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An explosive geopolitical landscape is confronting the world. It centers around Sino-American
hyper-competition. The US-China rift, in fact, has become even more pronounced after the 2022
Russian invasion of Ukraine that pitted the NATO alliance against Russia and stoked Cold War
sensibilities. Washington vociferously criticizes Beijing for not condemning President Vladimir
Putin’s actions and for deepening the Sino-Russian partnership. Already in 2009, the United
States had awoken to the realization that China has risen to become not only the second largest
economy, but also an acknowledged world power. The academy, think tanks, the media, and
policymakers in the West, particularly in the US, are inwardly lamenting what they now view as

https://unsplash.com/photos/ieCOqZiE-G4


Periodicals Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
“Can Brussels and Beijing Get It Right? Twenty-First Century Ecological Geopolitics”
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/9466
Print date: 15 July 2025 09:30:05

the mistake of engaging and helping China rise quickly and effectively. Realists, in particular,
perceive this as an egregious error of judgement on the part of the US. Moreover, strong advocates
of Sino-US cooperation are also now trying to modify their analyses, and are projecting the belief
that collaboration on significant world problems can continue even under intense rivalry frames.
(From the article)

This article was originally published in Springs: The Rachel Carson Center Review . The journal is an online
publication featuring peer-reviewed articles, creative nonfiction, and artistic contributions that showcase the
work of the Rachel Carson Center and its community across the world.
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