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Capitalism and communism have been fighting each other for more than a century and a half,
until now the fight seems to have exhausted itself. A third and highly appealing alternative is
emerging, the ecological civilization, which purports to be guided not by individual or class
appetites and interests but by altruism, reason, and knowledge. It comes out of the natural
sciences, and clearly, we cannot go forward without help from that direction. Any plausible
discussion of the state of civilization for our time must start with the preeminence of the natural
sciences, especially ecology, and the problems of the earth.
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The ecological civilization challenges the economic growth and distribution of wealth, matters
over which capitalism and communism have long wrangled. It emphasizes instead the ecosphere,
seeks knowledge of all ecosystems and species on earth, and teaches responsibility for them. The
ecological civilization calls for linking the welfare of the earth to the welfare of humankind,
whatever that may imply about wealth or justice. (From the article)

This article was originally published in Springs: The Rachel Carson Center Review . The journal is an online
publication featuring peer-reviewed articles, creative nonfiction, and artistic contributions that showcase the
work of the Rachel Carson Center and its community across the world.
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