
Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Old English Ecotheology: The Exeter Book
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/9401
Print date: 26 February 2026 09:15:54

Multimedia Library Collection: Books & Profiles

Old English Ecotheology: The Exeter Book

Barajas, Courtney

Old English Ecotheology. Cover.

© 2021 Amsterdam University Press

The copyright holder reserves, or holds for their
own use, all the rights provided by copyright
law, such as distribution, performance, and
creation of derivative works.

Barajas, Courtney. Old English Ecotheology: The Exeter Book. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2021.

Old English Ecotheology examines the impact of environmental crises on early medieval English
theology and poetry. Like their modern counterparts, theologians at the turn of the first
millennium understood the interconnectedness of the Earth community, and affirmed the
independent subjectivity of other-than-humans. The author argues for the existence of a specific
Old English ecotheology, and demonstrates the influence of that theology on contemporaneous
poetry. Taking the Exeter Book as a microcosm of the poetic corpus, she explores the impact of
early medieval apocalypticism and environmental anxiety on Old English wisdom poems, riddles,
elegies, and saints’ lives.

—Amsterdam University Press

Old English Ecotheology by Courtney Barajas is a part of the series “Environmental Humanities in Pre-Modern
Cultures ,” published by Amsterdam University Press.
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