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In recent weeks, political commentators and some Canadian politicians have questioned and even
denied that Canada has a history of systemic racism. To most Canadian historians, however,
systemic racism is an obvious and pernicious part of the history of this country. The same is true in
Canadian environmental history and evident in the legacies of environmental racism... . The field
of environmental racism emerged in the 1980s in the US out of the scholarship on environmental
justice and the work of the Commission for Racial Justice. It examines the ways in which racism
shaped inequitable exposure to environmental hazards and access to natural resources. In
Canadian history, environmental racism is mediated through the structures of settler colonialism
upon which the country was founded.

(Source: Nature’s Past)

Music credits: “Moments of Inspiration” by Akashic Records and “Rise and Shine” by Seastock.

Nature’s Past podcasts are posted on a monthly basis on the website of the Network in Canadian History &
Environment / Nouvelle initiative Canadienne en histoire de 'environnement (NiCHE). The podcasts contain
discussion about the environmental history community and research in Canada. They are hosted by Sean Kheraj,
an assistant professor in the Department of History at York University in Toronto, Canada.
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