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A: LooK INTO AcTIVISM, 

TACTICS AND STRATEGY 

We thought it was time to take an 
introspective look at our strategies, 
tactics and collective vision. As some 
of the articles herein will demonstrate, 
the political ground under our feet is 
shifting rapidly. Resource extraction 
industries, along with their minions 
in the government, media, Wise Use 

movement and n~=~~~~,~~ 
mental groups, have 
to brand us as "eoott~n:orilsts 

First! took 

in 
and intensity, the consequences and 
political climate become more severe. 

Whither the grassroots eco-resis­
tance? Whither Earth First!? Some feel 
the Earth First! Journal should be a 
mirror to reality, others feel we should 
be a hammer with which to shape it. 

We Joumalistas seek to support a 
diverse array of tactics and strategies. 

It would not be honest to say that we 
think all tactics are equally effective in 
every situation, but likewise we do not 
want to fetishize certain ones. Our 
role is to push the envelope, catalyze, 
create debate, put the word out, get 
people thinking and most of all acting. 
You will not see us jumping up and 

~~~~~~~~;J.w;riting letters to elected 
n "but you will see us 

un$iano legislation side-
ne,ws '5~Ue~~-SJJikingand 

our genetic 
te profit, 
calculating 

on controversial 
ping projects, politicians 

drafting death penalty legislation for 
acts of ecotage, these are the types 
that environmentalists should recog­
nize and describe as violent. 

No compromise in defense of 
Mother Earth, 

-THE EARTH FIRST! JouRNAL 

. EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE 

Earth First! Journal is published eight times a year on the solstices, equinoxes and cross­
quarter days on or about November 1, December 21 (Winter Solstice), February z,;March 21 (Vernal Equinox), 
May 1,June 21 (Summer Solstice), August 1 and September 21 (Autumnal Equinox) by Daily Planet Publishing, 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. US subscriptions are $30. Outside the US, surface delivery is $40 and airmail is 
$50. See form, page 52. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85 702. 
Application to mail at Periodicals postage rates is pending at Tucson, Arizona 85726-9653 . 
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The Nonviolent Use of Gunpowder 
BY PAUL KINGSNORTH 

Contrary to what many think, international anti-dam cam­
paigning is not new. Activist Sigmund Kvaloy recalls to Paul 
Kingsnorth how an Icelandic anti-dam campaign back in 1970 
resorted in radical measures to save a river from damnation. 

Shortly before it happened, I was standing on the bank 
of the Laxa ("salmon river") with Eysteinn Sigurdsson, a 
local farmer who was leading a campaign in the region 
against a recently built dam. Like dams ev­
erywhere, the construction had severely 
damaged the river's ecosystem and was 
wrecking the livelihoods of the farmers 
and fisherfolk in the region. 

"I've lived by this river for a thousand 
years," said Sigurdsson. "Destroy her and I 
will be destroyed." Like other farmers in the 
region, Sigurdsson viewed his own position 
in the region within the context of his 
ancestors and future descendants. His was 
not an isolated existence, but was rather a 
small part of a very long chain. Many of the 
inhabitants of the region had the same 
mentality. For this reason, the campaign 
against the Laxa dam was fueled with an 
unstoppable energy. 

Laxa was more than simply a body of water for those 
whose lives depended on it. In 1970, when the river was 
dammed, locals swore to use any and all avenues to reverse it. 
They fought long and hard with every legal means. They 
failed. It was when they failed that the concept of the 
"nonviolent" use of gunpowder arose. The concept was 
simple: The dam would be blown up. This would not be an act 

Dear Shit For Brains, 
I would like to express my 

utmost respect for everyone 
out there who is doing their 
share to bring global and en­
vironmental issues to the at­
tention of the public and our 
leaders. Also those who are 
taking personal, direct action. 

I think the Beltane 2001 
issue of Earth First! is a fine 
magazine. Keep up the good 
work. I learned a lot from it, 
and the animal pictures are 
great; not to mention the con­
tent of the articles. 

Having lived in a negative 
prison environment for sev­
eral years, I truly appreciate 
the opportunity to read about 
such significant issues and 

how people are taking respon­
sibility upon themselves to 
do something about the prob­
lems. Thanks! Thus, I would 
like to take this opportunity 
to ask you to print my name 
and address so that any inter­
ested individuals or groups 
can drop me a line or send me 
some literature. I am into an­
archist philosophy, alternative 
government, and environ­
mental and other global is­
sues (etc.) . 

Feel free to write and express 
your ideas, or send literature, 
or just say hello. 

Sincerely, 
-CURT SMITH #589526 

RT 2, Box 4400 
GATESVILLE, TX 76597 

of violence, but an act of salvation for an ecosystem devas­
tated by destructive development. Care would be taken to 
avoid harming any living creature. The objective was to use 
dynamite to prevent a violation of the natural world. 

One of the strongest supporters of local campaigners 
against the dam was an author and national radio 
programme editor. When the time came, he made the 
necessary dynamite available (for his efforts he was later 
elected a member of parliament for Thingeyarsyssla, the 

county where Laxa is situated). 
On August 7, 1970,250women, men and 

children gathered at the site. Two farm 
tractors dug into the dam foundations on 
both sides and the dynamite was placed. The 

fuse was lit, and a few moments later the dam 
ceased to exist. 
The following morning virtually the entire popu­

lation surrounding Myvatn, and those living along 
· the length of the Laxa valley, made calls to the local 
police. Each one claimed personal responsibility for 
the night's activities. For obvious reasons, the 

practicalities involved in placing an entire commu­
nity on trial made proceedings impossible. Laxa 
was saved, and no one was ever convicted for the 

"crime" of destroying the dam. 
As one activist said shortly thereafter, "We ought to 

earn the Nobel Peace Prize, since we actually used Nobel's 
invention [dynamite] to re-establish peace between hu­
mans and nature." Thirty years later, Laxa remains a symbol 
of independence from destructive industrialism, as 
well as a symbol of a rooted people's strength. 

This article first appeared in The Ecolo­
gist, Vol. 30 No. 6, www.theecologist.org. 

Earth First! Comrades, 
Well I see that you have 

relocated to AZ. I guess it is for 
the better. I really like the new 
form of print you have May­
June magazine style. I was glad 
to see Dear Ned Ludd, let's 
demolish all SUVs. No more 
cars or highways. I see the 
feds are still harassing Craig 
Rosebraugh. They had him 
on World News, 20/20, 60 Min­
utes, they are constantly ha­
rassing this man. I say harass 
their corporations to make it 
even. I just want to touch base 
with you, and tell you that I 
appreciate getting the Earth 
First! Journal. Thanks. 

Together for Mother Earth, 
-WILLIAM 

Dear SFB, 
I just read Dear Ned Ludd 

(see EF!J May-June 2001). I 
would like to say that I am 
glad for the high price of gas. 
I hope people will stop buying 
SUVs. Fossil fuels are not the 
way. We need to wake up. If 
people will stop buying them, 
Ford and others will stop mak­
ing them. So, the high price of 
gas is a great thing. 

But I think people should 
make driving SUVs a living 
hell! If someone doesn't stop 
this, we will not have to worry 
about; we won't be here! 

Stay strong, 
-CHARLES R. HOKE 

continued on page 33 
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Sentenced to Nearly 23 Years 
On June 11,. 

Jeff "Free" Luers 
was sentenced to 

22 years and eight months for setting a fire at Romania 
Chevrolet and attempting to ignite a gasoline tanker at 
Tyree Oil Company in Eugene, Oregon last summer. The 
Romania fire, which torched three pickup trucks, caused 
$40,000 damage, while the Tyree Oil tanker failed to ignite. 

Judge Lyle Velure found Free guilty on 11 charges, includ­
ing three counts of first-degree 
arson, two counts of attempted 
first-degree arson, criminal 
mischief and making and pos­
sessing a destructive device. 
Under Measure 11, Oregon's 
minimum-mandatorysentenc­
ing law, first-degree arson car­
ries a sentence of seven and a 
half years in prison. 

Chevrolet fire. At the sentencing Free read a statement 
taking accountability for the Romania fire and emphasized 
the care he took to ensure no one would be injured. The 
judge responded by saying that he "never doubted Free's 
sincerity." Velure continued by stating that Free's political 
beliefs would not influence the sentencing, that he would 
be sentenced" solely on the severity of the crimes." Yet Free 
received a sentence harsher than that of many murderers 
and rapists. 

Velure made comments 
during the trial that indicated 
he had already decided the 
outcome. He was often seen 
completely ignoring the tes­
timony and typing on his 
laptop instead of listening. 
An appeal is underway. 

According to Lane County 
chief deputy district attorney 
Kent Mortimore, "Ourphiloso­
phy is that people in this com­
munity have a right to be safe, 
and have a right for their prop­
erty to be safe. If terrorists try 
to disturb that security, our 
response is going to be exactly 
what we saw here." 

I believe it is time for a serious re-evaluation of 

Throughout the past year, 
Free was forced to remain 
silent about his actions at 
Romania Chevrolet, due to 
the fact that the state in­
sisted on linking the two in­
cidents, Romania and Tyree 
Oil Company, together. The 
judge denied many motions 
to separate the two events. 
Free has stated and main­
tains that he had no involve­
ment in the attempted arson 
at Tyree Oil. 

"The intent with [Free's] 
sentence was definitely to set 
an example to deter other ac­
tions, but I don't really think 
that it's going to have a big 
effect on the continuation of 
acts of economic sabotage," 
said Gumby Cascadia of the 

human priorities. No longer can we separate ourselves 
from wild nature, pretending that technology will 
keep us safe and intact. We must accept and embrace 

the fact that we, too, are a part of the natural life cycle, 

not above it, not on top of it. We must scrutinize the 
effect that we are having. We have the means to change, 
the question is, do we have the desire? 

The Free and Critter Legal 
Defense Committee asks for 
your continued support of 
Free and Critter and of all 

L---------------- -Free prisoners of war. Free's co-

Free and Critter Legal Defense Committee. "I think that . 
what it does is it makes people understand the deadly · 
seriousness of choosing to do that kind of action, and it . 
may weed out the people who think it's a game from those: 
who are really serious." · 

Free, a 22-year-old anarchist and longtime tree-sitter; 
had admitted to criminal mischief in last summer's Romania 
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defendant, Critter, is serving 
a five and a half year sentence after accepting a plea 
bargain in the cast;. 

A war is being waged on the Earth and all its creatures. 
The state's campaign attempts to marginalize and inca­
pacitate those who take radical action in defense of the 
Earth. Failure to support our political prisoners is tanta­
mount to sanctioning repression by the state. 



Free's Statement at 
his Sentencing 

"I want to make clear why I set a fire at Romania 
Chevrolet. I'm not going to offer excuses. I want this 
opportunity to explain my actions so that they are not 
misunderstood or misinterpreted. · 

I didn't do this for anarchy or because I'm anti-govern­
ment. And I didn't do this because I enjoy property 
destruction. I don't. 

I did this because I'm frustrated that we are doing 
irreversible damage to our planet, our home. It is not an 
exaggeration to say that right now we are experiencing a 
period of extinction equal to that of the dinosaurs. Forty­
thousand species are going extinct each year. Yet we 
continue to pollute and exploit the natural world. 

I'm not going to justify my actions. I can't do that 
anymore than one can justify the destruction of the envi­
ronment for profit. They are both wrong. 

I take responsibility for what I've done. You can judge my 
actions, but you can't judge my heart. It cannot be said that 
I am unfeeling and uncaring. My heart is filled with love and 
compassion. I fight to protect life, all life, not to take it. 

I took every precaution to insure that no one would be 
injured by this fire. If I thought for any reason that 
anyone-be it Mr. Kelly or any responding firefighter or 
police officers-would be injured, I never would have set 
this fire. It was not my intention to hurt anyone or place 
anyone at risk. 

I'm not going to ask the court to grant me leniency. All that 
· I ask is that you believe the sincerity of my words. That you 
believe that my actions, whether or not you consider them to 
be misguided, stem from the love I have in my heart." 

For now, letters can be mailed to both Free and Critter 

c/o the Legal Defense Committee at POB 50263, 

Eugene, OR 97 405. Checks and money orders to 

assist with Free's appeal can be sent to the Free and 

Critter Legal Defense Fund c/o OUR Credit Union 

at POB 11192, Eugene, OR 97 440. For more 

information, visit www.efn.orgt eugpeace/ freecritter. 
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The G.yi MinaI i z.ation of Ecology 
continued from previous page 

activists. Free's case is a wake up call. We must re­
strategize and evolve our tactics if we hope to maintain 
an effective defense of the environment despite these 
treacherous political developments. 

The Juvenile Justice Bill 
After the Columbine High 

School shootings, the US 
Senate passed the May 1999 
Juvenile Justice Bill. Though un­
related in any way to "juve-
nile justice," 
several provi­
sions were in­
cluded that 
directly target 
animal rights 
and environ­
mental activ­
ists. Reflecting 
industry 
pressure and 
influence, the 
Juvenile Justice 
Bill condemns 
people who com-
mit politically mo­
tivated nonviolent 
offenses with exceed­
ingly disproportion­

4. Enhances sentences for "gangs," defined as the assem­
bly of three or more people. These sentencing guidelines 
promote selective and politically biased prosecution by 
applying more serious penalties against those who commit 

crimes in defense of animals or the environment. The 
courts are being asked to evaluate the actions of an 

individual and the thoughts behind an action in­
stead of simply evaluating the actual crime. The 

bill also undermines the First Amendment 
protection of websites and publications. 

The RICO Act 
Also in May 1999, Senators Orin G. Hatch (R­

UT) and Diane Feinstein (D-CA) introduced an 
amendment to the Racketeer Influenced and 
Corrupt Organization (RICO) Act, aimed at" Ani­
mal Enterprise Terrorism and Ecoterrorism." 

RICO was originally designed to combat traditional orga-
nized crime and its infiltration of legitimate enterprises; 

however, its most innovative and controversial 
aspects are provisions which allow the state to 

seize property owned by anyone charged 
with being part of a "criminal enterprise." 

RICO targets illegal activity organized 
across state lines. Thus, if you "orga­
nize" using email and telephone, you 
can potentially be prosecuted under 
federal laws. In the past, RICO has 
been employed primarily against 

white-collar criminals, anti-abortion 
protesters and mobsters. Now, target 

groups can include just about anyone. ate prison terms. 
Unfortunately, this law is 
only one example of a system- Oregon Declares War on 
atic attempt by industry and gov- Activists 
ernment to discourage direct On March 12, two bills intended to 
action by punishing activists with jail stiffen penalties for "ecoterrorists" were 
time that far exceeds time given to truly violent unanimously approved by the Oregon House of 
and dangerous people. Such sentencing preferences illtis- Representatives. Under HR 2344 and 2385, Oregon's orga­
trate the priority the state gives to property over human life. nized crime laws would be expanded to include activities 

The Juvenile Justice Bill also: such as tree spiking and sabotage of animal research, 
1. Makes it a federal crime to distribute information on livestock or agricultural operations. Convictions under the 

how to make bombs (over the Internet or otherwise) or laws would be punishable by up to 20 years in prison and 
other weapons of mass destruction if the "teacher intends" a $300,000 fine. 
for the information to be used to commit a federal violent Reflecting the hysterical attitude and culture of propa­
crime or knows that the recipient will use the information ganda currently prevailing in the Oregon legislature, Repre­
to commit such a crime. sentativeBob]ensonclaimedhereceivedthreateningletters 

2. Enhances penalties under the Animal Enterprise and phone calls a year ago when lawmakers were first 
Terrorism Act by changing a minimum sentence to a considering HR 2344 and 2385. He stated, "I will do every­
mandatory five years instead of one. . thing to ensure that if you break the law as part of those 

3. Creates a "National Animal Terrorism and Ecoterrorism · protests, you will get free room and board for 20 years." 
Incident Clearinghouse" to" accept, collect and maintain" . The process of attacking social movements in Oregon fits 
information on crimes against animal enterprises or com- , into a larger pattern of criminalizing dissent with respect 
mercia! activities because of their "perceived impact" on • to the anti-globalization movement, which is made up of 
the environment. Records of such incidents are available anarchists, environmentalists, animal rights activists, stu­
for all law enforcement agencies. dents, unions, teachers and others concerned about the 
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fate of the planet and each other. 
David Helvarg, author of The War 
Against the Greens, stresses how diffi­
cult it .is for ecologically destructive 
industries to "look good" and publicly 
justify their actions; therefore, their 
strategy has been "to make us look 
bad, demonize us and make them­
selves look respectable as a result." If 
one were to compare a cancer-causing 
industrial polluter to a teenage 
monkeywrencher, it would become 
glaringly apparent to the public as to 
who is the real "ecoterrorist." 

Groups to Watch Out For 
"A growing network of pro-technol­

ogy activists is making sure that the 
message of my book, EcoTerror: The 
Violent Agenda to Save Nature, will pro­
duce results. By results, I mean con­
gressional hearings and legislation to 
protect the public from environmen­
tally motivated violence." 

-RON ARNOLD 

Arnold is a spokesperson for the 
right-wing Wise Use movement and 
the executive director of the Center 
for the Defense of Free Enterprise. In a 
1992 interview, he said, "We're out to 
kill the fuckers. Our goal is to elimi­
nate environmentalism once and for 
all." He is a former spokesperson for 
Dow and Union Carbide and has fi­
nancial support from corporations 
such as Exxon, DuPont, Georgia Pa­
cific and Boise Cascade. 

Public relations firms, lobbying 
groups and think tanks work with and 
fund the Wise Use movement. Included 
amongst these institutions is the Heri­
tage Foundation, which published a 
report entitled, "Ecoterrorism: The 
Dangerous Fringe of the Environmen­
tal Movement." The report is a typical 
Wise Use mixture of truth, fiction and 
innuendo which targets Earth First! as 

··a violent terrorist group. The report 
concludes with a strong denunciation 
of the use of violence as a tactic and 
claims that radical environmentalists 
are locked into an ever-increasing ram­
page of terrorist activity which is maim­
ing, and which will inevitably result in 
the killing of innocent people. The 
report goes on to identify EF! as the 
enemy and pleads with the environ­
mental community to isolate EF! and 
other so-called violent radicals from 
the environmental movement. It is 
interesting to note that this report was 

released in April 1990 and spread 
quickly through the Wise Use network. 

A think tank linked to the CIA, the 
National Strategy Information Cen­
ter, operates a Counterterrorism Study 
Group (CSG). The CSG has identified 
all the possible sources of terrorism in 
the world today. Along with Iraq, Syria 
and Lybia, it has concluded that a new 
source of terrorism exists within the 
"ecological movement," especially the 
elements of the movement which es­
pouse biocentric views. 

The mission of the CSG is to identify 
the nature of various terrorist threats, 
devise new methodologies to analyze 
them and to implement responses 
through legal, military, political and 
intelligence means. The CSG has an 
international composition with aca­
demics, corporate officials and former 
government specialists in terrorism. 

Disinformation campaigns and psy­
chological warfare against environmen­
talists are only some of the techniques 
that are practiced-not only by the FBI, 

but by a whole alphabet soup of federal 
organizations, along with local police 
forces, private security firms, local gov­
ernment and Wise Use sympathizers. 
"The environmental movement is be­
ing subjected to obvious surveillance, 
intimidation, anonymous letters, 
phony leaflets, telephone threats, 
police over-reaction and brutality, du­
bious arrests and other threatening ac­
tions unfamiliar to most activists," says 
Chip Berlet in his article "Hunting the 
Green Menace." 

Berlet continues that the "labeling 
of a group as violent, terrorist or pro­
communist is often a first step toward 
delegitimizing that group. Such label­
ing undermines public support and 
sanctions the use of aggressive surveil­
lance and harassment by government 
agencies or private security firms. There 
is also a self-fulfilling prophecy with 
labeling, as police are likely to respond 
with unjustified force when they have 
been trained to think of peaceful pro­
testers as violent terrorists ." 
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Lockdo"Wll Society 
BY B the coalition. "Not only will the prison destroy 

prime farmland and unique historic and natural 
As brave souls who commit acts of destruction in resources within our community, but transferring 

the name of the Earth are facing harsher repression prisoners from Washington, DC to Pennsylvania will 
and even more prisons are being built, it is time for devastate the families ofthe 1,500 inmates who will be 
our movement to take a serious look at the struggle nearly six hours away from their homes." The price tag 
against the prison industrial complex and examine for the construction was just increased from $115 to 
the common ground we share. $125 million. The prison in DC is being demolished to 

Two communities have been pitted against each build a golf course. The FBOP plans to add 50,000 new 
other in a fight for survival, one attacked by draconian beds for 30 new prisons, the largest single expansion in 
drug laws, mandatory minimums and zero tolerance, the history of the federal prison system. 
and another facing the predatory onslaught of The promise of economic revitalization is quick to 
agribusiness, huge feedlots and urban sprawl. Rural vanish. A nearby town where a prison was built in 
communities are desperate for jobs and the prison 1995 saw the unemployment rate stay the same. The 
industrial complex has become a quick fix, creating proposed prison in Wayne County will create a mere 
dependence on the 26 local jobs after <;:on-
trade in victims of in- struction because em-
ner city poverty. ployees from the closing 

A new coalition facility are promised the 
has been forged in a jobs. An unsustainable 
rural western Penn- boost in construction 
sylvaniacountybring- jobs, like those from in-
ing together local dustrial logging, leads 
farmers with urban inevitably to economic 
anti-prison activists. decline. US Technolo-
On June 21 in gies sold its electronics 
Wayne County, the plant in Austin, Texas, 
Urban/Rural Coalition leaving its 150 workers 
Against Prisons, a net- unemployed. Six weeks 
work dedicated to later, the electronics 
stopping prison ex- plant reopened in a 
pansion nationwide, nearby prison. Small 
marched from the bro- furniture manufactur-
ken ground at a prison ers around the country 
constructionsitetothe complain that they are 
town commissioners' being driven out ofbusi-
public meeting with ness by UNICOR, which 
the Federal Bureau of pays 23 cents per hour 
Prisons (FBOP). The and has the inside track 
coalitiondisruptedthe on government con-
session, shouted down tracts. A new correc-
the commissioners tiona! facility opens up 
and demanded the construction be permanently stopped. each week in the US, almost exclusively in rural areas 

The commissioners handed the land over to the facing economic crisis. 
FBOP for one dollar after threating local farmers with The slaughter goes on in prison construction across 
federal seizure under eminent domain, while ignor- the nation. In April, a lawsuit settled was against FBOP 
ing a 1997 executive order to protect agricultural for mass-poisoning of black-tailed prairie dogs around 
land. Citizens had to force an Environmental Impact a prison in Englewood, California. In Hertford County, 
Statement (EIS) to be implemented through the North Carolina, they are attempting to build a prison 
courts, and so far two stop work orders have been ."on a former slave plantation to import almost exclu­
issued by the Pennsylvania Department of Environ- sively African-American inmates. The FBOP issued a 
mental Protection because of runoff silting streams · FONSI (Finding of No Significant Impact), hereby 
flowing into the Lackawaxen River. FBOP poisoned 'decreeing an EIS "not necessary." This despite its 
rare bats in the area and have refused to do the . critical wetlands which drain into the designated 
required plant life surveys. "I don't want this prison nutrient-sensitive Chowan River, it being in the 
in my backyard or anyone's," said Sandi Gambuti of middle of a flood plain, having Native American burial 
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grounds and providing habitat for endangered red­
cockaded woodpeckers which are dependent on SO­
year-old living pines and an undisturbed nesting area. 
With all prison construction there is huge road con­
struction and expansion to accommodate large prisoner 
buses, construction vehicles and delivery trucks. All 
prison construction defoliates the surrounding re­
gion, clearing and spraying the landscape so escapees 
can't find cover. Prisons depend on huge increases in 
sewage capacity, garbage transfer, and cleaning agents. 
They rely on heavy water use and electrical drain with 
light pollution flooding the area severely impacting 
wildlife. The sweatshops inside often release toxic 
emissions. What are the lasting effects of a community 
when it bases its economy on training people to guard 
and beat people? We need to consider the social and 
psychological pollution as well. We create no go zones 
that become the cornerstone of a new kind of sprawl, 
where only cruel and polluting industries flourish. 
Lawsuits have targeted prison projects through the EIS 
process, but these often only buy time. 

Dehumanizing, sterile walls. Stifling lack of air. 
Sensory monotony. When talking about the environ­
mental devastation of 
prison construction, we 
also need to examine the 
environment that these 
"correctional institu­
tions" create. When food 
gets recalled and pulled 
off the shelves of your 
local supermarket, it is 
all too common to have 

windows. No human contact. Total solitary con­
finement except .one hour a day and (only on 
weekdays) to walk alone outside. Two cold meals a 
day. No way of contacting guards in case of emer­
gency. Almost no reading material, except for al­
lowing a few legal documents and one "personal 
religious book." Poet and long-time South African 
political prisoner Dennis Brutus described solitary 
confinement: "It's amazing how effective the isola­
tion was in creating literal madness, losing total 
grasp of reality." 

Right now the US has the highest per capita incar­
ceration rate in the world. In 20 years, the prison 
population has quadrupled, with a S 70 percent in­
crease in prison spending versus a 33 percent spending 
increase for elementary and secondary education. The 
war on drugs began as a war on political dissent. It has 
now morphed into a war for oil in the Andean region 
and a war on the poor, keeping communities facing the 
brunt of environmental racism down by sending them to 
another environmental hell hole. In police-patrolled 
schools and lockdown housing projects with metal detec­
tors, armed guards, bulletproof glass, concrete and barbed 

wire, many already live in a prison. 
If you build a prison, they will 

find a way to fill them, if not 
the drug war then the 
criminalization of dissent. 

So it is time to stop the 
building. New legislation 
is singling out acts of 
conscience as terrorist 
acts with special task 
forces, harassment, na­
tional databasing and 
mandatory minimums. 

it appear inside the prison 
walls, "dumping" waste 
on consumers without a 
choice. Vegans are served 
inferior meals void of nu­
tritional content, punished 
for their political beliefs. 
Riker's Island, the world's 
largest prison complex, was 

PRISON 'fBI~ JA)(;((~i\IJ (~ON(~JJJSION 
f)l~ 'l,HI~ f~J\TJJJZIU) S'l,i\'1,1~ 

It's time to take ac­
tion. A student-led 
campaign against 
Sodexho Marriot, the 
largest prison food 

built on top of a giant landfill, which still leaks fumes 
and fluids, endangering inmates and workers. The 
rampant drive to privatize prisons is taking its toll 
inside. Privatization ultimately means fewer services 
for prisoners. Private contracts means less public 
scrutiny. Prison owners rake in billions by cutting 
corners which harm prisoners. Substandard diets, 
extreme overcrowding and abuses by poorly trained 
personnel have all been documented and can be 
expected in these for profit institutions which are 
unabashedly about making money. 

When prison labor conditions are unhealthy or 
dangerous, prisoners have little recourse. No strikes. 
No union organizing. No unemployment insurance or 
workers' compensation. It's a corporate dream world. 

Probably the most devastating prison environ­
ment is often that reserved for political prisoners. 
The control unit is the ultimate in cruelty. No 

service provider in 
North America, has forced the company into a cor­
ner. The manufacturers and lobbyists who drive the 
increasingly privatized prison industrial complex are 
meeting in Philadelphia August 10-15. The Ameri­
can Correctional Association sets the standards for 
accreditation of prisons, dramatically effecting treat­
ment such as cutting the minimum cell size in half. 
This will be a giant trade show for electrified shields 
and fences, pepper spray and other "compliance" 
(read: torture) devices. 

Prison is the logical conclusion of the civilized state 
with its drive to domesticate, enclose and destroy all 
that is wild. Like any industry, the prison economy 
needs raw materials. In this case the raw materials are 
human beings. 

For more information, visit www .FarmsNOTJails.com, 
www. cri ticalresistance. org, www. prisonactivis t. org, 
www.nomoreprisons.org and www.360degrees.org. 
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Sitting in the canopy of this old­
growth forest on tree platforms that 
we created with our friends, we 
contemplate the beauty of the Earth, 
this place and the imminent threat 
of logging. We also reflect on the 
resilience and strength of the Fall 
Creek Tree Village. We have been 
here for more than three years trying 
to create an alternative to the 
patriarchal death culture. We'd rather 
the Fall Creek Timber Sale was 
canceled so we could take down the 
tree village and leave the red tree 
voles and flying squirrels in peace. 
But the forest service and Zip-0 
Lumber want their profits, they want 
"their" trees. 

The forest defense community has 
gone through tremendous changes. 
We've dealt with forest closures, law 
enforcement, cold weather, diarrhea 
and oppression within our campaign. 
Those of us who currently make up 
the Cascadia Forest Defenders 
collective want to provide some 
insight in dealing with problems that 
affect all campaigns. This inform­
ation is the collective experience of 
wimmin and men involved in the 
preservation of this campaign. 
Sometimes issues of sexism and 
power-tripping are ignored or 
excused, but left to fester these 
problems will inevitably divide 
people and weaken the group. When 
that happens, our ef-

wimmin visiting for short periods. 
Some men who lived at Fall Creek 
were abusers or supporters of abusers. 
They espoused sexist stereotypes, 
actions and words which had become 
ingrained in their minds (as we all 

Living the high life up in the old-growth 
douglas fir canopy. 

have, society puts them there). They 
refused to consider their sexist 
actions or even to begin working to 
address them. 

We all suffer from sexism, 

stick up for each other, defend each 
other's actions and deny that any 
type of abuse had occurred. 

Some people wanted to avoid the 
issue of sexism because they were 
afraid that the campaign would be 
hurt financially or strategically, since 
several of the men in the boy's club 
had vital skills and resources. People 
tend to be valued for the money they 
provide and the skills they possess. 
Traditionally, men hold these skills 
and share them with other men, thus 
perpetuating inequality. To prevent 
this chain of male dominance from 
happening in your campaign, it is 
important to emphasize sharing skills 
with wimmin and divide tasks 
between many individuals. We have 
found that it is not worth putting up 
with abusive people because when 
they are asked to leave, it can open 
up space for anti-oppressive people 
and funding can still be found. 

1:' Another reason why abusive men 
~ felt justified in their behavior is 
~ because they felt that an eco-direct 
" action campaign is not a place for 

feminist politics. Sound familiar? 
They were either "sick of hearing 
wimmin whine about sexism" or were 
self-righteous and denied that they 
had any sexist, racist, homophobic, 
classist, speciesist, ageist or ableist 
behaviors. It takes a lot of thought, 
open-mindedness and hard work to 

challenge our inher­
forts to save the forest 
and end patriarchy 
suffer. Most individuals 
would rather look the 
other way when it 
comes to dealing with 
problems. We chose to 
be responsible for our 
community and pur­
sued the difficult step 
of getting people who 
would not stop being 

Sometimes issues of se~m and power­
tripping are ignored or e~usec£ 6ut feft to 

fester tfiese pro6[ems wi[[ inevita6Eg divide 
peop[e and weaK!n tlie group. Wlien tliat 
happens, our efforts to save tlie forest and 

end patriarchy suffer. 

ited beliefs, the "isms" 
that dominate our lives. 

After putting up 
with sexist behavior 
for years, some felt 
totally dis em powered 
to do anything. We 
did not like the way 
things had been going 
and had no hope that 
it would change. We 
became pessimistic 
and depressed with abusive to leave. 

In january, it became apparent that 
several men were creating an unsafe 
environment for wimmin and were 
keeping others from fully partici­
pating. Fall Creek traditionally had 
many men involved on a long-term 
basis with only a small number of 
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externally and internally . A 
beginning step in deconstructing 
sexism is to :recognize the 
institutional role it plays by training 
men to be sexist in a patriarchal 
society. Some men created a "boy's 
club" within Fall Creek; they would 

the situation. Forest defenders from 
Eugene and Fall Creek started to have 
meetings about what to do. It was 
agreed upon that two men, because 
of the level of their abuse, were no 
longer welcome in the campaign and 
two others were given a chance to 



CAUTION 
MEN AT WORK 

Women work aH the thne-
men have to put up signs when they work. 

evaluate themselves and learn the 
importance of an anti-oppressive 
attitude before returning to the forest. 
All men were asked to participate in a 
"gender bender," where traditional 
gender roles in the campaign would be 
switched for a period of time. 

There were those who felt that people 
in town had no right to make decisions 
regarding people in the forest. We feel 
justified in the decisions that were made, 
as town and forest are part of the same 
campaign and support each other. Many 
people in the forest supported the 
changes too. We all have a responsibility 
to confront oppression wherever it may 
occur and to work for an atmosphere 
where every gender is included. 

No physical force was used to remove 
people from the forest. Each man was 
approached in a way we hoped would 
minimize defensiveness and help 
communication. One style was to have 
a representative of the larger group who 
was also a friend of the man to approach 
him one on one. We also tried a group 
approach with wimmin and men taking 
part. In either case, talking with people 
was not easy. A few people had a hard 
time with the idea of asking anyone to 
leave permanently. This led us to 
sugarcoat our words, compromising our 
group's decision. It was very frustrating 
to not be firm. We were met with 

much hostility and verbal abuse by 
the men who were asked to leave. 
This strengthened our confidence that 
our decisions would benefit the 
campaign and that we had not 
misjudged their characters. 

One man who needed to leave was in 
a treesit and refused to be replaced. 
After determining that he had enough 
food and water to survive, we cut off his 
ground support. He came down in a 
few days and the II gender bender" 
month began. 

This entailed having an all-wimmin 
occupation in the forest, teaching and 
learning practical skills about forest 
defense and wilderness survival. Many 
new wimmin came to Fall Creek with 
fresh energy, skills and resources. They 
also came with stories of intimidation 
and offense that had kept them from 
getting involved when it was 
predominantly male. During this 
wimmin-only forest time, supportive 
men were in town organizing funds, 
rides, food and the office. This let 
wimmin from town have the op­
portunity to go to the forest. 
Everyone's knowledge of forest 
defense was expanded. 

Fighting sexism should have equal 
importance as the fight for the forest. 
The oppression of wimmin parallels the 
oppression of Mother Earth and 11 non-

humyn" animals. There is no fighting 
for one without fighting for them all. 
We made a good choice by empowering 
ourselves to fight sexism and truly create 
what we want at Fall Creek-a safe space 
for challenging oppression where we 
have the opportunity to learn together 
and from the forest. 

The men whose abuse and denial of 
abuse inspired this action did not support 
the "gender bender" and chose to leave 
the campaign. Any loss of resources or 
skills that might have been felt from 
their absence was then met by people 
who are as dedicated to a community 
free of abuse and hierarchy as they are to 
forest defense. 

As the Journal goes to print, some of 
these individuals have resurfaced and 
are attempting to rejoin the campaign 
without dealing with the issues 
presented to them. We are upset by this 
behavior, but we have no regrets about 
the actions we've taken and the lessons 
we've learned. These deep-rooted 
problems will not go away easily. 

Making the situation much more 
intense, the Forest Service just an­
nounced that our tree village in the 
Clark Timber Sale is their number one 
priority for logging this summer. So 
now more than ever, we need dedicated 
people who are willing to come out and 
defend Mama Earth. 

~ ~r ttJtroy p-.,,,4-
'1<o; ~~ 

~~ ~ 
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~ •'' :-fit~ at.sams, not "f l 
For more information, contact Cascadia 

Forest Defenders at POB 11122, Eugene, 
Oregon 97401; (541) 684-8977; 
greencanopy@popmail.com. 

-A CoLLABORATIVE EFFORT BY 

WIMMIN AND MEN 
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P~snN(:Jf ~ wro MrNrsn:R~AL--- rN lPA-rAR 
BY }AMES BELL 

The WTO has announced it will 
hold its first post-Seattle ministerial 
on November 9-13. No one should be 
surprised that the WTO chose a loca­
tion "secure" from dissenters. If you 
want to physically disrupt the WTO, 
you will have to travel to the Persian 
Gulf oil kingdom of Qatar. 

The Seattle Times featured a letter 
announcing the WTO meeting date 
on January 26 with the headline 
"Starbucks in Qatar?" It ends with 
what seems like a "we got you" sort of 
attitude: "The flight time is 16 hours, 
via Amsterdam. Round-trip tick-
ets were quoted at $2,221. For 
those who wrecked downtown 
Seattle, enjoy!" 

It goes on to describe how 
Qatar plans to deal with orga­
nized protesters: "Qatar's ruler, 
Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, 
has been in power since 1995, when 
he overthrew his father." A most 
informative website, www.qatar­
info.com, advises, "Politics is basi­
cally a subject to avoid in Qatar." It 
adds, "A dim view is taken of any form 
of dissent." As for the standards of 
behavior, the website advises men to 
avoid "prancing around in tiny, tight 
sport vests and women to keep their 
knees covered at all times." No advice 
is given to the women who protested 
bare-breasted in Seattle. 

Visitors must have a visa to enter 
Qatar. In order to get a visa you must be 
personally invited by a Qatari resident 
or have a room in a Qatari hotel. There 
are, however, not enough hotel rooms 
for the WTO delegates. Qatar has of­
fered to house delegates on cruise ships. 

Should the anti-globalization com­
munity organize convoys of protest­
ers to go to Qatar? Yes and no. A 
different strategy is called for here. 
The WTO in picking Qatar as a loca­
tion is preparing to fight a battle it 
lost in Seattle. This is a classic failure 
of modern bureaucratic strategy, 
which is always best prepared to fight 
the last battle and not the one at hand. 

The WTO fails to understand anum­
ber of key factors in the postmodern 
protest world. The first is the "end of 
distance." In the age of global commu-
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nications (that WTO members helped 
to build no less), distance means noth­
ing to mass electronic crowds. The sec­
ond is the "end of privacy." The WTO's 
own membership describes what they 
are now calling the "naked economy," 
meaning a company is open to immediate 
global assault from just one disgruntled 
employee, protester or consumer. The 
third is the "end of secrecy." I'm sorry to 
inform the WTO that going into hiding 
in Qatar to have a meeting is like Ma­
donna trying to have a private 

wedding in Scotland. Media will be there 
and cover the dissent because that is the 
story. The mere scent of panic will have 
the media intent on reporting the "WTO 
evades protesters" story, even without 
protests in Qatar. 

One . interesting feature on the 
Internet is that it doesn't matter where 
your opponent is located, as the game 
takes place on the screen. In the case of 
the WTO vs. the forces of anti-global­
ization, the screen is the whole 
mediasphere, a virtual world composed 
of the web, cable TV, satellite, broad­
cast radio, newspapers, word of mouth, 
etc. Seattle introduced the players to 
the world, sort of like challenging one 
another to a fight in a global coliseum. 
It set the stage for the game. If the WTO 
had thought ahead and met in Qatar 
instead of Seattle back on November 
30, 1999, then the world wouldn't know 
the players. The actu'allocation of the 
WTO meeting is now a moot point 
because both sides are already engaged 
in the mediasphere, like the two play­
ers on a virtual game board. 

The underlying psychological rea-

son as to why the WTO would choose 
to meet in the rich oil lands of Qatar is 
because it is a symbol of the old indus­
trial economy, unlike Seattle-a pana­
cea to deal with this increasing level 
of abstraction in the world. Likewise, 
the defeat of the WTO in Seattle is 
also symbolic of the rejection of the 
old industrial rulership unable to 
control or even understand the rising 
new information economy (recent 
high-tech stock crashes highlight this 

confusion of the market). 
We must understand these new 

postmodern global dynamics 
and incorporate their ramifica­
tions into our strategies. For in­
stance, we know that delegates 
to the WTO will be meeting and 

staying on cruise ships. We might 
not be able to physically go to 

Qatar, but we can begin making 
cruise ships symbolic with pollu­

tion and environmental destruc-
tion. If we can stage image events 

and disseminate information into 
mainstream consciousness that turns 
the cruise ship into a symbol of in­
dustrial greed and environmental de­
struction, then we deal a large blow to 
the heads of industry choosing to 
meet and stay on such ships. 

We have the ability to define the 
parameters of a new era while the 
present one is tiring of holding itself 
together with an outmoded belief sys­
tems and worldviews. We are construct­
ing the cultural and philosophical 
frameworks of this new era through 
our social and environmental actions. 

The movements for social change 
are drawn into the same abstraction 
that causes the WTO to recoil. Some of 
us search for meaning in a thousand 
histories and ideologies resurrecting 
numerous signs and talismans to con­
front the power of the new" old" world 
order embodied in the WTO. 

What has shown to be effective is the 
many courageous individuals who have 
embraced the challenge of organizing 
globally beyond the barriers of ideology, 
language and distance-forming new dy­
namic structures and organizations. It is 
here that we catch a glimpse of this new 
era, and it is from here that we will hack 
out of the current neoliberal feedback 
loop and into a socially just future. 



A New Monopoly 
LARGE-SCALE, GLOBAL ANTI­

CAPITALISM PROTESTS PUTTING 
SMALLER, LOCAL, ANTI-CAPITALISM 

PROTESTS OuT oF 5usiNEss 

Calls have been made for multi­
national pro-anarchy pressure 
groups to be investigated for mo­
nopolistic practices after the Lon­
don Radical Left Movement for 
Socialist Revolution disbanded due 
to lack of interest. 

The group's spokesperson, leader, 
treasurer, secretary and only mem­
ber, Nigel Wilkinson, believes that 
global anarchy movements such as 
the ones responsible for the WTO 
riots in Seattle and the disturbances 
in London on May Day are to blame 
for forcing out smaller, independent 
operations like his. 

"These large American anti-capi­
talist movements have effectively 
taken over the militant scene in this 
country," he said from his small flat 
in Highgate. "There used to be lots 
of small, independent groups all 
with their own unique character. 
Now it's the same old anarchy all 
around the world." 

Wilkinson has seen his group's 
membership dwindle by almost 70 
percent in the last year from a peak 
of three members to just one-him­
self. "We used to stand outside 
shopping centers and try to sell 
Socialist Worker to students. Now 
its all balaclavas, spray paint and 

massive crowds of people. I dunno. 
The character of these protests has 
totally changed." 

However, Kyle Redmond, spokes­
person for WorldProtest, which has 
thousands of members in 20 countries 
and coordinates protests around the 
world, defended his organization's 
approach: "We give anarchists what 
they want. It is a supply and demand 
situation. We offer a basic menu of 
building defacement, vandalism of a 
McDonald's outlet and general loot­
ing, ending with a confrontation with 
the local police. All our research shows 
that this is what the average anarchist 
on the street wants." 
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BY ALLISON AND SHMUEL 0FANANSKY 

In the hills of the upper Galilee, wild boars root around 
in the wild garlic, griffin vultures with two-meter wing­
spans nest in cliff -caves among the fossils of" Galilee Man," 
one of those pre-sapien homos and gazelles race across 
rocky terraces of fig and olive trees. 

Five years ago we, a couple of Wild Rockies EF!ers who 
perhaps some of you haven't completely blocked out of 
your memories, relocated to northern Israel. We've set up 
a yurt in a squatter settlement at the head of Wadi Amud, 
a nature preserve watershed which flows down towards the 
Sea of Galilee. It's the lushest and most undeveloped area 
in this dry and crowded country. 

In the spring, flocks of storks, pelicans, hawks and a half 
dozen species of eagles pass over on their way from Africa to 
Europe. Wildflowers cover the hillsides in waves of color­
first a burst of red, paling to pink and purple, then fading to 
yellow and white before the brown of the long, dry summer 
takes over. In the fall, the birds come by again on their way 
back to Africa, and the hills are full of ripening fruit: 
pomegranates, grapes, figs, olives, lemons, almonds and 
carob. The first rains fall and, unlike most places we lived, 
the land starts to get green at the beginning of the winter. 

Most people are not familiar with this side of Israel: what 
the land looks like and what plants and animals live here. The 
images the media puts out to the rest of the world mostly 
concerns the political conflict. The fact is that through all the 
centuries of empires, crusades and wars, no matter who has 
been victorious, the non-human inhabitants and the land 
itself have always suffered. The ancient Romans cut down 
trees to build their siege machines. The modern Israeli army 
cuts down trees which snipers hide behind. Bears, wolves and 
leopards have been squeezed out by the ever-escalating baby­
race fueled by all sides' fears of being outnumbered. 
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We came' to Israel thinking that, as Jews, we have an 
especially deep connection and heavy responsibility to this 
particular piece of the planet. We found ourselves unwill­
ingly enmeshed in an escalating ethnic conflict. Our envi­
ronmental activism took a different form than what we'd 
been involved with in the Wild Rockies. Surrounded by war, 
we distanced ourselves from the ecowarrior image. Let us 
make one thing clear before we get bombarded with indig~ 
nant SFBs. This is not a condemnation of monkeywrenching 
or of any specific tactic, which every activist must weigh in 
every situation and choose the most appropriate. Our situ­
ation has forced us to re-examine not only tactics but also 
the attitudes we cop, the language we use to describe 
ourselves and the role models we choose. 

The basis of radical environmentalism is to subvert the 
dominant paradigm. In Israel, as in much of the world, part 
of the dominant paradigm is the assumption that the only 
way to accomplish anything is by force. This can be seen 
not only in terrorist attacks and bombing raids, but in 
neighborhoods being built and fields being planted as 
though they are military operations. It can be felt in daily 
interactions between people, the readiness to fight as a way 
to solve any difference of opinion, the unwillingness to 
cede even the smallest point. It reaches the absurdity of a 
peace poster urging everyone to join in "fighting the war 
against violence." In a part of the world where the first 
response to disagreement is to burn or blow something up, 
searching for different ways to convince people to change 
is; in itself, a radical step in the right direction. Wars wreck 
everything in their paths. 
; Confrontation can create short-sightedness and cloud 

dur ability to think beyond the battle to envision what 
kind of community will be created after the battle is over. 
There have been countless revolutions throughout history, 

continued on page 40 



Choosing Our Strategies, Our Tactics, Our Field of Battle 

FOIIo\IVing the 
Heart of the 
Eco\Narrior 
BY MICHAEL A. LEWIS The label "ecoterrorist group" fits 

rather loosely on this dispersed cadre 
As Western civilization blunders of dedicated environmental and biodi­

closer to the edge of societal collapse, versity activists who forsake public rec­
ecosystem failure and general cultural ognition for their acts of opposition 
ennui, a small and scattered cadre of and instead depend on the act itself to 
dedicatedenvironmentalactivistswork spread political and environmental 
to save what little is left of the wild. awareness. Although "spokespersons" 
Eschewing the path of armed insurrec- have stepped forward, to claim re­
tion and violent revolution, these foes sponsibility for these physical acts of 
ofcorporationsworkintheirhomebiore- opposition, none can claim status as 
gions to oppose and physically stop, representatives for any universal 
when necessary, activities destructive to "group" that guides the actions of 
the living Earth. adherents around the world. The 

Recentarticlesin o... c..r-ea.+u.re. +houSo..l'"\dS of +;"'? unavoidable re-
the mainstream j ~ sponse by the 
press have focused o "' world security in-
attention on prop--; •· ~ dustry is to at-
erty destruction at ·c ~. tempt to locate 
facilities related to ..o "'\ and neutralize the 
genetic modifica- ~ ~- "leaders" of any 
tion, urban sprawl " ~ opposition to the 
and animal experi- ~ • economic and po-
mentation. CBS f • litical status quo. 
has publicly iden- ' • Repeatedly at 
tifiedthe Earth Lib- ~ • anti-globalization 

earsatai~~grF0rounp~' (EthLaFt) (
0

- • protests, the im-
. mediate response 

has claimed re-·i by the constabu-
sponsibility for., • lary is to "round 
these acts and 4.1 b"v!">f.JoM '!P..J-~V!$3!v!+~"'J.. • up the usual sus­
stated that the FBI pects" and incar­
is attempting to infiltrate the ELF" and cerate them, at least until the fun and 
other ecoterrorist groups." games are over. While the intent is to 
' The mainstream press, security indus- remove the "leaders" from "planning" 
try and polite society in general fail to the protest activities, the security es­
recognize that the ELF, Animal Libera- tablishment has yet to understand that 
tion Front and the original Earth First! there are no leaders; planning is by 
are not "groups" in the sense of a recog- consensus and grassroots organization. 
nized gathering of members with offic- The people they have captured are 
ers, leaders or even facilitators. There are merely the most visible participants, 
no meetings in boardrooms or high rise who ironically serve as the most effec­
officebuildingsplotting"theoverthrow tive martyrs and "poster children" for 
of the government by force and the opposition cause. 
violence." No four color newsletters, In the face of centralized oppression, 
membershipcardsorfreegummed,self- a decentralized, non-hierarchical op­
return labels with pictures of cute ani· position is the most effective response. 
mals in living color. continued on page 41 
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Editors' note: the following critique applies equally well to the 
ecology movement in North America as it does to anti-capitalism 
in Britain. 

The activist is a specialist or an expert in social change. To 
think of yourself as being an activist means to think of 
yourself as being somehow privileged or more advanced than 
others in your appreciation of the need for social change, in 
the knowledge of how to achieve it and as leading or being in 
the forefront of the practical struggle to create this change. 

Activism, like all expert roles, has its basis in the division of 
labor-it is a specialized separate task. The division of labor is 
one of the foundations of our civilization, the fundamental 
division being that between mental and manual labor. For 
example, the division of labor operates in medicine or 
education where knowledge becomes the specialized pro­
perty of doctors and 

doing anything to change their lives and so feels a responsi­
bility to do it on their behalf. Defining ourselves as activists 
means defining our actions as the ones which will bring about 
social change, thus disregarding the activity of thousands of 
other non-activists. 

Form and Content 
The tension between the form of "activism" in which our 

political activity appears and its increasingly radical content 
has only been growing. The political progress that has beep 
made in the activist scene has resulted in a situation where 
many people have moved beyond single issue campaigns 
against specific companies or developments to a rather ill­
defined, yet nonetheless promising, anti-capitalist perspective. 
Although the content of the campaigning activity has altered, 
the form of activism has not. Instead of taking on Monsanto 
and occupying its headquarters, we have now seen beyond 
the single facet of capital represented by Monsanto and so 
develop a "campaign" against capitalism. 

Our methods of operating are still the same as if we were 
taking on a specific corporation or development, despite the 
fact that capitalism is not at all the same sort of thing. 
Activism can successfully accomplish bringing down a 
business, yet to bring down capitalism a lot more will be 
required than to simply extend this sort of activity to every 
business in every sector. With the targeting of butcher shops 
by animal rights activists, the net result is probably only to aid 
the supermarkets by closing down all the small butcher 
shops, thereby assisting the process of competition and the 
"natUral selection" of the marketplace. Thus activists often 
succeed in destroying one small business while strength­
ening capital overall. 

A similar thing applies with anti-roads activism. Wide­
spread anti-roads protests have created opportunities for a 
whole new sector of capitalism-security, surveillance, 
tunnellers, climbers, experts and consultants. We are now 
one "market risk" among others to be taken into account 
when bidding for a road contract. We may have actually 
assisted the rule of market forces, by forcing out the companies 
that are weakest and least able to cope. Protest-bashing 
consultant Amanda Webster says, "The advent of the protest 
movement will actually provide market advantages to those 
contractors who can handle it effectively." Again activism 

teachers-experts that 
we rely on to do these 
things for us. Experts 
jealously guard and 
mystify the skills they 

Widespread anti .. roads protests have: created opportunities £or a whole aew sc.eto_.r of 
cap1talism-security~ surveillant~ tuttndlets~ climb~ experts and consultan~ 

have. This keeps people separated and disempowered. 
A division of labor implies that one person takes on a role 

on behalf of many others who relinquish this responsibility. 
A separation of tasks means that other people will grow your 
food, make your clothes and supply your electricity while you 
get on with achieving social change. The activist, being an 
expert in social change, assumes that other people aren't 
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<;an bring down a business or stop a road but capitalism carries 
merrily on, if anything stronger than btfore. 
· These things are surely an indication that tackling 
tapitalism will require not only a quantitative change but 
.a qualitative one-we need to discover a more effective 
form of operating. It seems we lack the knowledge of what 
it might actually require to bring down capitalism. 



Roles 
The role of the "activist" is a role we adopt just like that of policeman, parent 

or priest-a strange psychological form we use to define ourselves and our 
relation to others. The "activist" is a specialist in social change-yet the harder 
we cling to this role and notion of what we are, the more we actually impede 
the change we desire. A real revolution will involve breaking out of all 
preconceived roles and the reclaiming of our lives. Seizing control of our own 
destinies which is the act of revolution will involve the creation of new selves 
and new forms of interaction and community. "Experts" in anything can only 
hinder this. 

The role of the activist is just one of these roles, and therein, despite all the 
revolutionary rhetoric that goes with the role, lies its ultimate conservatism. 
The supposedly revolutionary activity of the activist is a ·dull and sterile 
routine_:_a constant repetition of a few actions with no potential for change. 
Activists would probably resist change if it came because it would disrupt the 
easy certainties of their role and the nice little niche they've carved out for 
themselves. Like union bosses, activists are eternal representatives and mediators. 
In the same way that union leaders would be against their workers actually 
succeeding in their struggle because this would put them out of a job, the role 
of the activist is threatened by change. Indeed revolution, or even any real 
moves in that direction, would profoundly upset activists by depriving them 
of their role. · 

It is easy to fall into playing the activist role because it fits into this society 
and doesn't challenge it-activism is an accepted form of dissent. Even if as 
activists we are doing things which are not accepted and are illegal, the form 
of activism itself is like a job. It has a certain attraction precisely because it is 
not revolutionary. · 

We Don't Need Any More Martyrs 
The key to understanding the role of the activist is self-sacrifice-the 

sacrifice of the self to "the cause" which is seen as being separate from the self. 
Revolutionary martyrdom goes together with the identification of some 
cause separate from one's own life-an action against capitalism which 
identifies capitalism as "out there" in the City is fundamentally mistaken. 
The real power of capital is right here in our everyday lives. We re-create its 
power every day because capital is not a thing but a social relation between 
people (and hence classes) mediated by things. 

The role of the activist creates a separation between ends and means: Self­
sacrifice means creating a division between revolution as love and joy in the 
future but duty and routine now. The worldview of activism is dominated by 
guilt and duty because the activist is not fighting for one's self but for a 
separate cause. 

continued on page 42 
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BY DAVID ORTON 

This essay is an examination of the 
inter-relation of anarchism and 
ecocentrism. It was precipitated in part 
by reading "Ecocentric Anarchy" by 
Daktari in the 20th anniversary edition 
of the Earth First! Journal. The article by 
Daktari concluded by stating, "For all 
the internal stress it can bring, eco­
anarchy is EF!'s greatest 
strength and the best hope 
for a future ecotopian 
society." I felt this 
article, marking 20 
years of EF!, was 
laying out an ' 
apparently un­
contested philo­
sophical future, 
previously repre­
sented in more ' 
fragmentary 
form in past ar­
ticles. But rather 
than taking this for 
granted, the funda ­
mental question to address 
is whether or not anti-industrial ac­
tivists who try to follow deep ecology 
can or should also be raising the anar­
chist banner? 

To call for activists and for the pub­
lic, to rally to the black flag of anarchy, 
and not to the deep green or some 
other flag, is a major ecological, 
political, economic and social state­
ment. It is not something to be 
undertaken lightly. After all, we are 
saying that this is the way forward for 
all of us, against Earth destruction and 
for a socially just society. 

Activists sympathetic to anarchism 
associate this perspective with ideas 
like the personal freedom to live your 
own life; direct action; support for 
the good but not the comfortable life; 
hostility to the state and to taking 
part in the electoral process; hostility 
to large centralized organizations; 
mutual aid and free cooperation 
through voluntary communal 
organizations; social reforms before 
political reforms; decentralization and 
some form of bioregional confed­
eration controlled by and accountable 
to a citizen base; hostility to 
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"property" and support, for distri­
bution of wealth according to need; a 
belief that humans are social and tend 
naturally towards "goodness" and 
that governments negate this; 
support for the organizational 
principle that "nothing should be 
done at a higher level than can be 
done at a lower level." 

However attractive, these are all so­
cial, not ecological, ideas and 

belief in them illustrates 
criticism of the social 

dysfunctionality of 
industrial capitalist 

society and con­
temporarycivili­
zation. How 
humans interact 
with the Earth 
is both a social 
and an ecologi­
cal qu·estion. 
Those with an 

eco-logical under­
standing see that this 

same dysfunctional so-
ciety has led most humans 

from being part of Nature, as in animis­
tic societies, to the belief of many that 
our species is no longer part of it. 

Deep ecology provides us with a 
non-human-centered philosophical 
relationship to the natural world. This 
is an interdependence of humans with 
other life forms, on a basis of equality, 
with all of Nature-humans are not 
set apart from Nature. According to 
deep ecology, the further people are 
removed from Nature, the more that 
humans value themselves, the more 
Nature is devalued and tre~ted as 
nothing but a commodity. Deep 
ecology says that through a 
fundamental revolution in con­
sciousness, we can change existing 
human relationships of attempted 
dominance over the natural 
environment. This is deep ecology's 
profound and unique contribution to 
our time, but the most appropriate 
social, political, cultural and 
economic relatioqships for such a 
world are yet to be determined. 

While the reality of a deteriorating 
ecology will ultimately force all of us 
to accept an Earth-centered value 

structure, is a belief in anarchism 
part of the way forward? Is the black 
flag the future? The answer given to 
these questions will steer activists 
towards certain political priorities, 
such as attempting to use or boycott 
the state. A public discussion on 
this question is needed within the 
radical environmental, green and 
alternative movements. 

Many activists, both in the radical 
environmental and in the social 
justice and anti-globalization 
movements, now seem to declare 
themselves to be anarchists. Social 
ecology also raises the anarchist 
banner, even though in the mid­
eighties its founder Murray Bookchin 
(and also George Bradford of the 
anarchist newspaper Fifth Estate), 
bitterly attacked deep ecology, which 
most Earth First!ers support. 
Bookchin, despite his important 
theoretical contributions, has 
become a symbol of intolerance. 
More recent published writings of 
Bradford seem to indicate some 
rapprochement with deep ecology. 

Anarchism today has a new social 
base. Historically, it appealed to peas­
ants and workers, but today 
anarchism's main appeal seems to be 
to educated, ecologically and socially 
aware (and alienated) young people 
in industrialized countries. Today's 
anarchists are in the new social move­
ments, not the labor movement. 

continued on page 44 



From Riots To Sabotage 
In the wake of Seattle, Prague and Quebec City, resistance is taking a refreshing 

and much needed direction. The anti-globalization movement has helped to 
encourage people to make connections between issues and to look deeper at the 
causes of ecocide, genocide and social inequity. It is becoming clear that fundamental 
changes are necessary and that those changes will not come through reformist 
means. More than ever, direct action is a vital part of the struggle. 

As more people have come to recognize this, they have banded together to turn 
their beliefs into action. Monotonous symbolic protests with banners and chanting 
have given way to active resistance-smashing the symbols of corporate power, 
fighting street battles with the arnJ.ies of the elite and disappearing into the 
mayhem of mass demonstrations. Frustrated with the failure of traditional 
protests, the black bloc expresses an anger and urgency suitable for our current 
state of global annihilation. It is an uprising that cannot be ignored. 

The mass demonstrations that create good rioting conditions only happen once 
a year and far from your home-don't let that limit you. The exhilaration of 
breaking corporate windows can be had in your hometown. That passion can also 
be felt by sabotaging equipment, pulling genetically engineered crops, liberating 
animals or torching corporate headquarters. These actions take much planning 
but can be extremely effective with a small number of people. Use mass protests 
to find like-minded folks and practice working together. When the convergence 
is over, form an underground cell in your area, research potential targets, learn 
about appropriate tactics 
and strike. 

You don't have to wait 
for a big event to 
experience the joys of 
monkeywrenching the 
societal machine. Covert 
direct action can strike 
anywhere at anytime. 
Utilizing the element of 
surprise, a handful of 
people can cause hun­
dreds of thousands of 
dollars in damage to Earth­
destroying institutions. 

Overt and covert direct Young, gifted and masked up: Wild Rockies EF! in action. 

action compliment each other. Outspoken support of sabotage is essential. It 
provides a voice to those who work in the shadows and encourages others to act. 
Think strategically about what role you can best fill. If you are able to engage in 
covert direct action, do it. If you truly cannot participate in it yourself, be a strong 
advocate and supporter of the underground. 

It seems to be a common progression that when people start getting excited 
about radical direct action, they are very vocal and visible about it. Although this 
.Qlay be an integral part of the process, it is probably safer to skip this phase and just 
act on your desires. Rather than becoming known as a purveyor of militant ideas, 
sitting around talking about monkeywrenching, writing 'zines about industrial 
collapse or making patches that say "Burn the Rich," go out and just do it. 

It isn't as hard as you may think. Gather a few trustworthy friends. Read 
Ecodefense, The Nighttime Gardener: A Guide for the Shy Gardener in North Amerika, 
and The Final Nail. Start small. Remember that the police will look closely at the 
first in a series of actions because activists get better at covering their tracks with 
time-good security is crucial from the beginning. Study the security chapter in 
Ecodefense. Take time to select a good target and plan the action thoroughly. 
Numerous people have been arrested recently because of insufficient preparation 
or poor security. At the same time, don't be paralyzed by paranoia either-a little 
thought goes a long way in keeping out of jail. 

We need a culture of resistance, butthe resistance is not just a subculture. You 
can fightthe industrial machine. Now is the time to act. 
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GLoBAL ANn-GE DIREcr AcnoN 
''ROUNDUP'' 

Belgium 
Not one, not two ... but three in a 

row! The number of uprooted PGS­
Aventis oilseed rape experimental 
fields in Belgium during the last 
week of May eventually amounted 
to three. "This action is to be seen 
as a trial to strike a blow to the 
current genetically modified organ­
isms (GMO) invasion creeping from 
our fields to the daily food," said 
unknown gardeners after the first 
test was decontaminated. 

Britain 
The first votes on the election day 

of the prime minister were cast not 
in a ballot box, but in a field of 
genetically modified (GM) oilseed 
rape. In the early hours campaigners 
cut an "X"-shaped swathe through 
the controversial GM crop growing 
at Munlochy on the Black Isle, 
Inverness. All around the country 
GM crops continue to be mysteri­
ously trashed. · Six out of 13 oilseed 
rape trials have been destroyed by 
nighttime pixies and mother nature 
destroyed another two. The remain­
ing five sites may not provide enough 
data for the pharmaceutical giant 
Aventis to introduce the crop as a 
commercial variety. 

GM maize was proven to be un­
able to withstand spraying by cham­
pagne when seven jubilant GM crop 
pullers celebrated their court vic­
tory on June 12. This was the first 
victory for GM crop pullers in a 
magistrate court. The seven defen­
dants held a press conference at a 
GM farmscale trial site to signal that 
there is more GM c~op decontami­
nation work to be done and the 
resistance continues. Their support­
ers confirmed this message by im­
mediately rolling up their sleeves 
and literally pulling up the GM 
maize plants. The police interviews 
indicate tha.t all seven of the defen­
dants had claimed responsibility for 
destroying GM maize, and most said 
they were acting to prevent GM pol­
lution in the public interest. 
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France 
Demonstrators staged protests in 

several parts of France on April 17 as 
part of a worldwide day of action to 
demand a halt to the cultivation of 
GM crops. Protesters gathered outside 
the premises of the country's gene 
research program, Genoplante, in Evry, 
northern France, while activists 
stormed an experimental farm in 
Aveyron ln the southeast. 

Local authorities in the southeast­
ern town of Cabeuil ordered a ban on 
all planting of GMOs starting in 2002 
and further demonstrations were held 
in Marseilles and nearby towns. 

The protests were part of a world­
wide campaign launched by Via 
Campesina, a global network of farm­
ing, environmental and other organi­
zations. In early June, a Montpellier 
court gave confederation activist Jose 
Bove a 10-month suspended sentence 
and put him on two years' probation 
for destroying 3,000 GM rice plants at 
a research institute in June 1999. 

Indonesia 
Forty tons of GM Bollgard cotton 

seed arrived at the' Makassar airport 
from South Africa in early April amid 
strong protests from farmers and envi­
ronmentalists. The cotton seed, be-

longing to Monsanto, was distributed 
under military armed guard to seven 
agricultural regencies throughout the 
country. A crowd of activists, waving 
banners reading "Reject Genetically 
Modified Cotton in South Sulawesi" 
tried to intercept the convoy of trucks 
carrying the cotton seeds, which con­
tain Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt), and to 
block them from leaving the airport. 

Italy 
In early April, arsonists attacked a 

Monsanto grains tore in northern Italy 
a week after authorities seized seeds 
suspected of containing banned ge­
netically modified material. Aside 
from cutting open and setting fire to 
bags of soybean and corn seeds, the 
activists also left the following graf­
fiti on the walls: "No GM" and 
"Monsanto killers." 

The week before, Italian police 
seized 112 tonnes of Monsanto maize 
at the Lodi warehouse which authori­
ties suspected contained banned GM 
material. Police also seized some 300 
tonnes of soybean seeds suspected of 
containing GM material which 
Monsanto had already distributed to 
retailers. The use of GM seeds in open 
fields is forbidden by law in Italy due 
to concern of the possible health and 
environmental impacts. 

Netherlands 
On the night of June 25, activists 

calling themselves "Razende Hazen" 
(Enraged Hares) sabotaged the 
country's only two field tests of 
G E sugar beets. Targeting plots of 
Monsanto's Roundup Ready 
frankencrops, "We removed the 
green of the plants, making the 
test uncompletable," reported a 
communique. "The purpose of this 
action is to directly stop the spread­
ing of genetically modified organ­
isms in our environment and food." 

New Zealand 
In early April, the Shadow Ministry 

for the Environment carried out a 
molotov cocktail attack at the 



AgResearch Ruakura Research Cen­
tre. The attack burnt 20 meters of 
pampas grass along a fenceline at the 
center. A shed was reportedly sprayed 
with graffiti which read: "No GE. Stop 
the tests." Two molotov cocktails were 
found nearby. 

A man interviewed by the Waikato 
Times claimed to know those respon­
sible for the attack. The group planned 
further actions against the AgResearch 
site, awaiting the outcome of a High 
Court appeal of an application by 
AgResearch to carry out field tests of 
transgenic cattle, he said. 

United States 
The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) has 

claimed responsibility for ·sabotaging 
the University of Idaho biotechnol­
ogy building in opposition to genetic 
engineering on June 10. This is the 
second strike by the ELF at the new 
biotech building. Survey stakes were 
removed and the exterior of the build­
ing painted with such sentiments as 
"NO GE" and "Go Organic." A 
communique stated that, "Biotechno­
logical research may be intended for 
good ends by the scientist, as was 
nuclear research, but in our free enter­
prise police state society it will be used 
almost solely for greed and control. 
With genetic engineering we are creat­
ing another bomb." 

On June 10, anti-biotech activists 
destroyed thousands of Roundup 
Ready peas at a Seminis research cen­
ter in Idaho. According to the 
communique, "A bunch of us around 
here doing farming and trucking crops 
decided to find out anything we could 
about Seminis. The information we 
got made us take things into our own 

hands and go out into 
their field one night and 
rip out their pea plants. 
These peas weren't nor­
mal. They had their 
genes changed to make 
the plants stay alive 
when sprayed with 
glyphosate herbicide. 
That's like the brand 
Roundup for people who 
don't know." 

On June 25,. two activ­
ists barricaded them­
selves in the offices of a 
Novartis distribution 
center in St. Louis Park, 

Minnesota, to protest Novartis' relation­
ship with Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS).Activistsgathered at a Novartis 
location in St. Louis Park to protest 
that corporation's involvement in 
xenotransplantation and biotechnol­
ogy. The action was held in solidarity 
with the protests in San Diego, Califor­
nia, opposing biotechnology and the 
protests in Barcelona, Spain, against the 
World Bank-a meeting which was can­
celed due to fear of protests. 

At approximately 8:15a.m., six people 
converged on the building. Two climbed 
the roof and dropped a banner over the 
Novartis sign reading, "Novartis/HLS 
destroying Mother Nature and her in­
habitants one experiment at a time." 
Four people entered the building and 
two locked down in an office. By 10:00 
a.m., the St. Louis Park Police had ar­
rested the two individuals locked in the 
office. Captain Ron Walker explained 
that the police had broken the door 
down at the request ofNoviutis. The two 
individuals inside had barricaded the 
door with filing cabinets and desks. 

A congressionally mandated report 
released in mid-June by the USDA 
Agricultural Research Service and US 
Forest Service, "Criminal Acts Target­
ing USDA Research Facilities," found 
that "criminal acts targeting research 
laboratories have interrupted some cut­
ting-edge research, contributed to fund­
ing shortfalls, destroyed laboratory 
equipment, damaged facilities and ad­
versely impacted the lives of the af­
fected research sdentists and other staff." 

The report said that protest activity 
including destructive civil disobedi­
ence and other criminal acts "has been 
a constant" for the Forest Service in 
the past five years. 
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TucsoN LuxuRY HoMES ToRCHED 
BY DAVY 11THE DUCK" DIAMOND 

On June 12, more than 60 firefighters responded to 
several 911 calls from Pima Canyon Estates,, a luxury 
gated community on the edge of the Coronado Na­
tional Forest just north of Tucson, Arizona. As firefighters 
extinguished one fire, 
they noticed three other 
"trophy" homes ablaze. 
Fire fighters believe the 
third and fourth fires 
were being set while they 
were fighting the first 
and second. In all, four 
luxury homes were burnt 
causing an estimated $2 
million in damages. Be­
ginning in 1998, nearby 
Phoenix has seen a string 
of more than 11 luxury 
homes torched-total 
damages there have 
topped $5 million. 

Pima Canyon Estates 
sits in the once pristine Pima Canyon, which until 
recently was one of the last undeveloped areas surround­
ing Tucson. Pima Canyon was the home of countless 
deer, coyotes, mountain lions, javelina and bobcats, but 
now it is the hotspot for trophy homes belonging to the 
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upper class gentry. The letters "CSP" were left spray­
painted on one of the four luxury homes. These same 
initials have appeared in the fires in Phoenix, and police 
there claim it stands for Coalition to Save the Preserves. 
Tucson police prefer the safer route, "We have no sus­
pects, no leads and no motives." 

The local media has 
filled its pages with sen­
sational articles about 
the imminent threat of 
eco-terrorism, and how 
it seems to be the re­
cent relocation of the 
Earth First! Journal to 
Tucson that has 
brought this blight on 
a once happy and safe 
community. Local 
environmentalists 
have nearly tripped 
over themselves for 
their chance to de­
nounce the arsons. 
Never once mention­

ing the cancer of urban sprawl, a majority of the 
activists interviewed have focused on preserving 
their respectability and on their shock that some­
one might torch a luxury home to defend the Earth. 

Pima Canyon Estates has been sold as an ecologi-



cally sensitive development. However, a Univer­
sity of Arizona biologist suggests that one large 
house per acre is a barrier to wildlife and large 
mammals cannot coexist with such a project. The 
developer's idea of ecological sensitivity is to 
restrict housing height to avoid obstructing the 
view and to allow houses to be painted only in 
desert hues. 

With the Tucson population expected to double 
in the next two decades and to grow at a rate of 
seven square miles a year, one would think that 
local environmentalists would use every chance 
they can to raise public awareness. Environmen­
talists need to demand that the cancerous growth 
of American cities stop. We are running out of 
space and resources. No matter how much money 
is lost by developers · regardless of the cause, it 
will never compare to the destruction of the 
natural world by development. 
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~eatz ,Ned ,/!,udd 
Dear Ned, 

All my life I've wanted to 
experience the joy of massive 
blackouts; you know-anony­
mous sex, partying in stalled 

~ 
elevators, looting malls-but ~ 
we're just sitting here with the · ·~ 

~~~t~~~ ~~~eit;~~~: ~~~t:~ .·· ·.. ' .-~·· ·)· .. \ .. · .·· '.·.··· .. · .. but we're helping to keep Cali- · · · • \\ 
fornia from blackout fun as .· ~ 
well. What can we do? ..... ._ ..... 

Please advise, 
-THE CASCADIAN ILLUMINATI 

Dear Cascadian Illuminati, 
I've been tipped by a 

climbin' buddy about ways of 
launching line long distance, 
and I think herein lies the 
answer to your dark desires. 
First, take an old tennis ball 
and cut a hole large enough 
to pour plaster-of-paris 
through. OK, now fill the ball 
with p of p and stick an eye­
screw into the plaster. Let it 
set. You should have a hard, heavy 
tennis ball that you can tie a line to. 
Next, acquire a few hundred feet of 
fairly fine steel cable and put it on 
some kind of spool such as a fly reel. 

Now you need a delivery system. 
Aerosol spud-guns are cool and a 
multitude of designs and propellant 
analysis are on the Internet. These 
are basic PVC bazookas, powered by 
igniting a short charge of hairspray 
(or some other aerosol), usually used 
to launch apples and potatoes. An­
other answer is the line-launching 
slingshot-a slingshot with long 
tubes, attached to a pole for long 
draws. You can buy these out of an 
arborist supply catalog or make one 
yourself. With an eight-foot pole, 
it can launch your line 200 feet 
vertically and more than 300 feet 
distance-wise. 

So pick a secluded stretch of seri­
ous powerline, relay station or 
other likely target. Plant your reel 
in front of you in the ground (Ben 
Franklin's dead-whoever holds 
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this reel will be too, and laughed at 
as well), place ball in delivery sys­
tem, launch and leave. The cable 
will arch over the lines or the sub 
station, drop and pass current vio­
lently until the electricity burns 
through the cable, shorting out the 
whole mess, bringing the darkness 
you desire and probably forcing 
those pesky Californians to dry 
their clothes on a clothesline. 
Hmm, last I looked, there was a sche­
matic of the Northwest power grid on 
the "Republic of Cascadia" website, 
zapatopi.net/ cascadia.html, in case you 
run out of ideas about where to work 
(use an anonymous browser, duh!) . 

Have fun and stay safe, 
-NED 

Dear Ned, 
I've read the Bible (Ecodefense, that 

is) from cover to cover, but I'm look­
ing for more detailed sabotage tech­
niques and some new ideas. Can you 
point me in some useful direction? 

-THE WouLD-BE SABBER 

Dear Will-Be Sabber, 
I'm glad you wrote to 

me, because I just came 
across a wonderful publi­
cation that I want to share. 
It's called the Ozymandias 
Sabotage Handbook, and 

you can check it out on the Internet, 
burn.ucsd . edu/-unalucha/ 
sabotagel.htm. Geez, this better be 
the last website I endorse for a while! 
Anyway, this guide covers a lot of 
ground that Ecodefense does not. 

May the force be with you! 
-NED 

Ned Seyz: 
Whoever stands around while us­

ing a valve-stem core remover (see 
EF!J May-June 2001) is the activist 
equivalent of a slow deer. The escap­
ing air makes an attention-grabbing 
shriek, and you lose five seconds of 
fleeing time twisting the little bug­
ger out. Much faster is to grab the 
valve stem with a decent pair of vice­
grips, give a good twist and the valve 
stem pops out of the rim. Instant 
deflation, instant egress. If you want 
the subtle, slow leak, take a razor and 
slit the valve stem where it fits in the 
rim. Or even better, punch.a scratch 
awl into the tire's sidewall. That 
sucker is going nowhere! 



Wild Rockies Earth. First! 

Wild Rockies Earth First! was reborn out of the Cove/Mallard Coalition and 
the activists who spent years defending that vital biological corridor. WREF! 
will bring the same grim determination to the issues we face in our bioregion 
now. Knowing that we must utilize all the tools in our box to defend a vast 
region with a low number of people and even lower number of activists. We 
will utilize monitoring and public education to try and stop projects before 
they start. But when it comes down to the felling of trees, pollution, corpo­
rate domination, mining, energy developement, and road building, we will 
be in the way. We invite you to come check out our bioregion. It is a unique 
place of raging rivers, miles of unbroken canopy, and home to every species 
that has ever existed here over the last millennium. It is one place where you 
can still walk 300 miles and not cross a single road. 



A legacy of direct action to defend the largest eco­
svstem in the lower 48 states .. 

Long ago, or long to some, there was a 
group called the Ancient Forest Bus Brigade, an­
other called Wild Rockies Earth First!, and another 
called Seeds of Peace. The first two groups came 
together in then a little known spot in Idaho called 
Cove/Mallard in 1992. That year for the first time 
ever people dared to get arrested in Idaho. The 
locals were amused 
and the residents of 
Dixie brought the 
activists pies. The 
next year brought 
Seeds of Peace and a 
whole lot of activ­
ists. The residents of 
Dixie were down 
right unfriendly and 
openly hostile. 
Highland Enterprises 
filed a SLAPP suit 
against a lot of 
people and a whole 
bunch of folks were 
arrested. In 1994 
there was an injunc­
tion against the "two 
timber sales too terrible to ignore". After the water­
shed year of 1993, when lots of people came to 
Idaho, it came down to a desperate band of activists. 
In 1996 the Jack road was blockaded for 41 days 
and during the RRR somehow much of that road got 
destroyed. In 1997 the Jack Road was blockaded for 
a total of 71 days. During those years three out of 
nine sales were roaded and logged. The next year 
the roadless moratorium was put into effect and the 
forest supervisor declared that the agency was not 
going forward with the other 6 timber sales. 

In 1998 the coalition chose to defend the 
Wing-Twenty Mile roadless area just north of the 
Gospel Hump Wilderness Area. The two sales, 
Otter-Wing and Mackey Day, are exempt from 
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the roadless rule because they were and still are 
Ul).der contract. That year a crazy band of be­
tween five and fourteen people set up five differ­
ent tree villages, managed to all get arrested, and 
stopped Highland Enterprise from finishing 2.3 
miles of road. They also endured an attack by 
employees of Highland Enterprises and Shearer 

Lumber Products. The 
tree sit support camp and 
many of the activist's 
belongings were de­
stroyed. This is now the 
subject of a 3 year law 
suit against the company 
and the cops (who did 
nothing about the attack, 
threw away evidence and 
appear to have known it 
was coming.) In 1999 
the final stretch of road 
for Otter-Wing was 
completed and more 
people were arrested. In 
2000 the same thing 
happened but the jail 
time (around five days in 

1995) had jumped up to 45-60 days. The forest 
service cops have said that activists have rou­
tinely cost the federal government at least six 
figures a campaign season. Many people have 
come and gone and hundreds have been arrested. 
But from year to year the campaign to protect 
this huge area stumbles along and proceeds, no 
matter how few people we have. The wild woods 
of the Rockies draw you in and inspire the pas­
sion and courage to do activism in one of the 
most hostile parts of the country. Wild Rockies 
Earth First! continues that legacy and dedication 

· with ourSummer/Fall direct action tour. We will 
stand with those who came before and say "no 

i more" to the corporations. 



1 Threats to the Wild Rockies 

Mining 
Because of the wonderful 1872 Mining Law 
pristine wildlands in our region our up for grabs 
by low bagging mining corporations. One of the 
worst current threats is posed by Sterling Mining 
Corporation. These people want to set up a mine 
that will tunnel under the Cabinet Wilderness Area 
in northwest Montana near the town of Noxon. 
The Forest Service is set to give 
this company to mine silver and 
copper for the next 30 years. The 
complex would be located on 
Rock Creek and could polluted 
the Clark Fork River and Lake 
Pend Oreille. The area is home to 
Grizzly Bears and has critical 
spawning habitat for Bull Trout. 
Wild Rockies EF! will be spend­
ing a month in the area and 
should the mine get a permit we 
will be in the way. 

Corporations who don't 
care! 

The Northern Rockies is home 
to some of the worst multinational corporations 
in the world. We have the distinction of being the 
home of Boise-Cascade, Plum Creek, Potlach, 
and Smurfit Stone-Container. These entities run 
rampant, trashing the land, closing mills, pollut­
ing our air and water. Boise-Cascade is one of 
largest resource extraction corporations in the 
world. They are logging in Canada, Chile, and 
Mexico to name just a few places. Boise-Cascade 
is also a lead plaintiff in the case to overturn the 
roadless policy. They violate workers rights and 
pollute on a global scale. WREF! will do direct 
action to bring these corporation to account for 
their crimes. 

Ecosystem Restoration and Fire 
Recovery 

These are the new words that the Forest Service has 
come up with to justify a massive increase in log­
ging on all the lands of the Bioregion. New and 
massive sales are popping up live mushrooms on 
every single forest. Almost all of the sales proposed 
thus far included logging in roadless areas. The 

Bitterroot National Forest is just 
proposing the worst of the sales. They 
intend to log on 73,000 acres and send 
280 million board feet of timber to 
mills all over the place. WREF is 
working with a number of other 
groups in opposing this bondogle. The 
. proposels are still in the Draft 
Evironmental Impact Stage. However, 
we expect that direct action will be 
needed before the year is done. 

Bush's love of Oil Corps 
The new adminstrations policy on 
energy is one of the worst threats to 
this bioregion. Oil and gas leases in 
Wyoming and Montana represent a 

major chanallage to the area. The government is 
renewing old plans to allow drilling on the Rocky 
Mountain Front and in the Tetons. The Front repre­
sent some of our last pri~tine watersheds and is 
critical habitat for Grizzlys. The new policy has a 
vision of lots and lots of public land drilling and not 
just in the Artie National Wildlife Refuge. 

The End of the Roadless Rule 
Federal Judge Edward Lodge issued a tempory 
injunction halt implementation of the roadless rule. 
Many of the National Forests of our area had sales 
in roadless lands before the mortorium. All these 
could come back to haunt us including the Cove/ 
Mallard Timber Sales. 
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Threats to the Northern Rockies Ecosystem 
Idaho: 
Otter-Wing & Mackey Day Timber 
Sales: 
*qualifies for the roadless rule in 
every way except it was under 
logging contract at the time. 
*part of 52,000 acre Wing­
Twentymile mostly roadless area on 
the northern border of the Gospel 
Hump Wilderness 
*includes logging 20 million board 
feet of timber off 1,000 acres. 
*units are almost all old growth 
*streams in the project area are home 
to chinnook salmon, bull trout, and 
steelhead trout. All these species are 
listed as threatened under the ESA. 
*logging will take place this year! 
Clean Slate Restoration Project: 
*includes logging in the Slate Creek 
roadless area. 
*thinning and some clearcuts on 
7,000 acreas. 
*will yield 41 million board feet. 
* Old growth sale 

SALVAGE SCAM! 
*Clearcut/grazed areas are more 

vulnerable than natural forests 
•Lrgst fires in Bitterroot started in 

heavily roaded and logged areas 
•Post-fire recovery vital to soil and 

all species 

•Landscaping w/i 130ft of home 
determines the likelihood of bum 

•Cuts in burned ares are much worse 
than green forests 

•BNFS filed for exemption on temp. 
stays during appeals 
( circull}venting public process). 
They want to log this Dec. 

ROCK CREEK MINE 
DISASTER 

•Cabinet Mntn Ecosystem 
is CRUCIAL to griz, grey wolves, 

bald eages, bull trout and us! 
•Mine will run 24hrs for 

22 years damaging the water 
quality of Rock Creek, lwr Clark 
Fork, & 

Lake Pend Oreille 
•Mine will dump 3 mil.gal. of 

polluted water into Clark Fork 
every day! Even post-22yrs. 

•I ton rock mined = under 15lbs 
copper & 2oz silver 

•Tailings pile over 300ft high, 
covering 320acres (113 mile from 
Rock Creek & Clark Fork) will 

be there forever & ever 
•Sterling has a history of cyanide 

leaks, leaving residents sick and 
stuck with superfund sites 

BOISE CASCADE: 
GLOBAL FOREST 
DESTROYERS 

•78% of the planet's old growth is 
gone/degraded 

•BC is #1 buyer of timber from 
public lands 

•Largest logger on fed'! pub. lands 
• BC owns or leases more than 2 

million acres in the US 

Wild Rockies EF! would like to thank Seeds 
of Peace for their nine year dedication to 
supporting activism in our part of the world. 
They can always usc help and well be travel­
ing to Washington D.C. for the Homes not 
Jails/Anti-Bush/ IMF/World Bank protest in 
late september. So go help chop veggies or if 
you have some cash send them a check. Seeds 
of Peace, P.O.Box 8896, Missoula, MT 59806. 
If you want to volunteer e-mail the collective 
at seedsofpeace@wildrockies.or 
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•BC logging industry opponent to the 
USFS Roadless Policy 

•BC is a top importer of old growth 
from Chile 

•Top force behind the demand for 
Canada's boreal forests 

•2mnths after BC strong- armed its 
way into Mexico, a massacre of 
17 local farmers occured. BC 

knowingly went into a 
volitilesituation with money in 
mind 

FOSSIL FUELS 
•85% of U.S. energy comes from 

burning oil, coal, & natural gas 
•For every ton of fuel burned, 3 tons 

of C02 are released 
•2001 C02 levels= 370ppm vs 

1750's 280ppm 
•Bush's energy plan calls for building 

a power plant every wk for 20yrs 
•Global warming is real! There's 

hope, but not for us! 
STONE CONTAINER MAKES 

ME COUGH: 
•stone bums 30,200 lbs of plastic a 

day 
•they also bum 200 lbs of chlorine a 

day 
•the company now has 7 large diesel 

generates for electricy and is 
consuming huge amounts of fuel 
per day 

•they have received an exemption 
from the clean air act for the 
generators, because they are a so 
called temporary engery source. 



WREF! Summer/Fall 2001 Direct Action Tour 

July 25-August 15: Rock Creek 
stage and could be implemented as 
Cabinet-Yak wilderness area. 
streams of the area. In addition the • 
grizzly bear habitat. 
August 16 to September 16: Bi 
fast track and could be implemented 
of 65,000 acres yielding 270 u ..... ·J n,·,v .... ,rvv, .. u 

logging road to modern industrial i3~u.,;~.u' 

posed on National Forest Lands. 
September 17-0ctober 10: Stone 
one of the worst polluters in the en 
notice that this is no longer acceptable. 

Montana. This mine is in the final EIS 
The mine would go under the 

poses terrible threats to the 
·· · facilities is in a critical area of 

Town, MT. Stone is 
and we will serve 

If you are interested in attending way or in joining us for a 
part or all of the tour please contact us. have packet we can send you. Food 
and transportation will be provided by Wild Rockies EF! 

Classic Wild Rockies Earth First T-Shirts plus some new de­
signs are now available. Be the latest Fashion plate in your 

· town and help us raise some desperately needed funds. Shirts 
are 100% reused. (Rescued from thrift shop) Send us the size, 

color (give us a few options, and design 
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The Wild Rockies Review is a publication of 
Wild Rockies Earth First! We welcome any 
and all submissions that further bio-centric 

philosophy, direct action, anarchy, and 
anti-corporate information. This rag 

depends on the generosity and donations of 
our readers in order to exist. The Review 

will be put out on the two solstices and 
equinoxes. We welcome your letters to the 
editor, feel free to share your rants, raves, 
and criticisms in the next issue. WREF also 

accept communiques about all kinds of 
actions. The deadline for the next Review is 

September 1, 2001. Send your stuffto: 
Wild Rockies Earth First! 

P.O. Box 1742 
Missoula, MT 59806 

What you can do to help: 
*you can join the WREF! Tour and help us in 
the field directly 
*spend some time helping us put out the 
Review, do outreach, and organize actions. 
*write to the officials responsible for this 
maddness and ask them to stop it. (we can 
send you a contact sheet) 
*Distribute the Review and other propaganda 
in your city. 
*Do everything in your power to end the 
domination by corporations wherever you are 
in whatever way you choose. 

r------------------------------------~ 
Wild Rockies EF! 
P.O.Box 1742 
Missoula, MT 59806 
406-721-3494 
wref@wild rockies.org 

This is a pathetic yet a truly heart felt plea for funds from us to you. The city has banned 
pan handling and since we are often mistaken for bums it is difficult to raise money . 
Please keep us from embarrassing ourselves at public functions or winding up in jail and 
send a jew bucks our way. It cost a pretty penny to produce the Review and support our 
direct action field campaign. If you have no cash you could send coffee, stamps, spices, film, 
tea, climbing gear, or envelopes. 

0 Here is my contribution to help you 
Name lowbaggers continue the resistence. 
Addrress 
City -----S-ta_t_e ____ Z_iP.-- 0 I don't have any cash but please send me 
E-M-a-i ----- '----- ---- the Wild Rockies Review 

~------------------------------------~ 
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continued from page 3 

Dear Sir or Madam, 
I would like to say your most 

recent issue was one of the 
best I have seen EF! produce. I 
especially enjoyed "The Lost 
Esoteric Art of the Wink." Un­
fortunately, for some this type 
oflearning is a little late but its 
never too late to improve on 
methods. I sincerely hope you 
will continue this line of edu­
cating as the needs will greatly 
increase as notoriety increases. 
Anyone who reads into the 
"COINTELPRO" will realize 
that the government will not 
only spy on other countries 
but also on their own citizens 
and anyone who threatens the 
Status Quo. 

Please continue what you 
are doing as it is appreciated 
by myself and others. 

War on! 
-TODD (HYUNG-RAE) TARSELLI 

Dear EF!f, 
I'm responding to the re­

cent letters you have printed 
that have expressed opposi­
tion to ELF-style tactics. 

If an assailant attacks you 
on the street, I would hope 
that you would do whatever 
necessary to secure your safety. 
This could entail fleeing the 
seene, or if required, applying 
counter-force against the at­
tacker. If you agree that indus­
trialism is inherently coercive, 
arid that it entails both the 
destruction of ecosystems and 
the implementation of oppres­
sively authoritarian political 
institutions, I would hope that 
you would either engage in or 
support any actions necessary 
to bring about industrialism's 
collapse. As opposed to the 
case of the street assailant, Civi­
lization offers few escape 
routes. Hence, the only alter­
native is to fight. 

By petitioning the state and 
corporations for ecological fa­
vors while never questioning 
their legitimacy, "nonviolent" 
environmental organizations 
actually perpetuate the insti­
tutionalized violence that the 
current order is based upon. 
These "pacifists" need to step 
down from their moral high 
horse-every aspect of their 
existence is violent, from their 
support of the state to their 
usage of mass-produced com­
modities. With the exception 
of the few small-scale self-suf­
ficient indigenous communi­
ties that remain, we all 
directly or indirectly subsist 
by means of the widespread 
destruction of other living be­
ings, regardless of how 
minimalist or "organic" our 
consumption habits may be. 

The impact that ELF-style 
actions have had so far in the 
fight against industrialism is 
not certain. What is certain is 
that wide-scale economic 
sabotage will be required if 
the machine is to be dis­
mantled. If you view indus­
trialism as coercive, then your 
actions and statements 
should reflect it! The implica­
tions of your existence won't 
be any less violent if you 
refuse to support those en­
gaged in self-defense against 
entities responsible for the 
implementation of an impe­
rialist social order.. 

-ANGRY AARDVARK 

Dear Shit for Brains, 
This is an open letter to 

anyone who has ever consid­
ered themselves a supporter 
of, or has stated that they 
were in solidarity with an 
imprisoned insurrectionist or 
saboteur. I'd like to start by 
saying that the truest form of 
solidarity .that anyone has 

shown me has been the con­
tinuing ELF I ALF actions, and 
the anti-authoritarian/anti­
capitalist actions (no, not 
holding signs) happening 
throughout the world. Only 
by continual actions like these 
will we ever be able to over­
come this dominant system. 
Only by hitting corporations 
and govern-mental establish­
ments where they "feel" it 
will they ever collapse and 
take this "whose stinking or­
der" with them. Writing 
'zines, or letters to judges or 
Congress people has never 
changed anything, while de­
stroying all of a corporation's 

If someone chooses to be a 
supporter, it is their duty to 
raise funds for retaining a com­
petent lawyer, to make sure 
mistreatment of a prisoner be 
known, to spread the word 
that yet another comrade is 
being held hostage by the 
state, and most importantly 
keep up the fight. In no way 
am I saying not to write those 
that are locked up, because 
this indeed keeps one's spirits 
up, but what I am saying is 
don't make this the only 
things you do. 

Revolt! 
-CRITIER 

assets, on the other hand, will To the editor, 
remove them from their posi- I am in my eighteenth year 
tion of power, arid if we're of imprisonment for anti­
really lucky maybe a CEO may nuclear/pollution actions and 
commit suicide or better yet have 13 years of supervised 
go postal after having "lost it release to follow the 27 year 
all." Destroying these pricks sentence. I will refuse to co­
where they live, now that's operate for reasons that I 
solidarity. Walking around think others in the same situ­
holding signs is a weak ass ation should be aware of. The 
piss poor excuse for solidarity government doesn't really 
and support, whose main care when releasees like Rod 
function is to pacify the minds Coronado live, work or travel 
of those who are too comfort- or what views they express. 
able to act out in a way that The only point is to exact 
will actually change some- voluntary obedience. 
thing. Writing letters to fallen My cell has a steel door and 
comrades raises the spirits of bars on the window. Outside 
those of us who are incarcer- are 2 fences with coils of razor 
ated, butwhensomeonepicks wire and armed officers in pa­
up a bomb, instead of a pen, trol trucks. Obviously, I arri no 
is when my spirits really soar. match for this physical force, 

Comrades of an accused so my remaining here cannot 
person should never, except be considered voluntary. 
byreprintingastatementwrit- Just the opposite is true of 
ten by the accused, claim in- supervised release. That sta­
nocence or guilt for them in tus seeks cooperation, and 
any matter, because rnisrepre- every act of it signals to the 
senting them will only destroy government that the releasee 
their future credibility and now belongs to it. First low 
possiblytakepowerawayfrom level acquiescence, then the 
any message the perpetrators ante is upped. I have a friend 
were trying to convey. It is whose probation officer actu­
their and their attorneys' job ally forbade her attending her 
to deal with guilt or innocence. continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
own son's wedding! At each 
level, the tacit question is: 
How much are you willing to 
give to Caesar? Your freedom 
of movement? Freedom of 
speech? Your conscience? 
Your family? 

Supervised release is a form 
of voluntary servitude. If a 
releasee is "silenced," it is by 
his own choice and coopera­
tion. If that is, indeed, his 
intention, so be it, but the 
slogan should be Earth Fifth 
or Sixth, not First. 

Sincerely, 
-HELEN WOODSON 

#03231-045 
FMC CARSWELL, ADMIN. MAX 

POB 27137 
FoRT WoRTH; TX 76127 

Dear Shit fer Brains: 
Now that the EF! Journal 

has moved to Arizona, are we 
now supposed to become po­
litically correct by pretend­
ing that immigration as well 
as other sources of overpopu­
lation do not affect the envi­
ronment? Are we supposed to 
become good Catholics? 

I refer to the really stupid 
"Myths & Facts" on page 19 of 
the May/June issue. The lies 
stated here have been pro­
moted by the Catholic Church 
for many years now. After 
multiplying out of control, 
Mexicans are now crossing the 
border "for a better life, " i.e. to 
multiply out of control North 
of the border. Let them curb 
their population explosion, 
clean up their own environ­
ment and political scene. We 
have too many people in the 
US already. The US needs to 
decrease its population to be­
low SO million to have any 
hope of sustainability. 

Pretending that corpora­
tions are the ultimate cause 
of evil is nonsense-over­
population fuels corporate 
expansion and control, as 
does greed. Overpopulation 
fuels poverty· and environ-

mental destruction. 
Pretending that p.evelopers 

cause sprawl is even more stu­
pid. If we do not increase our 
numbers either through 
fucking or immigration, they 
will not build because there 
will be no demand. 

Has EF! forgotten its Earth­
environmental roots. Has EF! 
been infiltrated by Catholic 

social activists who glorify the 
poor, ignore overpopulation, 
and are willing to sacrifice 
the environment? 

The Earth needs to be pro­
tected from destruction by the 
poor as well as the rich, from 
Mexicans and Gringos alike. 

-ANNE BELLA 

Dear SFB, 
I read the article in the . 

Bel tane issue regarding 
"myths and facts" of immi­
gration. The limited space 
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doesn't allow me to point our 
all of the mistakes but here 
are a few key points. 

1. Without immigrants and 
their children, the population 
of the US would actually be 
decreasing. If we want to stop 
suburban sprawl and loss of 
habitat, we have to address the 
rootoftheproblem. The source 
of the problem is the demand 

for housing which is driven 
primarily by population 
growth which is driven by im­
migration. This isn't scape­
goating, its just the hard facts. 

2. If we want to cut off the 
supply of new converts (con-

.' sumers) to the religion of 
supermaterialism we have to 
stop the tidal wave of immi­
grants. The US accepts more 
immigrants than all the rest of 
the world combined. Ever hear 
the phrase" think globally, act 
locally?" We may not be able 

••• 
to stop the population bomb 
from exploding in the rest of 
the world but we do have the 
responsibility to stop immi­
gration here in the US. 

3. It may not be true every­
where but here in southwest 
Florida over 70o/o of children 
in school are either immi­
grants or children of immi­
grants. Why do you think 
those corporate high priests 
are so pro-immigration? They 
need a steady supply of new 
consumers to buy those CDs, 
new clothes, SUVs, single 
serving snacks etc. 

Opposing immigration 
may not be PC but it's the 
right thing to do. The war for 
the Earth must be fought on 
many fronts . Habitat loss, 
toxic waste production, an­
cient forest destruction, glo­
bal warming, genetically 
engineered foods-the list is 
seeming endless but one thing 
is certain. If we can't control 
our population, all the 
progress in the other areas 
will be meaningless. 

For the Earth, 
-M.M. SMITH 

To the editor, 
Folks, this ain't the field of 

~ dreams. Build it and they will 
Sl come, my ass. This is big money 
"" we're talking about. No one's 
~ building shit unless they know 
~ there's already people waiting 
g. to move in. And the people 

just keep moving in. 
So where do they come 

from? Quick geography quiz: 
Where do all the rich white 
people come from, and what 
is it that makes them so rich 
and so white? 

ANSWER: California. 
You know it's true. And this 

is what brings me around to 
say Dudes, you're guarding 
the wrong border. 

Look at the subdivisions, 
look at the malls. What kind 
of people do you see? That's 
right, white people. Rich 
white people who like to go 



to El Super Chocolate Chunk 
Mall to buy pictures of cute 
Indian children to put in their 
adobe homes in Vista del 
Double Fudge Nut Housing 
Community to remind them­
selves of what it was like here 
before their Viking-ass ances­
tors came to rape and pillage. 

Now, look at the people 
we're spending so much 
moneytryingtokeepout, the 
ones that show up dead in 
the desert. I saw pictures of 
some of them in The Tucson 
Poet not too long ago, and 
they didn't look too rich or 
too white to me. 

So kids, it's simple. All we 
gotta do to bring sprawl to a 
crawl is just switch which 
borderwe're guarding. We've 
got the troops, and I'm sure 
ranchers from Yuma to 
Carson City will all be more 
than happy to pop any un­
wanted Calis trying to swim 
across the Colorado river. 

We don't have to worry 
about the Mexicans. None of 
them will be moving into Vista 
del Double Fudge Nut anytime 
soon. History has shown that 
it's poor, hardworking immi­
grants that have built America 
up, and soulless rich white 
leaches who have sucked it 
dry. So why are we killing the 
one and giving tax incentives 
to the other? We've got it all 
backwards, folks. Let's switch 
it around. Think of what a 
wonderful world it would be. 

-ANONYMOUS 

Cyborg Shit for Brain Activity, 
Why doesn't the Journal 

cover the real enemy or at 
least the lifeblood of the en­
emy-technology? Technol­
ogy is the primary means of 
accumulating power over na­
ture and power over people. 

If EF! is against concentra­
tion of power then it ought to 
be more anti-tech. Soon the 
technology of the police state 
(surveillance, identification, 
security and crowd control) 
will be so invincible that we 
can hardly imagine the conse­
quences. Bettertakeitoutnow. 

Seems like the only chance we 
have to bring down the sys­
tem is to attack all the tech­
nologies we can (computer, 
power systems, hospitals and 
broadcast/cable communica­
tion systems). To keep the 
post-revolution evolution 
healthy and decentralized, we 
will have to keep on destroy­
ing any complex technology 
we find or that attempts to 
self-resurrect. 

-BEAST-BUSTER NEO 

Dear Journal Collective, 
I would like you to strongly 

consider removing Ted 
Kazynski's name from the 
political prisoners list. What 
is a political prisoner? I think 
its someone who is in jail for 
solely for her/his politics or 
someone whose sentence has 
been lengthened because of 
his/her politics. TK fits nei­
ther of these categories. 

He is an implementer of 
the death penalty, more of-

ten than not randomly and 
without any accompanying 
political statement. His 
bombs were found by jani­
tors, secretaries, college 
students, as well as the occa­
sional mid-level corporate 
executive. Even his final vic­
tim was unintended. 

I find it curious that people 
who generally oppose state 
sponsored death penalties 
heartily approve of imple­
menting their own. It is no 
wonder at all how Stalin came 
to power. Leftists, when given 
the power of life and death, 

act no differently than any­
one else. Thus I oppose the 
tactics ofTK and further con­
sider him to be a fascist killer. 

Further, his sentence was 
relatively light for what he 
did compared to those who 
commit similar crimes with­
out a political agenda. 

Now, let me ask you: 
should I now fear for my life 
because I oppose Mr. K's tac-

tics. Will someone kill me 
because of my opinion as he 
killed others for theirs (when 
he managed to reach his ob­
scure targets, that is)? I ask 
this to make my point. It is a 
slippery slope to endorse the 
killing of people for any rea­
son. When does it stop. Who 
is the arbiter of who should 
be killed? Ted Kazynski? This 
is the politics of the very para­
digm I thought we were try­
ing to transcend. 

It is an insult to the likes of 
Leonard Peltier to list TK as a 
political prisoner. He is a 
criminal and a deranged one 
at that, who happens to have 
a political opinion, just like 
most prisoners. And since we 
don't list them all, we should 
be selective so as to further 
our own wilderness and 
biocentric agenda and not 
shoot it in the foot. To in any 
way express sympathy for TK 
offers our opponents ammu­
nition to, in the words of J. 
Edgar Hoover, "neutralize 
and eliminate" us. 

-DARRYL CHERNEY 

Notification to Inmate and 
Publisher/Sender of Rejected 
Publication 

INMATE: KACZYNSKI, 
Theodore 

INSTITUTION: United 
States Penitentiary, Admin­
istrative Maximum 

POB Box 8500, Florence, 
co 81226-8500 

RE: "EARTH FIRST!" May­
June 2001 Pages S, 38, 48, 
56, and 74 

The above named publi­
cation has been rejected in 
accordance with the Bureau 
of Prison's Program State­
ment 5266 .09, Incoming 
Publications, which states in 
part: "The Warden may re­
ject a publication if it is de­
termined detrimental to the 
security, good order, or dis­
cipline of the institution 
or if it may facilitate crimi­
nal activity." 

[excerpted ... blah blah blah] 
-MICHAEL V. PuGH, WARDEN 

continued on page 45 
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Nonviolence & "Violent" Conseq 
July 28, 2000 

To ELF: 
The undersigned members of the Wis­

consin environmental movement have 
a simple request for the Earth Liberation 
Front: stay out of Wisconsin. 

The recent destruction of 500 trees in 
a federal forestry laboratory near 
Rhinelander, for which the ELF claimed 
responsibility, was an· act as cowardly as 
it was stupid. The trees were not geneti­
cally engineered, which is your stated 
reason for the attack. However, even if 
they had been, we condemn your use of 
vandalism to make your point. More­
over, ELF members refuse to take re­
sponsibility for their violent acts. The 
principle laid down by responsible ac­
tivists is that those who commit acts of 
civil disobedience should be willing to 
suffer the consequences of their actions. 
You pointlessly destroyed a legitimate 
long-term research project, committed 
$ 7 50,000 in vandalism and then retreated 
to the shadows without attempting to 
justify your acts or to take personal re­
sponsibility for them. 

Your website openly advocates the use 
of vandalism and violence. It suggests 
that powerlines should be sabotaged, 
transformers blown up, computers should 
be smashed, buildings should be flooded 
and trees should be spiked. It suggests 
that "nonviolence has violent conse­
quences." We reject ELF's use of vio­
lence and its cowardice. ELF's methods 
are both morally reprehensible and dam­
aging to the legitimate environmental 
movement. Stay out of Wisconsin. 

Sincerely, 
-DAVID CIESLEWICZ, 

1,000 FRIENDS OF WISCONSIN; 

-CARYL TERRELL, 
SIERRA CLUB, JoHN MuiR CHAPT£R; 

-DAVID WooD, 
CENTER ON WISCONSIN STRATEGIES; 

-GARY WERNER, CONSERVATION CHAIR, 
SIERRA CLUB, JoHN MuiR CHAPTER; 

-SPENCER BLACK, RANKING MEMBER, 
AsSEMBLY ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE; 

-TODDAMBS, 
RIVER ALLIANCE OF WISCONSIN; 

-PETER McKEEVER, 
HEARTLAND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS; 

-CARL ZICHELLA1 MIDWEST REGIONAL 
STAFF DIRECTOR, SIERRA CLUB 
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August 14, 2000 
Fellow bipedal apes: 

This letter is in response to your letter 
of July 28, 2000, sent to the Earth Lib­
eration Front care of III Publishing. 
Since III Publishing has no direct in 
volvement with ELF, but posts infor­
mation about many environmental and 
liberation groups on our website, I have 
posted your letter to the site, where 
others may see it. Its exact address is 
www.iiipublishing.com/elfto.htm. My 
personal take on your letter is that you 
are confused about both environmental 
and moral issues. 

You say ELF claimed responsibility for 
destroying trees in a federal forestry labora­
tory in Wisconsin. You say the trees were not 
genetically engineered. Why would anyone in 
their right mind believe anything corporations or national governments say at this 
point? Have you not noticed that you have been lied to, over and over again? 
Corporations and their wholly owned governments and news media are now 
habitually lying about ELF actions, consistently pretending that the targets were not 
engaged in practices harmful to the environment. It's the standard line. 

You call the ELF action cowardly. So now environmentalists who risk their lives 
to save the environment are cowardly, but those who run paper-pushing organiza­
tions are what? Brave? 

I doubt very much anyone is "using vandalism" to make a "point." ELF is 
destroying the things that are being used by corporations and government to 
destroy the Earth. This is called direct action. In my opinion, given how rapidly the 
Earth is being destroyed and how little is being done about it, a lot more direct 
action is needed. 

You say my website "openly advocates the use of vandalism and violence." 
Actually, my website advocates minimizing violence by defending the Earth and 
her biped apes against institutionalized destruction and violence. You work with 
the government of Wisconsin and the US Federal Government, which are both 
violent organizations. They killed more than two million persons in the Philippines 
and more than two million in Vietnam, murdered most of the aboriginal peoples 
on this continent (estimates vary) and continue their murdering ways on a daily 
basis. They are murdering children in Iraq and peasants in Columbia as I write. 

You .say "ELF's methods are both morally reprehensible and damaging to the 
legitimate environmental movement." I presume that means you think you are the 
legitimate environmental movement. Need I comment on such arrogance? 

You say "Stay out of Wisconsin." You don't own Wisconsin, though maybe your 
corporate sponsors think they own most of it. Certainly they own the politicians there, 
or the environment would not be in such trouble. But in reality no one owns the Earth. 

I hate to break the news to you, but it's highly unlikely anyone would go to 
Wisconsin to do the action you described. I beli~ve that if you could poll the people 
of those who live in the artificially constructed legal fiction, called the State of 
Wisconsin, and people could answer without fear, many more people would 
support ELF-style actions than you can imagine. 

Why can'tbiotechnology food even be labeled as such in this country? Why can 
corporations flood the landscape with Roundup? Are these not acts of violence? If 
a company is doing its best to poison me and the Earth, have I no right to defend 
myself, my community and the Earth? The Third World War is the war against the 
environment by the multinational corporations and their flunky governments. 

I admire the courage of those who do ELF-style actions and wish them well. I hope 
some day you join this struggle to save humanity and the environment. 

-WILLIAM P. MEYERS 
III PUBLISHING 
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continued from page 14 On the other side of our village stands a massive 1000-year-
and the revolutionaries almost always turn into the next old aylah, a type of wild pistachio tree, planted at the 2,000-
oppressors. We began to feel that in order to repair the year-oldgravesiteofRabbiTarfonwhosesaying, "Youarenot 
damage being done to the planet by the war-paradigm, we required to finish the work, but you are not allowed to 
had to rid ourselves of warlike attitudes. We want not to fight withdraw yourself from it," inspires us when the task we've 
for the Holy Land (as too many people are already doing), but taken on seems impossible. Like when we discovered that raw 
to work for the sacred Earth. So, we organize neighborhood sewageisbeingdumpeddirectlyinto 
compost projects, plant urban gardens, lead nature clubs for the Wadi Amud nature preserve, 
kids, host ecology fairs and petmaculture seminars and help which means directly into the 
our community move towards eco-village-ness. We are Sea of Galilee, which means 
building solar ovens and a water reuse system for an directly into our drinking 
organic tofu workshop. We also spend a lot of time just water. Even more so when 
trying to get to know the land, since one of the worst wediscoveredthatourdis-
aspects of the war mentality is destroying something you coverywasn'tnews to any-
hate and fear because you don't understand it. one, that everyone knows 

To be honest, we did not choose these activities purely raw sewage is going, not 
out of a desire to be as peaceful as possible. A movement only into Wadi Amud, but 
has to consist of more intoeverywadiflowinginto 
than two people, and We began to feel that in the Sea of Galilee. Or as we 
theseweretheonlyen- order to repair the damage watch . a road being gouged 
vironmental activities into the hillside right above Wadi 
we have been able to being done to the planet by the Amud, and every attempt to protest 
get anyone in our area war-paradigm, we had to rid ourselves is met with the refrain, "There's nothing to do 
interested in. Most pro- about it." And each time another bite is taken out 
gressive-minded Israe- of war like attitudes. We want not to of the John Lennon forest. Like when ... well, you 
lis are tired of conflict, fight for the Holy Land, but to work get the point. 
especially after finish- So on we go, seeking out like-minded people 
ing the mandatory for the sacred Earth. and trying to work together in a language we're 
army duty both men L.-------------------' still learning and across huge cultural gaps. There 
and women serve, and they aren't so eager to be on the has been some talk in the Journal about creating community 
"frontlines" of another confrontation. As further witness to within our own ranks .. . a difficult enough task which has yet 
just how deep the problem is, even limiting ourselves to to be achieved. In such a tiny country as Israel, we have 
such benign activities hasn't kept us from getting into realized that if there is any hope of doing anything positive 
conflicts with people about them. We've had two environ- for the land, we have to create a community with people 
mental education sites bulldozed. Once we cleaned up a who see the world very differently than we do. 
garbage-filled urban lot and planted a garden with neigh- Being more radical does not necessarily mean being 
borhood kids, only to have the GLF (Garbage Liberation more militant, it means overturning the destructive and 
Front), apparently incensed atthe imprisonment of trash in warlike attitudes that are killing the wolves and griffin 
bins, free the diapers and soda cans to roam about freely vultures, choking the streams, driving tanks over the 
again. If we had an affinity group interested in blockades we wildflowers. Being militant may feel empowering and 
probably would have done them. If the affinity group righteous as long as we're the underdogs, but what hap­
eventually comes together as a result of our other activities pens when we start winning? Do we take the next step, 
(as we hope it will), we will try to expand our range of tactics, continue to up the stakes? Winning through war is ugly. It 
but as mudhead kachinas, not warriors. warps the winner. We must win some other way. 

Though there is more environmental activism going on · Israel holds a lot of spiritual power for people around the 
in other parts of the country, we retreated from the over- world. But it's a living bioregion, habitat and home to 
crowded center to the still-green fringe up north, near beautiful plants, animals, streams and forests, and the war 
Israel's borders with Lebanon and Syria. It's cabala-coun- being waged against the land is as real as the one being 
try, hilltop cities shrouded in clouds of mysticism, where waged over territory. It is difficult to convince people 
even Woodsy Owl seems radical and progressive. The raised in a climate of conflict that it doesn't do any good to 
forest closest to our little village is one of the reg~on's most fight for land which is being destroyed in the process. 
diverse, with the typical planted pines and eucalyptus Being a "pacifist" doesn't always have the best name in EF! 
interspersed throughout the now rare native horesh of oaf, circles, and understandably so, since the word has canna­
cypress, pistachio, sumac and birch, with an understory of tations of being passive. In Hebrew, on the other hand, the 
thorny bushes, climbing plants and outrageous wildflow- word for peace, shalom, comes from the same root as the 
ers. It is actually called the John Lennon Wood! The story word for "whole." Ridding ourselves of the warlike atti­
behind that is in 1969 John and Yoko sent acorns to all the tudes we've all taken from a destructive dominant culture 
world leaders (as in "fifty acorns tied in a sack ... "), includ- will make us more whole, more able to dream the dream 
ing then-prime minister of Israel Golda Meir. and keep at the task of protecting the sacred, holy land. 
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TheH 

continued from page 15 
In our modern age of centrally organized, militarized police 
forces, our only hope for an effective counterforce is through 
widely dispersed individuals operating under an overarching 
banner. Even the traditional"cell" organization of guerrilla 
opposition is subject to infiltration by the constabulary. 
What is necessary now is a truly anarchist organization, with 
no leaders, no followers and no organizational structure. 

While Earth First! groups and the annual Round River 
Rendezvous may be fun, they ·necessarily draw attention to 
our unswerving opposition to the dominant paradigm and 
serve as a convenient fishing hole for would-be FBI infor­
mants, industry sycophants and government toadies. The 
popularity of such gatherings has driven many from the fold, 
preferring instead to conduct their creative field services 
beyond the light of public scrutiny, in the cool enveloping 
darkness of remote locations and stealthy maneuvering. 

While EF! puts on the lively show, blocks the roads and 
timber sales, dances on the capital steps and makes bold 
speeches in highly visible gatherings, we distract attention 
from those who avoid public recognition, who prefer to work 
in anonymity, who treasure the unstructured, unfettered life 
of the solitary activist, who carry the banner and the ideal of 
Earth First! in their hearts but not on their sleeves. 

In effect, Earth First! has two activist arms. The public, 
propaganda arm consists of highly visible, politically pointed 
protests, guerrilla theater, road and equipment lock-downs, 
banner hangings and assorted public protests against corpo­
rate excess. The actions of this group serve to educate the 
public, bring attention and additional resources to the cause 
and thrust a well-placed middle finger in the face of the 
established authority. These activities are designed to create 
a respite for beleaguered and threatened ecosystems, giving 
those who work within the existing system increased oppor-

tunities to craft and implement legal impediments to corpo­
rate hegemony. At the same time, a dispersed minority ofEF! 
followers prefer the muted clink of bolt cutters in the night 
air, the slow drip of vital fluids on cooling desert sands, the 
solid thunk of a well placed spike and the cheery glow of 
blazing billboards against the night sky. 

These pleasant evening activities harken back to the mythic 
origins of Earth First! and the ecowarrior tradition. Ned Ludd 
is our patron saint, reminding us that it is not people we 
oppose, but social institutions that oppress human individu­
als and bring about widespread destruction of the wild. As 
ecowarriors, we have an obligation to ourselves and to our 
fellow activists. Doc Sarvis explained the guiding principles of 
ecotage in Ed Abbey's Hayduke Lives as the code of the 
ecowarrior: 1. No one gets hurt. 2. Don't get caught. 3. If you 
do get caught, you're on your own. 4. The ecowarrior forms 
no network, creates no club or party or organization of any 
kind. S. The ecowarrior works without recognition or reward. 
6. Keep fit. 7. The ecowarrior does not fight people. S/he fights 
an institution: the Planetary Empire of Growth and Greed. 

This doesn't mean we can't enjoy our gatherings around 
the fire, our naked woo-woo dances, our activist workshops 
and our monthly strategy sessions. Remember that the 
security industry is searching for just these signs of central­
ized organization to infiltrate, instigate and to incarcerate 
those perceived as the movement leaders. We may know in 
our hearts that we have no leaders, but they must show 
results in order to justify their own oppressive regime. It is 
up to us to deny them any satisfaction at our expense. In our 
activist lives, we choose our strategies, our tactics, our field 
of battle. We cannot afford to discard any of our tools; we 
cannot ignore any effective tactics. We must make use of all 
resources available to oppose the corporate growth maniacs, 
who want only one thing in this world: everything! 
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continued from page 17 
As an activist you have to deny your 

own desires because your political 
activity is defined such that these 
things do not count as "politics." You 
put "politics" in a separate box to the 
rest of your life. Because it is in this 
separate box, "politics" exists 
unhampered by any real-world 
practical considerations of effec­
tiveness. The activist feels obliged to 
keep plugging away at the same old 
routine unthinkingly, unable to stop 
or consider, the main thing being that 
the activist is kept busy. 

Part of being revolutionary might 
be knowing when to stop and wait. 
It might be important to know how, 
when and when not to strike for 
maximum effectiveness. Activists 
have this "we must do something 
now!" attitude that seems fueled by 
guilt. This is completely untactical. 

The self-sacrifice of the activist is 
mirrored in their power over others 
as an expert-like a religion there is 
a kind of hierarchy of suffering and 
self-righteousness . The activist 
assumes power over others by virtue 
of a greater degree of suffering. The 
activist uses moral coercion and guilt 
to wield power over others less 
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experienced in the religion of 
suffering. Their subordina­
tion of themselves goes hand 
in hand with their subor­
dination of others-all .;:: 
enslaved to "the cause." Self- C 
sacrificing politicos stunt ..r'l 
their own lives and their own l ..,;\ 
will to live-this generates a .A\ ~ 

bitterness and an antipathy to \A.. N 
life which is then turned ~ ~ n ~ 
outwards to wither everything U ~ <~ ~ 
else. We can see this in our own <..~Q~,.... rl"'('\..V 
movement . The self-sacrificing r TUn\ the .r~le 
martyr is offended and outraged of an actiVISt 
when he or she sees others that are separates you from the rest of the 
not sacrificing themselves. human race as someone special and 

In the old religious cosmology, the different. People tend to think of 
successful martyr went to heaven. In their own first person plural (who 
the modern worldview, successful are you referring to when you say 
martyrs can look forwards to going "we?") as referring to some com­
down in history. The greatest self- munity of activists, rather than a 
sacrifice, thegreatestsuccessincreating class. For example, for some time 
a role (or even better, in devising a now in the activist milieu it has been 
wholenewoneforpeopletoemulate- popular to argue for "no more single 
e.g. the ecowarrior) wins a reward in issues" and for the importance of 
history-the bourgeois heaven. "making links." However, many 

Isolation 
The activist role is a self-imposed 

isolation from all the people we 
should be connecting to. Taking on 

people's conception of what this 
involved was to make links with other 
activists and other campaign groups , 
voluntarily relegating ourselves to 
the ghetto of good causes. 

Our activity should be the 
immediate expression of a real 
struggle, not the affirmation of the 
separateness and distinctness of a 
particular group. 

Activism reproduces the structure 
of this society in its operations. This 
is the basis of capitalist social 
relations. Capital is a social relation 
between people mediated by 
things-the basic principle of 
alienation is that we live our lives in 
the service of some thing that we 
ourselves have created. If we 
reproduce this structure in the name 
of politics that declares itself anti­
capitalist, we have lost before we 
have begun. You cannot fight 
alienation by alienated means. 

Contact the author via SDEF! c/o 
Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton 
BN2 2GY, England. 



BY CRIME THINe. 

It is impossible to avoid hypocrisy in any struggle against 
the status quo. 

Political and economic structures are constructed so that it 
is practically impossible to avoid being implicated in their 
workings. Today, whatever a person thinks of the employment 
opportunities available or of our econornic system itself, 
there is almost no choice except to work if you don't want to 
struggle for food or die of an illness due to unaffordable health 
care. If you do not believe in material property, you still have 
no choice but to buy food, clothing and to buy or rent living 

·NEXT 2 MILES· 

· EARTH fiRST! · 

space-for there is 
no free land left 
that has not been 
claimed by some­
one, almost no 
food or other 
resources anywhere 
that are not some­
one's "property." 

If people want to 
distribute material 
criticizing the capi­
talist system of 
production and 
consumption, they 
still have no way to 
produce and dis­
tribute this material 
without paying to 
produce it, and 
selling it to con-

L
'F< • full f d' . 1 , sumers to finance 11e IS o contra !Ctions, t 1ere s no dmying it. d . If pro uctwn. a 

person does not want to finance the brutal torture and 
slaughter of animals in the name of capitalism, you can 
stop eating meat and dairy products, purchasing health 
products which are tested on animals and wearing leather 
and fur; but there are still animal products in the film for 
cameras, movies, vinyl records and in countless other 
products. The companies you buy vegetables from are most 
lik~ly connected to the companies who make meat and 
dairy products, and these vegetables themselves were 
probably picked by oppressed labor. 

This does not mean that resistance is futile. Indeed, if our 
choices today are so limited that we cannot act without 
replicating the conditions from which we were trying to 
escape, resistance is all the more crucial. 

Besides, . demands that we avoid hypocrisy deny the 
complexity of the human soul. The human heart is not 
simple; every human being has a variety of desir:es which 
pull him or her in different directions. To ask that a human 
being only pursue some of those desires and always ignore 
others is . to ask that he or she remain permanently 
unfulfilled ... and curious. This is typical of the kind of 
dogmatic, ideological thinking which has afflicted us for 
centuries: It insists that the individual must be loyal to one 

set of rules and only one, rather than doing what is 
appropriate in a particular situation. 

It might well be true that the whole self can only be 
expressed in hypocrisy. Certainly a person needs to formulate 
a general set of guidelines regarding the decisions one will 
make, but to break occasionally from these guidelines will 
prevent stagnation and offer an opportunity to consider 
whether any of the guidelines need re-evaluation. A person 
who is not afraid to be hypocritical from time to time is in 
a great deal less danger of selling out permanently one day, 

It is impossi6fe to avoid ftypocrisJ in 
any struggfe against the status quo. 

because he or she is able to taste the" forbidden fruit" without 
feeling forced to make a permanent choice. This person will 
be immune to the shame and eventual despair that will afflict 
the person who strives for perfect "innocence." 

So be proud of yourself as you are, don't try to get the 
inconsistencies in your soul to match up in a false and forced 
manner or it will only come back to haunt you. Rather than 
holding inflexibly to a set system, let us dare to reject the idea 
that we must be faithful to any particular doctrine in our 
efforts to create a better life for ourselves. Let us not claim to 
be innocent, let us not claim to be pure or right. But let us 
procl~im proudly that we are hypocrites, that we will stop at 
nothmg, not even hypocrisy, in our struggle to take control 
of our lives. In this age when it is impossible to avoid being 
a part of the system we strive against, only blatant hypocrisy 
is truly subversive-for it alone speaks the truth about our 
hearts, and it alone can show just how difficult it is to avoid 
living the modern life which has been prepared for us. 

The thing is to act, to act joyously, not to accept that we are 
helpless to effect change, even if we really are. For if we seek 
to resist the roles and lives set forward for us, if we fight a 
spirited fight against the forces that would keep us in despair, 
if we dare to act on our own and to act passionately and 
joyously, then that is in itself the revolution we seek. 

For years, some EF!ers insisted on hauling chemical toilets into 
wilderness areas during the Round River Rendezvous. 
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continued from page 18 

The slogan Earth First! is quite bril­
liant, because it expresses what 
everyone's priority should be. Large 
numbers of people were inspired by this 
slogan to come forward and make per­
sonal sacrifices for non-human life 
forms. But people can make contribu­
tions to the defense ofbiodiversity, wild­
life or wilderness, and yet not be theo­
retically aware. In general (there are 
some exceptions), the Earth First! Jour­
nal does not pay much attention to 
theoretical issues within deep ecology, 
what the actual spectrum of positions 
are and what this means for the direc­
tion of a revolutionary movement 
against industrial civilization. 

The article by Daktari, "Ecocentric 
Anarchy," has a microscopic analysis 
focused on the Journal. It does not deal 
with any of the larger issues or produce 
the evidence for why eco-anarchism is 
necessary for an "ecotopian society." I 
do not believe it to be true that the 
radical environmentalism of Earth 
First!ers is based upon their alleged 
anarchist beliefs. Anarchist ideas are 
mainly an add-on. 

There was an extended and lively 
critical discussion on anarchy during 
1986-87 in the Journal, involving a 
number of writers and letters to the 
editor. One important focus ~f 
discussion was whether or not there was 
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a necessity for a state to combat 
ecological destruction and social disorder 
(i.e. to protect humans), versus the 
anarchist dissent from such a position. 
Dave Foreman and John Davis were 
then with the paper, and theoretical 
discussions played a large role in theEF! 
Journal. Today a simplified anarchy is 
promoted as a fait accompli. 

The Journal has shown littleinterestin 
examining what a left position within 
deep ecology entails and what its 
contradictions are. The theoretical fusion 
that Judi Bari was engaged in, for 
example, has not been seriously 
examined. Similarly for the work done 
by left biocentrists. The work of people 
like Andrew McLaughlin, Richard Sylvan 
and Rudolf Bahro is unknown to most 
EF!ers. Instead of such a theoretical 
discussion, there has been a persistent 
flirtation with social ecology and 
anarchism, as if this would solve the 
non-ecological questions. Coalitions 
with others are fine only if the defense 
of the natural world remains the first 
priority. Deep ecology has to work out 
its own trajectory, not just "add on" 
anarchism or social ecology. Even in 
adding on anarchism, while there is 
much to admire in it, there are many 
contradictions which a serious, 
ecocentric revolutionary movement 
needs to examine. Just as there is a 
spectrum of positions within deep 

Anarchy in the USA: Folks on the street in 
struggle for a green future. 

ecology, the same is true for anarchism. 
The theoretical tendency which is 

undermining EF! can be called "social 
environmentalism." Essentially, social 
justice is upheld above environmental 
justice. Social ecology, anarchist and 
eco-feminist beliefs feed this position. 
Negative language is used to promote 
social environmentalism, e.g. "white," 
"privilege,""whitemale,"likelytosoften 
up ecocentric activists and make them 
feel guilty about something they cannot 
change, that is, their social origins. This 
is a psychological ploy to put ecocentric 
activists on the defensive and make 
them uncritical of social environ­
mentalism. With social environmen­
talism, aboriginal interests are prioritized 
above wildlife and wilderness/park/old­
growth interests. 

Of course, human social interests are 
important, but they must be secondary 
to Earth preservation. My position on 
the events leading up to the eventual 
split in EF!, which resulted in Foreman, 
Davis and quite a number of others 
disassociating themselves from the 
Journal, is given in a 1990 letter "Points 
of Consideration re: the Earth First! 
Debate." I did not see this as the triumph 
of anarchism in the EF! Journal as does 
Daktari. I said that social justice was 

t;l only possible in a context of ecological 
justice, that the US was the contem­

" porary imperial world power and "what 
[ this means for the soul and practice of 

EF! has to be a major concern, not 
dismissed as leftist anthropocentrism." 



What should be the belief system of 
radical deep ecology supporters? My 
limited examination of anarchism has 
made me much more sympathetic than 
when I started out. Yet the anarchism I 
am supportive of is collectivist, not based 
on the supremacy of the individual. 

Left biocentrism has been influenced 
by ·two thinkers who have been 
described as anarchists: Richard Sylvan 
and Rudolf Bahro. Therefore left 
biocentrism (and by extension deep 
ecology) needs to see anarchism as 
contributing to its theoretical explor­
ation. Support for anarchism should 
be considered a non-antagonistic 
contradiction among left biocentrists. 

Some of the contradictions within 
anarchism have been pointed out. 
There is a friendly, but substantive 
critique from our side of the barricades. 
I do not believe we can say with 
certainty what the new organizational 
forms need to be for the future post-

industrial Earth-centered society, or 
that anarchism mimics in some way 
how the natural world is organized. 
There is also the baggage that · 
anarchism carries, both among the 
non-anarchist left and the public at 
large, where anarchy is mistakenly 
equated with chaos and disorder. 

I do think we have to treat the existing 
institutions with disdain and work to 
create alternative structures within 
industrial society. Anarchist thinking 
contributes to this. Anarchism also 
helps us understand that we cannot 
fundamentally change the state by 
marching through its institutions. The 
green electoral road is therefore a cul 
de sac. Deep ecopolitics need to be 
entirely different from existing green 
electoral reformism. 

State-organized societies, whatever 
their economic configurations, do not 
seem to be ecologically sustainable in 
the long term. Anarchism helps us see 

this. Yet for left biocentrists, it is a class­
influenced industrial society which is 
the main target of our organizing. 

We do need to remember that political 
categories like the "market" and "state" 
are not tied to any particular economic 
formation such as capitalism. Richard 
Sylvan spoke of supporting "regulated 
markets without capitalism." It is the 
increasing high-speed complexity of 
current industrialized societies, with 
their global inter-linkages and the 
globalization of capital, which suggest 
that a single-minded anarchist focus on 
opposition to the state belongs to the past. 

I believe that anarchism should be 
part of the "left" in left biocentrism. 

An uncondensed version of this article, 
"My Path to Left Biocentrism: Part V­
Deep Ecology and Anarchism," is 
available from Green Web, RR #3, 
Saltsprings, Nova Scotia, BOK lPO, 
Canada; greenweb@fox.nstn.ca; 
fox .nstn.ca/-greenweb. 

Dear EF! Journal Collective, 
Upon reading the Litha issue, I couldn't 

believe that you didn't include me in your staff 
photo! After all the time I spend in your office, 
after all the fun games of catch and "bark at the 
new person coming through the door," how 
could you insult me like this? Some members 
of your editorial clique (who shall remain 
unidentified) need to examine whether they 
are truly biocentric thinkers, or just speciesist 
human nincompoops. 

Love and rage, 
-ELLEN 
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CttNT01~'s ROJ\])LJ~ss PolitY: FAtT OR FRr\un? 
BY DENISE BoGGS cent of our native forests . The other 98 

percent has already been logged. Who 
The sad truth about former President exactly is the extremist? And why are the 

Bill Clinton'sroadless policyisnotthatit national groups so quick to barter away 
protects too much, but that it protects that last two percent? 
too little. Despite media rhetoric, west- · The distinction between the 
em lawmakers and the benefidaries of grassroots and national organizations 
corporate welfare (logging, grazing and · is critical to understanding why so 
mining industries), the Roadless Area .. ·little real environmental protection 
Conservation Policy doesn't ban road has occurred in the past 20 years. 
building. Conservation policy provides Many in the grassroots community 
numerous justifications for con­
tinued logging and permits 
motorized recreation, mining, oil and 
gas drilling, grazing and other prac­
tices that are inconsistent with the 
public's perception that these 
roadless areas have been protected. 

So why did the environmental 
community settle for this incredible · 
loss while simultaneously hailing it 
as a major victory? The answer lies in 
the vast difference between local, 
grassroots environmental groups and 
big-money national organizations. 
Many of the large national environmen­
tal groups are obsessed with acquiring 
and retaining political power and influ­
ence. They fail to hold the line for genu­
ine environmental protection for fear of 
alienating the real power brokers: politi­
dans and corporate campaign con­
tributions. The result is deal cutting, 
compromise and the fettering away of 
the nation's last wild places. Environ­
mentalists are often labeled "extremists," 
yet we are fighting for the last two per-

Golfers Love Uranium Drivers 
A once-secret metal used to penetrate 

enemy armor is helping golfers hit very 
long shots. The metal-a combination of 
ceramic, tungsten and four other materi­
als--was "necessary" because steel and 
titanium are too soft to pierce modem­
day armor. An ex-navy engineer working 
with a small golf company in Connecti­
cut, NGC Golf, has applied the metal to 
the face of a driver, and some golfers are 
hitting shots so far they have to use the 
three-wood on a par four to avoid 
over-hitting the green. 

1'Twenty-three years in the business, 
and I have never seen shots hit so far. This 
new Armor Pierce Metal clobbers balls like 
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believe the Roadless Area Conservation 
Policy was a ruse to help get AI Gore 
elected, and several people working on 
theHeritageForestCampaign were count­
ing on a job in a Gore administration. 

It is unconscionable that self-pro­
claimed environmental advocates would 
pander to politidans and big money at 
the expense of the environment, but 
that is exactly what happened with the 
Roadless Area Conservation Policy. Ac­
cording to the Republican polling firm 

a battering ram. There is virtually no loss 
of energy at impact. All the juice goes 
into the ball. At high-club speeds, it can 
actually break balls! ·And it's easy to 
control," stated a news story published 
by the Gannet news empire. 

When NGC Golf was asked if the 
metal in question was depleted ura­
nium, the receptionist insured that it 
was, as if there were cause for worry. 
Didn't it concern her that her com­
pany was selling huclear waste? Not at 
all. For more information, contact 
(800) 285-3900; www.ngcgolf.com. 

Fanners Flock to Block Burps 
Australian farmers are signing up 

American Viewpoint, most Americans 
want to ban all logging, mining, off­
road vehicle use and other destructive 
activities from unspoiled areas in our 
national forests. American Viewpoint 
found 76 percent of voters nationally 
favor that goal, with only 19 percent 
opposed. The poll found support held 
across geographic regions with 80 per­
cent support in the East, 73 percent in 
the South, 78 percent in the Midwest 

and 72 percent in the West. 
What the national organizations 

settled for is not what many of the 
grassroots groups or the American 
people asked for. The very sad truth 
is that our roadless areas have not 
been protected from anything. 

The Heritage Forest Campaign was 
a failure that left grassroots forest 
activists worse off than before. 
Frankly, our work has become more 
difficult under the conservation 
policy because it gives the Forest 
Service carte blanche to enter roadless 

areas under the" exceptions" and "modi­
fications" included in it, and the public 
has the perception that roadless areas 
have been protected. It is a great disser­
vice to us all to declare victory where 
none exists. There is a monumental 
difference between a paper victory 
that will allow untold environmen­
tal degradation to continue and a 
substantive victory that protects the 
integrity of the land and life con­
tained therein. 

their livestock to take part in a proposed 
methane vaccine program. "Methane 
is a very potent greenhouse gas--around 
21 times more potent in greenhouse 
terms than carbon dioxide," said Dr. Rob 
Kelly of CSIRO Livestock Industries. He 
continued, (/Sheep and cattle produce 
significant amounts of this gas as part 
of their normal digestive process, pro­
ducing around 14 percent of Australia's 
total greenhouse emissions." The com­
mercial vaccine is expected to reduce 
methane emissions by 20 percent or a 
"total saving equivalent to that which 
wouldresultfromareductionof300,000 
tonnes in carbon dioxide." The hope 
is to have one million cattle and 
two million sheep available for vacci­
nation every year starting in 2005. 



0~ "'·-
:S:: ._.,~)roe.-~ ·\o .,.t . ""\o- o.. ~~"'-- . "'oo\-c.. '- \t..~ 

""\ ._.,_ \c..,-.0 .._. ':X:. ,.. 4..u,\o~ ., ~ o-~ v -... ~ ~ o~ ~~ • -:s::._) \" 
'\. . ' -- - ~'-' . , ·~ . . "·~ ~,_, ..... ~ ~ .. ""'"' ~ .,)'...... ......,_,,~¥'> "\0.,.,. 0 ~..,.. . J J - ,., 

~ ~~\rc~ ~ ~"~'""'.) ""'-f•"~t. ~ f'~ ~~ """•"~ 
\-I' (..of'~.,.~ • -,-\... .. f"V ~or ~•"-"'":> ~\4.- ~\.,.,.-.., ~ .......,,. .. ~I 

~'\4... \.-.._.....),_.'-..._ .... ' .,. ~ S. '' - lrr-l~ -T\....Ji~o. "3:' ,_ ........ t. ·~ 

c~. ... ;· . 

__,,~ ~ 0'/t." • C-os'\."\ ~ f~:~"' ~.,4..-,:,..-N'.I 

~,...... P\...-...: ... ~, ..y.... lr\.c... 

~.,..... .s. ... \ ":. ~"--"\ 

BY WARCRY 

Terrorist (adjective or noun): The 
systematic use of terror especially as a 
rheans of coercion; characteristic of 
someone who employs terrorism as a 
political weapon. 
j Only weeks before Timothy 

l{fcVeigh's execution (which he re­
ferred to as "state-assisted suicide"), I 
wrote him a letter titled "Truth and 
Execution Strategy." I had read an 
essay McVeigh wrote in 1998, which 
discussed the legacy of brutality in US 
foreign policy as well as the double 
standards in society, which enabled 
and even applauded such aggression. 

Remember Dresden? How about 
Hanoi?Tripoli? Baghdad? What about 
the big ones-Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki? At these two locations, the 
us· killed at least 150,000 non-com­
batants in the blink of an eye. Thou­
sands more took hours, days, weeks 
or months to die. (T. McVeigh, June 
1998, Media Bypass magazine) 

Being a student of International Re­
lations, I knew McVeigh was pointing 
out the obvious. He had an accurate 
analysis of US capacity to inflict dam­
age on a vastly more devastating scale 
than most other nations. As the world's 
pre-eminent superpower, this nation 
has the most advanced weaponry and 
has repeatedly demonstrated a will­
ingness to use it indiscriminately. 

'~ . ' 

'v-.J ',.\...\"..) '-'(•...;, '""''""- ~ ~ S.~'-~.1) 
't" \"\ .... 

I asked McVeigh if he would be 
willing to extend a similar acknowl­
edgment to the "non-combatants" 
he killed in Oklahoma City. In my 
letter, I pointed out the contradic­
tion of hating the government, and 
yet mirroring its disregard for hu­
man life. Whether we like it or not, 
McVeigh's "propaganda of the deed" 
set a historical precedent. A clarifi­
cation from him recognizing the 
wrong of targeting civilians might 
prevent would be imitators from 
taking lives in the future. Further­
more, the state consolidated its de­
fenses as a result of Oklahoma City 
and only grew stronger. After the 
bombing, the government passed 
reams of anti-terrorist legislation. 

At his sentencing, McVeigh quoted 
US Supreme Court Justice Louis D. 
Brandeis, "Our government is the po­
tent, the omnipresent teacher. For 
good or ill, it teaches the whole people 
by its example." I wrote McVeigh 
that, "Napalm and nuclear weapons 
are pretty good examples of what the 
government teaches. Your use of the 
phrases-body col,lnt, collateral dam­
age, etc. in your interviews, indicate 

exactly which lessons you've learned. 
We put the Germans on trial in 
Nuremberg after World War II, but 
who put the US on trial for the five 
million people killed in Southeast Asia, 
or the millions of Native Americans 
and Africans that were killed here? 
This continent was soaked in blood 
long before you came along, Tim." He 
responded to me by saying, "I, in fact, 
agree with your observations." 

Aside from US bombing victims, more 
than a million people have been killed 
in Iraq as a result of the US sanctions 
alone, according to a 1996 UNICEF re­
port. FormerSecretaryofState Madeleine 
Alright, when questioned in a 60 min­
utes interview specifically about the dy­
ing Iraqi children, responded "we think 
the price is worth it." 

Do people think that government 
workers in Iraq are any less human 
than those in Oklahoma City? That 
Iraqis don't have families who will 
grieve and mourn the loss of their 
loved ones? Do people come to be-

continued on next page 
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lieve that the .kiliing offoreigners .is 
somehow different than the killing of 
Americans? (T. McVeigh, June 1998, 
Media Bypass magazine) 

When I mention that Tim McVeigh 
wrote to me, people sometimes act of­
fended. Would they be equally repelled 
if Henry Kissinger or Madeline Albright 
had written to me instead? Both of 

We put the aef&tHatts Ott wial itt Nuf&etHbef&g 

ciftef& Wof&l.d Waf& II, but who put the us Ott wial 

fof& the five ~Hilliott people killed itt Southeast 

Asia, of& the ~Hilliotts of Native }\tHef&icatts and 

A~icatts that Wef&e killed hef&e? 

whom are responsible for a far great~r killing people." As a soldier, he rec­
"body count" than McVeigh. Some dis- , ognized Waco as an act of war on 
miss McVeigh's critique, becauseheh~q ,, ,the American people, and he re­
beenlinkedtowhitesupremacistgroups. ' acted the way he was trained to, 
I've never heard McVeigh advocate rae- violently. When I had read that he 
ist ideas, however I have heard him was submitting the poem Invictus 
discuss government misconduct at . :by William Henley as his final state­
length. I can only conclude that the ment, I wrote saying that "such a 
former is far less importantto him than . dramatic exit wasn't going to be 
the latter. My purpose is not to excuse ... enough." I encouraged McVeigh to 
anything about McVeigh-but rather, use the attention around his execu­
ta put his terrorism into a useful per- tion to attack US foreign policy and 
spective for social analysis. '" the massive social hypocrisies that 

This country condemned McVeigp legitimize government criminality. 
and cut him off like a cancer without ·I didn't want McVeigh to squander 
recognizing that the whole body polk the world's attention with a meio­
tic was diseased. If McVeigh was a .. dramatic poem that according to 
monster, it's because this system needs .•... USA today, "rebellious teenagers 
and creates monsters. We know he was .. give to their parents." I suggested 
responsible for tremendous horror in .that he "highlight the actions of 
Oklahoma City, butwhoisresponsible,r the most powerful terrorist on the 
for Timothy McVeigh? · . block, by contextualizing his atroc-

"I wanted to see more of the ity with those committed by the 
world . I had never really gotten out state." In my response to his letter, 
of my hometown. I fell for the sales I described to McVeigh a short anti­
slogans: "Be all you can be" and, war punk rock music video I had 
"We do more before nine o'clock just completed which uses Vietnam 
than most people do in a day." I war era footage . It is a gruesome but 
said, alright, let's try it." (McVeigh truthful history lesson for the kids 
interview with Time magazine) who would see it. 

McVeigh was a decorated veteran No matter what Mcveigh said, his 
of the Persian Gulf War, which he words would be overwhelmed by the 
referred to "as getting medals for bloodiness of his actions. Maybe that's 
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why he chose to say nothing. The day 
McVeigh died, I received an envelope 
from him in the afternoon mail. In his 
final hours, he had forwarded to me a 
letter from a 77 year-old man who 
wanted to start an anti-war group in 
Arizona called "War No More" and 
wanted McVeigh to describe his experi­
ences as a soldier in the hopes of teach­
ing school kids about the consequences 
of war. Enclosed with the letter was the 
famous photo of the little Vietnamese 
girl who had been napalmed and was 
running down a road with her brother­
their faces full of agony. Exactly what 
my video was about. Maybe my video 
could be of use. Why did he fail to assert 
the issues and criticisms he raised in his 
essays and interviews in front of an 
attentive world? What the hell can I do 
about it now? I was really disappointed 
thathehadn'tsaidanythingusefulabout 
this entire tragedy. What a waste of 168 
lives and now 169. 

That evening, Tom Brokaw referred 
to the execution as "McVeigh's twisted 
legacy" and encouraged viewers to 
"keep faith in the law." President Bush 
addressed the matter as "concluded." 
The only follow up reporting was on 
the tumultuous feelings of the bomb­
ing survivors, and details such as 
McVeigh's last meal and how quickly 
the lethal injection worked. 

Terre Haute, Indiana, where McVeigh 
died, is French for "high ground"­
ironic in a situation where no moral 
high ground is available for this na­
tion. McVeigh's last words to me were, 
"Most foreigners hate Americans for 
the exact reasons most Americans have 
said they loathe me. Think about it." 

The only thing out of the ordinary 
about Tim McVeigh was that he 
launched an act of pure tactical ag­
gression on US soil. McVeigh was a 
terrorist because he used terror for 
political ends, but by that definition, 
he's hardly the only one. 

All those here share a single penalty(or 
the same fault. He said no more. 

Inferno VI/Dante 



Prisoner Support: They Are in There for Us 

Ecodefense .··· it . . w ~ ® ® f,l 

•Jeremiah Rush Bowe~ #10801, ~~eJ tf'f l· 1 ~' 
Delta, CO 81416. Servmg two \eats1fdr W~ iatt ted~ 
arson of a townhouse in Boulder, Colorado, in the summer 
of 2000. 

•Jeffrey Luers (a.k.a. Free) #13797671 
Rd, Umatilla, OR 97 
11 charges relating 

•Craig J.n""""'"" 
St, Salem, OR 
sentenced for 
of unlawful 

•Ted 
ity, POB 

Animal LU)er.ano 
•Mel Broughton 

Molyneaux Avenue, 
HP3 ONZ, England. Se 
to cause explosions. 

•Barry Horne VC2141, 
Thamesmead, London 
for various anti-vivisection 

eDave Blenkinsop, 
On remand for a•u=x"'"' 
the managing director 

• Bloomington 
IN 47402; (812) 333-01 

•Santa Cruz 2 
95060; 

•Free and Critter ... u,~v·J• 
St Ste 205, Eugene, OR 97401; (541) 3.:lj3~85t8; 

www.efn.org/-eu . ec r I ~ I 
•Connor Cash Su . t, A 'PO 1 iltfbgt(\1 

NY 11743; (631) 340-4708; freeconnorcash@yahoo.com. 

it~~·· · 
e, * 12112716, OSP, 2605 State 

, em, 0 9 . Rob threw a rock at a cop in 
self-defense at the 1999 Eugene ]18 RTS and received a 
severe seven year sentence as part of a "mandatory 

"He was recently moved back to this address 

Elmley, Church Road, 
4AY, England. Two 

affray and arson. 
HMP Camp Hill, 

'-(~!<5\u.uu. Serving 18 
during the 

Leavenworth, 
(AIM) activist, 

been framed for the 

Standing Deer) #640289, Estelle 
3478, Huntsville, TX 77869. In 1978, 

·expo:sed a government plot to assasinate 
His reward was life in prison. 

POB' 28703, Oakland, CA 94694. An 
v '"•'•:1!0'11\J def-ended himself and his family from an 

disarmed his attacker by stabbing him 
arid was jatled for attempted murder. 

,,..,<( 

·· (006307),Janet Holloway Africa 
s Africa (006309), SCI Cam­

Ave, Cambridge Springs, 

973), Charles Simms Af­
POB 244, Grateford, PA 

, Delbert Orr Africa 
K, Dallas, PA 18612. 

Defense.Committee, POB 583, Lawrence, 
842~5774. 

LegarAid Network, 818 SW 3rd Ave, 
OR 97204; aplan@tao.ca. 

• North American Earth Liberation Prisoners SupportNet­
work, POBj 1331, Eugene, OR 97 0; naelpsn@yahoo.com. 

ldSIP.· .till .. · ... ~ Philadelphia, PA 19143. 
LrtiG upport Network, Leeds, 

3HB, England; www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 
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C,o umb,s Day 

A CALL to end the "celebration of 500 years of 
genocide, environmental destruction and 
globalization from above." 

Seattle, DC, Philadelphia, LA, Prague, Quebec. 
The fight against globalization will make it's next 
stop in Denver, Colorado, October 8, 2001. 

The American Indian Movement (AIM) of Colorado and allies 
shutdown the "celebration" of Columbus where it began-in 
Colorado-in 1992, on the quincentenary. This year, AIM and 
allies will present a massive, vigorous opposition to the parade. 
What began more than 500 years ago with Columbus-geno­
cide of indigenous peoples, exploitation of their land and 
resources, destruction of the natural environment, all in the 
name of profit---.:continues today, and has reached its logical 
culmination in the current "free trade" regime represented by 
the WTO, World Bank, IMF, NAFTA and the proposed Free 
Trade of the Americas (FTAA). 

Reclaim the Streets of Denver! Join us to confront 
the parade, end this symbol of racism and geno­
cide, and transform Columbus Day into a symbol 
of cultural diversity and globalization from below. 

For more information, go to: 
transformcolumbusday.org 

PeJ.&J.flanent A.utonolflous Zone Confet4ence 

August 31-September 3, 2001, Labor Day Weekend, Louisville, Kentucky 
PA£ Conference, POB 4964, Louisville, KY 40204 

www.infoshop.org/paz/index.html 

WHAT IS A PAZ? WE OFFER THESE DEFINITIONS: 

An autonomous collectively-run community center, a community living space (communes, squats, self-sustaining 
villages and treehouses), independent and/or free schools, self-education centers, a community garden or greenspace 
and efforts to preserve nature. A non-authoritarian news organization, publisher; low po~er or pirate station, infos­
hop, Internet service provider or other nonprofit group that provides a service to the community Collectively-run 
organizations or networks that promote non-hierarchical principles and localized autonomy. Any continuous space, 
group, co-op, or individual effort accessible to a community that is founded on anti-authoritarian principles and 
autonomy within an egalitarian community. A PAZ is not .controlled by the government or a religion. 

***ABOUT THE CONFERENCE ***This is the first annual conference about Permanent Autonomous Zones. It aims 
to promote the institutions we are creating which provide alternatives to those controlled by government or profit-
motivated forces. , 

Questions this conference will pose include: What kinds of PAZes exist right now? How do we begin a new PAZ or 
improve an old one? Where do we get the startup funds? How do we structure it? What can we do to increase mem­
bership and attract more reliable members? How do we overcome the unique problems encountered by organizations 
that are collectively-run, such as making sure all members of the community (women, people of color, etc.) have an 
equal voice? How can we ensure that responsibility won't fall onto one or two "leaders?" How can we ensure that our 
organizations will have the independence and strength to continue after we do? 
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REd E 5 i G N iN G L i f E? The Worldwide Challenge to Genetic Engineering 
Brian Tokar, editor of the recently published anthology Redesigning Life? will be on tour starting this Fall to pro­

mote this important new examination of the worldwide challenge to genetic engineering. 
Redesigning Life? offers the most comprehensive study to date of the hidden hazards of the new genetic tech­

nologies and the emergence of worldwide resistance. Twenty-six international critics offer their analyses of the 
issues, the social and ethical implications and the stories that lie behind the headlines that have brought genet­
ic engineering to the forefront of public controversy. 

If you are interested in hosting a talk as part of this tour, please visit our website, email or call for additional infor­
mation. If you would like to arrange a public talk as part of this tour, please confirm your interest as soon as possible. 

Social Ecology Speakers Bureau: Tel/ Fax: (514) 421-3515 
speak@social-ecology.org; www.social-ecology.org/speak 
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How'bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 

... and get some free music too! 

Subscriber Name-----------......------
Address ____________________ _ 

City ___________ State __ Zip ____ _ 

Phone Country _______ _ 

Credit Card Orders 
Visa I MC (circle one) 
Card# 

Exp. date (month/year)--------

Email ______________ _ O Check for a free merchandise catalog 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
0 $500 Lifetime Subscription 

0 $30 Regular Rate ($25 low income) 
0 $40 Anonymous Envelope 

0 $40 Surface Mail, International 
0 $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
0 $50 Air Mail, International 

0 $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 
0$75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

$ ______________ __ 

O Check here for a free "Keep it Wild!" EF! Music compilation tape with 
yotir subscription to the Earth First! Journal 

L---------------------------------------~ 
WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T 
CHANGE THE WORLD? 

Check out E/The Environmental 
Magazine and learn how you can 

make a difference in your world! 

Whether you want to simply "green up" you own 
personallifestyle-{)r join in efforts to clean up 

oceans, save wildlife, or eliminate pesticides from our 
food-E will inform and inspire you six times per year! 

E covers the "big" issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and 
the impacts of growing population-all with contact information so you can 
plug into efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E's "Green Living" departments 
will provide you with loads of information and ideas for living more in 
harmony with the Earth. 

"Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?" 
-Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 

SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 

1 d s E trial issue ofE/The Environmental Magazine. If! like 1 
l!J JE for one year 

I $19.95 . If not, I'll just return the subscription invoice I 
I marked "cancel" and return it to you. The FREE issue is mine to keep with I 
I no cost or obligation to me. 1 

I 
~~NA~M~E~---------------------------------

I ADDRESS 

1==~=-~--------------------1 CITY, STATE, ZIP 

• 
• - I 

ffi I 
<Zl 

-ct: I 
I E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 1 

For Faster Service Call1-800-967-8572 or Visit Our Website at www.emagazlne.com 
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Support the 
Earth First! Journal with 

every long distance call 

you make. 

EarthPhone 
Sign up for C.A. Affinity Long Distance and get 
top-quality service, competitive rates and the 
satisfaction of knowing that 5% of your bill goes 
to the Earth First! Journal each month. 

Sign up online: 
www.progressiveportal.org/affinity 

or contact Steve Freedkin at (510) 644-2778 or 
Steve@lnternetAddress.com; call C.A. Affinity 
directly at (800) 670-0008 and give these codes 
to credit Earth First! Journal: 

Org #671050-000 Rep# 141-0142-85 



"Perhaps the .J.st environmental book l ·.•·haveeverread." 
· . . (Ark Env. Educ. Assn. Newsletter) 

IPJ®iilm1t 
Searching for a Spirituallfllfl~lJ'Jflf .. Jtlft 

NEWI • 298 pages • 5"x8" • $14 + $5 Slh • ISBN 1964425858 

Why would one species on Earth undermine its own life support systems? What deficiency in 
human consciousness forces us to over-consume and pollute? Scientists predict a global ecological 
collapse within 40 years. Dick and Shrub don't care. Does anyone? 

What they're saying about Balance point: 
Today's Librarian: ·~n engaging and enlightening book- as well as a disturbing warning to us all." 
Napra Revjew: "This intriguing story of a search for something so mysterious that the main character 

,...,.....,...,._,. doesn't even know what it is, or how to recognize if if he finds it, touches on spirituality, science, 
mathematics, and economics." The Comoendium Newsletter: "The reader is drawn into the amazing and 

powerful adventure of the author as he travels throughout the world in search for answers." 

Joseph Jenkins' first two titles, the Humanure Handbook and the Slate Roof Bible, have been recognized at the 
1998 and 2001 Three Rivers Environmental Awards, the 2000 Foreword Magazine Book of the Year Awards, 
2000 Benjamin Franklin Awards, 2001 Gold Circle Awards, .and the 2000 Independent Publisher Outstanding 
Book of the Year Awards. Balance Point is his third work. All three are available by calling : 

800-639-4099 (Chelsea Green Publishing, PO Box 428, White River Jet., VT 05001) 
or discounted on the web at amazon.com or bn.com. Visit the author's web site at: 

www.jenkinspublishing.com 
Jenkins Publishing, PO Box 607, Grove City1 PA 16127 USA • (800) 689-3233 

Green Anarchy #5 
This issue includes Northwest Heats Up, 
the EZLN is Not Anarchist, Stuck in the 
Mud of Ideology: A Response to Stick it to 
the Manarchy, Police State in Davos­
Riots in Zurich, and much more. 

Only $2 per issue or $10 for a five-issue 
subscription: 

POB 11331 
Eugene, OR 97440 
U$A 

Concerned c5inq/es _, 
links compatible, socially conscious 

singles who care about the 
earth,the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide • All Ages 
Straight/Gay • Since 1984 

FREE SAMPLE 
ll::D Box 444-EF, 

Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
'a' 413-445-6309 

www.concernedsingles.com 

~(~f1U 
eC1ve~J 

A journal 
ur Evolving 

Ecological Culture 

"Bravo to all of you for the spirit and 
content of Talking Leaves. It always 
makes me feel good." 

-Paul Winter 

"You've managed to meld art with 
substance, and hope with reality, to 
create the most soulful environmen­
tal journal of all time." 

-Deana Waite 

"rn'n""TPVOice for our evolving ecological 
culture, expressing and inspiring the deep heart connection that 
precedes meaningful changes in how we live on this planet. 

Talking Leaves brings together practical information, personal stories, 
global networking resources, insight and inspiration. 

Subscribe! One year (3 issues) $18, Sample copy $6 

www.talkinglcaves.org • (541) 937-3351 
Rl868 Lost Valley Lane, Dexter, OR 97431 
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ALABAMA 
University of Alabama EF! 
POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
ua-earthfirst@antisocial.com 
ALASKA 
Alaska Action Center 
(907) 56-EARTH 
akaction@alaska.com 
ARIZONA 
Tucson EF! 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
az_earth_first@hotmail.com 
Ponderosa Wingnuts 
2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
(520) 774-6542 
Wildfire Infoshop 
POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 
Riff Raff Collective 
214 N. McKormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 
(520) 541-9162 
Phoenix EF! 
POB 1601, Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
phoenixef@excite.com 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 
POB 28, Arcata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; 
ncef@humboldt1 .com 
Sierra EF! 
228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Sonoma County EF! 
POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 
POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 848-8724 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sequoia EF! 
POB 1108, Exeter, CA 93221 
exetrade@aol.com 
Santa Barbara EF! 
POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
(310) 396-3254; 392-9965 (fax); 
arcla@enviroweb.org 
Mojave EF! 
POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 
POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 
POB 1463, Fullerton, CA 92836 
COLORADO 
SanJuan EF! 
POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 
www. wildernessdefense.com 
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Earth First! 
Directory 

Art Goodtimes 
POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 
POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 
POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afr@amigo.net 
FLORIDA 
Big Bend EF! 
POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 
POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050; 
clearwaterEF@juno.com 
Gainesville/lchetucknee EF! 
c/o CMC 1021 W. University Ave, 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(352) 373-0010; 
gainesvilleEF@ziplip.com 
Alachua EF! 
POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Lake Worth EF! 
POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
littleprince 1 @juno. com 
Stone Soup Collective 
1020 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806 
(407) 719-6639 . 
GEORGIA 
Katiiah Foothills EF! 
POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 
foothills@katuah.org 
HAWAII 
Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 
IDAHO 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
ILLINOIS 
Red Gate EF! 
3400 W. lllth St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 
Shawnee EF! 
913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; 
sprklblu@siu.edu 
The Brokedowns 
857 Illinois Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 
grozzybrokedown@hotmail.com 
INDIANA 
Buffalo Trace EF! 
POB3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
IOWA 
Prairie Fire EF! 
POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 
(913) 461-8583; 
prairiefireef@hotmail.com 
KANSAS 
Tornado Alley Resistance 
tyezart@yahoo.com 

LOUISIANA 
New Orleans EF! 
(504) 561-8182 
vedanta28@hotmail.com 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 
5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 
POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 
72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31, 
Boston, MA 02215 
(617) 859~8155 
MICHIGAN 
Huron River Valley EF! 
POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Popular Power 
POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
MINNESOTA 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale AveS., Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; 
paarise@mtn.org 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 580407, Mpls, MN 55458 
(612) 362-3387; 
churchofdeepecology@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 
POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 
Boundary Waters EF! 
7908 Minnetonka Blvd, 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; 
smgbecker@aol.com 
MISSOURI 
Ray 0. McCall 
Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 
POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205 
(573) 443-6832 
Chinquapin Resistance/Confluence 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 773-2842 
MONTANA 
Wild Rockies EF!!Wild Rockies 
Review 
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 721-3494; 
wref@wildrockies.org 
Yellowstone EF! 
POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 
Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEVADA 
Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, 
NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 



NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 
POB 263, North Hampton, NH 03862 
NEW JERSEY 
Green Vigilance 
46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 
North Jersey EF! 
58 Warren Road, West Orange, NJ 07052 
(973) 731-2162; dlstraught@aol.com 
NEW MEXICO 
New Mexico Direct Action 
POB 452, Las Vegas, NM 87701 
actionnm@yahoo.com 
NEW YORK 
NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; 925-8715 (fax); 
adam@wetlands-preserve.org 
Foghorn 
POB 889, Westhampton 
Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 
(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 
SUNY, Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050; 
offeditor@hotmail.com 
Vegan Noise 
paralipsis@crosswinds.net 
Project Harmony 
216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
Natural Island Eco-collective 
POB 237, East Setauket, NY 11733 
naturalislandecocollective@hotmail.com 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Rustic Revolt 
112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958 
(252) 662-2878 
KatUah EF! 
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; 
mountainfaction@cs.com 
QHIQ 
Cleveland EF! 
17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 
POB 17, U of C, Cincinnati, OH 4522 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 
Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
oearthfirst@oberlin.edu 

" Lake Erie EF! 
2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 
c/o Acme Co-op, 23 Elliott St, 
Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581; home@frognet.net 
OREGON 
Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; 
pseudotsuga@earthlink.net 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Canopy Action Network 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; 
greencanopy@popmail.com 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 

Blue Heron Earth First! 
Student Action Office, Reed College, 
Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112 x7875 
Kalmiopsis EF! 
POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; 
lukas@cdsnet .net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 
POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
102 Tqird St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 223-4996; 223-4997 (fax); 
adp@envirolink.org 
TENNESSEE 
KatUah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; 
johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
French's Lick EF! 
200 Creekwood Dr, Whitehouse, TN 37188 
Katuah EF!/River Faction 
POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 
(865) 633-8483; 
kropotkin@hushmail.com 
Smokey Mtn. EF! 
400 Park Rd #115, Sevierville, TN 37862 
TI.XAS 
EF! Austin 
2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
EF! San Antonio 
(210) 822-7646; lmg1271@netscape.net 
South Texas EF! 
4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 
Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 
PMB 413, 1302 Waugh Dr, 
Houston, TX 77019 
(713) 294-HOPE 
Dallas EF! 
POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382 
.!.ITAH 
Wild Wasatch Front 
864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

Rainbow Bridge EF! 
rainbowbridgeef@aol.com 
VERMONT 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
Save the Corporations from Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; 254-7358 (fax) 
VIRGINIA 
Virginia EF! 
Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
EF! Collective 
321 South Laurel St, Richmond, VA, 23220 
(804) 643-5 190; 
earthfirstRVA@end-war.com 
Blue Ridge Earth First! 
POB 1891, Charlottesville, VA 22903-0591 
(804) 971-1553; 
earthfirst@biogate.com 
DC Area EF! 
nightbrigade@girlmail.com 
WASHINGTON 
Shuksan Direct Action 
POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 
shuksandirect@hotmail.com 
Seattle EF! 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
tel/fax (206) 632-1656; 
sea-ef@scn.org 
Direct Action Network 

· POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network 
POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 
wildcascadia@yahoo.com 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 
WISCONSIN 
Midwest Headwaters EF! 
31 Univ. Sq, Four Lakes-Madison, WI 53715 
(608) 262-9036 
Chippewa Valley EF! 
POB 1151, Eau Claire, WI 54702 
(608) 782-6997 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 
POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
skulnrs@aol.com 
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International Directory 
Fife EF! 

There is an international Earth First! web 
page at: www.snet.co.uk/ef/ 

AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 
POB 1059, Maleney, Qld 4552 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
Rainforest Information r~-.._ . .,.,. 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 
(066) 21-85-05 
CANADA 
EF! Manitoba 
599 Talbot Ave, Wi.Jrtmloe~r 
Manitoba R2L 
(204) '7vv-7V, ><-

EF! l<A~.- ... ~~· 

Car 
Kratka 26, 100 
(420) 2781-0849; 
carbusters@ecn.cz 
EIRE 
An Talamh Glas c/o .-vv~·••<>·, 
robatg@hotmail.com 
ENGLAND 
Morethan 50 Earth First! nn.1 rnn;r.nl P .rF1 

dired action groups exist in the 
dom." There are also a number of other anar­
chist/revolutionary groups and projects. For a 
list or for general news {Tom the UK, contad: 
EF! Action Update 
POB 487 Norwich NR2 3AL, 0160-3219811 
efactionupdate@bigfoot.com 
Manchester EF! 
A30, c/o Dept.29, 255 Wilmslow Road, 
Manchester M14 5LW 
0161-226-6814; 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
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.tao.ca/-ban 
Cold Rivers 

1, Missoula, MT 59807 
~"vh+f4(J6) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 

~?tiift5Wffff4i%"''"' J . EF! Direct Action Fund POB 40, 
tel/fax 48-33 (8) 183153 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 
91-038, Lodz 
48-42-653-38-16 
goral@tewoz.most.org. pi 
RUSSIA 
ECODEFENSE! 
Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
tel/fax 7 (0112) 43-72-86; 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 
(095) 954-91-93; rk@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers ; 
POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 
7 (09131) 4 15 14; rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru . 
SCOTLAND 
GlasgowEF! 
POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339-8009 
424 3688 (fax); scotree@gn.apc.org 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 
North American ELF Press Office 
POB 4783, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 478-0902; elfpress@tao.ca; 
www.earthliberationfront.com 
North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 
(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax); 
naalfpo@tao.ca 
GenetiX Alert 
787 Ellsworth, Memphis, TN 38111 
(901) 438-9907 
genetixalert@tao.ca 
www.tao.ca/-ban/gapo.htm 

Send directory changes to: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 



Cubed for convenience 

The Associated Press 

Local farmers prepare to ship square watermelons in Zentsuji, in 
southwestern Japan. The melons are grown in square tempered­
glass molds, making them easier to fit into the fridge. No word 
on whether they'll be coming to the United States. Price tag: $83. 
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