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Declining access to fresh water is one of the twenty-first century’s most pressing environmental
and human rights challenges, yet the struggle for water is not a new cause. The 8,800-kilometer
border dividing Canada and the United States contains more than 20 percent of the world’s total
freshwater resources, and Border Flows traces the century-long effort by Canada and the United
States to manage and care for their ecologically and economically shared rivers and lakes. Ranging
across the continent, from the Great Lakes to the Northwest Passage to the Salish Sea, the histories
in Border Flows offer critical insights into the historical struggle to care for these vital waters. From
multiple perspectives, the book reveals alternative paradigms in water history, law, and policy at
scales from the local to the transnational. Students, concerned citizens, and policymakers alike will
benefit from the lessons to be found along this critical international border. (Source: University of
Calgary Press )

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://press.ucalgary.ca/books/9781552388952
https://press.ucalgary.ca/books/9781552388952


Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Border Flows: A Century of the Canadian-American Water Relationship
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/8323
Print date: 04 July 2026 14:51:51

The Canadian History and Environment series explores topical issues in Canadian history as seen through an
environmental lens, and is published in partnership with the Network in Canadian History &
Environment/Nouvelle initiative canadienne en histoire de l’environnement (NiCHE) . 
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