascadian EF!ers were in Chicago, Il­
linois, and created chaos in the city's 
downtown Victoria's Secret store. 
They announced the company's link 
to forest destruction by stripping 
down to their underwear to reveal 
slogans painted on their bodies. Ac­
tions were also staged in Washing­
ton, DC, and at the Mall of America in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. These in­
cluded small-scale street theater with 
lingerie-clad lumberjacks cutting 
down. protesters dressed as trees and 
an anti-forest destruction lingerie 
fashion show. 

In November, when Victoria's Se­
cret sent its top, superstar models on a 
multi-million dollar, cross-country 
tour, activist$: were successful in dis­
rupting two of the events. At the tour's 
kick-off at Victoria's Secret's flagship 
store in New York City, protesters from 
the Activist Center at Wetlands Pre­
serve forced the complete cancella­
tion of the event. Facing a second 
demonstration in Chicago, the event 

there was hastily moved to Miami, 
Florida, at the last minute. 

On December 2, nearly 100 pro­
t~s!s an~i_ eventL marked _the 
grassroots day of action to expose 
Victoria's Dirty Secret. Activists coast 
to coast delivered awards, stumps 
and logs to stores while dressed in 
lingerie, hung banners, carried pup­
pets, created "mall" theater and more. 

As activists carry messages letting 
Victoria's Secret and its customers 
know that forest destruction is not 

?" 
Massive Protests at Free Tra<le Sumwit '· .. · 

Rtotests :rocked the str~et~ ~.s P!~~i,4.el1t G.~9rge W. ~¥~~ 
and the leaders of 20 other counties, alohg with innumei~ 

. able corporate· chiefs, met in Santiago, Chile, for the Asia­
• Padfic Economic Cooperation Summit in mid-November. 

~~;;In January Z004, Chile becam~ the first cou:n~ryin Sqt!th 
'· America to enter into a free trade agreement with tbe US 

when it joined the 16-year-old-erganization. 
On November 17, 70,000 marchers took to the streets to 

voi~e their opposition to globalization With· banners a~d. 
chants. Protesters alsa attacked at.Jeast Mot McDonald~, 
firebOmbed a bank, torched an armored pOlice vehicle and 

~~ ba,r···n. ·~aded stre .. ets throu. gh. out th.e·· .. ? ... ·.·ty.,.Ins··.ide·t·.h. e s~m. riit.t· '. f ·· cortflict ensued when a member."o.f.the Seeret:Servtc.· . 
ba.tted entry to an official dinner BecauseJie'la~ked secuney 

arance. Plans for another diniier haCl to,b.e scratc1ied 
n tire s~~ret Service insis.ted.4;hat ,arery .attendee pas$ 
ughanl.etal detect@tla 'measuie•that:CltilemPresioent 
do Lagos considered hu:milia.ting for: gliests. , J;., 

'"'iii!!.' i 
". '=iii- ~ ·':'--" 

Uia~ l.f!ndles~,'peman~ Equa 
No~emoer 25, nigre than 8,000 Jlr ' 
rabi:ilhtidores Rura:is Sem Tma (MS vists , sur-

ded ~rasllia's central bank to demand more public 
fonn .. :fheyb a ith " 

:t;j 

very sexy, they've been holding ac­
tions that mock and shatter the 
company's twisted marketing of what 
b~auty really_is. These sons of actions 
are fun and easy to organize. There are 
more than 1,000 Victoria's Secret 
stores across the US. Stage an action at 
your local Victoria's Secret, or host a 
call-in day or postcard event. It can be 
just a few friends with signs or cos­
tume-clad hooligans rollerskating 
through the store with cardboard 
chainsaws. These demonstrations viv-
idly communicate an environmental 
message while simultaneously dis­
rupting business. 

Individually, these actions may not 
transform the policy of one of the 
largest catalog distributors in the world. 
But when actions are simultaneously 
taking place throughout the country, 
they will have quite a significant im­
pact. So head on down to the mall to 
raise a ruckus at Victoria's Secret. Con­
front corporate greed and protect the 
world's last endangered forests. 

For more information, visit 
~ www.victoriasdirtysecret.net. 
i Leah is a Cascadian forest defender who 

is working to protect the remaining endan­
gered forests by any means necessary. 

Joshua is a paper campaign organizer 
with ForestEthics and lives in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains in Asheville, North Carolina. 
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Things Grow Better with Coke 

The use of pesticides on farms is nothing new, but farmers 
in India have come up with what they think is an even better 
poison. Instead of paying huge fees to chemical companies 
for patented pesticides, farmers have been spraying their 
fields with Coca-Cola. 

the activist slogan "Fuck Cars" has found a new, more 
literal meaning. 

"It shouldn't be shocking that some people find cars 
sexually attractive," said Gnxlover, who runs the Sex 

"I think Coke has finally found its right .--------~~-~--. 
with Cars website. "After all , car manu­
facturers sell cars using sex. What do you 
do if you are sexually attracted to cars? 
You find ways to have sex with them!" 

use. Farmers have traditionally used sugary 
solutions to attract red ants to feed on insect 
larvae," said Devinder Sharma, a leading 
Indian agriculture analyst. 

But that may not be the only reason for 
Coke's effectiveness. On February 4, a gov­
ernment committee upheld findings that 
drinks made in India by both Coca-Cola and 
PepsiCo contained unacceptable amounts 
of pesticide residue. 

God Creates Big Hole 
The Bush administration has approved a 

book claiming that the Grand Canyon was 
created by Noah's flood. Grand Canyon: A 
Different View by Tom Vail remains on sale 
atthe park gift shop in spite of opposition by 
scientists. 

Joe Alston, park superintendent, tried to 
block sales of the book but was overruled by 
the National Park Service. Top geologists 
charged that the sale of the book violated agency policy and 
undercut its scientific education programs, and the seven 
scientific societies sent a joint letter of protest. 

"Promoting creationism in our national parks is just as 
wrong as promoting it in our public schools," said Jeff Ruch, 
executive director of Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility. "If the Bush administration is using public 
resources for pandering to Christian fundamentalists, it 
should at least have the decency to tell the truth about it." 

Passenger Weight Affects Airline Costs 
With the weight of the average American going up one 

pound per year, a government study has determined that 
airlines may need to increase ticket prices to compensate for 
heftier passengers. 

Over the last decade, the average passenger put on an 
additional 10 pounds of weight, forcing airlines to spend 
$275 million annually on 350 million gallons of fuel to carry 
the extra load. 

"The obesity epidemic has unexpected consequences be­
yond direct health effects," said Dr. Deron Burton of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Besides the economic impact, the extra fuel releases an 
estimated 3.8 million tons of carbon dioxide. 

Have You Driven a Ford Lately? 
Thanks to a growing autophile community, which has 

a website boasting more than 400 members worldwide, 
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Dekhyr Dragon's "Guide to Sex with 
Cars (for Males)" illustrates how inter­
course is achieved. First, affix a foam 
rubber soda can holder with som-e elec­
~trical tape to the inside of your tailpipe. 
Step two depends on what kind of car 
you drive and explains how to achieve 
maximum rocking, and step three en­
tails kneeling behind the car and ... you 
can figure out the rest. 

Expensive Renovations 
" In November, a bag of money was torn i open by beavers and woven into their 
~ dam near Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The 
~ materials for this expensive renovation 
" came from a$ 70,000 heist from the Lucky 

Dollar Casino in Greensburg. 
Deputies re.ceived a tip that three mon­

eybags had been thrown into a nearby creek. 
They found two of the bags right away, but they could 

not find the third bag in the deeper water by the dam. 
They began dismantling the dam to search shallower 
waters, and that's when they spotted some of the currency 
in the current. 

"The beavers hadn't even torn the bills up. They were 
still whole," said Major Michael Martin of the East Feliciana 
Parish sheriff's office. In fact, the only thing that wasn't 
intact was the dam the police destroyed. 

Moose Caught in Wires 
While running power lines to a nearby gold mine, City 

Electric workers southeast of Fairbanks, Alaska, acciden­
tally strung a moose SO feet in the air by its antlers. The 
moose became entangled on OctoberS, before workers 
began raising the new powerlines. When they realized 
what had happened, the workers lowered the moose to 
the ground. Wildlife officials killed rather than tranquil­
ized it to preserve its body for meat. 

The moose had probably decided to challenge the 
powerline to a fight, as moose are known to do during 
rut. The animal weighed 1,200 pounds and had an antler 
spread of more than 62 inches. 

"It's an unbelievable story. The only unfortunate part 
is [that] we had to shoot the moose," said Gabriel Marian, 
president of City Electric. "It would have been a more 
feel-good story if we had let it down and it had ran off." 



h ' 
No Compromise in 

T he very future of life on Earth i~ in dange~. 
Human activities-from huntmg to habi­
tat destruction-have already driven 

countless species to extinction, and the process 
is only accelerating. The destruction of the Earth 
and its sustainable indigenous cultures has led 
to tragedy in every corner of the globe. 

Meanwhile, scientists have confirmed what 
indigenous cultures have taught for thousands 
of years: all forms of life are vitally connected. 
Removing even a single strand from the web of 
life. produces a widening ripple of catastrophe. 
On a more spiritual level, Earth First!ers under- , _ 
stand that we can never be the healthy humans 
that we were meant to be in a world without 
wilderness, clean air and the howling of wolves 
under the moon. 

De 
ofM 

1W~-,~ ~ ·-:-- .i..f!ffil.'~ifii 

!ers rappel from a bridge in Montana 

No Ceder en la Defensa de La Madre Tierra 

It is not enough to ask politicians and corpo­
rations to destroy less wilderness. We need to 
preserve it all, to recreate lost habitats and rein- ~- , 
traduce extirpated predators. We need to stop 

El mismo futuro de la vida en la Tierra esta en peligro. Las 
acti.vidades human_ as-desde la caza basta la destruccion 
del habitat-ya han extinguido especies innumerables, y 

·el proceso solo se va acelerando. La destrucci~n de la Ti~rra y 
sus culturas indigenas sostenibles ha productdo tragedta en 
cada rincon del mundo. 
· Mientras tanto, los cientificos han confirmado lo que han 

ensefiado las culturas indfgenas por miles de afios: todas 
and reverse the poisoning of our air, water and 
soil, as well as the modification of life's genetic 
code. It is not enough to oppose the construc­
tion of new dams and developments. It is time to 
free our shackled rivers and restore the land. 

Earth First! formed in 1979, in response to an 
increasingly corporate, compromising and inef­
fective environmental community. It is not an 
organization, but a movement. There are no 
"members" ofEF!, only Earth First!ers. We believe 
in using all of-the tools in the toolbox, from 
grassroots anc~ legal organizing to civil disobed!­
ence and monkeywrenching. When the law won t 
fix the problem, we put our bodies on the line to 
stop the destruction. Earth First!'s direct-action 
approach draws attention to the crises facing the 
natural world, and it saves lives. 

Guided by a philosophy of deep ecology, Earth 
First! does not accept a human-centered worldview • 
of "nature for people's sake." Instead, we believe 
that life exists for its own sake, that industrial 
civilization and its philosophy are anti-Earth, 
anti-woman and anti-liberty. Our structure is 
non-hierarchical, and we reject highly paid "pro­
fessional staff" and formal leadership. 

To put it simply, the Earth must come first. 

~·- fonnas de la vida est an irnprescindiblemente conectados. Quitar 
basta un filamento de la tela de vida produce un rizo de 
catastrofe que se va ensanchando. En un nivel mas espiritual, 
los Earth First!istas entienden que nunca podemos ser los 
humanos sa nos que debemos ser en un mundo sin Ia naturaleza 
silvestre, el aire limpio y los aullidos de los lobos baj_o la luna. 

No es suficiente pedir a los pollticos y las corporacwnes que 
destruyen menos de la naturaleza. Tenemo~ que pr~servarla 
todo, reconstruir -el habitat perdido y remtroducu a los 
depredadores eradicados. Hay que detener y dar marcha_ atras 
al envenenamiento de nuestro aire, agua y tierra, y tamb1en la 
modificacion del codigo genetico. Noes suficiente oponerse a 
la construccion de presas y desarollos nuevas. Es hora de liberar 
nuestros rios y restaurar a la Tierra. 

Earth First! ("iLa Tierra Primero!") fue formado en 1979 
como respuesta a una comU!lidad medioambiental ~ada_vez 
mas corpor~tiva, inutil y cediendo. No es una orga:~uzact6n, 
sino un movimiento. No hay "m.iembros" de Earth Fust!, solo 
Earth First!istas. Creemos que se debe usar todas las 
herramientas en la mano, desde la organizacion local o legal 
basta la desobedencia civil o el sabotaje. Cuando la ley no 
arreglara el problema, ponemos nuestros cuerpos en el riesgo 
para impedir a la destrucci6n. 

Guiado por una filosofia de ''ecologia profun~a," Earth First1 
no acepta una opinion del mundo antropocentrtco, que ense~a 
que la naturaleza solo existe para los humanos. Al _c~I_ltr~o, 
creemos que la vida existe por la vida, y que la ctvil_lZ<lcwn 
industrial y su filosofia se oponen a la Tierra, la muJer y la 
libertad. Nuestra estructuraes en contra la jerarquia, yrechaZamos 
al"personal profesional" .de alta paga y a los llderes.fon~:ales. 

Poniendolo sencillamente, la Tierra tiene que verur pruner-o. , 



E arth First1 is .a verb,.._n~t a noun. In order to be an 
environmeru l hnovement, you've got to move! Di­
rect acti6n,pi~a:R'~, personal, spiritual and strategic 

efforts to def7,nd the.,;;E~rt,Q,. Earth First! is defined by action, 
the purpose /of whtch isto: 

'if· IJ:-_ -- ·~~rk.::_ 

Halt the DeStril,f. tibn: Fore~ governments and corporations 
to stop theie' x~lbitive extfli~ttqn of natural resources. Even 
the most i §Yr9polic" action 'fal:J: .~top the machine. 

Raise )9e ~~~es: Send a clea.. ·. -_essage to the despoilers: 
"No mQfe busmess as usual." ~., ·.~', 

Attrciet Media: You can't hope ~O.j;Q;mge people's minds 
or pqf pre{lure on politicians wifhl~·~~lling attention to 
the daro<Jge. Demonstrations "demons'trate" to the world 

;, ·it?J{ 

that wh,en all of our letters are ignored, our arguments 
mitigatf d and our legal appeals denied, we still refuse to 
accept the accelerating destruction of the Earth. Civil 
disobedience can expose an 
issue through print, television 
and radio media. 

Strengthen Resolve: Direct ac­
tion is the most empowering 
event imaginable, a rite of 
passage that fills the partici­
pant with a feeling of effec­
tiveness. We learn to work in 
concert with others who put 
the Earth first. 

Civil disobedience is a de­
liberate, thought-out act of 
conscience, even when de­
cided on spontaneously. 
Whenever you show up to a 
demonstration, you risk ar­
rest and physical attack by the 
police or opponents. Be pre­
pared with nonviolence tac­
tics, media spokespersons and 
jail support. 

Demonstrations 
Demonstrations include marches, costumes and street 

theater that present our position to reporters and make 
demands of corporate raiders and government pawns. 
Some Earth First! actions have included 200-pound stumps 
deposited on rangers' desks, manure from cattle grazed on 
public lands stacked against air conditioning vents, pro­
tests held outside the homes of timber executives, helium 
balloons hoisting placards inside convention centers, and 
100-foot banners strung above highways, down smoke­
stacks and across the facades of buildings. 

To be most effective, a demonstration should be: 
Dynamic and Uncompromising: Have clear intent, tactics 

and specific targets. Identify the perpetrators by name and 
target them. 

Colorful and Creative: Create unique and surprising ac­
tions that challenge and amuse. 

Informative: Get out the clear goals of your campaign 
with factsheets and handouts, news releases, songs, skits 
and chants. 

Flexible: Be ready on a moment's notice to revise plans 
as the situation changes, taking advantage of unforeseen 
opportunities, as in the sudden appearance of an offend­
ing executive or an unwanted piece of heavy equipment. 
Come up with a quick alternative when the governor 
is not in, when the building is sealed off, when the cops 
are out in force or when the meeting has moved to 
another location. 

Occupations and Sit-Ins 
Take over the boardrooms, offices and even the homes 

of unresponsive decision makers and bureaucrats. EF!ers 
have put up tents in land managers' offices and locked 

ourselves to their furniture, 
invaded the homes of indus­
try CEOs and put cardboard 
on the air conditioning in­
takes of a district ranger's of­
fice, forcing them to shut 
down their computers in the 
more than 100-degree heat. 

Blockades 
The proper place for an Earth 

First!er is often directly in the 
path of the m'adiinerf that is 
destroying the wilderness or 
your community. This may 
be a symbolic gesture of defi­
ance; it may also stop them in 
their tracks. Either way, it is a 
sure-fire way to take the focus 
out of the boardrooms and 
hearing chambers and put it 
back where it belongs-in the 

wilderness at the scene of the crime. 
Targets can include logging equipment, radioactive waste 

shipments, livestock trucks, dam sites and mines. Methods 
include sitting in the road or chaining yourself to cattle 
guards, gates, doors or equipment. Other actions may call 
for locking yourself to concrete-filled barrels or raising and 
sitting in tripods. The longer a blockade lasts, the more 
effective it is-though even brief, symbolic blockades have 
proven very effective in building public support. 

Treesitting 
Treesitting has been used successfully to shut down 

logging of ancient forests for months, even years, at a time. 
Earth First!ers have rigged cables to surrounding trees to 
prevent them from being cut and to cross over to different 
parts of the canopy. For this you will need experienced 
help and safety tips, which various Earth First! groups can 
provide. Workshops are generally held at EF! gatherings. 



Gets the Goods 
Nonviolent Direct Action 

Nonviolence requires a code of integrity. Everyone in­
volved must agree to a common set of principles or the 
media and police may focus on the 
conduct of a few participants rather 
than the original intent of the action. 
Be careful who you work with and get 
everyone to agree to a set of guide­
lines, whatever your tactics. 

At no time should anyone physically 
or verbally assault anyone or contrib­
ute to escalating violence from the 
police, workers, management or gen­
eral public at an Earth First! action. 

If you are committed not to move­
even if it means your arrest-stand 
your ground. To break and run might 
defeat the purpose·of your action and 
endanger otl}ers . Don't put yourself 
in a dangerous position unless you are 
willing to fa~e danger without mov­
ing. Otherwise, choose a less risky 
method of protest. 

No drugs, alcohol or weapons should 
be carried at the site of any Earth 
First! action. 

Identify potential arrestees ahead of 
time and have a list of their names and 
addresses. Pair each of them up with a 
support person who can be responsible for their keys and 
identification. Monitor and record their arrest using a camera 
or video if possible and follow them through the legal process 
until they are released. 

Plan your -actions well. Prepare street theater, songs, 
chants, costumes, signs and handouts in advance. Make 
a news release for all of the radio, television and newspa­
per outlets in your area. Stick to a few short paragraphs 
describing the destruction you plan to stop or the wilder­
ness you propose for protection, making clear the desired 
result of your actions. It is a good idea to put in a few 
quotes attributed to one or more of your ~pokespersons. 
A good news release should be no more than two pages, 
although one page is preferred. It is better for the media 
to call for more information than it is to issue a long, 
rambling news release. 

Send out news releases a few days before your event. 
Withhold sensitive information until the action occurs. 
Follow up with phone calls to the media the day before 
the action. Never assume they've read your release. Get 
the name of the reporter and ask them if they plan to 
come. You might hint at the more radical (photo oppor­
tunity!) aspects of your action, but don't tip them off to 
anything that the cops shouldn't know ahead of time. 
Don't promise a more radical scenario than you can 
really come up with or the press may not cover your 
future events. Look for the reporters that promised to 

Monkeywrenching 
Monkeywrenching: Ecotage, 

ecodefense, billboard bandits, 
desurveying, road reclamation, tree 
spiking, even fire. All of these terms , 
4,escribe the unlawful sabotage of in­
dustrial extraction and development 
equipment, as a means of striking 
at the Earth's destroyers where they 
commit their crimes and hitting 
them where they feel it most-in their 
profit margins. 

Monkeywrenching is a step be­
yond civil: disobedience. It is non~ 
violent, aimed only at inanimate 
objects. It is one of the last steps in 
defense of the wild, a deliberate ac­
tion taken by an Earth defenderwhen 
almostallothermeasureshavefailed. 

Although Earth First! is often as­
sociated with the practice and mys­
tique ofmorlkeywrenching, the or­
ganized elements of the Earth First! 
movement do not engage in 
monkeywrenching. Any person 
openly sp9,uting off about sabo-

tage shquld be avoided, aff,they may either be a 
;· Wingnut or an agent provocateur. 

Monkeywrenching is not mindless-targets are care­
fully picked for their strategic value. There is a time 
and a place tor everything. Knowing when not to 
engage in sabotage is equally of value. For instance, 
monkeywrenching during public civil disobedience 
jeopardizes all who are present. 

'Although some individual Earth First!ers may be active 
monkeywrenchers, the Earth First! movement officially 
neither advocates nor condemns monkeywrenchfn:g. 

£codefense: AField Ouide to Mankeywrenching(available 
from the Earth First! Journal) contains detailed informa­
'tion on monkeywrenching techniques as we11 as discus­
sions of security, safety, strategy and justification. Any 
potential monkeywrencher would do well to study it 
carefully before embarking on the clearly illegal and 
potentially dangerous path of ecotage. 

show up and make sure that they have someone in your 
group to talk to who is knowledgeable, well-spoken and 
presentable. 

Meet before the action to circle up and focus on the 
emotional, biological and spiritual motivations for your 
urgent work. Circle up again afterward to make sure that no 
one is unaccounted for, discuss what did or didn't work 
and plan a time to meet to do it again! 



La Acci6n Direct a Ohtiene Resultados 

E arth First! es un verba, noun sustantivo. Para ser un 
movimiento medioambiental, jtiene que moverse! 
La accion directa significa esfuerzos personales, 

espirituales y estrategicos en la lucha por la salvacion del 
planeta. Earth First! se define por accion, el proposito de 
la cual es: 

Detener a Ia destrucd6n: Forzar a los gobiemos y corporaciones 
a parar su extracdon explotiva de los recursos naturales. Aun 
las acciones simbolicas pueden detener a la maquina. 

Mandar un mensaje a los explotadores: "Las casas no 
seguiran asi." 

A traer a los medias de comunicaci6n: No podemos despertar 
al pueblo o forzar la mano de los politicos sin hacerles ver 
a la destruccion. Las manifestaciones manifestan el heche 
que cuando no hacen caso a nuestras letras y negan a 
nuestras apelaciones legales, aun no aceptaremos la 
destruccion de la Tierra. La desobediencia civil expone el 
problema por la television, radio y los periodicos. 

Reforzar Ia Resoluci6n: No hay otro evento que nos llena 
con el sentido de nuestro poder como la accion directa. 
Con ella aprendemos como trabajar con otra gente que 
pone la Tierra primero. 

La desobediencia civiles un acto de cohciencia deliberado, 
aun cuando uno se re.suelve a hacerlo espontaneamente. 
Cad a vez que asisten a una manifestacion, estan arriesgando 
el ser arrestado o atacado por la polida o los adversaries. 
Preparense con tacticas no violentas, vocero para los medias 
y apoyo para los encarcelados. 

Manifestaciones 
Las manife~taciones incluyen las marchas, los disfraces y 

el teatro en la calle. Presentan nuestras opiniones a los 
reporteros y exigen concesiones de las corporaciones piratas 
y sus instrumentos gubernamentales. Algunas accione,s de 
Earth First! han sido: gigantescos tocones depositados en 
los escritorios de guardabosques; protestas en frente de las 

Monkeywrenching: 
~'~'Echarlo la Llave Inglesa ' ' 

Monkeywrenching: Ecotaje; ecodefensa; bandidos de carteleras; 
desagrimensar; recuperaci6n de caminos; tree spiking (clavar a los arboles); aun 
el fuego. Todos estos terminos describen el sabotaje ilegal del equipo de la 
exctracci6rt y el desarollo industrial, como una manera de dar golpe a los 
destructores de Ia Tierra donde cometen sus crfmenes, pegandoles adonde lo 
sien-ten mas-en sus margenes de beneficios. 

Monkeywrenching va fuera de la desobedencia dvil. Es no violento, solo 
dai'iando a objetos inanimados. Es una de las ultimas tacticas para defender a Ia 
naturaleza silvestre, una accion deliberada tornado por el defensor de la Tierra, 
cuando casi todas otras medidas han fallado. 

Aunque Earth First! muchas veces esta asociado con Ia practica y el misterio 
de monkeywrenching, los elementos organizados del movimiento Earth 

First! no participan en el. 
Cualquier persona que habla sin cuidado sabre el sabotaje. debe ser 

evitada, pues tal vez sera un loco o un agente del estado. 
El ecotaje no es sin sen tide-los blancos se escojen cuidadosamente 

para su valor estrategico. Hay un tiempo y un lugar para todo. El saber 
cuando no ocuparse en el sabotaje es igualmente valioso. Por ejemplo, 

cometer ecotaje durante desobedencia civil publica pone en riesgo 
a todos los que estan presentes. 

Aunque algunos Earth First!istas individuales esten activos 
en el ecotaje, el movimiento Earth First! oficialmente no 
aboga ni condena el monkeywrenching. 

Ecode(ense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching (Ecodefensa: 
Una Gufa del Campo Sabre Monkeywrenching), es disponible 
por la Earth First! Journal. La guia contiene informacion y 
detalles sobre tecnicas de monkeywrenching asi como 
discusiones sabre la seguridad, estrategia y justificaciones. 
Cualquier ecoteador potencial ganara mucho de estudiarla 
cuidadosamente antes de embarcarse en el rumba peligroso 
e illegal del ecotaje. 



casas de los ejecutivos de negocios; estiercol de ganados 
que fueron pastarados en tierra publica amontado junto a 
rejillas de aire acondicionado; globos de helio elevando 
cartelones en reuniones publicas; y gigantescas pancartas 
atados sobre carreteras, en chimeneas yen gran des edificios. 
Para maximos resultados, una manifestacion debe ser: 

Dimimico y Sin Ceder: Que la intencion, tacticas y 
objetivos sean claros . Identifiquen a los ofensores por 
nombre y sefiaenlos. 

Creativa y Pintoresca: Compongan acciones unicas y 
sorprende_ntes que sean retos y que divierten. 

Informativa: Communican sus metas claras con folletos, 
comunicados de prensa, cantos, teatro y gritos. 

Flexible: Esten preparados para cambiar sus planes en 
cualquier momenta si cambia la situacion. Aventajense de 
oportunidades si estas se presentan, 
como si aparezca un ejecutivo culpable 
o alguna .maquina ofensiva. Inventen 
alternativos si el gobernador este 
auseq.te, el edificio este inaccesible, la 
polida f!parescan en grandes numeros 
o la reunion cambie de Iugar. 

Ocupaci6n Prolongada 
Invadan a las 9ficinas o aun las casas 

de burocrates u oficiales indiferentes. 
EF!istas han in~talado carpas dentro 
de oficinas de los directores de tierras 
publicas y se han encadenado a sus 
muebles. Han invadido las casas de 
ejecutivos y han tapado las rejillas de 
a ire acondtcionado en la oficina de un 
guardabosques, forzandole a apagar sus 
computadores en el calor de 40 gr?dos. 

Bloqueos 
Hay veces que el Iugar de un Earth 

First!ista sea directamente delante de 
una maquinaria destructora. Quizas 
sea un acto simbolico; quizas detenara 
a los ofensores. De cualquier modo, es 
una tactica .garantizada a llamar la atencion fuera de las 
oficinas y dirigirlo otra vez al medio ambiente, donde se 
cometen los crimenes. 

Los blancos posibles incluyen la maquinaria que destruye 
los bosques, envios de material radioactivo, transportes de 
ganado, las presas y las minas. Podrian sentarse en la 
carretera o encadenarse a las puertas, verjas o el equipo. En 
algunos casos, la situacion exige encadenenarse a barriles 
llenos de cementa o erigir tripodes y sentarse en ellos. 
Cuanto mas dura un bloqueo, mas eficaz es, pero aun los 
bloqueos breves han creado mucho apoyo publico. 

Bloqueos en los Arboles 
La tactica de ocupar una plataforma en los arboles ha 

detenido la destruccion de los bosques ancianos por meses, y 
a veces por afios. Earth First!istas han conectado cables a los 
arboles cercanos para irnpedir que esten cortados y para 
moverse por el dose I. Antes de at en tar esta tactica, necesitaran 
ayuda con experiencia y consejos de seguridad. Varios grupos 
Earth First! pueden ayudarles con esto, y se puede conseguir 
entrenamiento en las asambleas de EF!. 

Acci6n Directa No Violenta 
La accion no violenta exige una norma de honor. Todos 

los participantes tienen que consentir en principios 
comunes, o los medias y la polida tal vez concentraran su 
a ten cion sobre unos cuantos participantes y nola in ten cion 
de la protesta. Tengan cui dado al escoger con qui en trabajan, 
y aseg(!rense que todo el grupo esta de acuerdo sobre los 
directrices, cualquier tactica que usan. 

En una accion de Earth First!, no se debe asaltar a nadie 
fisicalmente ni verbalmente, y tam poco se debe intensificar 
violencia comensada por la polida, traba jadores, direct ores 
o el publico general. 

Si la accion requiere de no moverse, aunque estes arrestado, 
quectate en tu sitio. Huir en ese momenta podra dafiar el 
espiritu de la protesta y poner a otros en peligro. Nose pongan 

en una situacion peligrosa si no esten 
preparados a enfrentarlo sin moverse. 
Sino, escogan otra manera de protesta. 

Nadie deber traer las drogas, el al­
cohol, o las armas de fuego a una 
accion de Earth First!. 

Antes de su accion, identifiquen a 
los quien puedan estar arrestados y 
preparen una lista de sus nombres y 
direcciones. Ellos de ben hacer pareja 
con alguein que se responsabilize de 
sus llaves y identificacion. Alguien 
debe grabar los arrestos con camera o 
video, y todos deben apoyar a los 
compafieros hasta su liberacion. 

Planeen sus acciones con cuidado. 
Preparen teatro, canciones, gritos, 
disfrases, cartelones y folletos por 
adelantado. Preparen un comunicado 
de prensa para todos los periodicos y 
las estaciones locales de radio y tele­
vision. Enumeren en unos cuantos 
parrafos la destruccion que desean 
detener o el bosque que desean 
proteger, poniendo en clara cual es el 
resultado que buscan con sus 

acciones. Es buena idea incluir unas citas atribuidos a su 
vocero. Un comunicado bueno debe ser dos paginas 
maximo, pero una es preferible. Mejor es que la prensa les 
interroge despues buscando mas informacion, y no redactar 
un comunicado indeciso y errante. 

Despachen los comunicados unos dias antes del evento. 
jNunca revelen los detalles secretos! El dia antes del evento, 
confirma con una Hamada. Nunca supone que han leido al 
comunicado. Habla directamente con un reportero, fija su 
nombre, y pregunta si asistira al even to. Alude a los aspetos 
radicales de la accion (joportunidad para fotos!) , pero nunca 
revela informacion que la polida no debe saber. No prometan 
un evento mas dramatico que puedan producir, o tal vez la 
prensa no asistira a sus eventos en el futuro. El dia del even to, 
busqua a tus reporteros y asegura que hablan con alguien 
entendido, presentable y que se expresa bien. 

Reunanse antes de ~omenzar su accion y recuerdense de 
las razones emocionales, biologicos y espirituales para su 
obra urgente. Reunanse despues para asegurarse que no 
falta nadie, evaluar lo positivo y negativo de la accion, y 
jplanear para la proxima! 



For~ning an EF! 

Getlt Group 

Together 
E arth First! ~s an international 

movement composed of small, 
bioregionally based groups. 

Earth First!ers become intimately famil­
iar with the ecology of the area they 
inhabit and defend. They apply "direct 
pressure" to stop the bleeding, with a 
potent combination of education, orga­
nizing and creative action. Nothing is 
more empowering than standing defi­
ant against the destruction of our Mother 
Earth with other like-hearted people. 

To start an Earth First! group in your 
area, consider the following: 

Campaigns: Earth First! campaigns 
target human actions that adversely 
impact biological diversity. This can 
include ancient forest defense, endan­
gered species protec-
tion, opposition to 
urban sprawl and the 
preservation of sus­
tainable indigenous 
cultures. To protect 
a bioregion, Earth 
First!ers connect 
with it through our 
hearts and souls. To 
become acquainted 
with that which we 
fight for, we spend 
time exploring our 
watersheds, moun­
tains and canyons, 
just feeling the wild­
ness of these places. 

Contact" Your group 
needs a contact per­
son with a mailing 
address, phone num­
ber and email who 
will respond to in­
quiries and share 
them with the group. This information 
is also listed in the EF! Journal. Main­
tain a mailing list and phone tree for 
announcing meetings and events. 

Security: The importance of respon­
sible security with personal informa­
tion and associations must not be 

underestimated. Be smart, be aware 
and get to know the people in your 
group. Read Agents o(Repression by Ward 
Churchill and].]. Vanderwall, which 
chronicles the effects of state repres­
sion on other resistance struggl~s. If an 
Agent Kno~ks: How to Deal with the FB] is 
a helpful pamphlet ~vailable from the 
EF! Journal. 

Money: Some of the most common 
funding needs are for printing, post­
age, logistics of actions and demon­
strations, legal fees and court fines. 
You may want to set up a special bank 
account for your group, with at least 
two people allowed to sign checks. 

Fundraising: Some ideas include ben­
efit concerts, slideshows and tabling; 

public requests for funding support v.ia 
radio shows, newsletters and the Inter­
net; auctions of goods and services; bi­
cycle pledge rides; foundation grants; 
school money from campus clubs for 
EF! presentations; EF! work parties; sale 
ofEF! merchandise andEF! Journal sales. 

Meetings: Gather for potlucks, hikes, 
music, swims, etc. Meet to strategize, 
plan and carry out your actions! 

Tactics: Education through hand­
outs, news releases, articles, public 
presentations, attending and com­
menting at public meetings, etc. 

Grassroots organizing through 
building coalitions with like-minded 
groups and generating public partici­
pation and input. 

Litigation by utilizing the laws that 
exist to protect what is threatened. 

Demonstratjons and Civil Disobedi­
ence: These are what won women the 
vote, emancipated slaves and retracted 
the US military-industrial ·machine 
from Vietnam. The quickest and sur­
est way to get a new EF! group going is 
to do a fun, nervy action! Bold, ·cre­
ative, confrontational actions gener­
ate media coverage and announce your 
presence to friends and foes. 

The EF! Journal: All are encouraged 
to submit articles to the EF! Journal. 
Use the Journal to update the move­
ment on your campaigns. Announce 
opportunities to attend your gather­
ings. If you do an action, write about 

it and send it in. 
Free copies of the 

EF! Journal are tra­
ditionally mailed 
out to contacts to 
be sold at full cov.er 
price as a fundraiser 
for local groups 
(the Journal only 
requests a postage 
reimbursement). 
Contact the Journal 
office to arrange to 
have a bundle of 
magazines shipped 
to your group each 
issue. Individual 
EF!ers are expected 
to subscribe, since 
the EF! Journal de­
pends on subscrip­
tions to survive. 

A regional newslet­
ter can augment the 
Journal and foeus on 

local issues,list local events and demon­
strations, ·and provide more leeway to 
fit in other items. Production, writing 
and mailing should be done as a group 
to get the maximum number of voices 
represented and to keep all of the wor~ 
from falling on a few people. 



E 
arth First! es un movimiento 
internacional compuesto de 
grupos pequefios con alcance 

bioregional. Los Earth First!istas se 
ponen a conocer intimamente la 
ecologia de la region que habitan y 
defend en. Aplican "presion directa" 
para poner alto a la hemmoragia, 
con una combinacion potente de 
educacion, organizacion y accion 
creativa. Nada puede llenarnos con 
el sentidp de nuestro propio poder 
como pararnos en contra la 
destrucoion de nuestra Madre Tierra, 
con aire de desafio, al lado de otra 
gente que siente lo mismo. 

Para formar un grupo de Earth First! , 
en su region, con_sidet;e lo siguiente: 

Campafias: Las campa{ias de Earth 
First! apuntan· contra todas las 
acciones que dafian a la biodiversidad. Pueden incluir la 
defensa de bosques ancianos, oposicion al crecimiento 
urbano, la proteccion del las especies en peligro de extincion 
y la conservacfon de culturas indigenas sostenibles. Para 
proteger una bioregion, conectamos con ella con toda 
nuestra alma y corazon. Exploramos nuestras cuencas, 
montafias y canones, solo para sentir la naturaleza pura de 
estos lugares que luchamos para proteger. 

Intermediario: El grupo necesita' un individuo cuyo 
direccion, numero telefonico y email este disponible para 
que pueda responder a las preguntas del publico. Esta 
informacion tam bien aparecera en la EF! Journal. Mantenga 
una lista de las direcciones y numeros telefonicos para 
anunciar a los eventos y las reuniones. 

Seguridad: Nunca subestimen la importancia de tomar 
seriamente la seguridad de sus asociaciones y de la 
informacion personal. Sean astutos y conscientes, y 
conoscan bien a todos que componen su grupo. Lean 
Agents of Repression por Ward Churchill y J.J. Vanderwall, 
una cronica de las actividades represivas por el estado 
contra otros movimientos de resistencia. If An Agent Knocks: 
How to Deal with the FBI es un folleto bien util que se puede 
conseguir de la EF! Journal. 

Finanzas : Los gastos mas comunes incluyen la 
imprimacion, el correo, la logistica de sus acciones y los 
costos legales. Tal vez quisieran abriruna cuenta de cheques 
y nombrar a dos personas que puedan firmar los cheques. 

.Recaudaci6n de Fondos: Algunas ideas incluyen conciertos; 
presentaciooooones de diapositivas; estaciones de 
informacion; pedidas publicas por el radio, los boletines y 
el Internet; venta de articulos contribuidos; buscar 
patrocinio para viajes de bicicleta; subvenciones de los 
fundaciones; fondos recaudados por clubs al nivel escolar; 
agrupaciones trabajando con elfin de donar el fruto de sus 
labores; y venta de mercancias de EF! y de la EF! Journal. 

Reuniones: Reunanse para cenas, viajes al campo, musica, 
ir a nadar, etc. jReunanse para planear la estrategia del 
grupo y realizar sus acciones! 

Tacticas: Educacion por folletos, comunicados de prensa, 
articulos, presentaciones publicas, discursos en los mitines 
gubernamentales, etc. 

Organizacion de base por aliarse con organizaciones de 
filosofia parecida y animar a la participacion publica. 

Litigacion usando las leyes que ya existen para proteger 
al medio ambiente. 

Manifestc: r:iones y Desobediencia Civil: Asi se liberaron 
esclavos, la mujer se gano el derecho de votar, y se quito el 
ejercito norteamericano de Vietnam. jLa man era mas rap ida 
y segura de iniciar un grupo de EF! es con una accion 
divertida y audaz! Acciones valientes, creativos y 
conflictivos atraen ala prensa y anuncian su presencia a los 
amigos y enemigos. 

La EF! Journal: Todos se animan a someter articulos ala 
EF! Journal (la Revista de Earth First.!). Usen ala EF! Journal 
para avisar al movimiento como van sus campafias . 
Anuncien las oportunidades de asistir a sus asembleas. Si 
hagan alguna accion, escriban algo sobre ella y somitanlo. 

Los grupos de Earth First! reciben copias gratuitas de la 
EF! Journal, que se puede vender al precio regular para 
recaudir fondos (la EF! Journal solo pide reembolso por el 
correo). Ponganse en contacto con la oficina de la EF! 
Journal y pongan su pedido. Los EF!istas individuales 
deben suscribirse, porque sin estos fondos la EF! Journal 
dejaria de existir. 

Un boletin regional es un complemento excelente a la 
EF! Journal y puede centrarse mas en los asuntos y anuncios 
locales. Su produccion, escritura y envio se debe hacer por 
un grupo, asi garantizando la inclusion de una variedad de 
opiniones, y tambien evitar que todo el trabajo les cae a 
unos pocos. 



The EF! Round River Rendezvous 
The Round River Rendezvous is the annual tribal 

gathering of Earth First!. Each Summer, this week­
long cam pout attracts several hundred Earth First!ers 
from around the world. The gathering is coordi­
nated by a volunteer committee and includes work­
shops, campaign discussions, campfire music and a 
rally with performers and speakers. Perhaps the 
most important part of the Round River Rendez­
vous is the informal networking that goes on. 

In addition, many international, national and 
bioregional rendezvous are held throughout the 
year. Announced in the Earth First! Journal, these 
gatherings are particularly important for develop­
ing a cohesive activist network and planning 
actions on a local level. 

EF! activists in North America also get 
together in the Winter for the EF! Orga­
nizers' Conference. This allows EF!ers to 
converge and strategize about upcom­
ing campaigns, actions and events. 

The Earth First! Journal 
The Earth First! Journal is the voice of 

the radical envirohmentalmovement. Pub­
lished six times a year, it contains reports on 
direct action; articles on the preservation of wilder­
ness and biological diversity; news and ann-ounce­
ments about EF! and other radical environmental 
groups; investigative artides; critiques of the entire 
environmental movement; book and _rnusic re­
views; essays exploring ecological theory and 'l 

.,, sometimes-lively letters to the editor section. The 
Earth First! Journal is an essential forum for discus­
sion within the Earth First! movement. It is meant 
to be bold, controversial, amusing and diverse in 
content and style. You won't find haid-hitting 
news like this anywhere else. 

The Earth First! Journal also markets t-shirts, stick­
ers, music and books advandng the Earth First! 
message. All merchandise is available by mail order. 

For more inro:1 visit www .earthfirstjournal.org. Se puede encontrar una traducci6n de 
esta pagina en www.earthfirstjournal.org 
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blast from the past 
Brigid 1994 Earth First! Journal 

UPRISING IN OHIO! 
BY WHALEY MANDER 

Sean let me use a bike lock to attach myself to the desk 
at the US Office of Surface Mining (OSM). Several thoughts 
run through my head. Why am I sitting here, neck squeezed 
uncomfortably, back aching, suits all around with smirks 
on their faces? Amused? Proud? Whose responsibility is it 
to stop the stdp· mine anyway? Mine by default. 

Why hadn't I- practiced with the lock before the protest, 
in the truck with Joe as we discussed sound bites and 
stapled press packets? What a classless Earth First!er I must 
seem, as it's taken me more than two minutes and the help 
of Dana to get myself securely locked down. The OSM 
secretary gawks at me with a mixture of disapproval and 
embarrassment. Another employee bends down 
to offer a word of support. 

·"Lock it in front of you, so you can see 
what you're doing," Dana explains. Frus­
trated, we try to shove the two pieces 
together, hoping that by some denial 
of physical reality the one would snap 
into the other. "This isn't working .... " 
This wouldn't happen in Idaho or 
Clayoquot, I'm thinking. If these bu­
reaucrats warited to, they could have 
made this job much more difficult. 
Each second might be critical. ... 

But they had been taken by 
surprise; this was probably the first 
time that they'd had their office taken over by the likes of 
us. "This stuff is not supposed to happen in Ohio," thought 
the OSM. "People's lives are either too busy or dull to really 
care." In time, the lock jammed together. 

Ohio will be silent no l_9nger. The Buckeye Forest Coun­
cil, which is the Ohio extension of Heartwood, has taken 
on the agencies and profiteers who are responsible for the 
plunder of our state. It's a struggle because so little of what 
is really Ohio is left to protect. The chestnut, once domi­
nant in these Central Heartwoods, is all but gone. With it, 
we lost our elk, bison, wolves, bears, mollusks, salamanders. 
And that is why the protection of what is left is so crucial. 

In December, the Buckeye Forest Council, with the help of 
Green peace and Earth First!ers, demonstrated at the OSM in 
opposition to a proposed 1,800-acre strip mine in the 
Wayne National Fragment (managed by the same Freddies 

who have brought Ohio clearcuts, oil wells and ORV trails 
aplenty). The Wayne is the only national forest in the East 
to allow strip mining, due in part to the incompetence of the 
likes of the OSM and the US Forest Service. 

The mining should not even have been an issue, because 
of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 
1977 (SMCRA or "smackra"), which prohibits such mining 
on public lands. As with many of our half-assed, half­
implemented laws, the loopholes pass the buck to often­
inept agencies. In this case, SMCRA allows those with 
"valid existing rights" (VER) to hold their deeds to the 
minerals under the land. Sixteen years later, the govern­
ment has still not rendered a definition of VER. The result 
is that these rights have been tied up in the courts and 

linger as a constant threat to public lands. 
Belville Mining Company of Ohio pos­

sessed some of these sub-surface rights 
(wrongs). Belville's deed, which expired in 

1989, afforded it a five-year exten­
sion only if it was engaged in com­
mercial mining operations between 

1984 and 1989. Although the land 
was not mined, and the language of 

the deed was not met, OSM granted 
that Belville had VER and could still 
mine the land. 

In the takeover of the OSM Columbus 
office, we learned that the folks employed 

there (';90 percent of us are environmentalists; we don't 
want to see this") have their hands tied, and they are 
receiving orders from above in Pennsylvania. OSM's lack of 
control at the local level leads us to assume that this 
direction can only be part of a greater scheme to open up 
more public lands for strip mining. 

The devastation of Ohio's ecosystems has come and gone 
and come again. And without much of anything left to 
admire, most Ohioans lack the vision that seems much more 
prevalent in the West. The Wildlands Project is incompre­
hensible to most in our stripped, cut and poisoned state. ("We 
got zoos, don't we?") But we struggle on. We are convinced 
that the abuses must stop here, and growing numbers 
(including the Sierra Club and Greenpeace) are uniting with 
the likes of us, committed to preserving the Wayne. 

Back issues of the EF! Journal are available for five dollars 
each. Order our near-complete, 24-year set for $500. 
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If Everyone in Phoenix .... 

One-hundred million vertebrates 
die 
Every year on the highways 
of America. 

Frogs and Mountain Lions 
Bears 
and Snakes. 

Ravens 
Meadowlarks 
Bannertail Rats 

Deer solemn 
Javelina skittering 
Coyotes and their babes 

Raccoons and Barn Owls 
Baby Quail 
Turkey Vultures-
oh, you Buddha birds .... 

Divvied up evenly 
each state 
kills 
two million. 

Every year. 

If everyone in Phoenix 
were a non-human vertebrate 
and everyone died 
each year, 
and it happened 
in every state, 
we would get 
the idea. 

We could all stay home .... 

-DJINN 
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clear as cut glass & just as dangerous 

Wild and Free 

Who has the right 
· to cut down the ancient ttees? 

Who has the right 
to steal these mysteries? 

Who has the right 
to take the air we breathe? 

The Earth does not belong to man 
Keep it wild and free 

Who has the right 
to push aside the owl? 

Who took the rights 
from salmon and Rainbow Trout? 

Where are these rights 
when people over-crowd? 

The Earth does not belong to man 
Keep it wild and free 

Where is the hawk? 
Where did the eagle go? 

Where is the bear, 
the deer and antelope? 

What does it mean 
to sell our very soul? 

The Earth does not belong to man, 
Keep it wild and free. 

-ERIK OLAF 



Mantis 

The stylish, long green bug 
made it 
all the way 
across the office 
over the 
digital/wooden 
and cement 
terrain 
as silent 
and undetected 
as a belly-crawling survivor 
·of 
Verdun 

. until his 
supplicating pose 
and sheer green elan 
were 
discovered 
a scant 
two inches 
from my publisher's neck 
after alighting 
on her 
chair 

He was greeted 
with a chorus 
of surprise 
and 
delight 

his emerald presence 
reacted to 
as ifwe'd seen 
a wolf · 
in the cul-de-sac 

It was then 
I realized 
how starved 
we are 
for the wild 
for true surprise 

for not-special-effects 

there was something 
indefatigable 
in him 
that was 
already 
missed · 

nothing to do 
now 
but wait 
for that wolf 
after all 

-MLW 9/2004 

And when 
the mantis 
was ported 

all rights reserved to the authors 

into the backyard 
under the wasp nest 
just north 
of the spider webs 

Send poems to: 
Warrior Poets Society 

POB 14501 
Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 

For the Coneflowers 

For thousands of years 
The Midwest sun woke to prairie. 
For hundreds of years 
These coneflowers have breathed here 
Knowing searing summer's heat 
And fires 
Knowing wolves and bison 
Knowing a long, hard day 
Where relentless winter sleep is night 
And now they're all that remain 
Of all that remains 
Of the flickering remnant of railroad prairie. 
Mowed for the "safety" of bicyclists 
The prairie is fading into thickening teasel, 
Which the cyclists assume is a prairie plant. 
This is getting dangerous. 

-jENNY McBRIDE 

January-February 2005 Earth First! Page 35 



Wildly Successful in the . 
Klamath-Siskiyou 

BY TIM R EAM 

When George W. Bush 
claimed the US presidency 
four years ago, forest de­
fenders across the board 
predicted unprecedented 
destruction of healthy for­
est ecosystems. In the Pa­
cific Northwest, that dire 
prediction has not come 
true, apparently for one 
overriding reason: Cutting 
ancient forest is largely il­
legal. The Klamath-Siskiyou 
region of northern Califor­
nia and southern Oregon 
has recently been the site 
of several sweeping legal 
victories. 

and otherwise not in accor­
dance ·with the law." A 
slamdunk for KS Wild and 
the five other plaintiffs. 

It is not just the BLM that 
is feeling the wrath of the 
courts. In October, a ruling 
in KS Wild v. US Forest Ser­
vice (USFS) was handed 
down by a federal court in 
Sacramento, California. 
The USFS had sought to log 
ancient forest in the Beaver 
Creek watershed in the Kla­
math National Forest. The 
court found that "the USFS 
violated the National Envi­
ronmental Policy Act by ar­
bitrarily and capriciously 
disregarding and discount­
ing" the project's impacts. 

Perhaps the biggest vic­
~ tory for northwest forests 
6' came earlier this Fall in a 
~ Ninth Circuit decision fa-
" ~ voring the Gifford Pinchot 

In November, the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals in 
San Francisco, California, 
stopped four timber sales 
and ordered the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) 
to examine cumulative im­
pacts from logging before 

Task Force and others. Ac-
The wild fllinois River running through the Biscuit fire area 

tivists had sued to protect 
habitat areas designated as "critical" under the Endan­
gered Species Act (ESA). For years, the government has 
issued permits to logging companies to ignore the ESA in 
these areas, destroying critical habitat and killing endan­
gered species. Ruling against the widespread practice of 
issuing "take permits," the court instructed the USFS that 
the ESA is meant "not merely to forestall the extinction of 
a species but to allow a species to recover to a point where 
it may be delisted." 

allowing any more cutting. This decision derailed the 
Medford BLM's plans to log extensively in the Little Butte 
Creek area near Mount McLoughlin in southern Oregon. 
The same court also overturned pro-logging federal Judge 
Michael Hogan of Eugene in yet another decision, ruling 
that BLM Environmental Assessments "do not provide 
sufficient information to permit meaningful public scru­
tiny" of the logging proposals, nor" a reasonably thorough 
assessment of the projects' cumulative impacts." 

The ruling, Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center (KS Wild) 
v. BLM, sets a precedent for a number of western states. A 
stymied and flustered BLM admits that having to look at 
cumulative impacts changes everything-it won't be nearly 
so easy for agencies to draw a little circle around logging 
"project areas" and ignore the outside impacts. 

Forest defenders recently achieved another important 
court victory in the Timbered Rock area, where the Elk 
Creek watershed was set to be "salvage logged" this Sum­
mer by the same Medford BLM. In 2002, this area burned 
in a familiar pattern. According to the Oregon Department 
of Forestry, areas with trees more than 200 years old 
experienced 10 percent mortality. Areas with trees younger 
than 35 years (i.e., plantations) burned with 100 percent 
tree mortality. 

Federal Judge Anne Aitken found that the BLM's attempt 
to log the big trees in Elk Creek were "arbitrary, capricious 
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Encouraged by this victory, forest watch groups are now 
reviewing critical habitat maps throughout the Northwest. 
Agencies appear to have delayed projects likely to be 
affected by this precedent-setting ruling. No one can be 
sure how far the courts will take this ruling, but it could 
shut down a great number of timber sales now in planning. 

These legal victories have serious implications for forest 
activists in a second Bush term. The slow rate of cutting thus 
far is not for a lack of trying on the administration's part. 
The pressure these next four years will be even greater. 

Our most important goal will . be to hold onto the laws 
that we already have. Nationally, that means the ESA. There 
are attempts to gut the act every year. The most recent 
attempt was just turned back in mid-November during 
budget negotiations. 

In the West, we have a second hazard loonting on the 
horizon. Oregon Senator Gordon Smith plans to propose a 



bill that would require that all na­
tional forest areas must be logged and 
converted to plantations within two 
years of a fire. Of course, every acre of 
western forest has burned and will 
burn again. Therefore, every wild for­
est outside Wilderness would sooner 
or later be lost to tree cropping. In 
fact, just like the 9,000-acre arson fire 
at Warner Creek in 1991, there will be 
incentives to undo environmental 
protections with the strike of a match. 

In the Pacific Northwest, we will 
face a third major threat. The 1994 
Northwest Forest Plan promised that 
owls would be protected and that 
the timber industry would get a lot 
of tirtlber. Neither has happened. 
Spotted owls are in steep decline and 
the industry has only been given a 
small fraction of what was prom­
ised. There will be intense industry 
pressure to revisit ~he plan to further 
loosen protections. 

Near Fiddler Mountain in the wild Siskiyou 

In the case of the ESA, we already 
have broad public support. We will 
need to watch Congress and be ready 
to fly into action nationwide when 
the attacks come. In the case of 
Smith's salvage law, our work is 
harder. We have to accelerate our 
decades-long effort to help the pub­
lic understand that thinning around 
communities is the best preparation, 
but that forest fires are natural and 
inevitable. Fire doesn't destroy a for­
est, but logging does. In general, we 
need to articulate the essential fact 
that logging ancient forests is all but 
illegal. Yet despite the will of the 
public and the courts, the BLM and 
USFS continue to provide corporate 
handouts of old-growth trees. 

As all forest activists know, all of our 
victories are temporary, all of our losses 
are permanent. Despair and fear are 
rampant, but if we let our guard down 
now, the game is over. Every day that a 

Our movement to protect the last wild forests in the US 
must be prepared to defend these imperfect laws. They will 
certainly notbe getting any better for a while. That defense 
will happen in the political arena, where our actions can 
affect outcomes. 

forest stands, it is that much closer to the day that this whole 
ugly system collapses under the weight of its own greed and 
shortsightedness. Four more years. 

Tim Ream will celebrate 10 years defending forests with EF! 
at the Round River Rendezvous on Mt. Hood this Summer. 

. Mildly Successful at the Biscuit 
Last Summer, the US Forest Service 

(USFS) released a plan to convert 19,000 
acres of ancient forest to plantation 
within the perimeter of the 2002 Bis­
cuit fire in southern Oregon. Beyond 
that acreage, . through a 11 categorical 
exclusion" from environmental re­
view, it managed to destroy 1,000 acres· 
of burned Biscuit forest. The areas 
logged were deemed 11 roadside haz­
ards" but often included in­
ventoried roadless areas and 
ancient forest reserves. 

The 19,000 acres left to be 
logged remain under legal re­
view. In September, the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals is­
sued a temporary injunction 
preventing cutting in ancient 
forest reserves. This successful 
court action appears to have 
backed the USFS off of inven­
toried roadless areas, thereby 
taking about 15,000 acres off 
the table for now. To appear 
11reasonable" to the public and 
politicians, environmental 

groups involved at Biscuit chose to 
let 4,000 acres be logged without a 
legal fight. 

That was not reasonable enough for 
Oregon Senator Gordon Smith, 
though. In October, he threatened to 
attach a 11 rider" to a spending bill that 
would have closed the courthouse 
doors to defenders of the forest. If 
passed, it would have thrown out all 

environmental review and mandated 
the cutting of the entire project. 

A rapid, thorough and sustained cam­
paign to fight the rider was successful 
in late November. Each of the four 
major daily newspapers in Oregon edi­
torialized against Smith. A huge vol­
ume of phone calls flooded his and 
Senator Ron Wyden's offices. For now, 
the rider threat is diminished. 

The Horse Timber Sale of 
the Biscuit Project, however, 
has been cut. Indi, former site 
of an EF! rendezvous and a 
July direct action, is being cut. 
Flat Top, site of a 2003 Memo­
rial Day rendezvous, has just 
been purchased. More sales 
comprising the 4,000 acres are 
on the way. As this issue of 
the Journal goes to press, a 
b~eakaway set of environmen­
tal groups is preparing to file a 
lawsuit to stop these and other 
timber sales that have been 
compromised away by the rest 

A log deck in the Biscuit fire area of the movement. 
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The Strange Case of National C_oal 
The Struggle Continues! 

BY JOHN JOHNSON 

In late September, Karuah Earth First! (KEF!) set its sights 
on a new company called National Coal Corporation (NCC), 
after NCC purchased mineral rights, equipment and permits 
from the Robert Clear Corporation for the disastrous moun­
tain range removal project at Zeb Mountain in Campbell 
County, Tennessee (see EF!J November-December 2004). 
Mountain range removal is a mining practice in which 
entire mountains are literally blown up and dumped into 
adjacent valleys to scrape off 
the coal underneath. 

KEF! held a small protest 
on October 3, with about 
five folks holding signs in 
front of NCC's office in 
Knoxville. Action alerts cir­
culated around the country 
calling for folks to contact 
NCC every Monday in Oc­
tober to express disapproval 
with mountain range re­
moval and all destructive 
methods of strip mining. 

On October 8, two oiffer­
ent KEF! activists awoke to 
find auxiliary sheriff's depu­
ties delivering lawsuit pa­
pers and a Temporary 
Restraining Order (TRO). 
The TRO banned all known and unknown members of 
KEF! from contacting or protesting NCC or from coming 
on any of its property. In the legal documents, NCC 
employees lied and claimed that protesters had waved 
"bludgeons" and blocked traffic. NCC also claimed to have 
been verbally threatened by callers and in email messages. 

On October 15, NCC vs. KEF! came to Knoxville Chan­
cery Court. NCC's lawyer, Charles Kite (also a shareholder 
in the company), dramatically dropped a 1.5-foot-tall 
stack of printed email messages on the table and claimed 

that they had been sent to the company on the previous 
day. He also claimed that NCC had been receiving hun­
dreds of phone calls at the office, imerfering with the 
employees' ability to get work done. 

KEF!'s lawyers successfully thwarted NCC's attempt to 
link KEF! activists with specific threats, and Kite literally 
threw up his hands and said "I give up." The judge threw 
out the TRO, but she allowed the lawsuit for a permanent 
injunction and damages (for supposed security cpsts and 
lost time) to proceed. NCC has hired a high-powered 

· attorney from Nashvi~l~ and 
has presented some vei:y in­
trusive questions to the-ac­
tivists as part of the 
"discovery" process. These 
questions include demands 
for mailing lists, bank ac­
count information, access 
to computers and admis­
sions that KEF! harassed the 
company. The funny thing 
is, although i circulated the 
original alert, NCC jumped 
to sue us so fast, i never got 
a chance to make a call my­
self! This lawsuit is obvi­

:x: ously a Strategic Lawsuit 
~ Against Public Participation 

(SLAPP). It is designed to 
make people afraid to ex­

press their views on mountain range removal. 
Meanwhile, a student group from Kingsport held a 

candlelight vigil in front of NCC Chief Executive Officer 
Jon Nix's house at 3127 Keller Bend Road in Knoxville on 
the evening of October 10. They held signs, shouted at the 
house for more than an hour and left a banner in the 
driveway reading, "Hands Off Zeb Mountain." 

Then, on the night of October 18, Hillbillys from Hell 
held a boisterous protest at Nix's home. This time, things 
got weird. Nix came out shouting and got his neighbors to 

Please contact the l:fOlloWin.g and in NCC}, 95 Revere Dr, Ste A, andKentucky;viciouslyantl:uniott),... 
e-xpress your~isapproval ofm.buntain Northbrook, IL 60062; (847) 559- 4 N Fourth St1 Richmond, VA 2321'9; 
range removafana all other fonns of 0060; (847) 559-5807 (fax); (888) 424-2417; (804) 788-1870(f3x); 
destructive mining {and be •.smart www.crestviewcap.com. . www.masseyenergyco.com. · .: 
fabout it!). •Cunningham &Company (NCC's •West Virgjnia Coal Assodatio. 

•Natiomil Coal Corporation (NCC), public relations firgt), 730 W POB 3923, Charleston, WV 253 
18915 George Williams R.d, Khoxville, Randolph St, Sixth Floor, Chicago, ll.. (304) 342-41.53; (304) 342-7651 (f 
TN 37923; (866) 703..COAL; (865) 691- 60661; (312) 87 6-1 070; (312) 454-0261 www. wvcoal.com. • . 
9982 (fax); info@hationalcoal.rom; (fax); www.cunninghamcomp.wm. •Friends of Coal, l?OB 3923, Charl 
www.nationalcoa.tcom. •Massey Energy Company (de- 1 ton, WV 25339; (866) 982-2'6 

•CrestView Capital Fu,nds (invests stroys mountains in West Virginia www.friendsofcoal.org. 
------~------ --~~~~ 
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help block the road, preventing the 15-plus protesters 
from leaving. Knox County sheriffs arrived and be­
gan to question the protesters. Nix reportedly ranted 
about threats and bombs, and eventually, three men 
claiming to be FBI agents (but who "forgot" their 
government identification) arrived and also began 
questioning the activists. Apparently, both Nix and 
Kite claim that someone left "explosive devices" in 
their mailboxes. The claim seems suspect because 
there has been no media coverage, no Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms agents or postal in­
spector presence and, tellingly, no harassment of 
KEF! activists by the federal government. 

NCC is aggressively moving into the mining busi­
ness in southern Appalachia. Its website brags about 
recent land and mineral rights purchases-77,000 
acres ~n East Tennessee .and another 40,000 acres in 
southeastern Kentucky. Rumor has it that NCC also 
has the inside track to mine the Tennessee Valley 
Authority's Koppers Coal Reserve. To quote NCC's 
website: "The majority of this property has been 
mined minimally over the last 100 years or so, but to 
nowhere near th~ extent to which NCC plans on 
mining it.". · 

NCC is already engaged in large-scale clearcutting 
of the forests on its land. Presumably, the wood is 
being sold to International Paper's Royal Blue Chip 
Mill, a facility renowned for its role in the destruction 
of Tennessee's forests and a past target of KEF!. 

Recently, members of KEF! and several student and 
community groups met with coalfield residents and 
activists· in West Virginia. We saw Massey Energy's 
coal preparation facility 100 yards or so away from an 
elementary school. This school also sits under a valley 
fill and billion-gallon sludge pond. If the valley fill 
and dam fail, the school and everyone downstream is 
doomed. After viewing the effects of this kind of coal 
mining in West Virginia, we decided that an even 
more apt name for it than mountaintop removal is 
"mountain range removal." Typically, the industry is 
trying to change the name to "peak reduction." 

While in West Virginia, KEF! and other groups 
began discussions for "Mountain Justice Summer." 
Inspired by Freedom Summer in the South in 1964 
and Redwood Summer in California in 1990, KEF! 
ho~e.s to bring envi~onmental and human rights 
actiVISts to the coal fields of Appalachia to support 
our homegrown resistance to mountain range re­
moval. KEF!, MountainJustice, the Rising Up! Collec­
tive and Coal River Mountain Watch are in the 
beginning stages of organizing. We want to invite 
traveling activists, concerned citizens; residents of 
Appalachia and others to get involved in the defense 
of our mountains. We envision a summer of educa­
tion, advocacy and nonviolent direct action across 
the coal fields of Appalachia. Join us. 
~or ~ore inf~rmation, conta.ct katuah@riseup.net. 
JOhn JOhnson IS a longtime member of KEF! who loves 

the mountains, forests and waters of Appalachia and 
detests the fear-mongering, greedy cowards in the coal and 
paper industries who would destroy them. 
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RESERUEAMERICA 
They've Sucked the Joy Right Out of Camping 

BY }ESSIE 

I've been to the same state forest 
campground two to four times a year 
for about eight years now. A lovely, 
peaceful place, Pinewoods is tucked 
away in the Southern Kettle Morrain 
State Forest in southeastern Wiscon­
sin. In the past, you just found a site 
that you liked that wasn't taken, 
filled out a slip, paid 
the ranger and set up 
camp. Three years ago 
or so, they changed that. 
There were still a few 
non-reservable sites 
that you could show 
up and camp in, but for 
the most part, you had 
to make reservations 
ahead of time through 
a Canadian company 
called ReserveAmerica. 
I've done it a few times 
now, and the fees 
weren't too bad (four or 
five dollars) . 

Toward the end of the following 
week, for unforeseeable reasons of 
family illness, we realized that there 
was just no way we'd be able to go 
camping in three days as planned. I 
called ReserveAmerica to reschedule 
our reservations, which its website 
says you may do up to three days 
ahead of time. However, the young 
lady I spoke _with informed me that

0 

That's roughly a 90 percent penalty 
fee for canceling the reservation, even 
though I hadn't wanted to cancel at 
all, simply to reschedule. Shocked, I 
tried to politely inquire about what 
could be done to rectify this already 
disappointing situation and was told 
11 absolutely nothing." 

At this point, I'm no longer disap­
pointed; I'm just feeling irate. I said 

something to the effect 
of, 11 SO you're telling me 
that I'm not allowed to 
reschedule, and there's 
no real reason except 
'that's how we do it, 
sorry, there are no ex­
ceptions."' Because 
ReserveAmerica forces 
you to cancel instead of 
letting you reschedule, 
I had to pay $13 in 
~ancellation fees in 
addition to the $9.50 
non-returnable fee? 

After what happened 
last Summer though, it 
is my firm belief that 
ReserveAmerica sucks. I'll 
never do business with 
ReserveAmerica again. 

Being forced to deal with ReserveAmerica to camp 

I mean, come on! I 
understand that there 
are rules and all, but this 
just seems ridiculous! I 
asked if there was any­
one else who would be 
able to authorize it, and 
she said that I could ask 
the customer service 
department, but they 

When we went to the 
ranger station in June, 
they told us that they 
no longer have any sites 

in our forests is pretty much the equivalent of 

selling your soul to Satan at gunpoint. 

that can be reserved in person and 
that all reservations are now made 
through ReserveAmerica. Fair enough. 
Using a website to reserve a campsite is 
progress, and I like progress. So I went 
to ReserveAmerica's website and made 
my reservation. I winced as I paid the 
$9.50 reservation fee it tacked onto 
my bill . That's more than the eight 
dollars a night it takes to camp there in 
the first place! (I found out later that 
its parent company also owns 
Ticketmaster, so go figure.) So I paid 
the $25.50 for two nights and the fee, 
and I got really excited thinking about 
our upcoming camping trip. 
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we could not, in fact, reschedule be­
cause it was technically about an hour 
past the three days. We'd have to 
cancel the first reservation and then 
make new reservations. 

I knew that the $9.50 fee was non­
refundable, and I told her that it was 
okay. She replied, 11 NO, there's the 
$9.50 non-refundable fee, and an­
other five dollar cancellation fee, and 
then ,there's the .... " At that point, I 
was too shocked to process anything 
else.'B~sically, the fees totaled $22.50, 
and I had paid $25.50 originally, 
so my refund would be a whopping 
three dollars. 

would definitely say no 
so it wouldn't do any 

good (and they have kind of a long 
wait time today). 

But she'd be happy to refund my 
three dollars, and then I would just 
have to pay another non-refundable 
$9.50 fee to make another reservation 
right away, plus the eight dollars a 
night (that I already paid, darn it) 
bringingmytotal to $25.50, and would 
I like to do that now on the phone? 

I told her to.leave the reservation as 
it stood and hung up, seething and 
wondering how many campgrounds 
I'd be forced to boycott now. I went to 
the website and logged into my ac­
count so I could look up the exact 



policies that she had referenced, but I 
found that she had gone ahead and 
deleted the reservation-even though 
I had told her to forget it. She did 
refund my three dollars when she 
canceled it. 

If there's one thing I've learned from 
this ordeal, it's that I really truly hate 
ReserveAmerica, and I never want to 
give it another cent of my hard-earned 
money. Never again will I go to a 
campground that forces you to use 
ReserveAmerica because quite frankly, 
it sucks. 

I've decided that I'll use my angry 
energy constructively and ask people 
to join me in boycotting all camp­
grounds that use ReserveAmerica un­
til it rethinks its policies. I just can't 
help . thinking that there has to be a 
better system than the one currently 
in place. 

I love camping with all of my heart 
and soul. It make~ me feel happy and 
alive, but ReserveAmerica just sucked 
the joy right out of it for me. I find it 
completely disheartening that our state 
forests are only accessible by doing 
business with ReserveAmerica. 

The only reason I'm even ranting on 
about this is that I'm really heartbro­
ken. Pinewoods was my favorite place 
in the entire world. My sanctuary, if 
you will. Once again, something re­
ally amazing and beautiful is now ru­
ined for the people who loved and 
supported it, and somebody else is 
profiting off of that fact. 

Please, I beg you, don't ever use 
ReserveAmerica. Being forced to deal 
with ReserveAinerica to camp in our 
forests is pretty much the equivalent of · 
selling your soul to Satan at gunpoint. 

For more information, visit 
www.reserveamericasucks.com. 

Jessie is the owner of Green Web 
Design in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
www.greenwebdesign.com. She is also a 
technical analyst and webmaster for 
a large software company. Jessie, her hus­
band Bob and their two-year-old black 
lab live to camp, hike and play in the 
sunshine whenever possible. 

Fee Demo on Steroids 
The controversial Recreational Fee Demonstration Program has been widely 

expanded and given 10 more years of life, thqnks to a rider forced through by 
Representative Ralph Regula of Ohio in a lame duck session of Congress. 

On Saturday, November 20, Congress passed the Omnibus Appropria­
tions Bill, as required to prevent the government from shutting down. 
Regula, the original architect of Fee Demo, had attached his Fee Demo 
expansion as a rider to thl,s,, yit~l bill. When th~ blll ~oes into effect at the 
beginning of Fiscal Year 2005, all recreational users of land managed by the 
US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and Bureau of Reclamation will be required to pay access fees (see 
EF!J September-October 2004). The Fee Demo program has been renamed 
the Recreation Access Tax. 

Fee Demo has been widely opposed by hundreds of organizations, state 
legislatures, county governments and rural Americans. Critics charge that 
Regula, who has no public lands in his district, does not care what impact 
the Recreation Access Tax will have on people in the West. 

Drivers, owners and occupants of vehicles failing to display a daily or 
annual access pass will be presumed guilty of violating the law, with the 
government under no obligation to prove their guilt. Noncompliance with 
the fee will be a federal crime carrying a sentence of up to six months in 
prison and a $5,000 fine. Annual "Americoit the Beautiful" access passes are 
expected to cost $85-$100. 

Although Regu'la had initially gotten a Fee Demo expansion bill passed by 
the House of Representatives in September, it was never successfully intro­
duced into the Senate. Regula's later attempts to introduce a Fee Demo rider 
in the Senate also met no success-until he struck a deal with Alaska Senator 
Ted Stevens. Stevens agreed to ,introduce the rider in exchange for Regula's 
funding a road project in a remote community in Alaska. Regula is expected 
to become the next chair of the House Appropriations Committee. 

uThis was a victory of pork over prindple," said Robert Funkhouser, 
president of the Western SJ9pe No--Fee Coalition. "[Regula] and Senator 
Stevens have sold out America's heritage of public lands for the price of a road." 

For more information, visitwww.wildwilderness.org. 
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BY KIRSTEN ANDERBERG 

There is something about righteous defiance. It has a 
power that is greater than the sum of its parts: As Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr. said, "When you are right, you 
cannot be too radical; when you are wrong, you cannot be 
too conservative." Or as Gil Scott Heron said, "If you don't 
stand for something, you'll go for anything." 

As I feel the icy winds of the 
Bush administration blowing 
down my back as an outspoken 
activist and independent jour­
nalist, I find I am becoming only 
more resolute in my beliefs and 
my strength to speak until they 
gag me. During my lifetime, I 
have witnessed many people risk­
ing their own personal safety for 
what they believe. I have also 
watched many of those people 
mowed down in senseless deaths 
early in life. But as Holly Near 
sings, "You can kill a man, but 
not a song, when it's heard the 
whole world round." 

Near wrote that line in the 
1970s for Victor Jara, the famous 
Chilean folksinger and activist. 
In 1973, Chilean President 
Augusto Pinochet had Jara's hands 
broken in his final moments, taunting 
him in public to play his guitar with 
broken hands. But Jara then started sing­
ing magnificently, a song of the people's 
power, until the government machine­
gunned him to death. Near continues in her 
song saying, "It could have been me, but 
instead it was you, so I'll keep doing the 
work you were doing, as if I am two." 

In the Winter of 1943, seven prison-

I watched Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther King, Jr. in 
jail. Both won Nobel Peace Prizes in the end. I watched the 
police who beat Rodney King on television walk free and the 
resultant riots that had to happen. I watch now as George W. 
Bush tears my country and the world to shreds. I have begun 
to feel that there is no room for fear as an American. Not with 
this blood on our hands. No justice, no peace. For real. 

This is the time to be that metaphoric defiant and brave 
teenager, unafraid of 
your parents' threats 
and wrath. This is not 
about your perscmal 
safety anymore. This 
is about the safety 'of 
the world. This is about 
disease, pollution and 
the degradation of the 

" Earth for a few rich i families. This is about 
~ American gluttony and 
~ American cowardice. 
o,~ Americans are afraid 

to take action. They are 
afraid to stand up for 
whattheyknowisright 
the moment that riot 

police show up with big sticks 
and chemical weaponry. The powers that 

be know this-that is why they send the cops 
out there in that armor. Yet when I see that 

militarism against free speech on American streets, 
it only strengthens my resolve. And I am not alone. 

I remember being a teenager and figuring out that 
the whole authority game had limits. For instance, 
once I was "grounded," meaning that I could not use 
the phone, do anything after school or see my friends. 
Kind of the type of thing that the government has 
sentenced Sherman Austin to, now that he is out of 

jail. Austin is "grounded" 

ers at the Nazi death camp Treblinka 
dug a tunnel from their barracks to the 
outside of Treblinka's first fence . ,The 
guards pursued the escapees, following 
their footprints in the snow. One pris­
oner did escape, but the rest were 

You cannot control people who are not 

~fraid. You cannot control people who 

have replaced that fear with anger. 

with respect to his "anar­
chist" friends and the use of 
his computer and the .Inter­
net. So I remember being 16 
and being grounded. My 
dad was twisted and enjoyed 
his authority. The phone 

caught, tortured and hung. The last prisoner to die 
shouted political statements from the gallows . .It is this 
lack of fear, right up to death, that haunts me when I fear 
risking my little bit of American safety and ~ec1,1rity for 
issues like world famine, war, the environment and free 
trade. I feel a responsibility to those who,died without 
fear. So what if goons in riot gear paid by ~p~ -s~ate want 
to assault me for speaking out? I feel an qb.lig(!.:tion to go 
on, "as if I were two." 
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rang in my bedroom while I was grounded. I was amazed 
that my dad had left it connected. I picked the phone up 
and discovered that he had left the phone intact but had 
taken out the part that you talk ,into. I could hear my 
friends, but they could not hear me. Twisted. 

I remember thinking that I was already in as much 
trouble as I supposedly could be in. I was expelled from 
school; I was grounded. Then it hit me. If I snuck out and 
defied the punishment, all they could do, basically, was 



expand the grounding-which I was already defying! I 
remember thinking that they could beat me and kill me, 
but that was about where we had gotten to. If I did not 
mind them and did not follow their punishments for really 
stupid things, all they could do was laud on more meaning­
less punishments that I would not obey or escalate it to 
physical violence to try to control me. And the violence 
just made me hate them more. When my dad threatened 
to "beat me bloody blue," I remember thinking, "You just 
go for it, you sick bastard." You cannot control people 
wh.o are not afraid. You cannot control people who 
have replaced that fear with anger. 

My mom used to say that the time to fear 
civil unrest is when the people have nothing to 
lose. That is very true. At this point in my life, 
I see the Bush administration's use of riot 
squads with machine guns in the streets to 
silep.ce real free speech in the same way I 
saw my parents' ridiculous punishments 
for :doing nothing dangerous as a kid. It 
does not scare me; it enrages me. And 
just like I realized that the worst my 
parents could do was beat and kill me, 
I realize the worst that the Bush admin­
istration can do is jail and torture me. 
Since I was· raised in poverty and have 
little to lose, I can tell you that I am as 
defiant against the USA PATRIOT Act 
and Bush's. vision for the world as I was 
against my groundings as a teen. And 
like my mom said, those with the least 
to lose_ are the most dangerous. 

In Anne Cameron's Child of Her People, she describes 
leaving one's body to avoid letting the white men rape her 
soul along with her body. She describes that feeling I have 
felt and expressed, that the worst they can do is kill me. "She 
looked at them and knew she could only die, that was all, 
that was the worst thing anybody or anything could ever do 
to her. And if she died, so what? She only lived inside her 
body and her body was not her. If they killed the body, so 
what; she would become something else, or she would be or 

become nothing-it didn't matter." 
· There is a point where the soul has to disengage 
·to endure, as Cameron describes.Jails are one of 

the places this occurs. Poverty is another one 
· of these soul-disengaging situations. Rape is 

another. Once people have learned how to 
disengage their souls when being abused 

by the powers that be, the powers 
that be lose traction rapidly. This 

~ is the breeding ground for 
· · anarchy. This lack of fear, 

mixed with sincere and righ­
teous hatred of abusive and 
brutal authority, is as old as 
humans. Mix that with some 
hopelessness and nothing left 
to lose, and you have raw 
power. This is the cocktail 
that Bush and his cronies 
have brewed for the world. 

Kirsten Anderberg is an ac­
tivist journalist based in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

January-February 2005 Earth First! Page 43 



Billy Cottrell 

Turns Snitch, 

Found Guilty 
BY ELP AND FBSN 

On November 19, William "Billy" Cottrell was convicted 
on eight of the nine counts he was charged with: one count 
of conspiracy to commit arson and seven counts of arson. 
He was accused of involvement in a series of Earth Libera­
tion Front (ELF) arsons that targeted SUV dealers in the Los 
Angeles, California, area in August 2003 (see EF!J May-June 
2004). Cottrell escaped the most serious charge, relating to 
the use of a destructive device during a "violent" crime. 

That charge, if convicted, would have carried a mandatory 
sentence of 30 years to life in prison. Sentencing is ex­
pected on March 5. 

Unfortunately, on November 17, Cottrell took the wit­
ness stand. During his testimony, he extensively detailed 
the alleged actions of others, identified pictures and placed 
the blame for the arsons solely on other individuals. The 
other individuals who Cottrell identified in court, Tyler 
Johnson and Michie Oe, are now sought by authorities. 

Due to Cottrell's testimony in court, his support net­
work has been dissolved. Further explanation for this 
course of action is below. We urge people to do as much 
research as they can and come to their own decisions. 
Those of us previously involved with Cottrell's support 
network, while condemning him, are not among those 
calling for blood. There are many factors that shift full 
responsibility for this away from Cottrell, among them 
his diagnosis with Asperger's syndrome and his lack-of 
prior attivist history. With that said, we do not believe 
that he deserves any support or resources from an already 
strained movement. 

Undoubtedly, federal agencies will hold this conviction 
up as a victory in their war against "radical environmental­
ism" and the ELF, but ultimately their conviction is against 
one individual who engaged in an ELF action, and no 
more. Cottrell was simply a kid who didn't like SUVs. That 
is where his involvement with the underground Earth 
Liberation movement began and ended. 

The following is a joint statement written by the former 

•-, 

B'litish Civil Se'l.;ant: 

Sent:enced ~o'l A6usf! o~ Q{J{;lce 
On October 25, Barry Saul Dickinson 

of Kent, England, was sentenced to 
five months in prison after pleading 
guilty to ,misconduct in a public 
office. Between June 2002 and De­
cember 2003, Dickinson used his 

- employment at the Driver"vehide Li­
censing Agency (DVLA) to find out 
the home addresses of animal abusers 
and pass them on to animal 
liberationists. In spite of his jail 
sentence, Dickinson refused to tell 
authorities the names of the 
people he had given information. 

Activists working to dose the 
notorious Darley Oaks Guinea Pig 
Farm in Newchurch provided 
Dickinson with the license plate 
numbers of cars visitingthe farm, 
which they allegedly obtained by 
hiding, camouflaged, along the 
road. Dickinson then used DVLA 
computer records to look up the 
home addresses of 13 people, 
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including farm employees and friends 
of the farm's owners. According to Dave 
Bird of the Staffordshire police depart­
ment, "Four of the 13 addresses passed 
on were subjected to criminal damage­
windowssmashed, paint daubed on cars 
and one house was subjected to having 
a water hosepipe put through the 
letterbox." 

"He should have got five years/' 
said Nick Sanders, a farm employee. 
"Two ears of mine have been badly 
damaged, and my home has been 
attacked many times." Sanders 
moved to escape from frequent pro­
tesfs .and actions at his home, but 
Dickinson revealed his new address. 
A week before Dickinson's sentenc­

ing, Sandel's discovered an e'f~ 
figy of himself outside his new 
home-with a noose ardund 

. its neck. 
_,, -TheDarleyOaksFarm, which 
·;-bteed.s> guiri:ea pigs for Vivisec­

. tion research,-has been targeted 
b~militant animal dghts activ­
.iSts for the past five years. 
~'For mor~}nfonnation; ~isit 
w:Ww.liberatiO:p-now.org. 
' Letters of support can be sent 
to Barry Dickinson, LJ78461 HMP 
Blakenhurst, Hewell Lane, 
Redditch B-91'6QS, Engian~-c 



Free Billy Support Network (FBSN) and the Earth Liberation 
Prisoners Support Network (ELP) addressing this situation. 
As stated below, we extend our sincerest apologies to those 
who dedicated their time, money and energy to Cottrell's 
support campaign. Your efforts did not go unnoticed. 

As many people reading this will be aware, William 
"Billy" Cottrell went on trial in November. What is less 
known is that a week before the trial began, Cottrell's 
support network learned that his lawyers intended to run 
a defense argument that involved blaming two other 
named individuals for the arsons. We have confirmed 
that law enforcement identified these additional people 
without any cooperation from Cottrell. It is believed that 
the information was obtained through grand jury testi­
mony and from various forms of electronic surveillance. 
Cottrell's attorneys filed a motion to exclude these addi­
tion(ll names from court and the media, but Judge Klausner 
denied the motion. 

the advice of both FBSN and ELP, this did not occur. 
In court, Cottrell's lawyers alleged that Tyler Johnson 

and Michie Oe were responsible for the arsons that Cottrell 
was charged with Due to various factors, including his 
diagnosis with As: erger's syndrome and imprisonment at 
the Metropolitan Detention Center, FBSN believed that 
this decision was made largely without the input of 
Cottrell himself. 

However, on November 17, William "Billy" Cottrell was 
called to testify. This testimony was witnessed by members 
of his support network. Cottrell stuck to his lawyers' 
argument and blamed Johnson and Oe for the arsons. To 
make matters worse, he also extensively detailed their 
conversations and actions, providing information that 
could not be obtained by authorities in any other manner. 
Cottrell even confirmed their images when shown pictures 
of Johnson and Oe. 

In the interest of protecting all individuals currently 
under investigation for 

· Before activists 
were involved with 
the legal side of 
Cottrell's case, qon­
movement attorneys 
were hired/ and a di­
rection for court strat­
egy was developed. 
Neither Cottrell, his 
attorneys- nor his 
community received 
any support from lo­
cal activists through­
out the grand jury and 

Undoubtedly, federal agencies will hold this conviction 
the ELF actions of Au­
gust 2, 2003, FBSN and 
ELPcannotcondoneany 
court strategy that im­
plicates or exposes oth­
ers. This is particularly 
important considering 
the brutality and wrong­
ful prosecutions that 
characterize previous in­
vestigations by the FBI 
and associated agencies. 

up as a victory in their war against "radical 

environmentalism" and the ELF, but ultimately their 

conviction is against one individual who engaged in an 

ELF action, and no more. Cottrell was simply a kid who 

didn't like SUV s. 

investigation processes. It should also be noted that Cottrell 
was never part of any movement or activist community. As 
a result, serious mistakes were made both in testimony before 
the grand jury and in the handling of alleged evidence. 

As it turned out, the defense strategy that subsequently 
developed wa~ to admit that Cottrell was at the scene of the 
actions and spray painted ELF slogans, but to deny that he 
participated in the planning or execution of the arsons. His 
defense would argue that Cottrell had Asperger's syndrome­
a form of high-functioning autism-and he therefore did 
not have the mental state required to engage in conspiracy. 
They would claim that he was the innocent dupe of the two 
other named individuals. However, the trial judge rejected 
a defense plea of Asperger's syndrome and ruled to exclude 
any mention of the syndrome from the trial. 

As soon as the full defense strategy was known, FBSN was 
shocked to learn that the defense lawyers intended to 
name other people as being responsible for the arsons. 
FBSN had received assurances throughout Cottrell's im­
prisonment that this would not be the case. FBSN strongly 
advised Cottrell, his family and his lawyers against this 
strategy. FBSN also informed ELP about what was happen­
ing, and ELP likewise raised concerns with Cottrell about 
the implications of such a strategy. 

It was decided at that time, by FBSN and ELP, not to 
publicize this defense strategy in order to allow Cottrell 
and his team time to alter their course. However, despite 

Because of Cottrell's 
actions in naming and 
implicating two other 
peopleforthearsons,ELP 
has been forced to with­
draw all of its support for 
Cottrell and instead has 
named him as a police 
informant. Likewise, 
FBSN cannot approve of 
Cottrell's actions and as 
such, the Free Billy Sup­
port Network has been 
dissolved. 

Both ELP and the 
former FBSN would like 

to apologize to all those people who have supported 
Cottrell due to our efforts. Throughout his imprison­
ment, Cottrell received amazing support from 
liberationists across the globe. We sincerely apologize to 
everyone who contributed; we had no idea, until the 
very end, that Cottrell intended to testify against others. 
We did everything that we could to dissuade him from 
his testimony. 

We would also like to remind everyone that although 
Cottrell has turned traitor, there are many other good 
prisoners who need our support. We hope this will not put 
people off from supporting them. 

For more information, visit www .spiritoffreedom.org. uk. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Thetn! 
Regulations for mail sentto prisoners vary 

according to individual prisons. Before send­
ing monetary donations, stamps, books or 
packages, ask prisoners what the regulations 
are. Assume that the authorities read every­
thing that you write to a prisoner. The follow­
ing list is a small sample of the total number 
of political prisoners and prisoner support 
groups worldwide. The EF! Journal offers 
discounted subscriptions for prisoners. Please 
contact us for more information. 

Prisoner Updates 
•Tre Arrow, CS# 05850722, North 

Fraser Pretrial Centre, 1451 Kingsway 
Ave, Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 1S2, 
Canada. Awaiting hearing on possible 
extradition to the US to stand trial for 
alleged involvement in arsons on log­
ging trucks and an Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) arson on vehicles owned by 
a sand and gravel company. Arrow is 
also awaiting trial for charges of shop­
lifting and providing a false name in 
Canada, and he has applied for refugee 
status to prevent his extradition. He can 
now be written to directly at the address 
above, and he asks that people writing 
to him please use recycled or scrap pa­
per . For more information, visit 
www. trearrow .org. 

•Sherman Austin, who served one year 
for maintaining a website with links to 
other websites with information on how 
to make explosives, was threatened with 
new charges by the State of California 
upon his release. In early November, how­
ever, the California district attorney re­
jected all aspects of the case as groundless. 

Page 46 Earth First! Brlgld 2005 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky is due to be 
released in December, after serving 3.5 
years for telling the world that the nuclear 
radiation around Chernobyl was worse 
thaq the Belarus government reported. 

• Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
Federal Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, 
SC 29824-0725, USA. Serving five years 
for actions taken during a celebration of 
the .end ~o the US Navy bombing of 
Vieques,}P,uerto Rico. Gonzalez has been 
transfen:eg for the fourth time, this time 
to the above address. 

• Nestor de Jesus Guishard was released 
on December 9, after serving one year and 
twoJnOJflths for actions taken during tl}e 
Vieques victory celebration. 

•Datilel::Hedqvist, Torsgarden, 618 33 
Kolmarden, Sweden. In October, Hedqvist 
was enl:&nced to 10 months for openly 
damaging equipment at a chicken pro­
cess.t:i\g<:plant and destroying the eggs of 
thousands of chickens that would have 
been bred for the industry. 

•fl Silvestre. Three members of this 
Italian eco-anarchist group-Betta, 
Gioacchino and Leo-have been released 
after 4.5 months under house arrest. 
Their charges of promoting sabotage 
have been dropped. 

• Justus Ireland was arrested on Sep­
tember 4 and charged with an ELF­
claimed arson at a lumberyard in Utah 
(see EF!J September-October 2004). Ire­
land, a known sex offender, was on pa­
role for a violent sexual attack on a female 
child at the time of his arrest. Further­
more, the Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup­
port Network believes that Ireland only 
spray painted "ELF" at the lumberyard to 
draw attention away from himself. Be­
cause the EF! Journal has a policy against 
supporting known sex offenders, Ireland's 
address has been omitted. 

• liiaki Garcia Koch was released in 
November, after serving nearly five years 
for allegedly sabotaging a dam construc­
tion site in Spain. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, serving 5.5 
years for conspiracy to commit arson 
and possession of incendiary devices to 
destroy SUVs, has been given a release 
date of January 5. 

• Michael"Mike D" McCullin was con­
victed of disorderly conduct on October 
25, as a result of July 2002 actions pro­
testing Oregon's Solo Timber Sale. He 
was sentenced to time served and com­
munity service, and released. 

•Andy-Santiago was released on De­
cember 11, after serving more than a year 

for actions taken during the Vieques vic­
tory celebration. 

•Peter Schnell, #04056440, DRB047, 
Santa Clara County Jail, 885 N San 
Pedro St, San Jose, CA 95110, USA. In 
August, Schnell was jailed for breach­
ing the conditions of pis probation. He 
had previously served two years for 
possession of incendiary devices, which 
the prosecution claimed were intended 
to destroy dairy trucks. 

•Sergio Maria Stefani, casa circondariale 
di Palmi, via Trodjo no8, 89015, Palmi 
(Reggio Calabria), Italy. Awaiting trial for 
allegedly damaging fur stores and butcher 
shops and for involvement in the plant-

~ ing of an incendiary device outsid~ a 
butcher shop. Also accused of involve­
ment in a letter-bombing campaign. Be­
cause he was deprived of his vegan diet, 
Stefani recently went on a hunger strike 
and lost 2~ pounds. He has been moved 
to the above address. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, WERDCC, 
POB 300, Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. 
Before she was given a life sentence in the 
early 1990s for shooting a stalker in self­
defense, Thompson was active in animal 
rights and environmental campaigns. She 
has been transferred to the above address. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, c/o 
Bates County Jail, POB 60, Butler, MO 
64730, USA. OnNovember25, Woodson 
was sentenced to four years and three 
months for parole violations, including 
dumping a cup of red paint over the 
security apparatus of a federal court and 
making warnings ("threats") of weap­
ons of mass destruction. In March 2004, 
Woodson completed 20 years for dis­
arming a Minuteman II missile silo with 
a jackhammer, mailing warning letters 
to offidals with bullets inside, robbing a 
bank and burning the money. At her 
November sentencing, she told the 
judge, "What you will be doing today is 
setting the date for my next action, and 
I invite you to be there on that day." 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 
•lbai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, C/ 

San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Irufl.ez 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Awaiting sen­
tendng for allegedly sabotaging a dam 
construction site. 

• William Frediani, Car cere Don Bosco, 
Via Don Bosco 43, 56100 Pisa, Italy. 
Awaiting trial, accused of promoting 
sabotage, participating in direct action 
and using firebombs. Frediani is a mem­
ber of fl Silvestre. 



•Manase Furima, Lembaga Pem­
asyarakatan Manokwari, Jl. Sabang No 
4, Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia. Await­
ing trial for taking part in a road block­
ade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Matius Nasira, Lembaga Pem­
asyarakatan Manokwarii Jl. Sabang No 
4, Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia. Await­
ing trial for taking part in a road block­
ade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Alessio Perondi, Via Pianezza 300, 
10151 Torino, Italy. Awaiting trial, ac­
cused of promoting sabotage and par­
ticipating in direct action. Perondi is a 
member of II Silvestre. 

Animal Liberation 
•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 

Bulliqgdon, Oxfordshire -OX6 OPZ, En­
gland. ·_Serving 10 years for attacking the 
managing director of Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS), rescuing 600 guinea pigs 
from a lab supplier and planting incendi­
ary devices under slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Hanna Ekegren, Box 1005, 718 92 
Frovi, Sweden. Serving 10 months for 
damaging eq.uipment at a chicken pro­
cessing plant and destroying the eggs of 
thousands of. chickens that would have 
been bred for the industry. 

• Paul Le Boutillier, KA9326, HMP Hull, 
Hedon Rd, Hull HU9 5LS, England. Serv­
ing 2.5 years for making phone calls to 
animal abusers, including HLS sharehold­
ers, hunters and agricultural suppliers. 

Ecodefense 
• Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, CH-

8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serving 27 
years for using explosives to target nuclear 
facility powerlines and for the alleged 
murder of a Swiss border guard. He reads 
French, German, Spanish and Italian. 

•Angela - M~rie Cesario, #66522-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Dublin, 5675 8th 
St, Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA. 
Serving three years and five months for 
arson of logging trucks in Oregon. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving 22 years and eight months for 
arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. 

•Jeremy Rosenbloom, #66521-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Sheridan, POB 
6000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Serving 
three years and five months for arson of 
logging trucks in Oregon. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters­
burg Low, POB 1000, Petersburg, VA 
23804, USA. Serving three years for a 
series of ELF actions against McDonald's, 
Burger King, urban sprawl, the construc­
tion industry and an SUV dealership. 

Indigenous Resistance 
•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, 

#07909-051 , POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
KS 66048, USA. Serving 80 years for 
aggravated assault on federal agents, es­
cape and bank robbery. Chubbuck fun­
neled money that he stole from banks to 
the Zapatista Army of National Libera-
tion in Chiapas, Mexico. ·, (. · 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. Peltier, 
an American Indian Movementactivist, is 
serving life in prison after bein~ :trained 
for the deaths of two FBI agents -killed 
during the 1975 Pine Ridge siegtF t ,J? 

MOVE 
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The "MOVE 9," members ·of-an eco­
revolutionary group, were framed for the 
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 
years each. Although many of the MOVE 
prisoners are listed together, they must be 
written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

• William Philips Africa, #AM 4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dal­
las, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 
• Matthew Lamont, #T9025 1/D3-140, 

44750 W 60th St, Lancaster, CA 93536, 
USA. Lamont, an Earth First!er, is serving 

three years for possession of an incendi­
ary device. 

•Robert "Rob Los Ricos" Thaxton, 
#12112716, MCCF, 4005 Aumsville Hwy, 
Salem, OR 97301, USA. Serving a seven­
year mandatory minimum sentence for 
throwing a rock at a cop at a 1999 Reclaim 
the Streets action in Eugene, Oregon. 

Vieques 
Demonstrators celebrated the end of US 

military maneuvers on the island o(Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, in May 2003. Actions taken 
during a victory celebration led to the arrest 
and conviction of several activists, who 
were charged with conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069, Fed­
eral Correctional Complex, US Peniten­
tiary, POB 1033, Coleman, FL 
33521-1033, USA. Serving two years and 
nine months. 

•Jose Montanez Sanes, #26317-069, 
MDC Guaynabo, POB 2147, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico 00922-2147. Serving one 
year and six months. 

• Jorge Cruz, #26318-069, Federal 
Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, SC 
29824-0725, USA. Serving one year and 
six months. 

Prisoner Support Groups 
•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 

www.anarchistblackcross.org. 
• Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Network, 

818 SW Third Ave, PMB 354, Portland, 
OR 97204, USA. 

•Books Through Bars, 4722 Baltimore 
Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143, USA; 
www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440, 
USA; www.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin St, 
Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612, USA; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•Free's Defense Network, POB 3, Eu­
gene, OR 97440, USA. 

•FriendsofFree, www.freefreenow.org. 
•North American Animal Liberation 

Front Supporters Group, POB 69597, 
5845 Yonge St, Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3, Canada. 

• Prison Activist Resource Center, POB 
339, Berkeley, CA 94701, USA; 
www. prisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Book Program, 110 Arling­
ton St, Boston, MA 02116, USA; 
www. prisonbookprogram.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 At­
lantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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He's \tVorking on Your Side! 

BY STu SuGARMAN 

Dear EF! Lawyer, 
What are the keys to a foolproof alibi? 

-HUGH D UNNJT 

Dear Dunnit, , 
An alibi is a defense against a criminal charge where the 

defendant claims that she or he was elsewhere at the time 
the offense occurred and therefore could not have comi_Ilit­
ted the crime. The burden is on the defendant to prove !in 
alibi at trial, so the defendant must have strong evidence 
that she or he was elsewhere at the time of the offense. If 
a judge or jury did not believe the defendant' s -alibi, they 
almost certainly would not believe the defendant's denial 
of the charge, and conviction 
would follow. This high-risk real­
ity means that the defendant 
should present an alibi defense 
only when their evidence is strong 
enough to practically ensure that 
they will be successful at trial. 

felony convictions (convictions of crimes punishable by 
more than a year in prison) and misdemeanor convictions 
(convictions of crimes punishable by up to a year in jail), 
such as theft and giving a false statement, can be used in 
many states to attack a witness' credibility. The government 
can also attack alibi witnesses by using their reputations for 
lying (if such exists) against them. The witnesses must be 
convincing when describing to the judge or jury what 
happened and~when. It usually helps to have a clean-cut 
witness, though I have found dreadlocked, pierced-and(or 
tattooed forest defenders who are also very effective. 

Using multiple sources of information at trial to proNe 
the alibi, also called "corroborating evidence," helps make 
the defendant's evidence more believable. So, showing the 
jury a store's security video and providing the store's clerk 

who was there to support the video 
and to explain what is going on in 
the video may be a good idea. If 
you are relying only on witness 
testimony, then get several wit­
nesses to tell their version of the 
facts and back each other up. Re­
member that witnesses are almost 
always excluded from the trial so 
that one witness cannot watch 
another witness testify. 

Time and date-stamped video 
proving that the defendant was 
elsewhere when the crime oc­
curred would be powerful alibi 
evidence. Such evidence might 
arise from a birthday party, a street 
protest or a vacation. Even better, 
many stores hiJ.ve security cam­
eras that might have filmed the 
defendant running a routine er­
rand while a crime was occurring 
somewhere else. Any video the 
store produces would be especially 
believable because the store would 
have no motive to alter the tape. 

You folks really need a better alibi than, 
"Just walking in the woods" 

Defendants using alibi evidence 
must notify the government well 
before trial of the place where the 
defendant claims to have been 
along with a description of the 
evidence-such as the names and 
addresses of witnesses that the 
defendant will call to support 
the alibi defense. This requires 
the defendant to have the alibi 
evidence organized and ready to 

If there is no videotape, other 
compelling alibi evidence could include a recorded, time­
stamped phone message or a time-stamped store receipt 
supported by the store clerk's convincing description of his 
or her interaction with the defendant. Note the common 
thread in all of these examples is that the source of the alibi 
evidence is highly reliable and is not interested in the 
outcome of the trial. 

In most alibi cases, this evidence does not exist. Instead, 
the defendant relies upon his or her own testimony, as well 
as testimony from family and friends, that the defendant 
was somewhere else when the crime was committed. When 
relying on any witness testimony, it is important to ensure 
that the witness has no criminal convictions that could be 
used to attack that witness' credibility. For example, all 
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go weeks before trial. On the other 
hand, in response to a defendant's notice of alibi evidence, 
the government must provide, also before trial, a similarly 
detailed description of the evidence it will offer to disprove 
the defendant's alibi evidence. This advance notice will 
allow the defendant's lawyer time to investigate the gov­
ernment witnesses' criminal histories and reputations and 
use that information to attack those witnesses at trial. 

The alibi is one of countless ways to win a criminal case. 
By working before trial to ensure that the judge or jury 
will believe your alibi, you can improve your chances for 
victory at trial! 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stuart A. Sugarman, LLC, 
3430 SE Belmont #101, Portland, OR 97214; blc@hevanet.com. 
Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" on the subject line. 



A wild environment is inspiring, 
because all species of flora and fauna 
live together to their full potential. 
Contrast this· with a society where 
the majority.of human animals are so 
estranged from nature that they are 
systematical)y destroying their own 
habitat. Yet, we, too, are a part of 
nature, so our culture alienates us not 
only from the wild but from each 
other as well. It is a recognition of 
this loss that distinguishes eco-radi­
cals from environmental reformers. 

Environmental problems have been 
caused by human behavior and be­
liefs, therefore a radical eco-psycho­
logical approach is crucial for finding 
solutions. Presently, our human ego 
not only destroys the environment 
but inhibits our movement's ability to 
protect it.· To overcome this, we all 
need to find roots in a personal prac­
tice that holds life sacred and encour­
ages an engaged intimacy with our 
fellow beings. Otherwise, facing the 
challenges ahead is nearly impossible. 
Activists on any front throughout his­
tory have seen the dire need to create 
sustainable communities of resistance. 

Intellect alone will never really serve 
the cause of wildlife, for those of us 
who act to save a wetland or defend a 
river are not really motivated by rea­
son. We are motivated by what we 
care for. We simply inhabit a world in 
which actions of this sort make sense. 

The premise for the 2005 Earth 
First! Organizers' Conference is to 
find a place for humanity within .the 
EF! movement. We will meet in the 

aUenation or connection? 

8-2 i • southern arizona 

J • I I I 
t r) : 

Dragoon mountains of south~rn Ari­
zona to create a unifying experience, 
one that strengthens the bonctst rbe­
tween active Earth First! groups • and 
supports the coordination of new ones. 
We will look at ways to build motiva­
tion from a positive source rather than 
a negative one. We will also inv~sti­
gate ways to work with more'.. erse 
social groups, getting perspect{~ fl'om 
past campaigns and guest speak 

A representative from every active 
Earth First! group is expected to attend, 
and we welcome anyone who is inter­
ested in strengthening the core of the 
radical environmental movement. 
Through sharing our experiences, we 
will evaluate our organizing and action 
styles to see where we can improve our 
efforts to create an authentic, life-serv­
ing subculture that can sustain envi­
ronmental advocacy. 

EF! North America organizes two 
gatherings a year: the Summer 
Round River l~endezvous, which is 
more of a jamboree and orientation 
to IT!, and the Organizers' Confer­
ence and Winter Rendezvous-a 
strategy and organizing event. We 
hope that folks \viii arrive on Friday 
afternoon and stay until J'vlonday's 
dav of action. 

What to bring: camping gear (if 
you don't know what to hi'ing, just 
ask), warm sleeping hag, warm 
weather and free z ing weather 
clothes (you may find yourself hiK­
ing nai-;ed all day long and in the 
en·ning han• icicle hoogersl, rain 
gear, a couple of personalized water 
containers, a dish, utensils, mug, 
toill't paper, snacks, musical instru­
ml'nts and inform<ttion about your 
hiorl'gion and campaigns. 

For more information, directions or if you need financial or logistical 
travel support, contact (520) 792-6472; az_earth_first@hotmail.com,· 
www.earthfirstjournal.org. -
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National Conference on Organized Resistance 

February 3-6 ·Washington, DC 
For the last seven years, the National 

Conference on Organized Resistance 
(NCOR) has served as a vibrant meet­
ing space for radical activists of all 
varieties. The conference has gotten a 
little bigger, better and perhaps even a 
bit predictable each year. This year, 
organizers want to shake things up. 

Look for amazing workshops, discus­
sions, skillshares and more. Workshops 
that go beyond the basics will be fea­
tured, as well as long-term movement 
strategizing discussions and critiques. 
Workshops in which participants have 
an opportunity to make connections 
with each other are highlighted. 

Of particular note, organizers are 
actively seeking contributions from 
those voices that have often been 
marginalized or under-represented in 
radical conferences, media and visible 
movement events. 

At NCOR, participants will strategize 
for 2005, continuing to build toward a 
future beyond electoral politics and 
protest hopping. · 

NCOR is held at American University 
in Washington, DC. For more informa­
tion, contact NCOR, POB 33977, Wash­
ington, DC 20033; ncor@mutualaid.org; 
www.organizedresistance.org. 
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G~ASSROOTS ANIMAL RIGHTS CONFERENCE 

J,; · FEBRUARY 18-21 ·NEw YoRK CITY 
Liberation movements throughout history have relied on the energy, passion 

and creativity of grassroots activists. Now, it's time for grassroots animal r!ghts 
activists to join together to take the animal rights movement to the next level. 
The first annual Grassroots Animal Rfghts Conference (GARC) will provrd.e_the 
forum for doing that. 

GARC is unique in its focus on breaking down the barriers between audience 
and organizer; its strong focus on the link between animal abuse and other 
forms of oppression; its orientation toward activist skill and strategy sharing; 
and its particular focus on the grassroots segment of the movement. 

The conference will also feature regional summits where grassroots activists 
can come together and build alliances and coalitions to more effectively 
promote animal rights issues at home. 

All animal rights activists are invited to attend. Women, persons of color and 
persons born outside of the US are particularly welcome. Housing and food 
costs will be kept low, and a limited number of travel scholarships are available. 

ore information, visit www.grassrootsar.org. 
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PROZAC GENERATION 
The Youth, Interrupted collective seeks submissions for an upcoming 

anthology on the psychiatric oppression of young people. The collective is 
especially interested in receiving submissions from people whose stories 
include the experience of being institutionalized during the period of the 
1990s to present, but welcomes submissions from people of any age who 
experienced psychiatric oppression as youth. 

Greater numbers of youth than ever before are being forced into "mental 
health treatment," in the form of residential"treatment" centers and the 
for-profit youth incarceration industry, which includes managed care 
"behavioral health" hospitals and "behavior modification" boot camps. 

Too often, young people have been the subject of someone else's research. 
The Youth, Interrupted collective seeks to create the opportunity to break the 
silence. This book will not only be a resource for kids, but for parents as well, 
who may feel pressure to turn to psychiatry to "fix" their kid. 

The deadline for submissions is March 31. 
For more information, contact Youth, Interrupted, POB 6281, Washington, 

DC 20015; youthinterrupted@yahoo.com. 



The Ca Buffalo Ca Need Ca You 
The Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC) is on patrol all day, every day, 

defending the Yellowstone buffalo in their native habitat. BFC documents 
every action taken against the buffalo: Any buffalo outside the Yellowstone 
National Park boundary is in danger of being shot on sight, hazed or 
captured and shipped to a slaughterhouse. If you want to help create a 
legacy where the wild buffalo roam free, volunteer your time with BFC. 

BFC has immediate openings for field volunteers. There is a great need 
for folks during the Winter, when tae buffalo migrate to lower elevations 
in search of forage, and in the Spring, when the mothers venture to thei{d r 
traditional calving grounds outside the park boundaries. , 

Winter in Yellowstone can be harsh, but it is also extremely rewarding. , 
It's a 'great time to get oriented with BFC's daily patrols. Winter fiel~ 
patrols run sunup to sundown, November through February. Spring; i,s 
also a demanding time for the buffalo and BFC volunteers. The days ~;e 
long, and buffalo are everywhere in need of help and witnesses. Volun­
teers are badly needed at this time of year. Spring patrols run March-June, -. 

BFC asks that .volunteers dedicate a minimum of two weeks. All 
volunteers are provided with room and board, as well as meals. BFC 
promotes a ·substance-free environment. 

For more information, contact BFC, POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 
59758; (406) 646-0070; www.buffalofieldcampaign.org. · 

Beyond Boundaries: 13th 
Annual Forest Conference 

January 28-30 ·Ashland, Oregon 
Forest activists and 

conservationists will 
gather to share infor­
mation, network and 
strategize about how 
to protect public, in­
dustrial and private for­
ests throughout the 
Americas. This annual for­
est conference will explore international 
efforts to protect temperate rainforests in 
Canada, South America and the US. 

As our understanding of the complex­
ity of forest ecosystems has increased, so 
has the rleed to discover strategies that 
push the forest protection movement 
beyond the political. Conference sessions 
will probe the challenges inherent in 
efforts to protect industrial and private 
forestlands. Activist workshops will also 
be offered to teach skills critical to effec­
tive forest protection campaigns. 

For more info., visitwww.headwaters.org. 

Ecological Restoration Project Looking for Volunteers 
The Michigan Nature Association owns 160 nature sanctu­

aries in Michigan. One of these sanctuaries, in southwest 
Michigan, has an old farmstead on the north part, including 
a bam and trailer home. The volunteer caretaker lives nearby 
and has been working with other volunteers to restore the 
farmstead to nature. The other part of the sanctuary is 
wooded, with the Black River running through it, and con­
tains the largest blue heron rookery in southwest Michigan. 

Up to three volunteers are needed for the Spring and 
Summer to help restore the area to its natural roots. 
Housing is provided in the trailer. The caretaker will 
work with the volunteers and educate them 
about the sanctuary. 

The Michigan Nature Association's 
goal is to give volunteers at least as 
much out of the experience as they 
put into it, including a thorough 

education in the plants and animals of the area. 
For more information, contact Michigan Nature Associa­

tion, 326 E Grand River Ave, Williamston, MI 48895-1418; 
(5 17) 655-5655; jeremyemmi@michigannature.org; 
www .michigannature.org. 
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covering com-munities 
of resistance 

for over three years 

tl~ 
' · - · magazine 

subscribe for $18 to receive 6 issues 
of the award-winning magazine. 

• Bumperstickers 

PO Box 1225 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 

or subscr ibe online at 
www.clamormagazine.org 

• 3" Round Window Stickers 

Contact the Earth First! Journal to order your free 
stickers today. You pay J9r postage and we'll send you 

as many stickers as you want. 
(520) 620-6900 • collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 

Stop Public Lands Ranching! 

Concerned c5ingles. 
links socially conscious singles 

who care deeply about 
the earth , the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide I international 
All ages • Straight I gay 

Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE: Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 

OR TELEPHONE ( 413) 243-4350 
oR VISIT www.concernedsi les.com 
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No Compromise is dedicated to wdfyiDJJ the grassroots animal 
lilletation movement by providing a forum in wbich activists c:an 
exchange information, share strategy, distaSS important issues 
within the ~ovement, network with each other in an o_pen, and 
respec:tfw eiimonment and strengthen the grassroots. Every issue 
of No Compromise contains the latest in news fiom ~­
animal Jiheration organizations, Jlaimal Liberation Front action 
updates, ac:tivist interviews, special focus sec:tions, usefui hoW:~ 
information, and commentary. No C:Ompromise is puhlished 
quarterly an~ prodiJC:ed entirely by activists for activists. 

Get your subscription today! $15 Regular/$10 StudenV$20 Outside of U.S. 
Contact us for more information on distribution rates for groups and infoshops. 

No Compromise 740A 14th Street #125 San Francisco, CA 94114 
831-42 5-3007 www.nocompromise.org nc-info@nocompromise.org 

You Make the Call! 
Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 

call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and get 

top-quality service, competitive rates and the satisfac­

tion of knowing that five 

percent of your bill goes to 

this enviro-rag each 

month. To sign up, con­

tact (5 10) 644-2778; 



Earth First! 
Journal 

$100 - eighth page 
$200 - quarter page 

$350 - half page 
$650- full page 

*purchase three ads, 
get the fourth ad free* 

more info: 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org 

Wildroots 
Wildroots is a collective radical 

homestead focused on bringing people 
together to share skills for rewilding 

and reconnecting to nature and to affect 
cultural change from a biocentric perspective. We 
are seeking ·like-minded prospective collective 
members a~d are open to visitors and work traders. 
Contact us for details: (866) 460-2945, ~ 
wildrootsnc@ziplip.com, www.wildroots.org. ~ 

Radical Talk Radio Now! 
Farai Chideya on Working Assets Radio 
Nate Clay on WLSam.com 
Thom Hartmann on cableradionetwork.com 
TheGuyJamesShow.com 
Mike Newcomb on 1100KFNX.com 
Ed Schultz on BigEddieRadio.com 
TheTonyShow.com 
PeterWerbe.com 
Janeane Garofalo on Air America Radio 
And, many right-wing hosts www. -locator.com 
are open to dissent. Reclaim the airwaves. 
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· Earth First! 2005 Directl\ction Calendar 
Only,lO 

EF!J~~rnal. POB 302_3; 'fu~~o:n. AZ 85702 

Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ... the radical environmental journal 

I Name----------- 0 $500 Lifetime Subscription 0 $40 Surface Mail, International 
I 0 $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) 0 $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
I Address 0 $40 F1'rst Class 0 l $50 Air Mail, Intemationa 
I City, State, Zip+4 0 $40 Anonymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

: Tel. _____ Country ____ 0$75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ ___ DONATION 

I Email ________ ___; __ OSend me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 
I 
I 
I 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 

Credit Card Orders 

# 

circle one: Visa I MC 

Exp. date-----

L--------------------------------------~ 
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DIRE.C.TORY 

ARIZONA 
Chiricahua-Dragoon Alliance 
POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 
(520) 824-3201; asante@vtc.net 
Chuk'shon EF! 
sabthebastards@hotmail.com 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 
Phoenix EF! 
2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 
phoenixef@excite.com 
Tucson EF! 
az_earth_first@hotmail.com 
CALIFORNIA 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
North Coast EF! 
POB 28, Arcata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; 
shunka_2004@yahoo.com 
Santa Cruz EF! 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot/Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 
smartMeme project 
2940 16th St Ste 216, San Frandsco, CA 
94103 
(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 
COLORADO 
DIY Traveler's Inn 
(303) 554-0923; 
pathogenusa@ecomail.org 
FLORIDA 
jeaga EF! 
c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 
POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 
ILLINOIS 
Autonomous Zone 
1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, IL 
60622 
azone@azone.org 
INDIANA 
Boxcar Books and Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, IN 
47401 
(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Roadblock EF! 
roadblockef@yahoo.com 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
massdirectaction@riseup.net 
Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 
POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 
(978) 688-35~9 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 
maineef@yahoo.com 
Pt!dt}'te's Free Space 
POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 
peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 
MICHIGAN 
Massasauga EF! 
POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 
MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POlt.llro75, St Paul, MN 55116 
(800) 862-7031; 
contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale AveS, Minneapolis, MN 
55405 
(612) 871-7119; paarise@mtn.org 
ONAMOVEEF! 
7908 Minnetonka, St Louis Park, MN 
55426 
(612) 719-7000; 
onamoveearthlst@aol.com 
MISSOURI 
Confluence/St Louis IMC 
POB 63232, StLouis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 
MONTANA 
Buffalo Field Campaign 
POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
( 406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Cold Mountains, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
Wild Rockies EF! 
(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 
Environmental Resource Center 
205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; 
buffalobruce@panhandle.net 
NEW YORK 
Central New York EF! 
POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 
Project Harmony 
216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
Wetlands Preserve 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 
(212) 947-7744; 
adam@wetlandspreserve.org 
NEW JERSEY 
Green Vigilance 

... 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 
South jersey/Philly EF! 
224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 
08225 
phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 
NORTH CAROLINA 
KatUah EF!/Roadkill Faction 
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
katuahfirst@hotmail.com 
Uwharrie EF! 
bison 12@wildmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Unci Maka Uonihanpo 
POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 
treeeyes@westriv.com 
QHl.Q 
Comer Books 
108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 
45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 
23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 
POPLAR 
POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 
poplar@riseup.net 
OREGON 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 
POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 482-2640; ef@cascadiarising.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@riseup.net 
Cascadia Rising! Ecodefense 
POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 
(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 
Green Anarchy 
POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
Wild Siskiyou Action 



(541) 482-2640 
PENNSYLVANIA 
EF! Philly 
earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 
KatUah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
Katiiah EF!/R,iver Faction 
POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 
katuah@riseup.net 
TEXAS 
Dirty South EF! 
POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302 
dsef@riseup.net 
UTAH 
Wild Wasatch Front 
864 W 700.St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
VERMONT 
Save the ~orporations (from Themselves) 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
VIRGINIA 
Shenandoah EF! 
POB 504, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 
risinguphburg@y(}hoo.com 
WASHINGTON -
Olympia EF! 
POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 
Shuksan Direct Action 
sda@riseup.net 
The Last Wizards 
2103 Harrison Ave #2341, Olympia, WA 
98502 
james@lastwizards.com 
WISCONSIN 
Madison EF!/Infoshop 
1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 
53703 
(603) 262-9036 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! . 
POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
(307) 690-6961; 
teewinotef@wildrockies.org 

W"'~J~~TW" .. eco-action .. org 
International Contacts 

AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 
7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540, • 
Australia 
(61) 2-44-466-477 
CANADA 
EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St 
Laurent, 2 e etage, Montreal, Quebec 
H2X 2T3, Canada · 1_.r;,~:J, 
Elaho EF! . <· 7 Gl' 
earth_first@ziplip.com ;.;~ ao· 
CURACAO ,,. 
EF! Cura~ao 'f' • 
POB 4893, Willemstad, Cura~ao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 
POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6, Czech RepabliCi' 
zemepredevsim@volny.cz· 
Car Busters 
Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 
carbusters@ecn.cz 
EIRE 
An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) ,_(til!• 
54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, Ireland 
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yaho<r.1edtn l' 
ENGLAND 
EF! Action Update 
12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 
mail@actionupdate.org.uk 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 
16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 
A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, 
Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
0161-226-6814; 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co. uk 
London Rising Tide 
62 Fieldgate St, London E1 1ES, UK 
info@risingtide.org. uk 
London EF! 
84B Whitechapel High St, London E1 0, UK 
07751-432-240; eflondon@ziplip.com 
FRANCE 
Les Eco-guerriers 
71 Av Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart, France 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 
EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 
Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 
12045 Berlin, Germany 
green.rage@web.de 
llilliA 
Anand Skaria 
POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 
Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 
001 Bihar, India 

ISRAEL 
Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 
NETHERLANDS 
GroenFront! 
Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, 
Utrecht, Netherlands 
31-84-8666018 (tel/fax); groenfr@dds.nl 
NIGERIA 
Environmental Rescue International/ 
EF! Nigeria 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
234-52-25-45-29; 
environm en talrescue@yahoo .co. uk 
PHILIPPINES 
EF! Davao 
44-20 Elenita Heights, Minta!, Davao 
City, 8000, Phillipines 
POLAND 
Citizen's Environmental Movement 
ul. Prochnika 1/301, 90-408 Lodz, Poland 
42 630-17-49; ore@ore.most.org.pl 
.BJl.S.SIA 
ECODEFENSE! 
POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000, Russia 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 
Rainbow Keepers 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082, Russia 
(8312) 34-32-80 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 
POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB, Scotland 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 
c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife KY16 
9Q, Scotland 
01334-477411 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 
POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016, 
South Africa 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 
110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 
136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, 
Seoul, South Korea 
82-2-7 4 7 -8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
S£AIN 
Environmental Workshop 
IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago, Spain 
SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 
Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg, Sweden 
UKRAINE 
Rainbow Keepers 
POB 322, Kiev 252187, Ukraine 
7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 
WALES 
Gwynedd and Mon EF! 
The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 lAX, Wales 
01248-355821 

January-February 2005 Earth First! Page 55 



Delicious Mischief 
Ann Coulter Fed a Heaping 

Helping of Humility 

BY AL PIEDA 

This is AI Pieda. On October 21, our agents served Ann 
Coulter a heaping helping of humility as she was leaving 
the University of Arizona's Centennial Hall in Tucson. This 
was done in the spirit of humor and political satire. Coulter 
was chosen for mockery because she spews dangerous 
fascist dogma while posing as a journalist. 

As always, AI Pieda's actions were nonviolent;- vegan 
and organic. 

Ann Coulter speaks of the necessity of war. AI Pieda 
believes that war is avoidable. Ann Coulter speaks callously 
of war in a manner that illustrates just how far her life is 
from the reality of war: 

"Liberals are always talk­
ing about why we shouldn't 
go to war for oil," said 
Coulter. "But why not go to 
war for oil? We need oil. Of 
course we use most of the 
world's oil; we do most of 
the world's production." AI 
Pieda believes that war is 
ugly and gruesome. We be­
lieve that civilian popula­
tions, in particular the poor, 
always suffer in war. Coulter 
is an unapologetic racist and 
imperialist crusader. She 
appeals to people at their 
least rational. 

out of place. 
The audience 
hooted and hollered 
in agreement as Coulter in­
sulted Arabs, Muslims and gays. 
They laughed uproariously at each of 
her clever z!ngers. Clearly, we were not witnessing political 
discourse, but-political theater. Our irnprovised._fil!.al act 
seemed entirely appropriate. · ·-:. 

Coulter delivered a mix of hate speech, one-line_~s and 
bad puns while the audience rejoined with applause and 
"amens." AnAl Pieda favorite was, "I'm tired of having the 
gay agenda shoved down my throat. Apologies to all my 

:.. 

gay male readers." Come on 
folks, that's funny. So is pie. 
In all seriousness though, 
homophobia is gay. 

Right now, two Al Pieda 
operatives, Zach and Phil, 
are being charged with as­
sault, disturbing the peace 
and criminal damage. We 
ask everyone involved, 
where is your sense of hu­
mor? If Ann Coulter wants 
to tell towel-head jokes, Al 
Pieda will be the first to 

~ laugh. We will also be the 
§- first to retaliate with jokes 

Al Pieda believes in nu­
ance. We believe in discourse. 
We believe that emotional 
appeals can be made to 

"Never doubt that a small and dedicated group of 

people with pies can change the world. Indeed, it is 
people's higher virtues- the only thing that ever has." 
their compassion, their sense 

of our own. No one was 
hurt, however something in 
the neighborhood of 40,000 
Iraqi soldiers, 15,000 Iraqi 
civilians and 1,000 Ameri­
can soldiers have been killed 
in the war in Iraq that 
Coulter cheerleads. Also, no 
Al Pieda agents have been 
found in Iraq. 

of justice, their desire for lib-
erty-rather than to their 
darkest emotions-their fear, 
their xenophobia, their rage. We believe that shallow pun­
dits and the carnivals they manage deserve mockery. 

For the above reasons, we chose Ann Coulter for pieing. 
We listened to Coulter's entire speech before letting loose 
with the pies. Our resolve was only strengthened by listen­
ing to Coulter. Her words are strikingly ugly in written 
form, but her venomous delivery to a live audience made 
them even more inte.nse. 

The atmosphere of the talk was one of pageantry. Pyro­
technics, perhaps a burning cross, would not ha~e seemed 
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-MARGARET MEAD 

Special thanks to Agent 
Apple and everyone else of the Biotic Baking Briga_de 
(BBB) for the inspirational book, Pie Any Means Necessary. 
Pie high! 

For more information, visit www.alpieda.org. 
The BBB cookbook, Pie Any Means Necessary, is more than 

100 pages of stories from pie-rect actions around the world, the 
theory and history of political pie throwing, the BBB's rules of 
crumb and the agents' favorite pie recipes for maximum sploosh 
effect. Pie Any Means Necessary is available from the EF! 
Journal for $12. 



C...la~~iv 

~'f"! 1-~h i y-f~ 
Now In 
Stov/::: 



If you 
torture 
animals, 
\.Ve "'ill 
not be 
stopped 
from 
liberating 
them .... 
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