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The Honor of Being Called on Your Shit

At the Winter Organizers’ Confer-
ence and Summer Round River Ren-
dezvous, Earth Firstlers were talking
about sexual dynamics, power and
abuse. This is a good sign. People are
opening up to difficult issues and
being less defensive. Some people are
even coming together to directly con-
front sexual abuse in our communi-
ties and campaigns.

At the Organizers’ Conference in
February, men’s and womyn'’s circles
discussed gender power dynamics
within the Earth First! movement.
During the womyn'’s circle, we dis-
cussed a man at the gathering who
had recently abused a womyn in his
community, and he was in denial
about the problem. Many womyn did
not feel safe with him there.

When the discussion circles came
together, we decided thatasmall group
of womyn and men would ask the
man to leave the gathering. It was a
rough solution to a messy, compli-
cated situation. The
community was

in a reactive
stance—some-
one had threat-
ened our safety,
andwedid what
seemed wisest.
That incident
left me with
many questions
(and I know I
wasn'’t the only
one). Once an
abuser gets
kicked out of
a commu-
nity, then
what? How do
we keep others
from getting
hurt? How do we

hold that person accountable for their
actions after they move away? Do we
ever accept that person back? How do
we avoid a one size fits all solution?
How do we deal with an abusive situa-
tion while it is occurring, rather than
waiting until someone is hurt and the
community is divided? How do we
evolve the Earth First! movement to be
proactive against sexual oppression?

The domestic violence workshop at
the Summer rendezvous provided
some answers to these questions. We
need to make changes within our-
selves and in our relationships to the
point where we can “feel honored to
be called out on our shit.” If you are
acting in an abusive manner, a per-
son should feel free to point that out
to you, without worrying about your
reaction. You would then take the
opportunity to step back and exam-
ine your behavior.

We can’t just deal with sexual
oppression in isolated incidents. As
communities striving to create sus-
tainable alternatives to corporate and
government control, we need to de-
velop processes to work with abusers
and survivors, as well as the net-
works that provide our communities
with tools, skills and resources.
We need to learn mediation skills
(you can often get free training
by volunteering at hotlines or shel-
ters), and we need to hold discussion
circles where we create common
ground by defining terms such as
abuse, power, privilege and oppres-
sion in our community.

Sexual abuse and oppression only
work to divide us, thus weakening
our fight to protect the Earth. It is
time for us to get proactive and build
a strong, respectful and supportive
base from which to wage our battle
for the Earth. Hopefully, these dis-
cussions and actions will remain a
priority—until all abusive behavior,
whether toward other humans or the
planet, has ceased.

—SAMANTHA

The Earth First! Journal is published eight times a year on the solstices, equinoxes and cross-
quarter days on or about November 1, December 21 (Winter Solstice), February 2, March 21 (Vernal Equinox),
May 1, June 21 (Summer Solstice), August 1 and September 22 (Autumnal Equinox) by Daily Planet Publishing,
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. US subscriptions are $30. Outside the US, surface delivery is $40 and airmail is
$50. See form, page 53. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702.

Upcoming deadlines: Mabon-August 5/Samhain-September 16
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BY FAITH WALKER

Fauna. n. animal life.

Cabala. n. an esoteric, secret matter or mysterious art.

Cleaner wrasse (Labroides dimidiatus) prefer mucus. Reef
fish of many species, called clients, visit these wrasse at
cleaning stations within their territories, which contain a
single station if small, and several if large. Here, to the
benefit of both cleaner and client, ectoparasites and in-
fected tissue are bitten off and eaten by cleaners. Individu-
als of most client species visit cleaners about 100 times
daily, and most cleaners have close to 2,000 interactions.

Cleaners, however, try to cheat in their mutualistic
relationships by incorporating fish mucus and scales into
their diet, to the detriment of clients. If clients have only
one cleaning station in their area, they retaliate by chasing

W

gauna (abala

the petite, indiscreet cheaters, ensuring co-
operation next time. If they have more
than one, they just swim away to an-
other, ignoring the cheater’s wrasse ass
until it cooperates. Cleaners will always
continue to sneak mucus treats, however,
simply trying to do so less often than other
cleaners, so that eventually they’ll build up
a clientele larger than their cohorts. This is a
rare example of mutualism being reinforced
by punishment.

Cleaner wrasse (top) with client

Dear STHFS: Letters to the Sditors

On May 10, the Thunder Nation Drum Group led a protest to
University of Minnesota President Mark Yudof’s office. Yudof is
planning to “study” the Mount Graham issue further before making
a decision about joining the controversial large binocular telescope
project in Arizona, despite the united and uncompromising senti-
ment against it from the Minnesota Native American community.

For more information, visit www.mountgraham.org.

Dear Editors,

We Apache very much want Earth First! readers to
know how heartened we were to recently learn that
Germany’s Max Planck Institute abandoned its Mount

Graham radio telescope because the
mountain is too wet, clouded and un-
suitable for astronomy.

Though University of Arizona (UA)
will never get first place in astronomy
because of that mountain’s bad visibil-
ity, they have already achieved several
firsts for a US university:

¢ The first university to arrest a Native
American (Apache) for praying on their
sacred mountain, a mountain the US
government ruled sacred to the Apache.

e The first university to demand prayer
permits from Native Americans praying
on Mount Graham.

¢ The first university to produce a writ-
ten plan to eliminate the religion and
: 4 traditional culture of the Apache.

» The first university to lobby to exempt itself from US
Native American cultural and religious protection law and
US environmental law.

* The first university to fight against listing an endan-
gered animal species.

We Apache, our elders, our medicine people and our
tribal governments beseech all Americans not to let this
university continue to inflict its harm upon us and to
relocate its telescopes to where they can conduct real
science without impaired visibility.

—RuTtH ROGERS
continued on page 30
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FBI on the Run

DaVVl/II thmcv[ celebrates a §’hmnin§.
\/id‘owl n the EF! v¢. FBI langurt

BY TURTLE

The afternoon of June 11 will not soon be forgotten by
Darryl Cherney, the Earth First! legal team nor their ardent
supporters. It was on this day that a federal jury returned
a verdict in favor of Earth First! activists Judi Bari and
Cherney in their historic lawsuit against four FBI agents
and three Oakland Police Department (OPD) officers (see
EF!] June-July 2002).

The night before they made their final decision, at least
one juror prayed to God to help her do the
right thing. Mary Nunn would later recall that
after listening to the testimony, she believed
that the FBI and OPD had clearly lied about
their investigation. “I'm surprised that they
seriously expected anyone would believe
them,” she said.

Feeling that the FBI lacked any credibility,
the jury awarded nearly four-and-a-half mil-
lion dollars in damages to Bari and Cherney for
violations of their First and Fourth Amend-
ment rights.

Through this verdict, a clear message has
been sent to the FBI that it does not have free
reign to trample people’s civil rights, what-
ever political views an individual may hold.
In this moment, with the tables turned, the
FBI is on the run.

And with this huge victory in his pocket, I
jumped at the opportunity to talk with Cher-
ney about the trial, its relevance to the move-
ment, how he endured such an exhausting
process and what his future holds.

EF!J: After anticipating this day for 12 years,
word reaches you that the jury had arrived at a
verdict after three weeks of deliberation. It is said
that those minutes when you are called into the
courtroom—when you know the jury has come to
a unanimous decision, and you are merely wait-
ing for it to be announced—are the longest
moments in the entire legal process. What was
your gut feeling that day, prior to the verdict
being read? :

DC: My gut feeling was always that the jury would never
rule in favor of the FBI and OPD. The lies that the OPD and
FBI told about Judi Bari and myself were legion, obvious,
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and they were just not going to fly in the face of, really, any
reasonable person on any jury.

All of the signs indicated that we were going to prevail.
When the jury spent that long deliberating, it meant that
they were giving very careful thought to the charges we
filed. If the jury had come back with a decision in two or
three days, we would have been worried. But after three-
and-a-half weeks, it was clear that this was an intelligent
jury that wanted to do the right thing.

My greatest fear was that the jury might come up with a
hung verdict—
that the reason
theywere taking
so long was that
they were argu-
ingand couldn’t
reach adecision.
A hung verdict
would have
been worse than
a defeat because
then we would
have had to try
the whole thing
over again.

Let me assure
you that spend-
ing six weeks
in court with
the FBI is a
profoundly
unpleasant ex-
perience. Even
though our law-
_ Yers got to call
§ theFBland OPD
officers liars on
the stand, and
even though
great gobs of
truth were re-
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| record, it was
A victorious Darryl Cherney  still a very dis-
mal experience being in a federal courthouse, in awindowless
room, with a bunch of really hostile, mean-spirited agents
and cops—who probably would just as soon take out a gun




and shoot you long before they would ever dream of uphold-
ing the US Constitution.

EF!J: It is true that many people have been stunned by the
magnitude of the verdict and the jury’s courage to deliver such a
strong message against the FBI. What do you believe Judi would
have to say in response to the verdict if she were alive today?

DC: It is always dangerous terrain asking and answering
the question: “What would Judi do?” However, on one
hand, Judi would be absolutely pleased as punch that we
won and that we brought six out of seven agents to justice.
On the other hand, Judi Bari would say, “Get Richard Held.
Held’s next.” She passed away before Judge Claudia Wilken
dismissed Richard Held from this lawsuit. Ultimately, the
judge dismissed six of the FBI agents
we had charged, including all of the
top brass. Judi would have been out-
raged by that.

Not speaking for Judi, but speaking
for myself, I can tell you that the victory
was bittersweet and melancholy. We
received a modicum of justice, but hav-
ing towait 12 years to receive a small bit
of justice is too long in a democracy.
During that entire time, the old expres-
sion came to mind: “Justice delayed is
justice denied.” So really, Judi would
acknowledge the inadequacies of the
court system, and she would point
out that the court system allowed the
real culprit, Richard W. Held—a
COINTELPRO architectand possibly the
man nextin line, at the time, to become
the director of the FBI—off the hook.

EF!J: With striking implications for the
Earth First! and global justice movements,
can you share your thoughts on what the
verdict means to the movement’s future?

DC: First of all, it means that the
movement can fight back. We don’t
have to take this crap from the FBI.

I can tell you that the FBI probably
finds nothing in the world more dis-
tasteful than to pay any activists in the Earth First! move-
ment four-and-a-half million dollars. That, in and of itself,
is very sweet. Now we haven’t exactly gotten that money
yet, and it might be years before we see a penny, neverthe-
less the concept is probably driving the FBI up the wall.

Secondly, it shows that Earth First! was targeted by the
FBI, and that we are victims of FBI terrorism, as opposed to
being terrorists ourselves. That the real terrorists are in
government. This news is certified in the record, and the
FBI is going to have to live with that no matter what.

It also shows that 10 members of the American public can
look at Earth First! and look at the FBI and OPD and make a
decision that the Earth First! activists were trustworthy and
that the police officers were not.

And, may I say, that the issue of monkeywrenching
dominated this trial. In fact, when I was on the stand, I
defended the concept and practice. Quotes from both Judi
Bari and myself—either advocating monkeywrenching,
talking about monkeywrenching workshops or praising

the monkeywrenching that other folks have done—were
brought into evidence repeatedly. The jury saw that, and
they still ruled in our favor.

EF!]: Was there an instant during the trial, with all of its
unforgettable stories, that particularly stands out in your mind?

DC: If one day stood out beyond all others, it was the
day that the jury got to walk outside, beneath the sunny
skies, and look at the bombed car. I think another high-
light was Judi Bari’s video testimony, which really brought
the jury to tears and also showed how thoughtful and
honest Judi was.

The jury got to hear over and over again how Judi Bari—
a single mother of two children and an advocate of

nonviolence—allegedly took a pipe bomb, stuck it under-
neath her driver’s seat and then went cruising through
the streets of Oakland as if it was nothing.

With eight members of the jury being women, it seemed
very clear that they knew, as mothers and as women, that
Judi Bari would never do such a thing. And to see the car
itself and to see how the bomb ripped through the sheet
metal, blew out the windows and blasted out the door in
the front, really made an impression on the kind of
violence against Judi Bari that this bomb perpetrated.

EF!J: Do you wish anything could have happened differently?

DC: I would have done a few things different. One, we
would have brought the DNA evidence into trial. The judge
limited our time so drastically that we had to start bailing
things out of our ship in order to stay afloat during our limited
time schedule. So we did not present the fact that we had
genetic material that traced a fake Earth First! press release to
Candy Boak of Boak Logging. She’s a subcontractor to Pacific

continued on next page
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FB' on ‘H’I@ Kun continved...

An Intervienw with Dawa Oh@mcl/]

continued from previous page
Lumber. We also matched a police informant letter to a death
threat. We could have shown the jury that solving this crime
could have been alot easier than the FBl and OPD made it out
to be, but we didn’t present that material. That’s a regret.

On the witness stand, I sang “Spike a Tree for Jesus.”
Some Earth Firstlers may be very proud of that, others may
hold their mouths
agape in horror. I was
planning on singing
“Who Bombed Judi
Bari?,” but the FBI es-
sentially made a mo-
tion that limited the
song I sang to one of
three songs.

My lawyer, unfortu-
nately, didn’t fight
hard enough to try to
allow me to sing
“Who Bombed Judi
Bari?,” and so we
boxed ourselvesinto
a corner and I wound
up singing “Spike a
Tree forJesus.” If I had
it todoall over again,
I would have sang
“This Monkeywrench of Mine.”

EF!J: It seems like the trial must have provided subject
material for new songs. Do you have any ideas about what we
might expect as a creative outcome?

DC: Toward the end of this year, I plan on writing a book
about the story of the campaign to save Headwaters Forest.
I plan on recording two more CDs, one of original music
and one of parodies I've written.

When I create my next album, I do plan on having some
new material. The trial was laden with humor and with
creative inspiration. In fact, I've developed a new career as
animprovisational stand-up comic. Almost every week, I'd
get up on a stage to do a trial update and sort of spontane-
ously, I just started doing stand-up comedy lampooning
the FBI and OPD. It wasn’t hard.

Musically, I see the trial as being an incredible song. But as
of this moment, I haven’t had a single second to myself to

uﬁ'%%zag
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rest, relax and compose my thoughts. So I do plan on taking.
a year to archive the history of what we’ve experienced, both’

through songs and literature. I also hope to make a movie. .

EF!J: Let’s talk about the stamina needed to endure such a
tedious, drawn out process. The determination of yourself and
the legal team certainly deserves recognition. What kept you
going throughout the trial?
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DC: When I first moved to Humboldt County, I made a
pledge to myself that if I was going to start a campaign to
take on Charles Hurwitz and to protect some ancient red-
woods, then I would see that campaign through to the end.

Of course, I didn’t think the Headwaters campaign
was going to take at least 16 years. I didn’t think that
we would get bombed and have a lawsuit that would take
12 years.

When it comes
down to the stamina
to endure the six
weeks of trial and the
three-and-a-half
weeks of jury delib-
eration, I can attribute
it to the incredible
support team and net-
work that backed this
trial up.

And of course, we
{= had the inspiration of
Judi Bari, who was a
{ S very magnetic person-
|5 ality and charismatic
{2 leader. T will use the

§ word “leader.” She led
a lot of people to do

Alicia Littletree and Dennis Cunningham at the Fiddle Down the FBI rally on May 24 the right thing by ex-

ample. That is what leaders do: they lead by example, not
by telling other people what to do.

I think there was just the moment itself—that we had
to get through this; that we worked all this time. You
know, hardship has been endured for lifetimes, whether
you are a Palestinian refugee living in a decrepit camp or
whether you’re a spotted owl looking for a home. Last-
ing six weeks through a trial is relatively mild compared
to the suffering that people and creatures go through in
this world. Putting it in perspective really helped me get
through this.

Then, our lawyers were thoroughbreds; they were like
racehorses. They were built for the long haul. Alicia
Littletree, who lived with Judi Bari off and on for seven
years, was the Zen paralegal. Nothing would phase her. If
anybody ever saw the movie “White Men Can’t Jump”
with Woody Harrelson, Alicia was in “the zone.”

So I think a lot of things kept this lawsuit together for
that entire time. What actually almost broke our spirit was
the jury deliberation. People were going pure nuts with
nothing to do. Waiting was much harder on the psyche
than going through the trial. Earth First!ers aren’t used to
doing nothing.

continued on page 40
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The only jurorwho has thus
far agreed to discuss the EF!
vs. the FBI trial with the me-
dia in any detail, was, by her
own reckoning, the staunchest
supporter of the Earth First! case in
the deliberation room. She works for
American Airlines.

Hank Sims, with the Anderson Valley
Advertiser, had the opportunity to
speak with juror Mary Nunn in
July after Judge Claudia Wilken

lifted the gag order she had
previously placed on the jury.
The following is an excerpt from

that conversation.

AVA: One thing that was interesting about the
verdict: In every instance where you found for both Judi
and Darryl, you ended up awarding Judi more money.

Nunn: I didn’t agree with that. I didn’t agree
with themoney atall. Iwanted very high money.
I wanted $40 million—I didn’t want that low
number. But the richest woman on our jury—
the one that wore the Rolex—only wanted
$100,000. And we did an average. That’s why the
number dropped so severely.

AVA: Were some of the FBI people you saw on the
stand scarier than others?

Nunn: Iwouldn’t say somuch scary. Iwouldn’t
want to be them when they go to meet their
maker, how’s that? They can do whatever they
want on this Earth. My only consolation is that
I won'’t share Heaven with folks like that.

In contrast, you had the people of Earth
First!. They come and take the stand. No arro-
gance at all. When they spoke of things, when
they reflected on their projects and their
plights, they didn’t have all that anger and
crud going on. When actually, they were more
deserving of it.

They were difterent people. They were a people
that exuded love, warmth and good feeling, and
you could feel that from across the room. Ididn’t
have to shake their hands or know their names.
I felt that in the room. That'’s all they had.

They just weren'’t the type. These people pro-
tect our environment. The things we take for
granted are their whole way of life. That doesn’t
go hand-in-hand with going out and bombing
somebody. People who go so far to protect a tree,

\speak.ing_ Trvth to Fower

An Interview with
Juror I\/\aw’ Nuvnn

they wouldn’t dare hurt something that’s got
blood flowing through it. It doesn’t fit!

They were beautiful! I wanted to run away and
become one of them. I'm not kidding! I mean, I
was really impressed. They were just beautiful
people. They were gorgeous. I was checking
them out to and from the courtroom. They were
great people. One time I was in line waiting to
get in, and they were concerned about Darryl
getting his diabetic medication. Did he have a
sweet? They brought him a bagel, they said. And
I said to myself [whispers], “That’s gorgeous.”

[Supporters in the courtroom] took time out of
their day—they gave up their income, they were
there every day. They were faithful, they were
loyal. Who's got friends like that? I've got one or
two, but I don’t have a 150. What does that say
about this? That he doesn’t have good spirit and
good character, to have people such as that?
That come every day? Those FBI agents didn’t
have that.

I adored the whole group. I adored Darryl
Cherney, I adored the beautiful daughter [Lisa
Bari]. I'm feeling very cheated that I never got the
pleasure of absorbing Judi Bari within the court-
room. I felt doubly cheated—and so did many
others of us—that we couldn’t go and meet with
them after the verdict and celebrate with them.

I cared deeply about what was going to happen
to them. As a matter of fact, when I was driving
home I used to say, out loud, “I got your back,
Judi. Itain’t going to go down the way they think
it is.” I used to say this on the way home, and I
don’t even know her, do you know what I'm
saying? But did  want to fight for her? Yeah, you
better believe it.

AVA: That's amazing.

Nunn: It's not amazing at all. You gotta stand
for something or you're going to fall for any-
thing. When you see evil and you see good,
you'd better get with the good. I think we're
accountable for our actions, in the end. And not
only that—do you want me to tell you the most
important thing of all?

AVA: What's that?

Nunn: A lot of people don’t know this. It just
feels good. There’s no better high in all the world
than to do good. It warms your whole heart up.
You carry it with you all day, and you can’t even
buy a drug that will give you that.
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In Memory of an Earth Warrior

What's there to say for some-
one that's dead? For someone
who has had such

animpact onmy life,
as a friend, as a lover.
We rode the rails to-
gether, ran from cops
together, stood up
to the cops and

i looked themin the
eye, drank and
made love like we
were mad (and we
were—mad for
each other). We
bickered in a way that was
operatic. We held each

The Ballad of Beth O’'Brien

BY DESERT RAT

Last night I dreamt I walked along Willamette riverside

I dreamt I saw a freight train with a boxcar open wide

It rolled across the water on a track of rippling blue

And that car was full of travelers, and some with names I knew
There was Connelly, and Larkin, and our Emma on that train
Fred Hampton, Judi Bari, Old Joe Hill and Gypsy Chain

And Carlo Giuliani, and beside that martyr true

I saw a grinning Beth O’Brien and I shouted “I love you”

Well I don't know if she heard me through the rumble and the roar
As they turned down the Columbia and for the ocean tore
Then a shrieking shrill alarm clock chained me to another day
And so I tried to recollect each word I ever heard her say

Chorus (intersperse amongst verses as needed)

Beth O’Brien is dead and gone,

We the living must carry on

She said people should take better care of one another

All around the dumpster pike

Upon a pink and sparkly bike

To bring the food unto the squats and houses that were hungry

Beth O’Brien is dead and gone,

We the living must carry on

She took care of everyone around her like a mother

Now she rides the martyr’s train,

Beyond the lightning and the rain

And what before was just a name is now a word of honor
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i you survive me

Tell them this:

I never gave up

! drank, ate, | made love

 learned to snatch whatever | could

I never asked for Pitg, and | never gave up
I crawled in the mud, but never gave up

o —Chumbawamba

Beth O'Brien

On April 13, 22-year-old Beth “Horehound” O’Brien died in a fall from a treesit at
{ Eagle Creek, near Portland, Oregon. We are, as a community, still grieving at the loss
of our friend. This is a statement written by her partner, Hank. Horehound, we love you.

—CAscADIA FOREST ALLIANCE

other all night and laughed hysterically. We
held each other all night and cried.

She was like a
ball of light-
ning, energetic,
passionate and
caring, always
up to some mis-
chief. She was
utterly gorgeous
and never be-
lieved me when
I told her so, a
result of the
abuse she suf-
fered as a child and the influence of all the
magazine ads, billboards and beer commer-
cials. We were both scared little kids in a mean
world. We’d been hurt real bad, so we under-
stood each other like that. We followed that
lonesome whistle that tugs on every hobo’s
heart, ran away together and did all the things
that punk kids do when they’re head over
heels in love. That was the thing we did to-
gether, and it was magic.

Yesterday, we put Beth in the ground. I
made an offering of a flower, a safety pin and
atear.Isangto herabout trainsand dying (you
probably know the song), then said goodbye.
Horehound, Hazel, Kiwi, Dumpster Leg, I will
always carry your memories, tell your stories,
sing your songs, fight your good fight and
share the love you taught me to share.

XOXOXO Forever,
—HANK




Well she was a Teamster’s daughter and a fighter for her land
Likewise a working woman with a young and calloused hand

And a brave and bold musi f the lyric and the string

And the songs of working pe were the songs she learned to sing
Well she told of how her fat came home one day off the road
With a puppy that he’d: om starvation, tain and cold

In a ditch beside a truckstop, Bumfuck Egypt USA

And it’s that honest plain compassion that Beth passed along each day
11 the train tracks and the highways of this country she did roam

h the many kids who learn to_call abandoned spaces home

d her mascot was the healing herb that grows in troubled ground
he people around Portland:knew her by the name Horehound

't loud in meetings, and she’d rarely take a stand

But she always did the right thing whemniithe shit would hit the fan
And she never stood for bullshit from the likes of me and you

Or from the hippy dippy kinda yuppie nambie pam woo woo

In Santa Rosa, Food Not Bombs was founded by her crew

That the travelers might eat some healthy food as they passed through
And she left this world a notebook that she kept for homes not jails
All about the places kids can stay:who travel on those rails

She was at T6 the day we blocked the fascist cargo cans

With a picture of young Carlo Giuliani in her hands

When the tyrants forced the homeless camp of Dignity to yield
Beth O’Brien kept the v. n the Naito parkway field

Beth quit the last job that she worked to save her little pay
That Eagle Creek our watershed might live for one more day
Six miles through the snowdrifts and up to the cangpy:

An exhausted Beth O’Brien slipped and fell out of
Well the sit had been maintained in shifts well in
And it now was only hours away from victory and
But just as honest picket lines are kept until the end
So too those trees would not be empty ’til the ink flowed from t
Why do the brunt of struggles always fall upon the young

Why must young workers risk their lives for others yet to come
And the ground upon that mountainside is hallowed where she fell
Oh long live the grove at Eagle Creek that Horehound loved so well

year

] ,n told that old Joe Hill cried “ready, aim and fire”

faced his firing squad and spat on thelr empire

rdom is equal but the words are les ound

3 et with the ground

But I hope that Beth and Carlo Giuliani might hook up
If they're riding the same freight train and they died within one y
And even if it’s just e stupid dream, I hope they brought some

Goddess bless you Bef
For to risk your mort
And the 22 years.th
Oh Beth O’Brien;with
A curse upon those trai
Who'd sell our 50-gene
And we will not rest 'til v
Long live Horehound, Be

y that was only flesh and
rave this world make me c
tatter of your honor may I die

in the USD of A

legacy away

ry and vengeance are at hand

'Brien, death unto the corporate man

(Repeat first verse, suddenly
screaming at top of lungs)

rsting from folk to punk, preferably
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Whg We Sit

BY CHIMPY #2

After a while, you tend to forget the
reason you're treesitting. It is a natural
reaction. You internalize the political and
economic causes for the action because
nothing can really challenge the reasoning
behind saving the trees. If it wasn’t for
legislation drawn up at the last minute,
cutting these trees would be totally
illegal anyway. Even by their laws.
The US Forest Service’s (USFS) repre-
sentatives, strutting around with their
cell phones, sidearms and SUVs, know they're
just taking orders, as the law enforcement »
branch of a bureaucracy in which they are
mere statistics. They’re not paid to think
for themselves. But for Funky Tree Defend-
ing Anarchists, it’s just the opposite. We need
no excuses, no salary, to do this. We know
we’'re right.

Sometimes people come to visit for a little
while, and if they stay longer than a day or
two, the rhythms of living here start to sink
in. Folks get used to our funny slang, using
buckets for toilets, carving the gooey part out
of old produce, climbing from tree to tree.
And [ think people start to realize the inner
secret of treesitting: to simply be. Life here
is full of all the ordinary things—eating,
cooking, keeping dry and warm, reading
and cleaning. Once, a reporter from MTV
came up into the Sunset treesit and seemed really
disappointed. We weren’t plotting the downfall of
civilization, we weren’t a bunch of revolutionaries
with guns and balaclavas, just folk of a Zen-like
anarchism who wanted... well, fruit juice and maybe
coffee without grits in it. Sure, there’s a picture of
Noam Chomsky on the shrine, but we don’t
quote him all day. Reasonable people
who know the facts support us.

I think that’s also the big chal-
lenge—to overcome the lack of
hyper-stimulation found in the
~ city and learn to face life itself.
And then, when the novelty of
%  beingin the trees wears off, to realize
that this is an amazing, atypical, beautiful life and
every second is a gift from the creator, the goddess,
the Great Spirit, the forest. It's when you realize this
that you suddenly understand it all, surrounded by
the treetops, listening to the birds and the squirrels,
the creek downhill and the wind all around you.
We’'re not here because of the logging company,
the Freddies or even George W. Bush. We're here
because if you took away everything humans have
created, this is what it would be like, this is the
womb we all came from, it is the world born
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N Irees

rather than constructed. Just like the secret to
treesitting—this forest is the key to life.
This may sound overly trippy or New Agey, and
I'd bet most would expect tales of Freddy raids,
daring high-flying acrobatics, tales of gruel
¥ and vomit and wonder in the tree-
tops. That’s all there, of
& course, butall the craziness
that goesonisn’tso crazy
at the time. I can re-
" member going across
the traverseline to the
treenamed Barkin’ Dog
in a snowstorm once, the ¥
iciclesalready formed on theline, snow
collecting on my hoodie, weighing
down the boughs all around me. It was
nighttime but just about light enough
to see a few feet in each direction. I
shuffled sideways, fingers numb,
lines frozen solid, feet slipping on
frozen snow, my mind on the little
igloo of a treesit about five yards
away—shelter, warmth of wool
= blankets and the candle’s glow. Sud-
* denly I stopped and looked all around
me. I looked up, snow flying in my face. I
looked down, watching pieces of snow and ice
fall into the fog, through the boughs and to the
ground 140 feet below. And I suddenly thought to
myself: “Remember this forever. This is a blessing.
Every second is a blessing, and you owe it to everyone,
including yourself, to cherish it all.”

But at the base of it all, once you've made the big
decision to quit your job, dump your car, move out of
your house and Kiss your normal life goodbye, is an
epiphany about the world that I think everyone feels.
Perhaps there are moments when someone who works
and lives in the city looks up between the buildings and
sees the moon, feeling a sense of longing or connection
to the infinite. Or a tug of empathy for some struggling
tree they let grow between the concrete slabs in the
middle of downtown. It’s a connection that supersedes
politics and all things human, one that can’t really be
quantified. You feel it because no matter how you've
been socialized, you're still a creature of this Earth.

You don’t have to be a crusty punk anarchist with
Carhartt clothing and tattoos to come out here and feel
like you're on an island of sanity surrounded by clearcuts
and threatened ecosystems. And I think people who work

against the insanity of logging ancient forests aren’t even
protesters or environmentalists, just folks who have
their facts straight and are doing the logical, ethical
thing. I myself got into this campaign feeling that
treesitters were unrealistic extremists, crazy folks on a
doomed mission. But over time I came to realize that
these folks are just people, faced with unreasonable
continued on page 45




Cascadia

BY TREE SPRITE

Hey, Forest Disservice: You just can’t
keep Cascadians out of the trees! In a
period of two-and-a-half weeks, from
June 24 to]July 10, four new treesits have
gone up in the greater Cascadia
bioregion, making a total of six treesits
tokick-off aSummer of “Treesit Mania.”
Treesittersarealso doing theworkyou're
supposed to be doing before you put a
forest up for slaughter—surveys and
searches for threatened species. In the
past several years, the 17-year-old art of
treesitting has climbed to new heights
in the search for rare upper canopy
species whose presence could poten-
tially cancel these timber sales (see EF!J
December-January 2002). Forest folk
across the region are stepping up their
campaigns to protect public lands in
response to the forest pillaging agendas
of the Bush Administration.

Horehound and Eagle Treesits

The Cascadia Forest Alliance (CFA)
announced a new treesit July 10 in a
350-year-old Douglas fir tree named
Horehound, in memory of treesitter
Beth O’Brien. They are poised to de-
fend 216 acres of old growth from
clearcutting in the Solo Timber Sale in

the Mount Hood National Forest near
Portland, Oregon. “We want the log-
ging companies to know before they
buy the sale that it is no longer accept-
able to commercially log public lands.
We will be using nonviolent civil dis-
obedience to protect this ancient for-
est,” said CFA’s Sally Smith.

Treesit

The Solo Timber Sale contains some
of the largest unprotected trees left in
the Clackamas River Ranger District,
as well as some of the oldest Pacific
yews in the entire Mount Hood area.
In the Spring, a rare lichen, the old-
growth speckle belly, was found. After
the US Forest Service (USFS) was noti-
fied, it put a one-acre buffer around
the site, yet refused to conduct any
additional surveys.

CFA will also continue to maintain
the Eagle Creek tree village until the
USES follows through on the sale’s
official cancellation.

Berry Patch, Blodgett,

Winberry & Fall Creek Treesits

Cascadia Forest Defenders (CFD) have
been challenging the Berry Patch and
Blodgett Timber Salesin the Willamette
National Forest near Eugene, Oregon,
and continue to maintain the nearly

An old-growth Douglas fir forest, before and after clearcut logging
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four-year-old Winberry tree village.
They are also treesitting in the remain-
ing two units of the Clark Timber Sale,
also known as the Fall Creek treesit.

A new treesit appeared in Unit 3 of
Berry Patch on July 3, where active
logging was taking place. Many of the
trees that had been cut within this sale
were four to six feet in diameter. Dur-
ing a cat and mouse session with log-
gers on July 8, an activist was nabbed
by law enforcement, while loggers di-
rected racial slurs at him. He has been
released, but law enforcement has up
to a year to formally charge him.

Meanwhile, activists videotaped a
Northern spotted owl pair and a pair of

Mania

fledglings in Unit 3. After information
was relayed to the USFS, a biologist vali-
dated the presence of theowl. OnJuly 11,
the USES refused to stop logging in the
area, claiming it had issued an “inciden-
tal take” permit back when the sale was
drawn up in 1997.

In mid-July, USFS officers blocked
supporters bringing food and water to
the womyn occupying the Berry Patch
treesit. Basil resisted but was finally
starved out of the tree, and the USFS
cut the remaining forest.

By thelight of the fullmoon on June
24, CFDers climbed 140 feet up amam-
moth Douglas fir near Cottage Grove,
Oregon, in the Blodgett Timber Sale
and set up a treesit. By the weekend,
climbers had found an active red tree
vole nest—which, if verified, would
require the entire 10-acre block of for-
est surrounding it to be left uncut. If
this sale is finalized, it would become
areplacement volume sale. This means
it would be offered to Roseburg Forest
Products in place of an Oregon coast
timber sale that was canceled after
endangered marbled murrelets were
found nesting nearby.

This is just the beginning of the Sum-
mer months, and rain or shine,
Cascadians are fully prepared to actively
wait out the USFS with a potent combi-
nation of treesitting, paperwrenching
and other time-tested tactics. USFS:
Consider yourself warned!

Tree Spriteis a computer-slinging forest
activist who has a thing against the USFS.



It's Great to feel Small ina /Si5

Place Round River

Rendezvous 2002

The site of this
year’'s Round River
Rendezvous (RRR)
was at the edge of the
Dark Divide Roadless
Area, 35 miles north
of the Columbia
Riverin Washington'’s
Gifford Pinchot Na-
tional Forest. Our en-
campment, highon a
ridgetop, overlooked
the largest unpro-
tected, contiguous
area of old-growth for-
est remaining in
southwest Washing-
ton. One could look
to the right past the
clearcut and see
Mount Adams, while
straight ahead Mount
Rainier watched from
adistance. If someone
missed the turn to the RRR site onto Forest Service Road 90,
they were met with the volatile glory of Mount St. Helens.

This year, the RRR schedule was filled with the standard
fare, from climbing trainings to primitive skill discus-
sions. There were also more in-depth workshop tracks on
radical legal skills, movement building and medical
skillshares. From morning coffee circles to rowdy camp-
fires, there was always something interesting happening
in this evergreen place.

Folks sat down with the Journal collective throughout
the week to give their impressions on this year’s RRR and
the future of the radical environmental movement.

One womyn who lived 30 miles southeast of the site
heard about the RRR from the local media coverage and
came to see what Earth First! was all about. “I think the RRR
is really informative and a great place to get in touch with
things going on locally and nationwide. I think that the

energy here is really good for the most part. There are a lot .

of passionate people here, which is great,” she said.

Mookie, whose first RRR was in 1999, hopped freight to

get to Washington in his search for that “elusive sense
of solidarity that comes when radical direct action folks
come together. Because most often we're a pretty isolated
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From mowning coffee circles to rowdy campfires, there was

always sometlu‘ng interesting happening in this evergreen place.

demographic, we are
dispersed to our own
bioregions. It’s great
coming togetherand
just seeing the faces
of other people who
have a similar level
of commitment.”

Another womyn
from southernmost
Cascadia came to
the RRR because she
livesin a really rural
area. Despite being
involved for six-
and-a-halfyears, she
said she had only
been to one other
rendezvous. “They
are usually during
campaigns, and I
can’t get to them.
I'm hoping to gain
in the area of coali-
tion building, get involved with other people who are
doing the kind of things I'm doing.”

Croatan from Eugene, Oregon, had a somewhat different
agenda. “I came to promote ideas of green anarchy and to
push the movement in a little more radical direction. I'm
glad people are protecting individual forests in whatever
way they feel necessary, yet, I feel they need to go further.
I think there are some individuals within the EF! move-
ment that feel we need to go further in our critique of
civilization, the state and the ecological devastation all
around us. In general, though, I feel that EF! is a scene
rather than movement. I still consider myself to be an
EFler, butI think Ineed to be more autonomous right now.

“We are a part of this machine. Every day that we're in it,
we're further away from life. I want to encourage people to
connect to life and what they need to survive, because
civilization is going to fall whether we do anything about
it or not. I try to create as much chaos as I can and break
down symbolic ways of perceiving the world around me. I
am attempting to go wild, that’s where I'm coming from,”
he continued.

Sluggo, whose first RRR was in the Jemez Mountains of
New Mexicoin 1988, came instead for “catharsis, spiritand
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View of Mount Adams om the RRR site



community. That’s what keeps me coming back, a chance
to see good people. It's great to feel small in a big place. It's
where sanity lives really, it always has.”

He talked about the many directions the movement
has taken and what to expect in the future. “It’s hard
to say what direction it would go in that it hasn’t
already tried. At least 10 years ago, it was a lot more
focused on strictly wilderness stuff. And when I got
involved, it had just started broadening out to urban,
social justice issues, animal rights and you name it. I
don’t know if this movement will call itself the same
thing 20 years from now, or if it will be five or six
different movements. One can only hope.”

The womyn from

in the past. Expanding people’s consciousness is definitely
important, building off the fact that these are not extremist
values, that people do value the Earth.

“I also attended the gender workshop, we talked about
transgender issues within the mocvement and how to work
on deconstructing oppression on those issues. All oppres-
sions are connected. It’s difficult to build a strong move-
ment if the people within it can’t respect each other. This
is our Earth, it’s where we live. Everyone has to deal with
the negative repercussions of the destruction of the Earth,”
she said.

Since activism can be overwhelming, we asked folks how
they dealt with burnout. “Actually, living in the woods in a
nice area helps me to

southern Cascadia
saw a similar trend,
“It seems to me like
the movementis get-
ting a lot more ur-
ban. It's definitely
dealing with a lot of
issues besides envi-
ronmental issues
now, like solidarity
issues and social is-
sues, feminism and
things like that. So it
seems likeit’s getting
a lot more well-
rounded in a way.
I'm hoping that it
doesn’t lose the basis
of wilderness protec-
tion and is able to
incorporate those
other cool issues at
the same time. I feel
like the situation in
the world is getting worse and worse, so I hope the
movement gets bigger and bigger.”

Many folks were enthusiastic about the medical training
and movement building tracks in the workshop schedule.
One womyn who was experiencing her second RRR said
that she really liked the track setup. “It’s building upon
knowledge, not just giving you beginner knowledge and
telling you to get the rest of the information somewhere
else. We discussed where the movement is going, looked at
different methods used and where the movement has been

Looking at the RRR site from a nearby waterfll

Che R'RR is agueat place to get in touch with things going on.

Chere are a lot of passionate people here, which is sueat.

not burn out. I see a
lot of clearcuts, but I
can go to other places
in my area where
there aren’t clearcuts.
Andalsohavinga gar-
den, stuff like that.
When you feel your-
self burning out, I
think it also helps to
take breaks, to have
only minor burnouts,
instead of a major
one,” said one activ-
ist. Another com-
mented that being
surrounded by strong
people who feel pas-
sionate about life was
important, “So when
you are starting to
drag and wondering
whyyou're here, they
can remind you. Also,
enjoying the beauty in the world around you is areminder.”

Eight-year-old Heather from Granite Falls, Washington,
who attended her first RRR when she was four, reminded
us why the work we do is so important: “Trees—they are
special in a way. If we didn’t have them, nothing would be
here. I want to be part of saving wilderness, when I'm older
especially. I wrote a letter to Bush and Congress about
saving trees. I said it’s important to keep trees. If we don’t
have trees, then there would be no animals. If there were
no animals, then there would be no us.”
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BY DENNIS FRITZINGER

downtown portland at a building
yuppie, glassy, touristy,
terraced yards outside with grass and trees,
and flowers,

we marched in to the interior

through glass doors, swinging, revolving,
shops inside like in a mall

except smaller,

chanting our slogans, waving props,
carrying signs, carrying

a big stuffed smokey the bear

with a sign on his front,

tried to storm the elevators,

tried to storm the stairs—no go

when we got up to the 19th,

the one that was our goal.

a thunder of feet going down again;
confusion; more chants; customers,
employees, curious onlookers,

passing through like fish through water.
then the band: Loud! but disciplined,
musicians dressed in basic black,
carrying nothing more dangerous

than a musical instrument.

stern faced, confused portland cops

mill around; stand to one side;

confer; then suddenly without warning
tackle at least three of the musicians.
whatever martial arts they teach them
at the police academy

seems to work through their everyday haze
of coffee and doughnuts:

they overpower their targets,

victims, spraying them with pepper spray
point blank. but the spray doesn’t stay
where it’s intended,

lifts into the atmosphere,

visiting all the people standing around
rubbernecking like an average tourist,

or participating in the demo.

i coughing choking look for an exit—

blue arms are locking doors on one side,
like a squirrel i head to the other—

where coyote waits.

i make it, collapse under green trees

with one person that i know;

a heckler comes by to inform us

we’ve chosen the wrong target.

you should choose the forest service, he says;
we do, is the reply.

you use toilet paper, don’t you? he responds,
and stalks off.

yes, i use toilet paper,

recycled, but i could use water
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like they do in france, and anyway

you use oxygen don’t you?

three people rushed without warning,
pepper spray sprayed into the eyes

and cheeks, an eight-year-old girl

hit on the head with a baton—

this is not collateral damage

this is a virulent campaign

to keep people scared and compliant

to make us shut up.

they write the rules and then they don’t even
bother to obey them; we follow

the long, confusing lines of the law
better than they do, and get beat up
just the same, and come back.

why? because they’re hired for a job,
and we do it solely for love

of the planet we were born on.
portland i got my first taste

of pepper spray, but i still remember

CS gas and how it tasted,

and the insidious chlorine.

portland’s structures are still standing—
even the building where we held

our demo and got pepper sprayed—
everything built by trade and commerce,
ripping off the land, destroying forests,
wildlife, everything, just like a plague;
portland looks very much the same.
but is it really?
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RRR Actions
Rock Cascadia

protests hit four cities, continued...

continued from page 13
The “purchaser” of the Peak Timber
Sale is the big-time bad boy of Oregon
old growth logging: Allyn Ford, owner
of Roseburg Forest Products (REP) (see
page 44). So while the southern
Cascadians were pressuring Wyden, 30
people in Eugene were dumping wood
chips inside the front door of the bank
we call “stUmpqua,” blocking the drive-
way with a stump and flyering the
customers of the Eugene branch.
Umpqua Holdings Corporation is
headquartered on the 19th floor of a
downtown Portland office building,
just two quick hours from this
year’s RRR site. Imagine the Monday
morning thrift
store shopping
spree: business
wear for 22.
Staff didn’t
know what hit
them as we
stormed into
their penthouse
offices and ex-
plained that
public lands de-
struction by the
chairman is bad
for business all
around. The two
dozen in corpo-
rate drag were
quickly joined
by another 20
masked activists
turning every-
thing into a
drum. Embedded in the action was a
poignant passing of the torch from
old to young. Among the first wave
were two defendants from the
powerline toppling Arizona 5 case from
the '80s: ever-present EF'er Peg Millett
and Ilse Asplund, who returned for
her first rendezvous in 15 years.
Please picture Peg on a desktop belt-
ing out an Earth ballad to the bank
president. Carrying out the lockdown
were 17-year-old Sasha Coulter and 16-
year-old Adina, supported by veteran

EFler Karen Pickett. Soon after the
lockdowns were attached to the corpo-
rate headquarters, the Infernal Noise
Brigade entered the downstairs lobby
with drums, flags, whistles and a trom-
bone. Without warning, and despite
the dancing by lunchtime workers, the
Portland Police Department tackled the
brigade, pepper sprayed several and
made four arrests. Due to police hyper-
response, the entire 19-story office

_building was shut down for two hours.

“Boycott Umpqua Bank: the Bank of
Old Growth Logging” became an un-
mistakable media message across the
entire state.

No sooner did the news story on
Umpqua Bank
come to a con-
clusion, than
Portland (and all
of Washington
for that matter)
learned of the
fourth EF! action
that day.

Atdawn, three
people locked
down to drilling
equipment to
thwart attempts
to install a gas
pipeline in the
Capitol State For-
est just outside
Olympia, Wash-
ington. Nine
were arrested as
drilling was sus-
pended, and the
issue was moved to the front page.

A clear indication of the success of
the RRR was that people still gather
by the hundreds under the banner
“no compromise in defense of
Mother Earth!” The day after clearly
demonstrated that this is not just a
slogan for a gathering, but a call to
action that was heard by many.

Confused during early adulthood, Tim
Ream voted for Ronald Reagan twice be-
fore realizing that the US was in fact the
Evil Empire.

oY1 uaivy Aq ozoyd

August-September 2002 Earth First! Page 15




THE EASTERN FOREST DEFENSE DIRECT ACTION CAMP

BY CHRIS CREWS

At the end of May, I had the chance
to hang out with more than 100 dirty,
freaky, tree-huggin’ activists in the
backwoods of Indiana and talk about
smashing the state. Was it fun!

Actually, most of us weren’t that
freaky, and we didn’t smell all that
bad. But the part about being that
villous group known as “tree huggers”
was most assuredly true.

Why exactly had we all gathered in
Paoli, Indiana?

We came to strengthen and expand
the grassroots network committed to
defending what’s left of the
public forests in the eastern
US. Under the auspices of an
Eastern Forest Defense Direct
Action Camp, we counted
among our numbers some of
the most talented environmen-
talists from midwestern, south-
ern and eastern states.

The range of participants
wasamazing: from high school
students to aging forest veter-
ans. 1 found the week-long
event especially exciting be-
cause the vast majority of both
organizers and participants
were between the ages of 18
and 32. The commitment and
intensity that these enviro-
campers exhibited was a slap
in the face to those pathetic
labels that pop culture tries to
assign this generation.

When 1 arrived, there was
nothing but a large field with
mowed paths and an old barn.
By the end of the week, we’d
transformed the space into a
fully functioning direct action
training facility, complete with
a full field kitchen, outdoor
restrooms and an impressive
network of climbing structures
in the tree canopy.
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Each day we hauled drinking water
from the spring, collected firewood
for that evening, discussed the state of
the world and picked a lot of ticks off
of our bodies. Besides, there’s nothing
quite like a week of camp food, espe-
cially the food at this camp, to make
you think you're in heaven.

But we weren’t there in search of
nirvana. To save the forests in the
East, we knew we’d have to create
new coalitions, learn new sKkills and
make commitments to protect not
only our own bioregions, but the en-
tire eastern forest region.

Were we successful?

Skills such as tre

e climbing will play an important role
in protecting eastern forests in the future.

I believe so. There were a tremen-
dous number of workshops on pro-
tecting our publiclands, ranging from
legal action in the courts to direct
action in the forests. Everyone from
community radio gurus to nonprofit
lobbyists talked strategy on eastern
forest defense and the different roles
they were playing to further forest
protection efforts.

While the camp was very serious at
times, it was also quite playful. One of
the running jokes for the week was
that the “Rebs” in the South and the
“Yanks” from the North were finally
starting to work together. The camp
mascot, if we were to have
had one, would have been
“Deerdra,” the local deer. She
was an orphan raised by some
of the folks who live on the
land there, and she acted
more like a dog than a deer. It
was quite a sight to see her
licking people and chasing
the dogs around the field.

One particularly hearten-
ing aspect of the week was
the activists’ willingness to
abandon the internecine
battles that plague the Left.
Radical and more mainstream
environmental organizations
worked diligently to find
common ground. Both
groups recognized that pro-
tecting the remaining forests
is more important than their
different organizing ap-
proaches and that lawsuits
combined with direct action
are a formidable challenge to
the timber industry.

Participants had a chance to
' learn how to use nonviolent

civildisobedience, community
§ organizing, lobbying, tree
climbing, radio communica-
tion, guerrilla economics,
paperwrenching, stealth
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movement, group security, blockading
and many other skills to protect public
lands. All told, people came out of the
camp with new skills and networks,
focused on protecting the eastern pub-
lic forests as a whole.

If this soundslike a daunting task, itis.
It is not, however, an insurmountable
one. Stopping logging on public lands
means that activists from different
bioregions must work together, because
even a relatively simple timber sale in-
volves many states. For instance: A tim-
ber sale in Tennessee might involve a
purchaser in Ohio, a processor from
Pennsylvania and a final sale in Maine.

The need for a more effective and
stronger forest protection movement
can be seen in every public forest in
the US. Multinational corporations
such as Boise and Mead, working hand-
in-hand with the US Forest Service
(USFS), have turned public lands into
black holes of destruction and mis-
management. As more companies
move back to the East Coast, having
finished their decimation of western
lands, there are more timber sales,
mountain-top removals and more
natural resource exploitation projects
occurring in the East. The eastern for-
ests are already seeing large timber
sales coming up for review or being
actively cut.

For example, Ohio is currently revis-
ing its Forest Management Plan. When
complete, it will set the destructive
agenda for the Wayne National Forest
for the next decade. Oil exploration,

Activists had a chance to use their workshop skills during a mock action the last day of camp.

off-road vehicle use and logging will
only increase if it is not stopped.

A sign of what's to come is just next
door. The East Side Timber Sale is the
largest on any national forest in the
eastern US. Located in Pennsylvania’s
Allegheny National Forest, it is a blue-
print for the future of public land man-
agement if the timber industry has its
way. As part of the sale, the USKS will
permit more than 8,000 acres of log-
ging, including 3,000 acres of clearcuts,
3,500 acres sprayed with toxic herbicide
and 125 miles of road construction.

Will the public stand up and de-
mand that their public lands be pro-
tected before it is too late? There is a
threshold in our ecosystems that can-
not be crossed without dire conse-
quences to all life on this planet. We
are rapidly approaching that point as
the water, land and air become pol-
luted and destroyed.

I refuse to watch my future be de-
stroyed for profit. And I was honored
to spend a week with many others
who take the stance of “no compro-
mise in defense of Mother Farth.”

That was the goal of this hearty
band of campers and the focus of
future organizing. As more timber
companies move in, so will the de-
fenders of the forests, bringing our
skills full-force against the corpora-
tions who profit from destroying our
very lifeblood.

Chris Crews is the co-founder and ex-
ecutive editor of the Athens Town Crier,
www.athenstowncrier.comn.

Bare BoNes

Double-cross at the Border

In San Diego County, Califor-
nia, the Immigration and Natural-
ization Service (INS) and the US
Border Patrol are planning to com-
plete the final stages of a three-
ticred fence on a 14-mile-long
swath of land at the US-Mexico
£ | border. The fence would run east
s | from the Pacific Coast through a
g | series of canyons and mesas.

Thisregion is a hotspot for wild-
life and a place where two cultures
meet. The project will push mi-
grants further east into mountain-
ousanddesert terrain, where many
die each year crossing the border.
It would also require significant
amounts of destructive cut and fill
carthwork in natural areas.

The one proposed alternative
to the plan is not much different.
For instance, in an area called
“Smuggler’s Gulch,” fence con-
struction would require cutting
oft the tops of mesas to fill the
canyon. As a result, an estimated
two million cubic yards of fill
would eventually erode into the
‘Tijuana Estuary.

‘The project’s Invironmental
Impact Statement is due to be
released in August.

Snitching on Monsanto

In May, Canadian organic
tarmer Marc Loiselle revealed the
locations of two secret genetically
modified (GM) wheat test sites
operated by Monsanto. v

Loiselle announced that
there are test plots located in
Saskatchewan at Agriculture
Canada’s Scott Research Farm and
at the privately owned Ag-Quest
Company. He learned about the
locations from an agronomic com-
mittee he sits on.

There are 33 sites where
Monsanto is testing GM wheat in
western Canada. -

Prior to Loiselle’s exposé, the
locations of the test plots were
unknown to the public and the
Canadian government.
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COREFHing Up the Forest Service
Activists Fight to Save the Bitterroot

BY DOGFOLKS

Fire! Burning, raging through
300,000 acres of forest. Killing, rejuve-
nating—the cycle of life... and death.
This is a tale of fire’s restoration of a
forest, logging’s destruction of a forest
and Wild Rockies Earth First!’s (WREF!)
campaign to save a forest.

The lines were drawn in 2000
when fire raged through the Bit-
terroot National Forest in Mon-
tana. Before the last embers had
cooled, the US Forest Service
(USES) and its buddies in big
timber had made their plans
(see EF!] May-June 2002). Soon
after, environmentalists sold
out, deals were made, and fi-
nally, noth-
ing was left
standing in
the way of the
destruction of
the Bitterroot
Forest but a handful of dedi-
cated activists known as WREF!

Activists gathered for the cam-
paign to save the Bitterroot dur-
ing WREF!’'s Wild Rockies Regional
Rendezvous from May 21-24. After four
days of awesome workshops, good food
and better company, WREF! was up
before the sun and on the road, ready
to do business. They were off to see
what the bunnies had left out in front
of the Bitterroot National Forest
supervisor’s office. At the office, they

:led Rbckles
and a holler'
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discovered two 55-gallon barrels of ce-
mentrightin front of the main door. In
moments, Redge Peterson was locked
in and comfortable, ready to once again
bring attention to the largest timber
sale in Montana’s history.

Hours later, the chief of police, the
county sheriff and some lowly law

Redge, locked into barrels, in front of the Bitterr
National Forest office

enforcement officers started to wan-
derup. They explained that we had to
move ourselves and our structure
across the parking lot. Redge declared
that moving wasn’t an option. The
rest of the crew moved across the
way, and the long afternoon was
passed with singing, chanting and
talking to the press. WREF!’s message

wasthatlogging destroys, notrestores,
forests. Finally, after more than 11
hours of being locked down and the
close of a not so “business-as-usual”
day, Redge unlocked.

Thelocal media attention and Redge’s
arraignment on charges of obstructing
an officer kept us busy for a couple of
days. Then, just as things started
to slow down, two WREF! folks
were up in the woods monitoring
theloggingfora
potential law-
suit when, lo
and behold,
they found the
road blocked by
a logging truck.
When the driver moved the truck
five minutes later, the road was

the activists questioned the of-
ficer who in turn asked for his
< identification and was promptly
% arrested for obstruction. The other
= WREF! member was detained for
hours, until law enforcement of-
ficers showed up to explain that
the sale had been closed to the
public. Though signs weren't posted,
the WREF! activist was instructed to call
later in the week to see if the Freddies
wanted to arrest him.

Since the Bitterroot Area Recovery
Plan’s (BAR) inception, WREF! hasbeen
monitoring theareas slated tobe logged.
WREF! has recorded scores of viola-
tions, including trees cut inside buffer
zones, illegally cut green trees and sedi-
mentation from failing roads. The lat-
est harassment from the USFS was just
another attempt to keep WREF! from
finding out what’s really going on in
the Bitterroot.

One week after Redge’s arrest,
WREF! began a three-day vigil in a
maple tree outside of the federal build-
ing in Missoula in honor of the na-
tional day of action against Bush’s
Undersecretary of Agriculture Mark
Rey. Rey is responsible for exempting
the Bitterroot timber sales from an
administrative challenge or appeal.
This exemption led to the controver-
sial deal in which 60 million board
feet of timber will be removed from

oot




In response to this USFS double-cross,
WREF! jumped into action. On June 19,
Stephanie Valle and Sean McCoy re-
pelled from the Van Buren Street bridge
in Missoula, Montana, on ropes an-
chored to a logging truck hauling trees
from the Bitterroot. The Bitterroot ban-
ner hangers aimed to raise awareness of
the cost of globalization in the local
community. The banner that hung be-
tween them declared, “Global Capital-
ism Kills Our Forest.”

An hour later, police removed the
activists and charged them with
felony criminal endangerment. After
spending four weeksin jail, Stephanie
and Sean were arraigned in District
Court and released under strict con-
ditions. Four other activists were ar-
rested for stopping the logging truck
and originally charged with disor-
14,000 acres of Bitterroot forest and derly conduct and blocking the road-
roadless areas without appeal. An- way. Those charges have since been
other 120 million board feet upgraded to felony accountability
of timber remains on the to criminal endangerment.
table, its future unclear. On July 8, WREF! took to the

On June 16, WREF! learned trees again when they learned
that the USFS had made changes abouta proposed helicopterland-
in the Bitterroot timber sale con- ing site in the Bitterroot. Live trees
tracts that went against the Record will be cut to clear the landing pad,
of Decision from the BAR settlement which will be used for helicopter logging
and the Environmental Impact State- in the Little Bull and Big Bull Timber
ment. The changes were made through  Sales. The activists who are occupying
a loophole in the National Environ- the new treesit are also protesting the
mental Policy Act known as the 18.1 destructive changes made through the
process, which allows the USFS tomake  18.1 process and the multiple violations
major changes in theirmediated planof = WREF! found in the Bitterroot.
actions without notification of the par- These actions are just the beginning.
ties involved in the mediation. These Outreach is happening, people are dis-
changes were made after WREF! activ- covering that the Bitterroot issue hasn’t
ists met with Bitterroot Forest Supervi- died and neither will the Bitterroot if
sor Leslie Thompson and presented all WREF! gets its way. But we need your
of the BAR violations they had found. help. Join us in stopping what could be
Amazingly enough, the 18.1 changes the greatest salvage scam of all time.
made all the violations legal. Send donations. Or better yet, come to

One of the major changes allows the wild Rockies and help save the last,
Summer cable logging in the Little Bull  best place.

Timber Sale. The USES has justified the The Dogfolks have been involved in EF!
use of this destructive method of cable  formorethan 15 years and are thrilled to be
yarding during the Winter because soil  a part of WREF! working on the sexiest
damage supposedly does not occur if campaign in
done over snow. The addition of Sum- America: the
mer cable logging has already proven Bitterroot.
to be detrimental to the soil. Huge
trenches have been created on hill-
sides, increasing the sedimentation of

streams already affected by logging. o . Cup\ ce\
P

ErdoRDeteise

4TIM Asapnos ojoyd

The devastatin effects of cable logging
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Massive Coal Mine Threatens

The sacred Zuni Salt Lake in New Mexico

BY BRYN JONES

Consistent with the Bush administration’s partiality to
the mining industry, on May 31, the Department of Inte-
rior (DOI) signed a plan that will allow coal to be mined
from more than 18,000 acres throughout Cibola and Catron
Counties in New Mexico. The Salt River Project (SRP), an
Arizona-based electric utility and the third largest public
utility in the US, seeks to operate the Fence Lake Mine on
public, state and private lands. The state of New Mexico
approved the mine in 1996, but mining could not begin
until approval was received from the DOI. On three previ-
ous occasions, the DOI was prepared to issue a decision, yet
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public pressure initiated by the Zuni Salt Lake
Coalition prevented it.

Having been granted the necessary permis-
sion by the DOI, SRP now anticipates starting
its mining operations by 2005. If we do not
stop SRP in its tracks, it will drill, blast, scrape
and rip through the Earth's surface to extract
more than 80 million tons of coal during the
next 40 years. For every ton of coal, 20 tons
of soil and rocks will also be removed. In
some areas, pits up to 240 feet deep will be
carved out of the Earth. Coal from the mine
will then be transported to the Coronado
Generating Station in St. Johns, Arizona,
where cheap electricity will be produced for
SRP’s customers in the greater Phoenix area.
Surplus energy created by SRP will be sold to
other western states.

SRP will also pump groundwater to remove
coal that underlies the water table and to
control dust kicked up by the mine. Cur-.
rently, SRP proposes to pump 85 gallons per
minute from the Dakota and Atarque aqui-
fers, but it has rights to pump 900 gallons per
minute. Both of these aquifers feed the Zuni
Salt Lake, located only 10 miles from where
groundwater will be pumped.

SRP claims that any impacts on the lake
would be negligible. However, five hydrologi-
cal studies completed since 1992 confirm that
groundwater pumping at the mine will have a
devastating impact on Zuni Salt Lake, a place
sacred to many indigenous people.

Southwestern tribes, including the Zuni,
Acoma, Laguna, Hopi, Diné and Apache, have
traditionally made pilgrimages to Zuni Salt
Lake to gather salt for ceremonial and domes-
tic uses, as well as to seek spiritual guidance. It
is the home of one of the Zuni’s most impor-
tant deities, Ma’lokyattsik'i, or “Salt Mother.”

Long ago, Salt Mother lived closer to the
Zuni Pueblo. Itis said that she left her home there because
the people were gathering salt without proper offerings
and were then wasting it. She went to the lake, 60 miles
to the south, so that the people would have to travel a
further distance to gather salt. Ever since, the lake has
been such an integral part of Zuni culture that in the Zuni
language, the direction of south is referred to as
Ma’k’yayakwi, or “the general direction of the Salt Lake.”
Salt Mother warned that if she was disrespected again, she
would leave the Zuni forever.

On pilgrimages to the lake, tribes followed ancient salt-
gathering trails through the ecologically rich and diverse
area surrounding the lake, known as the “Sanctuary
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Zuni Salt Lake

Zone.” Dominated by pinyon-juni-
per woodlands and desert grassland,
the area’s wildlife flourishes. Mule
deer, bobcats and owls can be found
taking cover under the trees, while
pronghorn antelope, eagles and foxes
utilize the open spaces. In under-
ground tunnels, burrowing owls, prai-
rie dogs and snakes thrive. During
times of rain, lakes will appear, at-
tracting shorebirds, waterfowl, toads
and frogs.

Native peoples havelong held adeep
respect for this unique area. When
traveling through the Sanctuary Zone,
tribes would suspend their hostilities
so that everyone could share in the
sanctity of the Salt Mother.

Up until now, the proposed mine
areahasbeen leftrelatively undisturbed.
The majority of the land is eligible for

The Zuni believe that Protcction of ‘the
surrounding Sanctuarg Zone cannot be gL}

any way other tl'lan by completelg rcjcctingt

inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places for its cultural and his-
torical value. More than 500 human
burial sites are located in the area, as are
amultitude of shrines and archaeologi-
cal sites. Yet, if SRP has its way, it will
ravage the land so that it can profit off
of ethnocidal coal.

The seriousness of the current situ-
ation compelled the Zuni to call upon
a religious society from the Jemez
Pueblo for help—something that has
not happened in more than 20 years.
During the last weekend of April,
Jemez religious leaders traveled to
Zuni to conduct a purification cer-
emony. Working together and involv-
ing everyone on the reservation in
the ceremony, the tribes imposed a
curfew throughout the Pueblo. Effec-
tively shutting down the reservation,
thereligious ceremony mandated that

people stay indoors with their lights
off and window shades drawn. The
significance of the curfew and cer-
emony at this point in time reflects
the growing intensity in the struggle
to stop SRP’s Fence Lake Mine.

To the Zuni, this is a never-ending
battle. The DOI purports to care about
the lake, in addition to other critical
cultural and environmental resources
in the mine area. In its approval of
the mine, the DOI prohibited SRP
from using the Dakota Aquifer, and it
is requiring that pump tests be con-
ducted for the Atarque Aquifer.

This is not enough. The Zuni believe
that protection of the lake and the sur-
rounding Sanctuary Zone cannot be
guaranteed in any way other than by
completely rejecting
the mine.

and the

The Zuni are not alone in this fight.
Formed in 2001, the Zuni Salt
Lake Coalition—which includes the
Zuni Pueblo, Center for Biological
Diversity, Sierra Club Environmen-
tal Justice Program, Citizens Coal
Council and the Water Information
Network—is committed to preserv-
ing Zuni Salt Lake and the surround-
ing areas.

The coalition is mounting a mas-
sive organizing campaign to build
grassroots support for the protection
of Zuni Salt Lake. It will be sending a
strong message to SRP that desecra-
tion of sacred sites and wild areas
is unacceptable.

For more information,
www.zunisaltlakecoalition.org.

Bryn Jones is a law student at the
University of Arizona and an intern at the
Center for Biological Diversity.

visit
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Pickaxe Politics

BY KYLE REESE

Mining conglomerates continue to vye for gold, copper
and the 10th largest zinc deposit in the world found at the
proposed Crandon Mine in Wisconsin. Located next to the
Mole Lake Chippewa Reservation at the headwaters of the
Wolf River, an underground shaft mine -
would provide ore for about 25 years. It
was near the Wolf River that hundreds
of EFlers gathered to defend the area
from ExxonMobil in 1997 (see EF!J
June-July 1997). The proposed mine
hasattracted EF! and mainstream criti-
cism in Wisconsin like no other envi-
ronmental issue, and now the state
legislature is preparing to knock the
mine out of existence.

In May, a coalition of environ-
mental groups and Native tribes pro-
posed that the state purchase the land
and the mineral rights to create an
ecological preserve. Though Wisconsin
is presently facing budget shortfalls of more than one billion
dollars, the governor has called the idea “intriguing,” and the
mining company has said it would sell out for the right price.

Mining wastes are not currently subject to hazardous
waste laws in Wisconsin, even if the wastes contain deadly
cyanide and other toxic chemicals. Despite the fact that polls
show more than half of Wisconsin residents oppose the
mine, state Senate Bills 160 and 271 have been stalled.
Respectively, these bills would ban the use of cyanide and
would end special treatment for mining in Wisconsin.

'ctstts asa crucial targe ,
, gered ecosystems smce th

» corporate forest np. off.”
. withamarchin fron of the hotel
labor activists.
~ Law enforcement arrived ‘quickl “
'banner was cut down and three actlwsts’
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The state hasissued none of the needed permits for the mine
which could start operations in 200S. If the mine is approved,
it would be operated by one of the world’s largest mining
corporations, BHP-Billiton, who bought the rights from
ExxonMobil. This mining giant has been responsible for some
of the world’s most flagrant environmental disasters. At the
Tedi River in Papua New Guinea, BHP-Billiton has dumped
80,000 tons of waste daily since 1984.

The debate has also sparked a precedent-setting court case

that confirmed Native sovereignty over water

on the Mole Lake Chippewa Reservatlon,

' which is threatened by the mine’s poten-
tial usage of the aquifer. The planned mine

lies on territory sold by the Chippewa

Nation to the US in 1842 and is also on a

12-square-mile tract of land promised to

the Mole Lake Sokaogon Chippewa in 1855.

Treaties guarantee the Chippewa access to
wildrice, fish and some wild game on ceded
lands. The Mole Lake Reservation is a prime
harvester of wild rice, which would be threat-
ened by any water drawdown.

The nearby Menominee, Potawatomi and
Stockbridge-Munsee Nations would also be
affected by the mine pollution. Former De-
partment of Natural Resources Secretary
George Meyer admitted that Native Americans “have a case”
in using treaties to prevent damage to natural resources. These
decisions in favor of indigenous rights could preserve the Wolf
River for Native and non-Native peoples alike.

Support for the cyanide ban and no special treatment bills is
needed! For more information, contact the Wolf Watershed
Educational Project, c/o Midwest Treaty Network, POB 14382,
Madison, WI53714-4382; (800) 445-8615; www.treatyland.com.

Kyle Reese is a Wisconsin Earth Firstler who has been involved
in the Wolf Creek campaign since 1997.




BY SPRIG

Your waterproofed nylon backpack
with a lightweight magnesium frame
fits snugly to your back as you walk
along the ridge. Inside you carry all
you need from civilization to “get back
to nature.” You are not camping in a
RV—complete with generator, port-a-
potty and dirtbike. You are roughing it
in the wilds, leaving no trace.

Maybe this is true about where you
camped last night, but not about what
you slept in. It's truly ironic that the
tools that help us experience wild nature
also take from it in the process. Your
pack is an open-pit mine strapped to
your back, even if it’s canvas. Inside, you
carry your cook-kit made from iron and
manganese or aluminum with nested utensils made of
stainless steel—a complex alloy of primarily iron, chro-
mium, nickel and copper. An open-pit copper mine is a
colossal manmade crater, as much as a half-mile deep and
two miles across. It’s evocative of the top of Mount St.
Helens, only here theripping of the land is done gradually,
by explosives, bulldozers and trucks the size of two-story
buildings. A mine produces enormous piles of waste,
which turn canyons and fields into plateaus and moun-
tains. Sulfuricacid is dripped through some piles to extract
the copper. Copper mines consume enormous quantities
of water in areas where water is precious. There is also a
threat of poisonous discharge to rivers near the mines.

Your backpack frame is either made of bauxite which is
high in alumina, magnesium or fiberglass. Bauxite is high

in alumina and is used to produce aluminum in an energy-
intensive electro-chemical process. If it’s a radical light-
weight frame, it’s made from magnesium which is usually
extracted from a rock called dolomite or from magnesite.
This process also uses a lot of electricity. Fiberglass is a
quartz-based glass made with borates, dug from open-pit
and underground mines, mostly in California and Turkey.

The nylon encasing your backpack and sleeping bag and
the lightweight, insulating filling are products manufac-
tured from oil or coal. More than 40 percent of all the
petroleum products used in the US are imported. That’s one
reason why George W. Bush is fighting the war for oil in
Afghanistan for us, so we can drive out to nature and
engage it courtesy of our petrochemical backpacks.

Sometimes I wonder how John Muir did it with only
his wool pants and walking stick. What happened when
it rained? Did he just get wet without a vinyl raincoat?
His canvas backpack at that time was not a product of
the petrochemicals used to grow cotton today, but he
probably did have some brass snaps made from copper
and zinc.

The course of our history was all
downhill after John Muir’s time,
as humans began mining the
Earth more intensively. Our
need to return to the wild soon
became inextricably linked
with nature’s desecration as
others sought to civilize it.
Can we return to a more
sustainable wild experi-
ence? Something to think
about as you ascend to the
next vista.
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By Cro

The fourth annual Wildearth gath-
ering, held in British Columbia in June,
was an attempt to refuel and expand
theradical environmental moveiment.
Our main focus was to address the
many mistakes white environmental
groups have made in relations with
the first stewards of the land-—indig-
enous peoples. Wildearth was attended
by indigenous familics fron five dif-
ferent areas of western Canada. Their
strong presence and the teachings they
left withi the white aclivists who at-
tended was protound. Our intention
was to build solidarity between indig-
enous and non-indigenous people,
outside of the band councils and out-
side the non-governmental organiza-
tions. As Brian Granbois of the Denec
Nation of Coid Lake, Alberta, “We are
all outcasts here. It’s time the outcasts
got together.”

At one Wildearth workshop,
“America’s Holocaust,” Charlie
“Wolf” Smoke, of Lakota/Mohawlk lin-
eage, admitted his discomfort talking
to a group ot white people. Normally,
he addresses groups of white people

when he is being arrested or inter-
viewed Dy the press. As a “Sovereign
Indian,” Wolf refuses to apply for
citizenship and is continually ha-
rassed, arrested and under surveil-
lance. tis quiet voice was interrupted
repeatedly by a hovering police heli-
copter. He wasn’t fazed.

Wolf asked us many hard questions.
One sticks in my mind: “If your fight
was life and death, where and what
strength would you draw from?” For
most white people the fight has never
beein lite and death, but forindigenous
peopleit still is. Wolfsaid, “The simple
fact is that we indigenous people
cannot be separated from the land.
Regardless of how well-meaning you
may be, once an area of land is
thoroughly polluted, you will turn
your backs on it and leave. We alone
will remain.”

The Sinixt people were represented
by the strong voice of their local
spokesperson, Marilyn James. James
and her family, who live in the Slocan
Vallev, have been declared extinct by
the Canadian government. She
explained how she’s been treated by
imany environmental groups,
including EF!, who sometimes ask

| Frontines

Families impacted by the
struction immediately stop.

One of 30 large dams planned as part of the Narmada

Valley Development Project, the Maan Dam was granted
~ clearance by the Central Environment Ministry in 1994,

This was done on the condition that the people affectedby

the dam be relocated to non-forested agricultural land.

Yet today, 1,000 families still live in the area, and before
I their villages were to be flooded during the upcoming
monsoon season, people decided to take action.

The state administration responded by cutting electric-
ity, removing water pumps, bulldozing trces and schools in
an effort to forcibly evict the people from their villages.
Those engaged in the sit-in were arrested, but the four

people on hunger strike continued.

Sit-in and Hunger Strike Protests Dam
Nearly 150 tribal people affected by the Maan Dam in
I India started an indefinite sit-in in Bhopal on May 15. Four
activists from the group wenton a hunger strike on May 20.
dam demanded that the con-

The fasting activists, determined to wait until the g g,ov-
ernment responded favorably, had to go underground
during their hunger strike because of the heavy police
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permission from indigenous people to
do an action but ignore the answer if
itisno. “Ifenvironmental groups want
to work with Indians, they better start
accepting that they are going to get
answers they don’t like sometimes.”
When asked about indigenous
groups that are willing to sell the land
and participate in its destruction, she
took a breath, leaned in and said,
“Where there are right Indians, there
are left Indians. The right Indians get
the control of the band council, the
huge yearly checks from the govern-
ment and promises of infrastructure.
The left Indians are the left-out Indi-
ans. They are left out of every deci-
sion regarding their land and lives.
They are the poorest and most
marginalized, because they still have
a connection to the land and are not

to the 1sland famhty
ften a sxte of contentlon




willing to sell. Look for these left-out
Indians and ask them how you can
support them.”

The traditional Dene of Cold Lake
are some of these left-out Indians.
While Canada’s war machine contin-
ues to test weapons of mass destruc-
tion in Cold Lake Territory, the Dene
band council sells off tribal land for
$35 an acre. The Montgrand family is
now fighting the recently created
Clearwater Provincial Park, where they
are no longer allowed to hunt or fish
(see EF!] June-July 2002).

This strength was also shown from
Helen and Frank of the Carrier
Wetsuweten Nation who have
dedicated their lives to asserting their
rights as indigenous people against all
odds. I thank them for their
willingness to answer our questions
with openness and honesty.

I'm sure we will continue to make
mistakes, but maybe they will be less
frequent in the future. As a white
person, I have spent a lot of time
feeling that we had ruined our chance
towork with indigenous people. Iwas
very grateful for this opportunity to
listen and learn.

For more information, visit

www.tao.ca/~wildearth/.
Clo is a BC forest defender working on
indigenous alliance building.

Resolution to Recognize all that is

Jndigenous to the Land

Indigenous activist Charlie “Wolf” Smoke
brought this resolution to the Wildearth
gathering. He is asking that environmental
organizations act on its principles and not
change it in any way.

Whereas all environmental
groups and organizations
should be workingin vari- r
ous ways to protect the
naturalenvironment;
and whereas every
single species of flora
andfaunaindigenous
to any given region is
of vital importance to
the health and vitality of
that region; and whereas
the indigenous people related
to any given region are likewise an
inseparable, living part of that region,
integral to its well being; and whereas it
is only natural that those of us with like
minds work together in every way we
can; and whereas the land is naturally
and rightfully in thé stewardship of the
people indigenous to the land.

Therefore, beit resolved that the indig-
enous people will forevermore be recog-
nized as the legal and rightful stewards
and title-holders of the land; and there-
fore be it further resolved that whatever

effort is necessary will be made to
consult the sovereign, tradi-
tional indigenous elders
\ of every indigenous na-
tion related to any par-
ticular area before
tiling any lawsuits on
behalf of the land or
environment. While
some situations require
immediate action,
thereby preventing ad-
equate consultation before
taking action, traditional indig-
enous leadership and guidance will
still be sought at every step of the way;
and therefore, be it further resolved that
each and every public speech or address,
and all printed documents will begin by
acknowledging the particularindigenous
nation(s) holdingrightfultitletotheland
in question.

y d

“virtual sit- m"

eport Hlll to Panama “Why is it that
nal oil. compames can come to Ecuador mvade .

axmed at drawmg attentxon to the ani-
mal abuse that goeson inside HLS—made the HLS website
e It also made zt dlfflcult for HLS employees
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On June 15, the
Fee DemoNational
Day of Action was
marked by 30 pro-
tests held in nine
states across the
country. Acti-
vists gathered to
voice their dissent
against the ongo-
ing Recreation Fee
Demonstration Pro-
gram that charges
peoplemoney touse pub-

Diamo Predihts

2 \WONDERFUL
WORLD of
lic lands.

: A diversity of creative
actions took place throughout the day. In front of the Disney
Store in San Francisco, passersby were confronted with a mock
“Public Access Sidewalk Fee” collection booth set up to empha-
size the relevance of the public lands user fee issue in an urban
setting. A sign on the booth asked the question, “Would you
let this happen to your city’s parks and public spaces?”

In Twisp, Washington, Free the Forests led 50 protesters (six
percent of the town’s population) in a festive march to the
local Forest Service office. There, they presented a nationwide
petition containing more than 18,000 signatures against the
fee demo program.

Activists in Durango, Colorado, held a toilet paper drive,
and then mailed therolls to Representative Jim Hansen, chair
of the House Resources Committee and one of the architects
of fee demo. They highlighted the fact that Congress budgets
millions of dollars to build things like fancy new toilets, but
it only spends pennies to manage public lands and to main-
tain existing facilities.

In New Hampshire, two effigies representing recreation
user fees and the attempt to commodify recreation on public
lands were placed in a mock coffin. The lid was nailed shut
with hammers representing opposition to fee demo.

The fee demo program was the brainchild of the American
Recreation Coalition, a lobbying group that represents more
than 100 motorized recreational vehicle industries, resort
developers and others, including the Walt Disney Corpora-

tion. Fee demo began in 1996 as a rider, tacked onto the

Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, that called
for a three-year experiment to raise money for the allegedly
underfunded natural resource agencies. It was extended
through 2004 by two later riders.

Congress is currently faced with the decision to either end
the program, extend the trial period or make the fees perma-
nent. Three Senate bills have already been introduced to make
the fees permanent. On the other hand, New Hampshire,
Colorado, Oregon and California have all passed resolutions
calling for the abolition of the fee demo program nationwide.

As activists chip away at fee demo’s base of support,
congressional opinions are beginning to waver. Represen-
tative Jim Hansen was expected to introduce a fourth bill
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to make the program permanent. In July, he announced
that, due to public opposition, he would not introduce the
bill before he left office.

Similarly, Larry Craig, a Republican senator from Idaho,
had been a staunch supporter of the fee demo program since
itsinception, but declared in July that he was also pulling his
support. “The grades are in, and the Recreation Fee Demon-
stration Project flunked in Idaho,” said Craig. “We have seen
the Forest Service aggressively expand the user fees beyond
the original intent of the program. In some instances the
Forest Service has taken a ‘field of dreams’ approach: If they
build it, the public will pay.”

Many fee demo opponents believe that federal agencies,
such as the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, already receive adequate taxpayer money to manage
public lands, but the agencies use most of it to subsidize
mining, oil and gas drilling, grazing and logging. Now, in
order to cover their operating costs, recreation sites are
enteringinto partnerships with private companies to develop
the sites into attractions that will draw more fee-paying
customers. In this way, the road is being paved for the
recreation industry to move in, with their main goal being to
achieve maximum profits rather than the sustainable use of
forests or the welfare of wildlife.

“It’s the Disneyfication of our natural treasures,” says Tim

- Hermach, executive director of the Native Forest Council.

“These agencies want new sources of revenue, and the fee
program is just the ticket. This time, they're in bed with
wreckreation corporations, instead of big timber. New indus-
try, same destruction. Same perverse incentives. Same liqui-
dation of our national heritage at a net loss to the American
taxpayer. Stop subsidizing the industries that trash public
lands, and you'll save billions—that’s alot of picnic tables and
toilet paper. A mere
fraction of the tax dol-
lars the agencies saved
would cover any fee
revenue. And it would
save what's left of our
mountains, forests, riv-
ers and streams.”
Meanwhile the
number of fee demo
opponents continues
to grow. Activists are
letting our represen-
tatives know that we
will not stand for any
further commercial-
ization, privatization
or motorization of
our national forests.
For more informa-
tion, visit www.
wildwilderness.org;
www.forestcouncil.org.

auvT AouvN Aq ojoyd

State Legislator Stepame Eaton



A wolf’s call of the wild to this
year’s Round River Rendezvous com-
mittee for taking us to the brink of the
Dark Divide in Washington’s Gifford
Pinchot National Forest. It was a well-spent
week of intensive skillshares and good times.
All their hard work paid off at Monday’s quadruple
action. They set a howlin’ good example for the 2003
RRR crew in Minnesota.

A wolf pack circling for the kill to Cascadia Forest
Defenders and Umpqua Watersheds for stopping the
Little River Timber Sale in Oregon’s Umpqua National
Forestin June. This timber sale project would have clearcut
60 acres of old growth and would have partially cut into
another 100 acres to study the effects of old growth
logging on wildlife. As if the US Forest Service has not
done enough of these “studies” to figure out that cutting
down ancient trees destroys native ecosystems. Through
reasoned words and the threat of protest, these groups
were able to stop the slaughter.

Wolves and Poodles

A wolf clowning in a poodle suit to the Yes Men for
their cyberhoax campaign. The Yes Men are a loosely
affiliated clan of male and female corporate imperson-
ators who have been able to dupe the corporados at their
own game. Recently, the Yes Men sent out a bogus press
release saying that the World Trade Organization (WTO)
was regrouping as the Trade Regulatory Organization
with anew mission dedicated toward human rights
and environmental sustainability. Other actions
have involved impersonating WTO representa-
tives and giving lectures at WTO-sponsored events.
Their lecture themes include advocating sell-
ing votes to the highest bidder and making
the poor eat recycled hamburgers to cure
hunger. One hoax in Finland ended with
the speaker stripping down to a gold
lamé unitard that exhibited a three-foot-
long inflated golden phallus. He explained
that it contained a video interface which could be
used to deliver electric shocks to employees in the
developing world that were not working hard enough.
Business people who attended the lectures barely batted
an eye in disbelief.

A poodle on fire to US Forest
Service employee Terry Barton who
intentionally started the 100,000-

acre fire in Colorado’s Pike Na-
-« tional ForestinJune. Ironically,

she committed this act of ar-
son while patrolling the for-

_ est to enforce a fire ban. She
joins the infamous list of
N R\ USFS poodles who have
. }‘?\\\- set fire to the forest for a
fatter paycheck. These un-
natural burns exacerbate the

imbalanced conditions that occur
due to the suppression of natural fires.
A poodle with a golf ball for a brain to Audubon
International (AI) who, in April, awarded the Barona Creek
Golf Club near San Diego, California, a Bronze Signature
Sanctuary Certification for its “conser-
vation, environmental quality and land
management efforts” in developing
the golf course. Clifford La Chappa,
Chairman of the Barona Band of Mis-
sion Indians declared that their partner-
ship with Al “guarantees the sustainability
"'+ of the golf course and surrounding land

for generations.”

)} The series of artificial lakes and ponds
isdrained from local streams. Barona also
transplanted 170 mature native oaks from
other parts of the reservation. Soon the resort
will put in a new 315,000-square-foot casino
and a 400-room resort hotel. Sounds like a perfect
match to Al's mission to promote envi- %

ronmental stewardship that willenhance ¥
and protect wildlife habitats and con- gjﬁ}
serve natural resources. ;

A poodle who can’t flip its -
whitewater kayak upright to ;
save its life because its brain is ( [
filled with rocks to the US Olym-

pic Committee for endorsing ey

the creation of the first artificial A/Z/(’/f‘% )0

whitewater river facility in North

Carolina. The committee is currently search-

ing for a site to create this faux-river for future
competitions and a sports complex. It only makes sense that
we need to create rivers when we can’t take care of the ones
that already exist.
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THAT’S WHAT EARTH FIRST! 1S TO ME

Kickin’ Ass & saving Trees
That's what EFlis to me

Not botherin’ to say Please
That’s what EF! is to me

Bring CorPorations to their Knees
That's what EF! is to me

FliPPin’ off USFS fees

That’s what EF! is to me!
Camped far away from City L.ight
That’s what EFlis to me
Monkcgwrenc]']in’ in the Night
That's what EF! is to me

wild People, wild Eyes

That's wEat EF!is to me
Dancin’ under 5tarr9 Skies
That’s what EF! is to me
Echoin’ the Wildland’s cries
That’s what EF! is to me
Eurning Green Fire never dies
That’s what EF! is to me

So hcgou wanna be a part

Of this Movement from the Heart
This Ronclg is the Place to start
Your Inhibitions now dePart

DecP Ecology is kca
Biocentric Philoso

Bring Earth Rapcrs to their Knees
With Brains & Crcativit9

Yea, the Old School is a Cliquc
Sometimes it will make you sick
Rednecks who think with their Dick

And Greener-Than-Thou HEPPic Chicks

Cha”engc the worst of the worst

Never deny your Wilderness thirst

This is not a?)out Egos big to burst

It's the Radical Environmental Movement
Earth First!

—Gemint Woman \g

-
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GIFFORD PINCHOT

Here is the revolution

We alreadg live in it

Now in a time of

revolving, sPiraIing change

Now where you cannot see
Thc rot a]ready Frces an ear‘th

and this once and sometime nation Place that
round its illusions into glass,

making the world drink,

and bidc{ing it be glacl and gratelcul

it was these last five centuries

of sclﬁsh, maniacal, egoistic greedJ
turning needs into obsessions,
obsessions into blinding, raging
geno-bio-cicles

and this great illness, this sickness we have felt,

the shab Y deceptions and the wound up

J’umpec[ up mechanised men

all unconscious and
all unconcerned about becoming SO

still, in the stillness,

the wa ‘(ing revives all

the wisdom of the trees

whose l(nowledge revives us

lovers and warriors, singers & healers & workers

& climbers & dancers

Hereisthe revolution

somcclag wewillallbe
this free.

—Wind




FISHER HOLLOW

Lool(ing down from a crossroad called
Highul:), | see the way the ho”ow, Postccl
Woods and meadow, has become
Another part of me like

Flesh and blood from which I'm shut.
Thoughts attempt to soar with the hawk
Whose circles form a singlc bodg,

Earth and sk s Fallin gentlg from

An eastern riﬁge, Fisher Brook
Embraces too the refuse of ravines,
Reminder of a plundered world Forgotten‘
I would be at its banks if | could -

To steal a name its Phantom owner gave,
Towalk its Paths througlﬂ nameless woods.

N
e

"

—wWalt Franklin

ARMED
WITH
VISIONS

C!ear as cut glass
&jus‘c as dangcrous

FROM THESE HEADWATERS
(Written Near Placenville, Colorado)

Every silver-crowned wave on the San Miguel River
angles southwest toward the sea.

As one crest surges, succumbs to the next,

their thin gurgles merge,

rise into the white roar of raPicls,

like distant c]rumming or laugl'x’ccr.

Just as each wave vanishes, one into the other,

the San Miguel disaPPears,

losing its name once it joins the Dolores,

River of Sorrow, which marries the brown Colorado.

The waves do not care what we name them,
the water knows onClF tojig till it adds its bright voice
to the thunder of ti e, tothe echoing bass of the surf.

But six dams, six systems of clroning turbines
overwhelm the river’s hum:

Glen Canyon, Hoover, Davis, Parker,
lmPerial & Laguna,

siPhonin 90 Pcrcent of the flow,

wet giggles stifled into flaccid, slack water.

SHrivcled, the river at last makes the delta.

There is no sur: ing anthem of wave greeting wave.
The water gre % seeps into vast flats of silent mud,
barcly Hcecls%cneath islands formed bg

shells of dead clams

and cannot muster enough volume to meet

the salt sting of the sea.

Is it from mercy or miserg that the Gulf of California
forges an inlet to fill the river's vacant bed?

Nowthat the voiceless Colorado can’treach the ocean,
the ocean swells and flows uPriver instead.

—Roscmcrrg Wahtola Trommer
2002

e Py Y
Send poems to Warrior Poets Societ
POB 1450, Berkeley, CA 94712-5501

a”'rights reserved to the author
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Dear Shit fer Srains...

continued from page 3
Dear Earth First!,

Good job on the May-June
2002 Journal. I'm glad to see
the use of author’s real names
instead of

pseudonyms. I
was also glad to
see your pub-
lication of an
intelligent dis-
cussion of the
Bitterroot sal-
vage logging
settlement.

\

Y,

P

This is a re-
freshing con-
trast to the absurd article
by St. Clair and Cockburn in
the Native Forest Council’s
Forest Voice. Although I have
a few minor disagreements
with both the Matt Koehler
and the Len Broberg/Mary
Anne Peine/Larry Campbell
articles, they were both
thoughtful and honest. Cer-
tainly nobody I know of is
happy with the results of the
negotiations, and I suspect
that few will like the way the
Forest Service, bastion of bu-
reaucratic corruption, carries
out its end of the deal. Yet
without the efforts of conser-
vationists, the results would
havebeen far worse, especially
for roadless areas. Thoughtful
discussions are essential to
provoking better results on
future projects of this insidi-
ous sort. Thanks again.
For the Wilds,
—Howie WoLKE

Hi,

After you made people
aware of wiretapping (see EF!J
March-April 2002), let’s make
‘em a bit more paranoid: it is
orit was possibletouseahung
up telephone asamicrophone.
Hung up as in: receiver down,

on the cradle. It is called fre-
quency flooding. A proposed
fix is to short the phone lines
with a 10nF condensator.
Recipe for bugging this way:

www.staticdischarge.org/

-~phreak/general/
%{éﬁbugroom.txt.

Rumor goes that
i something similar
is possible with
ISDN phones:
home.bip.net/
laszlob/phonebug/
isdn.htm, featur-
ing this nice piece
\ of poetry.
A little tinkling
in the night
Just to check
your line’s are
'\ alright,
{\ A little tinkle
W in the day
justto listen towhatyou say...
oh no!

o’

kY i %
|

—ARAKRYS
P.S. Detail from the sec-
ond weblink: “Built into the
international CCITT proto-
colis the ability to take your
phone ‘off hook’ and listen
to conversations occurring
near the phone without the
user being aware this is hap-
pening. BT states that this is
not implemented in the UK
system, but then they also
deny that our transatlantic
calls are monitored by
the US security services
at Meanwith Hill. It is diffi-
cult to find the truth in ar-
eas considered to be of
national security.”

Dear EF!J Collective,

Great job. Your efforts re-
ally show. The EF!] contin-
ues to look (and read) like a
professional national maga-
zine with a wild streak.

Thanks much,

—JAMES

To the Environmental
Community: ‘
So that Judi Bari is never

forgotten for her environ- .

mental activism to save the
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redwoods or for the physical
pain she endured because of
the car-bombing, may I sug-
gest that someone ask the
environmental community
to support the establishment
of a “commemorative envi-
ronmental holiday” to rec-
ognize Judi Bari. Even the
Green Party might lend its
support. While this would
not be a legal holiday, it
would be aday environmen-
talists recognized one of
their own.

I believe the day and
month the car-bombing took
place may be an appropriate
date. A Judi Bari recognition
day would make itimpossible
for Americans to stop asking,
“Who targeted Judi Bari?”

—Ross

Dear Earth Firstlers,

Ed Abbey turned me on to
Arches and then to the envi-
ronmentas something sacred.
After 25 years as a registered
nurse, I'm now pursuing a
new career in environmental
law.I'm writing a paper about
how a liberal activist judge
(like Duncan Kennedy wrote
about) would decide a case of
an environmental activist’s
appeal of a conviction for
eco-terrorism.

Assuming the judge wants
the environmentalist to win
over the corporate ski
lodge industry, what ar-
gument would support
his decision?
Strengthto -
you all. N

—RETA <=

Price
PLACITASWILLOW(@HOTMAIL.COM

Dear SFB,

!
Your magazine is %ﬁ}/

wall-to-wall reports on

the systematic destruction of
our environment by govern-
ment and big money.

I thought you wouldn’t
mind a letter telling of
an exactly opposite effort
by government.

Interstate 75 from Naples,
Florida, to Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, runs directly across
the Everglades through an
almost completely empty
wilderness. Before it was part
of the interstate system, it
was a two-lane road known
as Alligator Alley.

Roadkills were common.
Now, as part of the inter-
state system, the road is
lined on both sides by chain
link fences.

They built overpasses ev-
ery two miles and built the
fences so wildlife are forced
to pass under the highway
rather than across it. God
knows how many animals’
lives have been saved.

When I moved to Florida
in 1971 they estimated there
were about 35 panthers left
in South Florida. Now they
estimate there are about 50.
It’s really not possible to just
line them up and count them.

—DAVE QUERY

Editors’ Note: You might like
to get yer hands on a copy of the
March-April 2002 issue of the
Journal. Thearticle, “The Land-
scape of Desire,” goes into more
depth about the effects of high-
way routes on natural habitats.

Dear SFB,
Did you know that you
Americans are respon-
sible for the de-
mise of the

!

boreal forest
here in Canada?

And you are responsible for
the vast destruction of all



forms of wildlife thatlive there
(beitawolf, moose or mouse)?

How are the Americans to
blame for that, you mightask?
Ninety-five percent of all Ca-
nadian forest products are
shipped to the USA, and 75
percent of the multinational
forest companies that oper-
ate in Canada are US owned.

Americans and Canadians
are not even vaguely aware
of whatis happening herein
Canada when it comes to
forest harvesting. Every tree
that is of any value is cut by
means of clearcut logging,
and any tree thatis of no use
to the company is knocked
down and left to rot. The
lungs of Mother Earth are
being ripped out more
and more every day. Wild
animals are destroyed at
a fantastic rate. It is not
hunting or trapping that is
killing wildlife and their
habitat, it’s the forest har-
vesters, the feller buncher
and the grapple skidder that
are the real culprits. One
Winter of logging with the
feller buncher and grapple
skidder kills off more ani-
mals than a trapper or hunter
will take in his or her life-
time. But the real culprit is
you—our American friends
that support this very destruc-
tion by that fact that you are
buying Canadian forest prod-
ucts thatare causing great
harm not only to wild-
life but to everything
that takes a breath of
air on planet Earth.

Since 95 percent of Cana-
dian forest products are pur-
chasedin the US, we are asking
you to stop buying all Cana-
dian forest products. Write to
your congressman or senator
and ask them to put a stop to
all imports of Canadian forest
products. You can boycott Ca-
nadian forest products your-
self by refusing to buy them at
your local lumber yard. If we
can kill the market, we can
save our forest.

For you animal lovers out
there, now is the time to act.

P

Every day that the feller
buncher operates there is a
slaughter of innocent ani-
mals. Young wolves that will
never get a chance to howl...
They will be crushed in their
dens by the feller buncher or
shredded by the grapple
skidder. Mother bears and
their cubs will never taste a
berry this Summer... run over
by a feller buncher while they
sleep peaceably in their snug
dens. No animal is safe from
a feller buncher—be it a
moose Or mouse.

—Dave DonaHUE

Dear Earth First!
Hi, my name is Lewis
storms, and [ am a prisoner.
I am locked up due to
my own fault, but
I am happy to

say that I fight
the fight from within

the walls. We pray for all the
men and women who dedi-
cate their lives to saving
Mother Earth and her crea-
tures. So we give our support
in prayer. We would like to
offer this poem in support of
your faith and dedication to
our Earth mother.

Transcends All

Inyour handsyou hold adream,

adream can take you anywhere

In that dream you hold power,

power can make you dare...

In that power you hold courage,

courage can make you try...

In that courage you hold love,

love can make you high!
So dream with the power of
courage! As you learn to love
yourself, family and friends.
The Great Mystery will pro-
vide all else you may need in
this life. So have faith and
take what he sends... For
within the Universal circle
oflife, Faith, Hope and Love

“Transcends All!
—LEwis STORMS, A NATIVE
AMERICAN SPIRITUALIST
SERVING TEN AND A HALF
YEARS.

Dear SFB,

Weareindesperateneed
in Baltimore. We have
fought for three-and-a-
halfyears, used every single
imaginable reasonableavenue
possible, and are now up
against the wall.

The urban forest in an his-
toric (circa 1790) neighbor-
hood of “Woodberry”
(www.aboutwoodberry.com
for pictures, maps) in Balti-
more is threatened by mul-
tiple developments, which
" would pave for 1,700 cars

worth of parking spaces—
and more—in the 100-acre
woodlands. Precious,
vulnerable.

We be-
gan as the
“Urban Forest

Initiative” and are
now incorporated with the
State of Maryland as the non-
profit Woodberry Land Trust,
with 31 endorsing organiza-
tions. Wehavenotsimply com-
plained about development,
buthave devoted thousands of

volunteer hours to plantings,
tours and coalition building
for environmental con-
sciousness in the city. We've
received several grants for
environmental restoration,
and are working on that. We
have children planting trees
and installing mushroom
gardens and berry plants,
building trails and remov-
ing invasive vines.

Loyola College, a powerfully
rich and politically influen-
tial Jesuit college, has inten-
tions of building a 71-acre
sports complex in Woodberry
woods. This sports complex
will initially include a 6,000-
seat stadium, three playing/
practice fields, 385 cars worth
of parking lots, new roads,
lights, traffic, noise and pre-
dictable accidents.

The college has brought
the proposal to the City
Council and Mayor, and it
has been approved, against
the wishes of more than
3,000 petition signers
(citywide), including more
than 100 children and 95
percent of the neighborhood
residents who surround
this urban forest. But get
this: Eventually, Loyola
will apply for yet another
indoor stadium.

continued on next page

...Keep your letters under 300 words, please.
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SH/Rs Continued...

continued from previous page
If they are successful, the
extra stadium is yet another
6,000 seats, plus cut another
two acres for tennis courts.
They claim that they are con-
serving 30-40 percent, but
only for 20 years.
Please help. We
need treesitting tech-
nical assistance.
—J AN DANFORTH
JDANFORTH@CSOS.JHU.EDU

To Whom It May Concern,
I'have spent the past seven
months working to get
people and the media in-
volved in fighting a threat to
the 1,105-acre Governor Dick
Forest near Mount Gretna.
It’s one of the last large forests
in southeastern Pennsylvania,
providing valuable habi-
tat for many deep forest /

species \\ :

that are in
trouble
worldwide
due to forest fragmentation
and deforestation.

Governor Dick was suppos-
edly preserved forever, but
current trustees have focused
on a line in the deed allow-
ingregulations to be changed
for the purpose of maintain-
ing the property to justify
building a questionable en-
vironmental education cen-
ter, logging and a possible
cell phone tower.

The center is intended to
be little more than classroom
space for visiting school
groups. There will be no staff
naturalist, no natural history
museum and no regular pub-
lic programs.

I have been able to get
continuous and positive
newspaper coverage in three

counties, favorable public
opinion and the board to
back off some

portions of its

plan. But

despite overwhelming oppo-
sition and a successful peti-
tion drive, trustees continue
to defend this unneeded and
unwanted building and the
possibility of logging.

The intent of the deed
seems clear. But the language

: of the 50-year-old

deed is too vague to

interest local lawyers.
And although I've re-
ceived a lot of great sup-
port from individuals and
local organizations, many
opponents in our conser-
vative area are afraid of ap-
pearing too confrontational,
so it’s been tough keeping
this issue alive.

I would welcome any ad-
vice, referrals or help you
could provide. Trustees hope
to begin construction later
this summer. Thank you for
your time.

Sincerely,

—BiLL Knarp
667 BRUNNERVILLE RD
Lititz, PA 17543-8858

Dear Synthetic Farina Burgers
(SFB) for Brains,

(or Sages Freaks and Barristas
for Brains),

What would happen if we
mashed the Technologists,
Primitivist-Anarcho-Luddites
and a few billion angry peas-
ants all together and worked
on one project for 10 years?

A faith in a “Creative
Progress” powers pro-tech-
nology people (Technolo-
gists): defined as supporters

Page 32 Earth First! Lugnasadh 2002

. mesmerize you with

of machines (usually com-
plex and requiring energy
inputs and an industrial in-

frastructure) or tech-
niques with potentially
negative impacts on society
or the natural world.

On the other hand, the in-
evitable and desirable return
to primitivism—the natural
state where humans are one
with a functioning environ-
ment—is what powers the
luddites and many anarchists.

“Faith-in-Creativity” and
“the inevitables” are trite
and blinding. United con-
crete action for a designated
goal is what we need.

Technologists alienate
greens and anarchists be-
cause their enthusiasm for
the “wonders of technologi-
cal creativeness”—even if it
is green or appropriate
tech—seems stronger than
the technologists’ resolve to
bring the system down.

Luddites alienate people
because they sound murder-
ous in their desire for every-
one to change drastically
and quickly.

Technologists are ignorant
of history and the scale of
risk thattechnologies can
create. Assuming tech-
nology isinevitable, be-
nign or neutral can

the green pos-
sibilities and keep
you ignorant of the #1
power-concentrating
nature of most tech-
nologies. Throughout
history, ruthless charac-
ters have seized upon
new inventions, tech-
niques and weapons.

A synthesis of the Techno
and the Anarcho-Green-
Primitivist requires that

Technologists first accept
that the only legitimate use
for technology at this time
is to bring down the system.
Then they can present their
case for an appropriate tech-
nology for the transition
and the quest for a
sustainable world.

Unless the Technolo-
gists are not revolu-
tionaries they make
the same mistake as
the Primitivists in ignoring
the transition. Industry and
most technology will be
gone and the priority will be
basic foods and protecting
the environment from
crazed refugees—not re-
building industry.

Let’s put the revolution
and the transition first and
agree to debate the details
of the distant future some
other time.

Grab yer shovels and ideas.
To the Frontlines Gringos...

—ELF Action INSTEAD-
OF-YAPPIN




Zero-Emission Vehicle to be
Unveiled at Earth Summit

Exclusive report from the Institute for Transportation and
Development Policy

At the August Earth Summit in Johannesburg, South
Africa, researchers from the Institute for Transportation and
Development Policy (ITDP) will unveil the Legway, a $150
zero-emission vehicle powered by biomass fuel. “While the
vehicle can run on everything from trans fatty acids to
simple sugars and starches, our studies show that complex
carbohydrates yield optimal performance,” said Dr. Walter
Hook, ITDP’s executive director.

The Legway is purported to consume less energy per
passenger mile than any known mode of transport, includ-
ing walking. ITDP researchers claim that the Legway can
travel more than 10 miles on the energy equivalent of abowl
of rice. Recent trials conducted in New York City and Accra,
Ghana, showed that the
Legway measures up to the
ITDP performance claims.
“While top speeds are in
excess of 24 miles per hour,
average speeds are about
11 to 14 miles per hour,”
said Paul Steely White, the
Africa regional director of
the New York-based insti-
tute. “I've actually been using one to get to work. It works
quite well, except that many motorists act strangely—as if a
quiet, non-polluting vehicle does not belong on the road,”
added White. ITDP is already working to convince cities to
build special infrastructure for the vehicles—measures it
thinks are justified given the claimed environmental and
social benefits.

The development of the technology behind this revolu-
tionary invention is mysterious and intriguing. A rudimen-
tary version of the Legway can be found buried in Leonardo
da Vinci’s collection of writings, Codex Atlanticus. The
technology was partially rediscovered in the late 1800s,
applied in the emerging aeronautics industry and then
forgotten as the automobile age got underway. In the 1950s,
Albert Einstein was rumored to have dabbled with the
technology as he was developing his theory of relativity.

Why has it taken so long for the invention to surface? Some
people point to powerful corporate interests who have ben-
efited from the suppression of Legway technology: the oil and
automobile industries, as well as big-box retailers. While most
fully equipped versions of the Legway cost $300 to $500
(more than $1,000 for sportier models), ITDP has been
working with top designers in China and the US to develop
models that are affordable for the African market. “We think
we can get the price down to about $60 per vehicle, which
would make the Legway ideal for the developing world,
helping millions access schools, jobs, clinics and markets,”
stated White. He waxed on, decrying increasing urban car use
that “is congesting streets, increasing respiratory illnessamong
children and isolating the non-motorized majority.”

The Legway is purported to consume less
energy per passenger mile than any known
mode of transport, including walking. It can
travel more than 10 miles on the energy
equivalent of a bowl of rice.

Dr. Yaakov Garb, an ITDP scientist, qualified the claim that
the Legway is a zero-emission vehicle. “Though a tiny amount
of carbon dioxide is released, and an occasional incomplete
burning of the biofuel can result in methane and sulphur
emissions, these discharges are minuscule, rendering the
Legway a virtual zero-emission vehicle.” He noted that the
transport sector is the fastest-growing source of greenhouse
gas emissions. Garb also pointed out that other alternative
vehicles that claim zero or low emissions, such as electric or
hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles are actually very polluting, due to
highly toxic production processes and the electric power that
mustbe generated to charge them. “With the exception of the
clothesline, the Legway is the most affordable, useful and
environmentally friendly invention known,” continued Garb.

Dr. Hook, in response to a question regarding the barriers
to full commercializa-
tion of the vehicle, re-
plied, “The Legway is the
only affordable alterna-
tive to fossil fuel trans-
port.” There are only
threebarriers to the wide-
spread commercializa-
tion of the Legway:

o Safety. The Legway
works best on traffic-calmed streets with special lanes.

e Status. Because the Legway is inexpensive, the bourgeois
may shun it. Automobile congestion is killing city econo-
mies. People have to make the decision to be either up-
wardly mobile or actually mobile.

¢ Sprawl. The Legway works best in dense communities,
where average trips are below six miles. Trips farther than this
are best bridged by high-quality public transport systems, for
which the Legway can act as an effective feeder mechanism.

For more information, contact Paul Steely White, Insti-
tute for Transportation and Development Policy, 115 W
30th St., Ste. 1205, New York, NY 10001, steely@igc.org;
www.ITDP.org.

A family in Africa using the Legway to go to markét
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A Century of Inspiration

The Legacy of Mardy Murie, A Legacy of Love

ony) Aq ojoyd

Mrdy , Wy

BY STEVE GIL

“I'mmore apprehensive and at the same time more hopeful
than I have ever been. I'm counting on the new generation
comingup. I have tobelieve in their spirit, as those who came
before me believed in mine.” With these honest and heartfelt
words, Mardy Murie, mother of the conservation movement,
author and dear friend to many, has inspired wilderness
activists young and old. For nearly a century, Mardy has
influenced generations with her adventures and actions. Her
leadership has made her a pillar in the conservation commu-
nity. August marks her 100th birthday.

Born on August 18, 1902, Mardy Thomas was primarily
raised in Fairbanks, Alaska. From the time she was a young
child until her later years, Mardy sought out adventures
and was unafraid of the challenges that life brought with
it. In her classic mem- :
oir Two in the Far North,
Mardy recounts that
her stepfather said she
must have had some
Romani blood in her
because she was always
wandering about.

In 1924, Mardy be-
came the first female
graduate of the University of Alaska. Shortly after graduation
she married Olaus Murie, a US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
biologist. For their honeymoon, they went on a 550-mile
Winter dogsled trip along the Koyukuk River into Northern
Alaska, where Olaus was assigned to study caribou herds. This
was one of many times Mardy joined Olaus on his research
expeditions. She did not want to miss an opportunity to see
wildlands or to be apart from the man she loved so much.

Their 1956 trip north on the Sheenjek River provided a
research basis for the area now protected as the Arctic
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I’'m more apprehensive and at the same time more
hopeful than I have ever been. I'm counting on the
new generation coming up. I have to believe in their

spirit, as those who came before me believed in mine.

National Wildlife Refuge. It was during these expeditions
that Olaus and Mardy fell in love with the Alaskan wilder-
ness and began to work endlessly to protect it. In her essay
“The Need for Wilderness,” Mardy wrote, “My prayer is
that Alaska’s great wild places will remain great and wild
and free, where wolf and caribou, wolverine and grizzly
bear, and all the Arctic blossoms may live in the delicate
balance which supported them long before impetuous
man appeared in the North.”

Olaus felt he could make a larger contribution to his
beloved wild places outside of government agencies, and
he retired from the FWS in 1944. They moved to Moose,
Wyoming, to the STS dude ranch. Soon after, he became
co-director of The Wilderness Society to be a voice for
wilderness protection. As always, Mardy was his closest
advisor. Olaus began battling health problems, first with
lung disease and then with cancer. He passed away in 1963,
and for the first time in 39 years, Mardy was without the
love of her life. She and Olaus had been side by side nearly
every hour of each day and had experienced so much
together. She faced one of the toughest decisions of her life:
to leave the ranch because of the pain from the memories
of Olaus or to stay on the land she had grown to love.

As a 61-year-old widow, Mardy recommitted herself to the
work of wilderness protection and stepped into her own as a
voice for wild nature. Her work would take her on many new
adventures, this time not only in Alaska but also to places
where people joining the growing conservation movement
would hear her. Mardy was an important voice in the debate
surrounding the passage of the Wilderness Act of 1964, a law
that protected nine million acres in our national forests. She
wasnear President Johnson’s side as he signed the actinto law
at the White House. In 1977, Mardy testified before Congress
in support of the Alaskan Lands Act, and she received a
standing ovation when
finished. Without her
leadership in advocat-
ing for wilderness pro-
tection, we could have
lost much more of our
precious lands.

Mardy is a mentor
for the environmental
community. Noted au-
thor Barry Lopez wrote, “She has helped generations of men
and women understand and articulate their devotion to the
work of preserving wild landscapes.” She has been the recipi-
ent of numerous awards, including the Audubon Medal in
1980, the Sierra Club’s John Muir Award of 1983, and in 1998,
Mardy was awarded the nation’s highest civilian medal, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Despite all of her awards and achievements, Mardy has
remained a humble and genuine person, living quietly at
her ranch in Moose. Around her home are items that



symbolize the life she has lived: many of Olaus’ drawings
and paintings, ivory carvings from Native Alaskans and
dozens of books from which she has drawn inspiration.

Throughout the years, the Murie Ranch has been a gather-
ing place for the conservation community. The Wilderness
Society met there during Olaus’ tenure. Students from the
Teton Science School have received Mardy’s wisdom over
lemonade and cookies. And today, the Murie Center contin-
ues the work of expanding and deepening the conservation
message through honest, heartfelt conversation.

In looking at Mardy’s life, we see how powerful her
spirit is. In Alaska, she and Olaus traveled on nameless
rivers and danced with the Inuit. In Jackson Hole, she
raised children and became a part of this vibrant commu-
nity. In Washington, DC, Mardy’s voice was influential in
passing significant conservation laws. Through writing
memoirs, she poured out her feelings of love for Olaus,
the Arctic and all wild lands. In our hearts, we are in debt
to Mardy for her strength, courage and spirit. We adore
her openness of emotions, her humor, her sweet, gentle
voice and her beautiful smile. She has been a source of
inspiration and a true role model for generations, and we

work to carry on her legacy. Thank you, Mardy, for all you
have given us. Best wishes to you as you celebrate your
100th birthday.

Steve Gil is a Summer intern at The Murie Center. He also
works with the Indiana Forest Alliance on ending logging in
state and national forests.
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Mardy and Olaus along the Sheenjek River in northern Alaska
Olaus and I were again alone on the Sheenjek. The clouds rolled away, the sun shone warm. We took

a last walk over to the river. We could never have enough of that view, the graceful bend the river

made just there, the high banks glowing with rhododendron, the dark accents of the spruce trees,

all so real and so peaceful. We looked and looked, and then we looked through tears. At last Olaus

said: “Well, I guess I can’t look any longer.” —From Two IN THE FAR NORTH
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Climb Safe!

Developing Safe Climbing Techniques

BY THE RED TREE VOLE SAFETY COALITION

This article is written in honor of all the people who have been
injured or killed in defense of forests.

Treesitting has become an effective tactic in defending
ancient forests in the Northwest. The victories at Eagle
Creek in the Mount
Hood National Forest,
Washington’s Watch
Mountain and the suc-
cessful reduction of the
Clark Timber Salein the
Willamette National
Forest illustrate that
treesitting can be a use-
ful tactic. Unfortu-
nately, we have also
learned that it can be a
dangerous one.

Throughout the
years, there have been
a number of accidents
that have resulted in
anything from minor
bruises to severe spi-
nal injuries. Most re-
cently, we have been
devastated by the
death of treesitter and
friend, Beth “Hore-
hound” O’Brien.

When we engage in
direct action, especially
in trees 150 feet up in
the canopy, we are liter-
ally putting our lives on
the line. This risk is
somethingany treesitter
must seriously think
about, and they should
be prepared to accept
the possible outcomes.
However, once an ac-
tivist has come to terms
with the potential risks, there are a number of concrete ways
through which tree climbing and treesitting can be made a
safer form of direct action.

This is not intended to be a manual to teach an individual
how to climb. It is a summary of the most common reasons
that people tend to get hurt while climbing at treesit cam-
paigns and some basic concepts that can form the building
blocks for safer climbing. The best way to learn how to climb
is to be taught by a climbing trainer who is safety conscious.
Just because a person knows how to climb, does not necessar-
ily mean that they are prepared to teach someone else.
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Most treesitting accidents have resulted from treesitters
not using safety devices (e.g. not being clipped in) or not
using these devices correctly. For example, using wrist, waist
or ankle harnesses is not safe. In one situation, a climber
insisted on using a piece of webbing as a waist harness. He
did this expressly against the request of a much more
experienced climber.
When the climber fell,
his waist harness slid
up under his arms,
cinched down around
hisrib cage and began
to suffocate him by
the weight of his own
body. Two other
climbers had to do a
dangerous high rope
rescue. He was low-
ered to the ground
and emergency ve-
hicles had tobe called
in. Luckily he was all
right, although one of
his rescuers was in-
jured in the process.

One contributing
factor to his poor
judgmentwas the fact
that he had been
drinking. Imbibing at
150 feet is not an un-
common practice,
but it is certainly a
risky one. Each cam-
paign or collective
will need to address
this issue for itself. It
doesn’t take a genius
to figure out that be-
ing inebriated in a
treesit may not be in
the best interest of
safety or of the cam-
paign. Theleast a per-
son could do if intoxicated is to wear their safety harness
properly and be clipped in to two points of safety.

Another major cause of injuries is objects falling from
the treetops onto people standing below. This can be
avoided by building walls and nets into treesits, but also
through a strong awareness that injuries happen this way.
We could also work harder on designing treesits with safety
standards built into them, instead of giving the treesitter an
unsafe option. For example, a common unsafe design is two
platforms with a gap between them thatis small, butit s still
a drop if one were to stumble. To the climber it could seem



not worth their time to clip to a safety
line as they move from one platform
to another.

Safety Concepts

Sometimes it can be hard to teach or
learn every single detail of climbing,
particularly at the site of a forest occu-
pation under threat. What is more
important is to be able to teach, learn
and thoroughly understand basic
safety concepts which can be applied
to any climbing scenario.

Probably the best and most crucial
example of this concept is referred to
as “two points of protection.” This
means that a climber must be clipped
in or attached to the tree or the line
by two different protection devices
at all times.

Forexample, when a person is climb-
ing up a line into a tree, they are
attached to thelineby their top prussik
(the first point of protection). They
also add a backup safety to their bot-
tom prussik (the second point of pro-
tection). Never depend on one piece
of gear or one point of protection for
your safety! Using the two points of
protection rule helps to guard against
both human error (using a piece of
gear improperly) and gear failure by
having a backup if one point of pro-
tection fails.

The main point we want to illustrate
with this is that once someone under-
stands the two points of protection
concept and why it makes sense, they
are more able to keep themselves safe
in any climbing situation—whether
they are climbing, descending, travers-
ingor setting a platform, evenif they've
never done it before. Explaining this
conceptas general safety protocol rather
than justsaying “attach to theline here
and here” putsanew climberin a better
position. The same is true for all the
otherrules, concepts and protocols that
are mentioned in this article.

Creating, maintaining and passing
on a safe, direct action, tree climbing
mentality is another important con-
cept. When climbing for direct action
purposes, you are not only putting
your own life on the line, but also the
future of the campaign, the forest and

continued on next page

Prussik Kn
Best friction kn :
rope ascent. Ly
sling of five
ven milimeter ro
around the top 0

August-September 2002 Earth First! Page 37



Climb Safe! continued

continued from previous page
your organization. Your safety standards and expectations
must be even higher than that of a recreational climber.
“Cool,” “macho” or simply “individualistic” mentalities
lead to injuries, oftentimes not only for the person exhib-
iting the mentality, but for the person who learned a bad
habit by example. Groups need to adopt the attitude that
it is no longer “cool” to climb from tree to tree with no
safety. We actively work to protect the lives of trees, so we
should also respect each other by actively working not to
compromise our fellow defender’s safety.

Safety Protocol Training

Along with having a genuinely safe and respectful climb-
ing mentality, each campaign should have a set of safety
protocols that are agreed to and respected. Set protocols
will help to avoid conflicts in the future. These are agreed
upon training systems to provide consistent and thorough

uasuaf uny Aq ojoyd

Climbing in the Winberry Tree Village
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training for new people and for trainers. This is often
something we don’t make time for—to the detriment of
our campaigns and our safety.

A climbing training program is only useful if it is relevant,
practical and tailored to that specific campaign. Therefore,
not every campaign will train in exactly the same way. The
most important thing is to train well. Some important aspects
that need to be incorporated are:

* Taking care of your gear. Climbing gear, particularly
ropes and webbing (also known as soft gear), wears out much
more quicklyifit’s notkept clean. If you have to coil your rope
on the ground, put down a groundcloth first. Don’t step on
your gear, especially the ropes.

Never let any kind of chemicals come in contact with the
equipment. Petrochemicals, even common ones like insect
repellent, can damage ropes and webbing.

Another killer of gear is ultraviolet light. Never store your
ropes in the sun. Keep them in rope bags.

Always be aware that soft gear can melt easily. Do not
smoke in or around your climbing gear, and avoid circum-
stances like campfires where sparks may come in contact with
the gear.

e Checking your gear. Ropes should always be inspected
for wear and damage before use. Run them through your
hands, checking for lumps, flat spots or bulges which would
indicate a damaged core. If the sheath of a kern mantle rope
has been significantly exposed to the sun, the rope should be
retired. Likewise, excessive general wear of the sheath is
grounds for retirement. The rule of thumb is that if 20 percent
of the sheath fibers appear broken, retire it.

A final word of caution: In an attempt to cut costs, we’ve
seen activists use polypropylene rope for their actions. This is
extremely dangerous. Polypropylene has a very low melting
point and can easily be melted by a friction-heated carabiner
or rappel device.

Allslings and prussiks should be inspected for wear just like
a climbing rope. In the case of knotted slings, like lobster
claws, check all the knots. Look for any knot whose tail is
disappearing into the knot and re-tie it. An inch and a half of
tail is considered safe. Inspect your harness before climbing.
Look for cuts, ripped stitching or damage to the buckles.

All metal climbing gear should be inspected for hairline
fractures. With cast metal items, such as jumars or descenders,
retirement should be considered if the item has fallen more

" than two feet onto a hard surface like pavement and more

than 15 feet onto the forest floor.

e Teaching new people the relevant knots. This takes
time, so often trainers will get lazy with this one, but omitting
knots does not make for a safe or complete training. The most
basic knots you should learn for climbing are the prussik,
clove hitch, water and double fishermen’s knot.

* Two points of protection and the “add, don’t subtract”
rule. When switching systems, switching from traversing to
climbing, doing a mid-line descent or climbing past an
obstruction on a line, always add more points of protection
rather than “just one point of protection for a quick second
and hoping that nothing happens.”



e Demonstrate how to ascend and descend. It is crucial
to show a climber how to do a mid-line descent, not just to
ascend. This may sound obvious, but there have been far too
many times where someone was quickly taught how to
climb up, but not taught how to get down! This has led to
unsafe, not to mention scary, situations. Teach people how
to descend with both a prussik and a descending device.

¢ Have an emergency plan. [tisimportant torealize that
all of this training and the use of backup safety devices is not
only just for a “typical” scenario. The training should
prepare the new climber to safely respond in an emergency.

All treesitters should know how to work the phones or
radios and how to maintain equipment. There should
always be a list of updated emergency numbers of folks in
town who can help in any given situation. At basecamp
we need more folks who have taken Wilderness First
Responders courses or attended intensive first aid
skillshares. What happens in the first minutes after an
accident is crucial because in most direct action forest
situations we are far away from hospitals and ambulances.

This is just a framework to guide folks toward making
our upper canopy villages safer. Sometimes taking safety
precautions seems like a downer on an uplifting experi-
ence, but the forests need you alive and weéll, and so do we!
So be safe!

The Red Tree Vole Safety Coalition is comprised of activists
who are experienced climbers and trainers from campaigns like
Headwaters and Fall Creek.

A demonstration of unsafe climbing behavio

The ABC
Safety Check

A IS FOR ANCHORS

You want to make sure the climbing line is secured to the tree
and fully pulled down. ‘

B 1s ror BUCKLES
Always buckle back your harness straps.

C IS FOR CARABINERS
Are they ajar or unlocked? Do you have as many as will you need?

D IS FOR DEVICES

Do you have everything you need to get up, down or across in
any given situation: figure eights, extra prussiks, pulleys and
lobster claws? Have you checked for the correct set-up? Is your
gear in good shape?

E 1s ror Ewoks

Make sure your fur and any long hair is pulled back away
from devices.

F IS FOR FUCK SHIT UP!

G IS FOR GO!

August-September 2002 Earth First! Page 39



FB' on ‘H’IG Kun continved...

An Interview with DaVVl/]l Chamcu]

continued from page 6

EF!J: In hindsight, now that this hurdle has been crossed, how
do you believe this has changed you, either for better or worse?

DC: In so many ways, I'd rather be known as the
person who helped protect a portion of Headwaters
Forest than the person who got bombed and almost
framed by the FBI. I'm getting a lot of recognition now
for being part of a team g .
that defeated the FBI.
I'd rather be known as a
preserver of wilderness.

Nevertheless, the
learning experience has
been profound. For
starters, we learned that
environmentalism and
civil rights overlap be-
cause the civil rights of
environmentalists are
being violated. And so,
in a sense, we have be-
come civil rights activ-
ists in part whether we
want to be or not. I'm a
biocentrist, a deep
ecologist and an Earth
Firstler, but gosh darn
it, all of the sudden I've had to wage a civil rights battle
in order to defend our movement.

The other learning experience has involved just seeing
the inner workings of the FBI and understanding
the kinds of infiltration that actually take place, as
opposed to the kinds we imagine in our paranoid states.
Seeing how incompetent they are, how corrupt and
criminal they are from a front row seat—it has been an
incredible education.

One more thing is that even though we won, this trial
kicked my ass. It really humbled me tremendously. It
broke me on many days, on many levels. I did manage to
maintain my composure for the four-and-a-half to five
hours we were in court every day. But I had many distress-
ing moments during the remaining parts of the day.

I learned my own breaking points, my own vulner-
abilities. And I learned that as much as I would like to
lead by example, that I am terribly human and very
imperfect even in the middle of the World Series of
lawsuits. I made errors. I struck out. I got into a brawl on
the mound. /

I don’t feel particularly bad ass or on top of the world
having won this case. I feel very humbled and incredibly
grateful to our lawyers, our paralegal team, all of our
supporters and to the jury.
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Darryl Cherney pauses to reflect on what this struggle has meant to him.

EF!J: While our movement continues to put this into
perspective and figures out what comes next, I am wondering
if you have any last words that you’d like to share with
Journal readers?

DC: So many people have walked up to me and expressed
the deepest kind of gratitude. And I have to say that took me
backalittle bit. Iknew people would be happy and celebratory,
butwhen wesaid we were
waging this lawsuit for
all the people who had
ever been attacked by the
FBI, I didn’t fully under-
stand how personally
people really took that to
heart—that people really
did feel that we were fight-
ing this for them.

I also want to say that
if anything highlighted
the trial in the bigger
sense, it was the degree
to which the FBI lied
alongwith the OPD. The
degree to which they re--
ally thought these lies.
were going to be be-
lieved. The fact that they
just weren't used to being held accountable. The absolute
shock that they felt when they lost told me how out of
touch they are.

But at the same time, I realized how much it is really the
FBI that’s a threat to our national security. In this case, I saw
how Earth First! has really become the defenders of our
national security. What is our national security but the
land we live on, the air that we breathe, the water we drink,
the forests that modify our climate and all the wonderful
things that the Earth provides us?

Something I've said many times, and I'll say it again to the
Earth First! Journal readers: Earth First! was blockading the FBI
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‘from clearcutting the constitution. I think that we can all rest

a little bit easier knowing that when given an opportunity to
look at the FBI up close, the jury of our peers, of average
Americans, chose to believe Earth First! over the FBI.

The lawsuit saga continues on November 1, when the next court
hearing is set to rule on the post-trial motions. The FBI has
indicated that it is going to appeal. Cherney and the Earth First!
team have also mentioned that they plan to appeal a number of
issues, including the dismissal of the FBI's top brass and Richard
Held. Whether or not the FBI will want to have its horns locked
with Earth First! for several years to come s a question the FBI needs
to be asking itself and remains to be seen.

For more information, visit www.judibari.org.
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WHAT CREATURE...

Is an endangered species
in California, Oregon,
Washington and Southern
British Columbia?

Is black and white in the Winter and
brown in the Summer?

Pairs with its partner for life?

Ranges from California, around the
Pacific shoreline, to Japan?

Flies at a rate of 50 to 60 miles an hour
over both the surface of the sea
and above forests?

Travels as much as 60 miles inland to find old-growth forests where
it can nest?

Has a strident keer call which carries as much as a mile above the
surface of the sea or a valley?

Will not survive if old-growth forests are destroyed?

“Flies” underwater with its wings to catch fish?

Is a northern relative of the penguin?

Lays a single egg in the upper branches of an old-growth tree?

Uses natural depressions in old-growth trees or mossy branches for
its nest?

Leaves its young alone in the nest while it makes two or three trips
a day to hunt for fish from the ocean?

Cannot be bred in captivity?

August-September 2002 Earth First! Page 41



Allyn Ford Oregon’s Own Eco-Terrorist

BY RUBY JOHNSON

Allyn Clair Ford is the president, chief executive officer
and sole owner of Roseburg Forest Products (RFP) and its
subsidiary Scott Timber, based in Roseburg, Oregon. RFP
is the largest purchaser of federal timber sale logging
contracts in Oregon and Washington, most of which are
old growth and native forest timber sales. In 2000, RFP
was identified as one of the largest, privately owned
companies in the state by Oregon Business Magazine. That
year, RFP’s sales totaled $850 mil-
lion. Most of these profits come
from logging public lands, which
contain the last remnants of old-
growth ecosystems.

“stUmpqua”
Bank: Financing

Eco-Terrorism
Since 1971, Ford
has also been the
chairman of the
Oregon-based
Umpqua Bank, and
he owns two-and-a-
half million dollars of
its stock. Umpqua
Bank has been the
target of a boycott
and protests during
the past couple of
years because of its
connection to forest
destruction. Organiz-
ers of the boycott
estimate that near-
ly half a million dol-
lars have already
been divested from
Umpqua Bank by
concerned citizens.
In April, activists
protested outside
the bank’s annual

Allyn Ford, forest destroyer
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logging old growth, and I have no plans to stop.

shareholders meeting amid heavy police presence (and
an all white-male board of directors). This was the first
opportunity for Ford to see the protests against him, and
he seemed shocked by such signs and banners as “Allyn
Ford is an ecocidal maniac.” One womyn, who was able
to attend the shareholders meeting, talked with Ford
about his role in the destruction of our last public
ancient forests. His shockingly archaic reply was, “It is
my duty to my community to continue logging old
growth, and I have no plans to stop.”

It is my duty to my community to continue Ford’s Forest

Fetish

Ford currently
holdsloggingrights
to approximately 26 ancient and native public forest
timber sales in Oregon. At least 10 of these are “replace-
ment volume” timber sales totaling thousands of acres
and containing trees that are up to 800 years old and nine
feet in diameter.

The replacement volume scheme came about in 1995
when Congress passed the now infamous Salvage Rider,
which suspended all environmental laws that normally
regulate the sale of federal timber. The Salvage Rider also
required the Forest Service to cancel some RFP-owned
timber sales in the Siuslaw National Forest to protect the
habitat of the marbled murrelet, an endangered seabird
that nests in coastal forests.

Replacement parcels for these canceled sales were sup-
posed to exchange “an equal volume of timber, of like
kind and value.” However, in typical Forest Service fash-
ion, old-growth forests ranging from the Willamette Na-

‘tional Forest to the Rogue River National Forest were

targeted to serve as replacements for the tree farms that
were originally purchased by RFP.

According to the Public Forestry Institute in Eugene, Or-
egon, many “replacement volume” parcels are worth up to
three times what the timber company originally purchased.
Some examples are the North Winberry Timber Sale (home of
a three-year treesit occupation), east of Eugene, which would
clearcut 300 acres of ancient trees. The East Devil Timber Sale
would log 184 acres of native and old-growth forest, with
some units intruding into the pristine roadless areas border-
ing the Diamond Peak Wilderness Area.



Ford is a proponent of the Umpqua Land Exchange
Project (ULEP). The ULEP was initiated in 1994 by Aaron
Jones, owner of the Eugene-based Seneca Sawmill Com-
pany, to assess the possibility of trading private holdings in
the Umpqua watershed for other public forest lands in the
basin. The timber companies involved asserted that they
should be given lands they can log if they are to be restricted
on their own lands by laws protecting salmon and trout. In
2000, RFP gave $100,000 to the Republican National
Convention’s state elections committee. In October 2000,
Congress allocated more than four million dollars to pre-
pare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the

675,555 acres being considered in the ULEP. The EIS is slated
to be completed by the end of this year.

Employees of RFP have become known for harassing and
physically assaulting activists. In 1996, at the Yellow Creek
Timber Sale in the Umpqua National Forest, a RFP logger
struck a protester. Later that year, at the First and Last Timber
Sale in the Umpqua National Forest, a RFP logger chased an
activist with a running chainsaw until she hid behind a
nearby tree.

In May, RFP began a 20 million dollar expansion of one of
its sawmills in order to increase its “stud” production by more
than 70 percent to 360 million board feet per year. This
expansion follows a recent purchase of a 75 million dollar
facility in Riddle, Oregon.

As if his destructive practices in Oregon weren’t enough,
Ford was recently licking his chops over three old-growth
timber sales in Washington's Gifford Pinchot National For-
est. In June, however, he decided to reject the sales “because
of public pressure and controversy.” Doesn’t Ford realize that
all old growth and native forest timber sales have a huge and
growing opposition? With his 26 contracts to log public
forests in Oregon, he is going to hit major hurdles every step
of the way. The only solution for him is to get out of the old-
‘growth forest business.

In all, RFPis set tolog thousands of acres of the most ancient
and biologically diverse forest that we have left in Oregon. In
some cases, such as the East Devil Timber Sale in the Willamette
National Forest and the Peak Timber Sale in the Rogue
National Forest, logging could begin any day. Several of these
timber sales have been the site of treetop protests by activists.
Your help is needed immediately!

Tell Allyn Ford to stay out of our forests. Contact Allyn Ford,
Roseburg Forest Products, POB 1088, Roseburg, OR
97470;(541)679-3311;(541) 679-9683 (fax); 4 1
allyn@rfpco.com. Ford can also be reached -
at his home at (541) 673-7454. -

Ruby Johnson is a self-proclaimed eco-
defender dedicated to exposing the eco- g,
terrorists of Cascadia. When she’s not ™%
digging up dirt on Allyn Ford, she is busy ~
tuning her monkeywrench.

Wh y We Sit

<" situations and filled with desire to pro-
tect something every human on the face
of the planet has love for, even if that
love is clouded by social conditioning
or covered up by concrete and asphalt.
That's something we can relate to; it’s
really the key to saving these forests; it’s
the basis for everything we do out here.
Here’s a really simple invitation: Come out to the forests.
You don’t have to climb up into the treesits or block the roads
or lock down to anything. Just come out into the woods for
a few weeks and decide for yourself if old-growth forests seem
too crowded, if clearcuts seem at all healthy, if the stands the
USFS planted appear to be “more real” than the untouched
parts of the forest. The deepest secrets, the most profound

l ﬂ -H”CCS continued

revelations of living in the trees for =
months on end, can all be found just %
by coming out to the forests fora little ~ ",
while and doing exactly what we do:
breathing, drinking, eating, looking around
and simply being.

Chimpy #2 and a variety of other people
who are sometimes named Chimpy work hard
to defend the Mount Hood National Forest—
and sometimes other forests—under the aegis
of the Cascadia Forest Alliance (CFA). In
July, CFA started a treesit named Horehound
in defense of the Solo Timber Sale (see page
11 for details). To help out with the cam-
paign, contact CFA, (503) 241-4879;
www.cascadiaforestalliance.org.
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BY JEFF NELSON

Pro-consumer advocate Rick Berman claims that he wants
to “expose” funding sources of nonprofit activist organiza-
tions. On February 12, Berman testified before Congress and
referred to People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, the
Ruckus Society, Rainforest Action Network and the Earth
First! Journal. Berman asked Congress, “When will this breed-
ing ground for environmental criminals be held account-
able?” Yet his enthusiasm for drawing aside the veil seems to
wane thin when the focus is turned on himself.

Berman is a Washington, DC,
tobacco, food and alco- ; @L\
hol lobbyist who also ’
runs several nonprofit
organizations: Guest
Choice (which was started
with a $600,000 check from
Phillip Morris and was recently
renamed the Center for Con-
sumer Freedom), the Em-
ployment Policies Insti-
tute (EPI, which fights
against raising the mini-
mum wage) and the
American Beverage In-
stitute (which repre-
sents alcohol sellers and
attacks organizations
like Mothers Against
Drunk Driving).

Berman was re-
cently exposed
for funneling mil-
lions of corporate
dollars—donated to N
these nonprofit organi- '\\\\\\ '
zations—directly into his own bank ac- ;
counts. Berman pays himself in the form of
salary and benefits for his role as executive director,
aswell as through payments he makes from the nonprofits
to his own corporation, Berman & Company, Inc., for
consulting services.

Nonprofiteering?

According to his 1998 tax returns, Berman earned more
than one million dollars in salary and for consulting services.
Another way to look at it: Berman paid himself about 79
percent of all the charitable donations raised that year by EPL.

And that million-plus paycheck was from just one of the |

nonprofits that Berman operates.

In a letter recently published on ParentalFreedom.com:
(which parodies Berman’s ConsumerFreedom.com website),

Berman tries to distinguish between using a nonprofit to pay
himself a “salary” versus paying money to his Berman &
Company corporation for “consulting”—a company Berman
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sorate Nonprofiteering

admits he wholly owns. He asserts that he actually paid at
least part of the nonprofit money he has steered toward his
corporation to other people he chose to employ, as opposed
to putting it all in his own personal bank account. Berman
threatened a lawsuit for defamation over this distinction.

Berman Fights for “Consumers”

Berman’s website ActivistCash.com claims it “root[s] out
the funding sources of the most notorious anti-consumer
groups.” But this is Orwellian-speak at best. Berman'’s
nonprofits seek to quash actual pro-consumer groups, such as
the Center for Science in the Public Interest, which educates
the public about food safety and nutrition
issues. Berman’s definition of
“pro-consumer” ap-
pears tobe encour-

aging people to

smokecigarettes,
drink alcohol, eat
lots of junk food
andignorethehealth
_consequences from con-
suming these items.

In reality, Berman has used

ActivistCash.com to compile a
collection of information
mixed with insults, distortions
and outright falsehoods—per-
haps in an effort to spice it up
and make his corporate
funders believe he’s actu-
ally engaged in a mean-
ingful enterprise.
Imagine if the ex-
ecutive director of
the Sierra Club raised
a total of $100
million in one
year—and then
paid 79 percent,
or $79 million, of
it to himself directly
as salary and as consult-
ing fees to a corporation he wholly owned. Berman would
probably be the first at the door of the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) trying to get the Sierra Club’s nonprofit
status yanked.

Does Berman live in a glass house? Is moving the majority
of corporate donations from a nonprofit you run to a for-
profit you own what the IRS intended for nonprofit status?
It may all be perfectly legal, but there’s an Enron-esque
feeling to it.

To read more on the controversy about Rick Berman, visit
www.parentalfreedom.com/responseZberman.htm.

Jeff Nelson is the president of VegSource Interactive, a clearing-
house of vegetarian resources.




Corpo rate Activi¢ts
for ExxonMobil

Clap

BY CHICKPEA

For the past three years, the Dallas-based direct action
collective UPROAR (United People Resisting Oppression
and Racism) has collaborated with Greenpeace, US PIRG
and the Seattle-based PressurePoint to call attention to
ExxonMobil’s environmental and human rights abuses
worldwide. In May, the coalition organized a Festival of
Resistance in response to the annual ExxonMobil share-
holder meeting in Dallas.

Representatives were due to arrive from Indonesia, Co-
lombia, Cameroon, Russia and Tibet to testify at a mock
trial exposing ExxonMobil’s negative impacts on their
communities. So when organizer Scott Crow received a
request to write an op-ed for the Fort Worth Star Telegram,
he assumed the coalition’s public relations firm had suc-
cessfully stirred up interest. However, Crow soon discov-
ered that the Star Telegram was tipped off by a wholly
different source: Citizens for a Sound Economy (CSE).

CSE, which shares board members with the conservative
Media Research Center and the Cato Institute, is well
organized, corporate-backed and media savvy. Since Sep-
tember 11, along with other industry front groups, CSE has
exploited the terrorist attacks by smearing environmental-
ists as “eco-terrorists.” Public Citizen obtained CSE’s 1998
budget, which indicates its top contributor was the oil and
gas industry—at more than two million dollars, with
ExxonMobil contributing $200,000. Corporate donors like
Philip Morris, General Electric and Johnson & Johnson
join ExxonMobil in making up more than 85 percent of
CSE'’s budget.

Insidiously, CSE has disguised its corporate funding by
co-opting the language and tactics of people-powered
organizing, claiming to be the “grassroots voice for con-
sumers.” According to its website, CSE consists of “a
growing and permanent volunteer grassroots army” orga-
nized to demand policy change. CSE has also linked itself
to other “grassroots” organizations to further enhance its
public image, including the Citizens Organized for Racial
Equality (a conservative equal rights group) and the Free
Republic Network (an organization that “champions
causes which further conservatism in America”).

Mark Levin, president of the American Freedom Center,
a legal and public policy research institute, explicitly
linked the Festival of Resistance protests to the “war on
terrorism” in a Star Telegram editorial published the day
before the shareholder meeting. “As the US military con-
tinues to battle terrorism overseas,” it read, “ExxonMobil
is preparing for the possibility of eco-terrorism at this
week’s shareholder meeting in Dallas.” The editorial was
just one of many strategically placed in newspapers in the
weeks before and after the demonstrations.

On local
television
news, against
the backdrop
of video foot-
age showing
burning
dumpsters and
smashed windows, CSE
representatives
warned viewers that,
“The same environ-
mental radicals who looted
Seattle to protest the World % - Trade Organization
meeting in 1999 will descend on Dallas to protest
ExxonMobil’s environmental policies.” Fortunately, most
print media didn’t make use of CSE’s sensational sound
bites. The Star Telegram referred to the demonstrators as
“social activists, ranging from environmental, alternative
energy and social policy proponents.”

At the protestin front of the shareholder meeting, counter-
protesters with CSE converged with signs that read: “Capi-
talism and free enterprise are what make this country great!”
and “Thanks ExxonMobil for being a good corporate neigh-
bor.” When the counter-protestor’s picket line passed by
protesters holding brightly colored puppets and “Stop
ExxonMobil” posters, they clapped their hands and yelled,
“Let’s hear it for the eco-terrorists! You're an eco-terrorist!
Why don’t you go burn down a ski resort?”

On the morning of the shareholder meeting, Crow
called the Associated Press to confirm its plans to cover the
Festival of Resistance protest. It was then that he discov-
ered the national day book editor had received word that
the protest was canceled. The regional day book editor
had also been told the event’s time had changed. This
unusually under-handed tactic, combined with a nation-
ally coordinated media smear campaign, was clearly the
work of a corporate-funded effort by CSE. It not only
spread misinformation, but also blocked the exposure of
human rights and environmental violations that com-
promise the international “Stop ExxonMobil” campaign.

In the process of countering the Festival of Resistance,
CSE painted local Dallas organizers as “eco-terrorists.”
This poses a clear danger to small groups like UPROAR
who do not have massive budgets to clear their names.
CSE’s corporate funding needs to be exposed, and future
collaborations between grassroots and national environ-
mental groups need to include media trainings so that
CSE and other industry front groups are less successful.

For more information, contact Scott@riseup.net.

Chickpea is an avid bicycle commuter, community organizer
and Independent Media Center journalist in Houston, Texas.
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Research Scientists Blur the Line Between Nature and Machine

BY JAMES BELL

In his 1972 speech The Android and the Human, science fiction visionary
Philip K. Dick told his audience, “Machines are becoming more human. Our
environment, and I mean our manmade world of machines, is becoming
alive in ways specifically and fundamentally analogous to ourselves.” In the
near future, Dick prophesied, a human might shoot a robot only to see it
bleed from its wound. When the robot shot back, it may be surprised to find
the human gush smoke. “It would be rather a great moment of truth for both
of them,” Dick added.

Present-day cloning, nanotechnology and robotics are blurring the lines
between nature and machine. While laboratory-created biotech and robotic
lifeforms proliferate, nature experiences a catastrophic decline. These
technologies represent as great a threat to the ancient natural order of our
world as they do the modern political one. This is why the US military is
aggressively backing research in many of these new technologies.

The Clone Wars

It wasn’t until 1963 that British scientist J.B.S. Haldane, inspired by
experiments to copy a frog, coined the word “clone.” Dolly, the world’s most
famous sheep, was cloned in 1997 from the udder cells of an adult ewe. The
“inside joke” around the naming of Dolly speaks volumes about the
scientific community’s “boys with toys” complex. Embryologist lan Wilmut
admitted, “No one could think of a more impressive set of mammary glands
than Dolly Parton’s.”

Ironically, some in the scientific community are banking on the work of
the women’s movement to justify cloning in the US. Any law banning
reproductive cloning would ultimately run up against the US Supreme
Court’s ruling in Roe v. Wade, which, by upholding the right of a woman to
choose an abortion, arguably implies that the state cannot interfere with
how she chooses to reproduce.

In November 2001, Advanced Cell Technology of Massachusetts jarred the
nation’s focus away from the recession and terrorism when it announced that
it had succeeded in cloning early stage human embryos. Debate on the topic
has stayed equally divided between those who support therapeutic cloning
and those, like the American Medical Association, who want an outright ban.

The Military and Corporate Alliance’s Robot Army

The word “robot” (Czech for “forced labor”) was coined by Karel Capek in
the 1920 play R.U.R. (Rossum’s Universal Robots) in which machines assume
the drudgery of factory production, then develop feelings and proceed to
wipe out humanity in a violent revolution. While the robots in R.U.R. could
represent the “nightmare vision of the proletariat seen through middle-class
eyes,” as science fiction author Thomas Disch has suggested, they also are
testament to the persistent fears of manmade technology run amok. In a
modern manifestation of this theme, in 2003 movie goers will see robots
revolt against their makers in the $180 million Warner Brothers movie,
Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines.

Similar themes have manifested themselvesin popular culture and folklore
since at least medieval times. One such legend, from 16th century Prague,
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centers around Rabbi Low and the Jewish
legend of the golem. After molding the
golem (a statue or figure of a man produced
from mud or clay) and endowing it with
life, Rabbi Low was forced to destroy the
clay creature after it ran amok. Tolkien'’s
Lord of the Rings makes reference to this
legend in the character of Golem. Here a
humanoid creature is transformed by the
“technology” of thering into an immortal.
In an ironic twist, Tolkien’s Golem is
brought to life on the silver screen via
computer animation. It is truly a golem
now, enchanted by programmers and in-
teracting with the humans in the film.

While some might dismiss these stories
simply as popular paranoia, robots are
already being deployed in the real world
and are poised to replace the more deadly
duties of the modern soldier. The
Pentagon is replacing soldiers with
sensors, vehicles, aircraft and weapons
that can be operated by remote control or
are autonomous. Pilot-less aircraft played
animportantrolein therecentbombings
of Afghanistan, and a model called the
Gnat was recently sent to conduct
surveillance flights in the Philippines.

“The real challenge is to mix man and
machines,” said Colonel Leahy, program
director for the Gnat. “It will be a loose
ballet at first. But eventually, the systems
will be linked to each other, sharing
information and deciding among them
who has the best shot.”

Leading the Pentagon’s remote-control
warfare effort is the Northern Virginia-
based Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency. The agency is working with
Boeing to develop the X-45 unmanned
combat air vehicle. The 30-foot-long
windowless planes will carry up to 12
bombs, each weighing 250 pounds.
George W. Bush enabled such research by
increasing the military’s already inflated
budget, and in a way they’re thanking
him for it: the X-45 looks exactly like a
flying “W.”

According to military analysts, as early
as 2007, the “W” will be used to attack



radar and anti-aircraft installations. By
2010, they will be programmed to distin-
guish friends from foes without consulting
humans and independently attack targets
in designated areas. By 2020, robotic planes
and vehicles will direct remote-controlled
bombers toward targets, robotic helicop-
ters will coordinate driverless convoys, and
unmanned submarines will
clear mines and launch
cruise missiles.

Rising to the challenge of
“mix[ing] man and ma-
chine,” MIT’s Institute for
Soldier Nanotechnologies
(backed by a five-year, $50
million US Army grant) is
busy innovating materials and designs to
create military uniforms that rival the best
science fiction. Human soldiers themselves
are being transformed into modern cy-
borgs through robotic devices and
nanotechnology. Soldiers may one day very
soon, as Dick envisioned, “gush smoke.”

The Post-Human Future

The 2002 International Conference on
Robotics and Automation, hosted by the
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engi-
neers, kicked off its technical session with
a discussion on “bio-robots,” the melding
of living and artificial structures into a
cybernetic organism or cyborg.

“In the past few years, the biosciences
and robotics have been getting closer and
closer,” said Palio Dario, director of the
Advanced Robotics Technology and Sys-
tems Lab. “More and more, biological
models are used for the design of biometric
robots, [and] robots are increasingly used
by neuroscientists as clinical platforms for
validating biological models.” Artificial
constructs are beginning to approach the
scale and complexity of living systems.

Some of the scientific “breakthroughs”
expected in the next few years promise to
make cloning and robotics seem rather
benign. The merging of technology and
nature has already yielded some shocking
progeny. Consider these examples:

¢ Researchers at the State University of
New York in New York City have turned a
living rat into a radio-controlled automa-
ton, using three electrodes placed in the
animal’sbrain. The animal can be remotely
steered through an obstacle course, mak-
ing it twist, turn and jump on demand.

* In May, eight elderly residents of Florida
were willfully injected with microscopic

silicon identification chips encoded with medical information, making
them “scannable just like a jar of peanut butter in the supermarket
checkout line.” Applied Digital Solutions, Inc., the creator of the chip, will
soon have a prototype of a device able to receive satellite signals and
transmit a person’s location.

e Human embryos have been successfully implanted and grown in
artificial wombs. The experiments were halted after a few days to avoid
violating in vitro fertilization regulations (see EF!] March-April 2002).

...scientists built a robotic fish that was
guided by the brain of an eel.

® Researchers in Israel have fashioned a “bio-computer” out of DNA that
is capable of handling a billion operations per second with 99.8 percent
accuracy. Reuters reports that these bio-computers are so minute that “a
trillion of them could fit inside a test tube.”

¢ IBM has built a video screen whose images appear so true-to-life
that “the human eye finds [the video images] indistinguishable from
the real thing.”

e In England, University of Reading Professor Kevin Warwick has
implanted microchips in his body to remotely monitor and control his
physical motions. During Warwick’s Project Cyborg experiments, com-
puters were able to remotely monitor his movements and open doors at
his approach. '

e Engineers at the US Sandia National Labs have built a remote-
controlled spy robot equipped with a TV scanner, microphone and a
chemical micro-sensor. The robot weighs one ounce and is smaller than
a dime. Lab scientists predict that the micro-bot could prove invaluable
in protecting “US military and economic interests.”

e US scientists have built a machine that, when
released into the environment, powers itself
by feeding on the bodies of snails and
other living creatures.

¢ In April 2001, scientists built a
robotic fish that was guided by
the brain of an eel. The Wash-
ington Post heralded the gro-
tesque achievement with the
headline: “Scientists Start to
Fuse Tissue and Technology
in Machines.” R
continued on next page o
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ENVIRONMENTAL News o Tue Weiro

Seaborne Bladders

World Water, SA, an international consortium that
includes Alaska Water Exports and similar companies in
Norway, Japan and Saudi Arabia, considers itself a pio-
neer of “bulk water delivery.”

In April, Alaska Water Exports proposed to fill ocean-
going bags with billions of gallons of freshwater from
rivers in Northern California and tow them south. The
water would then be sold for a profit to parched cities
such as San Diego.

A pipeline would run from the mouth of ariver to floating
polyfiber water transport bags that are 25-feet
deep, 100-feet wide and three times “ ¢
aslong as a football field. Each bag )
can hold more than 13 million @
gallons of water. .

Because freshwater is q*"’
lighter than saltwater,
and with the help of
air pockets built in,
thebags would be able
to float on the ocean’s
surface. If water rights
are indeed granted,
Alaska Water Exports would
use tugboats to transport the
bags—making approximately 750 "2,/
week-long round trips to haul water from
Northern California to San Diego.

“What tankers did for the oil industry, water
bags will do for the water industry,” said Terry
Spragg, a Seattie entrepreneur who is developing his own
line of water bags.

Lightning Knocks Out Nuclear Reactors

Even though lightning hits Scotland’s national power
grid on a regular basis, on May 2, it caused a power surge
which tripped the Torness Nuclear Power Station’s safety
systems. BBC News revealed that the lightning strike
shut down both reactors at Torness for five days.

The incident was the first time in the station’s history

that both reactors had been knocked out simultaneously.

Dr. Richard Dixon, with Friends of the Earth Scotland,
responded, “It was obviously quite serious if it took
them five days to switch a reactor back on again—to take
that long to decide what to do.”

Dolphin Courts Swimmers in the UK
A sexually frustrated dolphin tried to lure people away
from an English seaside resort in June. Swimmers were
warned that the dolphin would attempt to entice them to
mate. In fact, he had already attempted to mate, unsuccess-
fully, with some divers.
The 400-pound bottlenose dolphin, nicknamed
Georges, arrived near Weymouth, Dorset,
this Spring.
Dolphinrehabilitator and ad-
vocate Ric O’Barry, explained,
“When dolphins get sexually
excited, they try to isolate a
swimmer, normally female.
They do this by circling
around the individual and
gradually move them away
from the beach, boat or crowd
e of people.”
4 Georges has resisted moving
‘X —7 onto less-populated waters, has
been injured by more than one boat
propeller and has become a local sight-
seeing attraction at the resort.

An Area Known for Its Honey

On June 11, authorities in India reported the “green rain”
seen by residents of Sangrampur village, north of Calcutta,
was not some mysterious toxic substance. Bee feces with
traces of honey were falling from the sky.

“On studying the samples of condensed droplets, we found
they were feces of bees containing traces of honey excreted
fromalarge swarm ofbees flying overhead,” said D. Chakraborty,
chief scientist of the state’s pollution control board. Pollen
gave the droplets their greenish-yellow color.

continued from previous page

¢ In February 2001, MIT researchers successfully tested

arobotic fish controlled by a microprocessor and powered
by the muscle tissues stripped from a frog.

The International Union for Conservation of Nature,
the International Botanical Congress and a majority of the
world'’s biologists believe that a global “mass extinction”
isalready underway. “The speed at which species are being
lost is much faster than any we've seen in the past—
including those related to meteor collisions,”

extraction, industrial agriculture, the introduction of
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said Univer-
sity of Tennessee biodiversity expert Daniel Simberloff. As |
a direct result of human activities, including resource .

non-native animals and population growth, up to one-
fifth of all living species—mostly in the tropics—are
expected to disappear within 30 years.

A 1998 Harris poll of the 5,000 members of the American
Institute of Biological Sciences found 70 percent believed
that what has been termed “the sixth extinction” is now
underway. A simultaneous Harris poll found that 60 per-
cent of the public was totally unaware of the impending
biological collapse. Nature and technology are not just
evolving—they are competing and combining with one

.another. Unless changes are enacted now on a global level,

Mother Earth may one day be better known as our
“motherboard.” Let’s just hope it doesn’t rust.
For more info., visit www.technologicalsingularity.info.
James Bell is a writer for Sustain, a national environmental
information group based in Chicago.



Prisoner Updates

e Emma “Pitch” Murphy-Ellis is expected to be released to
a 14-month probation on July 27. She has served four
months for blockading a road with 30 protesters at the Eagle
Creek Timber Sale near Portland, Oregon.

¢ Mel Broughton has been released. Served four years for
conspiracy to cause explosions in an eco-defense action.

e Summer Nelson, 700 10th St., Columbus, GA 31901-
2899, USA. Serving three months for a School of the
Americas demonstration. Summer is active with Wild
Rockies EF! and the Buffalo Field Campaign.

e José Bové, 20671U, Maison d’arrit, Avenue du Moulin de
la Jasse, 34750 Villeneuve-les-Maguelonne, France. Serving
90 days for his role in dismantling a McDonald'’s restaurant.

Ecodefense

e Jeffrey “Free” Luers, #13797671, OSP, 2605 State St.,
Salem, OR 97310, USA. Serving 22 years and eight months
for arson at a car dealership.

* Craig “Critter” Marshall, #13797662, SRCI, 777 Stanton
Blvd., Ontario, OR 97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half
years for conspiracy to commit arson and possession of
incendiary devices to torch SUVs.

e Dr. Yurl Bandazhevsky, Ul. Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K,
Minsk 220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for telling the
world that the nuclear radiation around Chernobyl is worse
than what the government had reported.

¢ [fiaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de Pamplona, C/San Roque, Apdo.
250,31080—Irufiez—Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Serving five
years for sabotaging a dam construction site.

e Marco Camenish, Hornlistrasse 55, 8330 Pfaffikon,
Switzerland. Extradited to Switzerland to serve 10 years for
destroying nuclear facility powerlines in the 1970s and '80s.

e Grigory Pasko, Russian Federation 690 100, g.
Vladivostok, ul. Ivanovskaya 2, kv 24.
Russian eco-journalist serving four years
for exposing the Russian Navy’s dump-
ing of nuclear waste.

¢ Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort Worth, TX
76127, USA. Serving 27 years for the
disarmament of a Minuteman II missile
silo with a jackhammer, mailing
warning letters to officials with .38
caliber bullets inside, robbing a
bank and burning the money.

Animal Liberation

e Matthew Whyte, #99477-111, TCI, POB 7001, Taft, CA
93268, USA. Serving 14 months for assembling incendiary
devices with the intent to later target dairy trucks.

e Peter Schnell, #99476-111, FCI Otisville, POB 1000,
Otisville, NY 10963, USA. Serving 24 months for same
action as Matthew Whyte.

¢ Neil Bartlett, FW7083, HMP The Verne, Portland, Dorset,
DTS 1EQ, England. Serving four years for Earth and animal
liberation bomb hoaxes.

e Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Birmingham, B18
4AS, England. Serving three years for assaulting the man-
aging director of Huntingdon Life Sciences. Also serving 18
months for rescuing 600 guinea pigs from a lab supplier.

* Geert Waegemans, Begijnestraat 42 2000, Antwerp,
Belgium. Serving four years for attempted arson.

¢ Rae Newlands, GN6613, HMP Winchester, Romsey Rd.,
Winchester, SO22 SDF, England. Serving four-and-a-half
years for aggravated harassment of Huntingdon Life Sci-
ences shareholders.

Anti-Globalization

* Rob Middaugh, #6859467, POB 5000, Delano, CA
93216-5000, USA. Serving three years for his involvement
in the Mayday 2001 Reclaim the Streets celebrations in
Long Beach, California.

e Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 2605 State St., Sa-
lem, OR 97310, USA. Serving a seven-year mandatory
minimum sentence for throwing a rock at a cop at a 1999
Eugene, Oregon, Reclaim the Streets.

e Sarah Roberts, #7289038, TTCF Module 232, Terminal
Annex, POB 86164, Los Angeles, CA 90086, USA. Serving six
months for “Unlawful Assembly” and wearing a mask during
the Mayday 2001 celebrations in Long Beach, California.

MOVE

The “MOVE 9,” members of an eco-revolutionary group, were
framed for the murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 years each.
Although many of the MOVE prisoners are listed together, they must
be written to separately.

¢ Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet Holloway Africa,
#006308 and Janine Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cam-
bridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave., Cambridge Springs, PA
16403-1238, USA.

e Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973 and
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA
19426-0244, USA.

e Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974,
SCI Camp Hill, PA 17011-0200, USA.

e William Philips Africa, #AM4984 and
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM498S5, SCI Dallas,
Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA.

e Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335,
SCI Greene, 175 Progress Dr.,
Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA.
Mumia, a politically active jour-
nalist, was framed for the murder of a cop in 1981.

Indigenous

¢ Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 1000, Leavenworth, KS
66048, USA. An American Indian Movement activist, Leonard
is serving life in prison after being framed for the murder of
two FBI agents during the Pine Ridge siege in 1975.

e Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit I/A 10745 Rt. 18,
Albion, PA 16475-0002, USA. Serving 35-75 years for help-
ing ship arms to Central American indigenous activists.
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announcements

Are you organizing an event that you think people should know about?

Send your announcements to the EF! Journal.
Deadlines: Mabon-August 5/Samhain-September 16. EF! Journal,
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; collective@earthfirstjournal.org.

Autonomous MediaConference

October 3-6 - Tucson, Arizona

Workshops: How to Build Your Own
Micro FM Radio Station, Magazine Produc-
=~ tion and Distribution, Book Production
and Distribution, Billboard Improvement,
Web Design, Self-Censorship in Main-
stream Media, Community Radioand Cable
TV Access, Starting and Running Infoshops,
| Graffiti, Multi-Media and Music CD Pro-
-@ ¥ duction, Puppet- and Banner-Making, De-

i cision-Making in Media Projects

For more information, contact the
Autonomous Media Conference, (520) 628-
8720; www.consensus.net/autonomous

media.html.
A@N@M(@@S M@@Uﬁ_& Supporting organizations: AK Press,
Earth First! Journal, Thought Crime, Fe-
ral Press, See Sharp Press, Processed World, A Food Not Bombs Menu, Radio
Limbo, AZ Independent Media Center, Billboard Liberation Front, Bound
Together Books, Pan Left.

Wild Nature and the Human Spirit
August 24-27 - Moose, Wyoming

A three-day symposium hosted by The Murie Center, Wild Nature and
the Human Spirit will be a deep conversation about how to lessen our
separation from nature. The Murie Center believes that by showing
people how to regularly return to the well of inspiration that
nature holds, we can all become more effective defenders of
the wild.

Workshops range from how we are changed by wild places
to activism and the place of spirit. Keynote speakers include
author Peter Matthiessen, author and activist Terry Tem-
pest Williams and The Wilderness ~ Society
President Bill Meadows. Lo

For more information, contact
The Murie Center, (307) 739-2246;
www.muriecenter.org.
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A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization which
funds environmental education media. Donations
and funding proposals can be sent to:

Earth Defense Education Project
POB 3023
Tucson AZ 85702

Note: If you would like your contribution to go to the

Earth First! Journal, please note it with your donation. Thank you.
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Bowling Green, OH 43402
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ARIZONA
Arizona Wildlands Museum

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285
Flagstaff Activist Network

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002

(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net
Phoenix EF!

POB 5564, Phoenix, AZ 85010-5564
phoenixef@excite.com

Tucson EF!

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722
az_earth_first@hotmail.com
CALIFORNIA

Bay Area EF!

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516

(510) 848-8724

Fairfax Action Team

POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938
Peninsular Ranges EF!

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com
Slingshot

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705
(510) 540-0751

Sonoma County EF!

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107
(707) 523-1229

COLORADO

San Juan EF!

POB 3204, Durango,CO 81302

Tim Haugen

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042
Wilderness Defense

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101
FLORIDA

Alachua EF!

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616

(904) 462-3374

Big Bend EF!

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316
Lake Worthless EF!

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460
(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF!

c¢/o CMC, 1021 W University Ave,
Gainesville, FL 32601

(352) 373-0010

Stone Soup Collective
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1020 S Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806
(407) 999-7700 . :
GEORGIA B

Kataah Foothills EF!

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603
foothills@katuah.org

HAWAII

Oceandream Media Foundation
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714
(808) 826-1711

ILLINOIS

Autonomous Zone

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago,IL 60622

azone@azone.org

Red Gate EF!

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655
(773) 258-0575; friends@enteract.com
Shawnee EF!

913 S Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901
(618) 549-7387; harvest827@aol.com
The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123

(847) 931-9054;
thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com
INDIANA

Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center
310A S Washington St, Bloomington,

IN 47401

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org
Buffalo Trace EF!

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403
Kekionga EF!

1015 W Creighton St, Fort Wayne, IN 46807
Solidarity Books

860 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203
(317) 822-8004; solidaritybooks@yahoo.com
KANSAS

Tornado Alley Resistance

(913) 461-8583

MAINE

Maine EF!

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912
MARYLAND

Two Rivers EF!

POB 185, Piney Point, MD 20674
tworiversef@doityourself.com
MASSACHUSETTS

Jon Chance

72 Peterborough St Apt 31, Boston, MA 02215
(617) 859-8155

Lawrence Grassroots Initiative

c/o Berstein Bookstore, POB 43, Lawrence,
MA, 01642

(978) 688-3569; 1gi@igc.org

Mass Direct Action

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726
MICHIGAN

Lost Cause Collective

POB 237, Marquette, MI 49855

(906) 228-7074;
lostcausecollective@hotmail.com

Popular Power )

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685
MINNESOTA

Boundary Waters EF!

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, St. Louis Park, MN 55426
(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com
Church of Deep Ecology

POB 580407, Minneapolis, MN 55458
(612) 362-3387; )
churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com
Forest Ecosystems Action Group

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org

Loon Antics EF! ‘

POB 666, Cass Lake, MN 56633
wanderingaia@onebox.com

MISSOURI

Confluence/St. Louis IMC

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163

(314) 772-0322

Pink Planarians

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205
(573) 443-6832

Ray O. McCall

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711
MONTANA

Wild Rockies EF!/Wild Rockies Review
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806

(406) 549-8863; wref@wildrockies.org
Yellowstone EF!

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715
MINNESOTA

Church of Deep Ecology

POB 580407, South St. Paul, MN 55075
(612) 362-3387

NEBRASKA

Environmental Resource Center

205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net
NEW JERSEY

Green Vigilance

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060
(609) 265-0392

NEW MEXICO

New Mexico Direct Action

POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701

NEW YORK

Foghorn

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978
(516) 288-2688

Love Canal EF!

(716) 282-7777

OFF!

SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000
(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com
Project Harmony

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com
NORTH CAROLINA

Croatan EF!

POB 872, Moyock, NC 27958

French Broad EF!

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802
Mountain Eco-Collective

Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238,
POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815
Rustic Revolt

112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958
(252) 662-2878

Uwharrie Earth First!

POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
(919) 942-5205; bison12@hotmail.com
NORTH DAKOTA

Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor Mother Earth)
POB 29, Ft. Yates, ND 58538
treeeyes@westriv.com

OHIO

Lake Erie EF!

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620
OREGON

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830

Cascadia Forest Alliance

POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208

(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com
Cascadia Forest Defenders

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca
Kalmiopsis EF!

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net
PENNSYLVANIA

Allegheny EF!

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217
Antoinette Dwinga



POB 495, Carnegie, PA 15106 ° Konstanz

Katl’ijlh E%}!E/Tennessee Valley Faction Internatlonal mmanluAel.lmdlnger@um-konstanz.de
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 Anand Skaria

(423) 949-5922; jol}njEF@bledsoe.net There i_s an international Earth First! POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala
Kataah EF!/River Factio! website at: www.eco-action.org/ef/ (009) 484-25435

2131 Riverside D lle, TN, 37915 Bander Bagicha,

zorgonus@yahoo.cq
TEXAS
Dallas EF!
POB 820872, Dallag;T.
EF! Austin
2900 Lafayette St, A
(512) 478-7666
East Texas EF!
Rt 1 Box 2120, Poin
Houston EF! 4
PMB 413, 1302 Wau,

dtna-800 001 Bihar

UTAH

Wild Wasatch Fron
864 W 700 St, Brigha
VERMONT
Biodiversity leerat
POB 57, Burlingta
VIRGINIA
Blue Ridge EF!

(434) 971-1553
WASﬂIb}QlON

Madison EF! .
POB 1042, Madison,
(608) 262-903

WYOMING
Teewinot EF!
POB 1588, Wilsqnww
krstnpnt@netsca

Projects & Campaigns

Bioengineering Action™
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban
Cold Mountain, Cold Ri
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59 ; 3 v L.adps
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 3 ; ; Tagmadnsgaten 9C, 46-37 Vinersborg
EF! Direct Action Fund :
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516
(925) 376-7329
Earth Liberation F
www.earthliberat
End Corporate
HCR 82, Fossil,
(541) 468-2028
North America
POB 3673, Courte:
(250) 703-6312; (4
naalfpo@tao.ca; www.al
Warrior Poets Society
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712

OB 322, Kiev 252187
738 (049) 265 7628; 550-6068 (fax);
k@cct:glas:
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BY FREE

For decades, people in the US have struggled and fought
againstimperialism, colonialism, racism, sexism and count-
less other forms of oppression. Each one of these struggles
has failed on at least one level. Why? Because all of these
struggles have allowed themselves to be divided, not only
amongst their ranks, but also separated by their causes.

The truth is that all of our struggles are interconnected.
On a deeper level all of us know this. Often we talk of
community, mutual aid and solidarity. Yet where have
these ideas manifested themselves?

I am not talking about the mass protests or direct action
camps. I am talking about our everyday lives. We have to
live the revolution.

All too often we allow ourselves to be divided into cliques.
We can get so caught up in our own ideals that we may
become unwilling to work with others who do not share the
same ideological “purity.”At that point it becomes impos-
sible to express ideas outside of your own circle, and even
harder to work with others for a greater good.

It seems that we have dedicated more time to rhetoricand
debating ideology. More time is spent arguing: reds against
greens, anarchists against socialists, pacifists against mili-
tants. Struggles are condemned as single issues, others are
deemed as more important. And then there’s the “all
important” struggle of smashing the state, because of course,
once we do that, everything else will just naturally follow.

Every time I read an independent publication, whatever
struggle it deals with, I find a common theme: people
slugging off others who could be allies.

While we are so occupied arguing amongst ourselves about
whose idea of the perfect world is better, the real world, the
one we all live in, is falling to pieces.

We think we have all the answers, if only people would
do it our way, or my way, or your way. We are so caught
up in attitudes of superiority that we fail to realize that we -
are losing.

People we know and love are going hungry. People we,
care about are committing suicide and overdosing. People
we know are being raped, beaten and abused. Itis all around
us, in every city, town and community. And we go on writing
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our articles, putting out our zines, slugging people off and
talking about the revolution.

What are we fighting for? Is there a goal? Because
apparently we are not fighting for each other or for our
community. Maybe we are fighting to protect the
Earth, but that must not be it either because we all still
use electricity from dams, drive cars and dumpster or
buy food.

We know there are alternatives, we talk about them all
the time. Yet we never work together to create them.

The ideal world does not exist. Not everyone is going to
be an anarchist. Not everyone is going to be vegan. And it
is going to take a long, long time to phase out mass
production and become completely sustainable. That is
just reality. We can’t create the perfect world, but there is
no reason why we can’t work together to make the one we
live in better.

We have to use every tool in the toolbox. If that means

* we have to work with the unions to accomplish some-

thing, we do it. If we have to work with the church to feed
hungry children, we do it. If we have to vote to change
something, we do it. If we have to take direct action to stop
something, we do it.

Because if we don’t do it no one else will, and 15 years
from now you can read in the Earth First! Journal, Green
Anarchy, or Clamor Magazine about how activists are fight-
ing for the last acre of old growth, how the indigenous
nations of the world have lost all their land, how one in
four people are in prison or under supervision. You will be
able to read how we lost every single battle because we
were too stubborn, too egotistical or too ideologically pure
to work together.

We have a choice, we can shoot for the stars and accept
nothingless, or we can aim for the stars and take every step
that gets us closer.

I would compromise almost anything if it meant we
could actually change the world and not just talk about it.

Jeffrey “Free” Luers has been active since 1996. He has fought
for a range of issues including animal rights, gender equality,
anti-fascism and eco-defense.
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