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In two ways, Dave Foreman was a wise guy.
Adversaries and devotees alike knew him as charismatic gang leader of a criminal conspiracy.

The same was said of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr., but today, their lawbreaking
is widely considered to have been morally justifiable and socially salutary. So will much of
lawbreaking by environmentalists trying to prevent the collapse of Earth’s living systems.

Foreman was as wise in another sense. He was a student of history, politics, ecology, and
environmentalism, which led him to think deeply, strategically, and provoca;vely, but also in
nuanced ways, about our place in the world and responsibilities to it.

For me, he has been an exceptionally important muse. So has the movement he inspired. (From the

essay)
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