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This essay discusses the changing notions of landscape and nature at work in the video
installation Mountain Pine Beetle and explores some of the forces that eventuated in the
devastated landscapes of the Rocky Mountain West brought on by the infestation of the
mountain pine beetle beginning in the early 2000s—an infestation caused, in no small part, by
what some scientists have called a perfect storm of circumstances created by global warming. For
this project, the landscape becomes a site of inscription of forces that operate both above and
below human scales of perception and interaction with the landscape—forces that are at once
geological, economic, and geopolitical. (Text from authors’ abstract)
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