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Literary scholars have traditionally understood landscapes, whether natural or manmade, as
metaphors for humanity instead of concrete settings for people’s actions. This book accepts the
natural world as such by investigating how Anglo-Saxons interacted with and conceived of their
lived environments. Examining Old English poems, such as Beowulf and Judith, as well as
descriptions of natural events from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle and other documentary texts,
Heide Estes shows that Anglo-Saxon ideologies which view nature as diametrically opposed to
humans, and the natural world as designed for human use, have become deeply embedded in our
cultural heritage, language, and more.

—Amsterdam University Press

Anglo-Saxon Literary Landscapes by Heide Estes is a part of the series “Environmental Humanities in Pre-

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://www.aup.nl/en/book/9789089649447/anglo-saxon-literary-landscapes
https://www.aup.nl/en/series/environmental-humanities-in-pre-modern-cultures


Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Anglo-Saxon Literary Landscapes: Ecotheory and the Environmental Imagination
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/9400
Print date: 13 February 2026 08:44:48

Modern Cultures ,” published by Amsterdam University Press.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International
License .

Download: 
Full book https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/9789048528387_wm.pdf

Related links: 

Amsterdam University Press 
https://www.aup.nl/en/book/9789462985971/early-modern-ecologies
Baker & Taylor Publisher Services (North American distributor) 
http://shop.btpubservices.com/Title/9789462985971
Environmental Humanities in Pre-Modern Cultures (book series) 
https://www.aup.nl/en/series/environmental-humanities-in-pre-modern-cultures

Websites linked in this text:

https://www.aup.nl/en/book/9789089649447/anglo-saxon-literary-landscapes

https://www.aup.nl/en/series/environmental-humanities-in-pre-modern-cultures

https://www.aup.nl/en/series/environmental-humanities-in-pre-modern-cultures
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/9789048528387_wm.pdf
https://www.aup.nl/en/book/9789462985971/early-modern-ecologies
http://shop.btpubservices.com/Title/9789462985971
https://www.aup.nl/en/series/environmental-humanities-in-pre-modern-cultures
https://www.aup.nl/en/book/9789089649447/anglo-saxon-literary-landscapes
https://www.aup.nl/en/series/environmental-humanities-in-pre-modern-cultures

