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We see evidence every day that petroleum fuels much in modern life, from the cars we drive, the
planes that take us on long distance trips, or the ships that bring innumerable consumer goods
across oceans. Push a little deeper, and we can talk about the role of petroleum in the production
of the twentieth century revolution in plastics production, or the geopolitical conflicts that flow in
to and out of oil producing regions.

We don’t often think of the influence of oil on culture, the novels we read, the films we watch, and
the rhythm of everyday life.

On this first episode of the Crosscurrents podcast, I spoke with Memorial University English
Professors Danine Farquaharson and Fiona Polack about their involvement with the broad
“Petrocultures” research network, and their own project called “Cold Water Oil.” (Text from The
Nexus Centre )

Your browser does not support the audio element.

petroculturesfinal. mp3, by eluciano

Music credits: “Reverie (small theme) ”, “Ice and Chilli ” by _ghost.

Crosscurrents is the podcast series of The Nexus Centre , meant to highlight interdisciplinary research initiatives
primarily within the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of Memorial University of Newfoundland,
Canada. The series features interviews and group discussions with leading researchers in the faculty and across
the university and is hosted by John Sandlos.

This podcast is licensed Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0
Unported (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).
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