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Seven thousand five hundred square miles! It was a small kingdom! And it was all henceforth to be
under Government control, removed from the operation of any other Act except the Criminal
Code. The Commissioner and his small staff were to initiate policies of protection and
development, to discharge on behalf of the Government a new public trust. When he had been
offered the post, he had accepted it light-heartedly, thinking that the care of a few beautiful places
would be almost too easy and delightful a task. “National Parks!” It was a strange, almost
meaningless term, conveying little to the imagination. In Europe kings and great noblemen had
had their parks for centuries, as preserves for their game and pleasure grounds for a select few.
There had been, too, the small ornamental parks of the cities with their ordered flower beds, trim
walks, and stretches of smooth green lawn. But these National Parks, it appeared, were something
quite different. (Text from Chapter 1)

The 1936 Guardians of the Wild, the first book written by M. B. Williams, is also the first history of the
Canadian national parks system. It was written and published in Great Britain, and Williams never mentions her
own part in that history.
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