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Environmental activism has a long history in Canada. Like others around the world, in the late
1960s and early 1970s, Canadians became involved in a number of environmental non-
governmental organizations. Picking up on a prevailing spirit of protest during the era, several
environmental problems surfaced as popular political issues: air pollution, water pollution, solid
waste disposal, among many others.

Out of this came one of the first ENGOs in Canadian history, Pollution Probe. Born at the
University of Toronto in 1969, the nascent group focused its efforts on new concerns regarding air
pollution in Canada. It would go on to become one of the most influential environmental groups
in Ontario and even shape a national environmental movement in Canada.

Scholarly research on the history of the environmental movement in Canada is limited. A couple
of years ago, we published two episodes of Nature’s Past on the history of the Canadian
environmental movement.

Now there are a handful of new books on the topic, including the recently-published The First
Green Wave: Pollution Probe and the Origins of Environmental Activism in Ontario.
 (From Nature’s Past)
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Nature’s Past podcasts are posted on a monthly basis on the website of the Network in Canadian History &
Environment / Nouvelle initiative Canadienne en histoire de l’environnement (NiCHE). The podcasts contain
discussion about the environmental history community and research in Canada. They are hosted by Sean Kheraj,
an assistant professor in the Department of History at York University in Toronto, Canada.

  This podcast is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0
International License.
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