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It is not widely known that many Australian colonial natural history collections are represented in
German museums and herbaria, nor that there are initiatives to transform these artefacts of
colonial heritage and science back into objects from living cultures with living custodians and their
own stories to tell. Dr Johann August Ludwig Preiss (1811–1883) played a significant role in this
evolving story as the first professional botanist to collect systematically in the Colony of Western
Australia from 1838 to 1842.

© 2020 Anna Haebich and Griffith University

 

 

Download: 
Download article https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/gr69_haebich_copy.pdf

Related links: 

“A German Botanists Passion for Australia’s Natural History,” interview with Anna Haebich 
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/latenightlive/german-botanist-in-wa/12761494
Ludwig Leichhardt: A German Explorer’s Letters Home from Australia (virtual exhibition) 
https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc/6348
“Recollecting the ‘prodotti vegetali’ of the Natural History Museum, University of Florence.” Arcadia, 2020. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/arcadia/recollecting-prodotti-vegetali-natural-history-museum-university-f
lorence

https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/gr69_haebich_copy.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/latenightlive/german-botanist-in-wa/12761494
https://doi.org/10.5282/rcc/6348
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/arcadia/recollecting-prodotti-vegetali-natural-history-museum-university-florence
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/arcadia/recollecting-prodotti-vegetali-natural-history-museum-university-florence


Periodicals Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
“Negotiating Botanical Collections: Dr Johann Preiss in Germany and Western Australia”
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/9137
Print date: 24 May 2025 07:47:21

Griffith Review 
https://www.griffithreview.com/articles/negotiating-botanical-collections/

https://www.griffithreview.com/articles/negotiating-botanical-collections/

