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This article tells the epic tale of the fall and rise of Mono Lake— the strange and beautiful Dead
Sea of California—which fostered some of the most important environmental law developments
of the last century, and which has become a platform for some of the most potentially important
developments in the new century. It shares the backstory and legacy of the California Supreme
Court’s famous decision in National Audubon Society v. Superior Court, 658 P.2d 709 (Cal. 1983),
known more widely as “the Mono Lake case.” Inspired by innovative legal scholarship and
advocacy, the decision spawned a quiet legal revolution in public trust ideals, which has redounded

to other states and even nations.
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