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In recent years, the honeybee has become a focus of public attention. Stylized in the socio-political
discourse as an indicator of the health of the world, it has thus become the likeable “postergirl” of
the insects threatened by environmental degradation. Countless newspaper articles on the topic of
honeybee decline have been published in recent years, often in connection with the question of
whether the bees’ death would also deprive humans of their livelihood. In this discourse, however,
a central point seemed to receive comparatively little attention: Currently it must be assumed that
there is a beekeeping person behind almost every honeybee that floats on our meadows, gardens,
and balconies. If there is a beekeeper involved in all these bee colonies, shouldn’t we know more
about these people? What different motivations do they have for beekeeping and what problems
do they face? What is their attitude towards their bees and how is it reflected in beekeepers’
different solution strategies? (From the English summary)
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