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Hellbender Journal is a voice for forest activists working towards the protection of the Allegheny Forests in
Pennsylvania. This issue focuses on the North Country National Scenic Trail, and the challenges of ending oil
and gas drilling on the Allegheny.
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The last month has been a real lesson in not letting yourself get too comfortable. For the past
couple of months, the Forest Service has been relatively quiet, on the timber sale front
anyway. […] On March 2, however, we were greatly surprised when the Forest Plan Amendment
and 15 timber sale Supplemental Environmental Assessments all appeared in our mailbox. Five
more Supplemental EA’s and the long-awaited new sensitive species list arrived shortly thereafter.
It is clear that this barrage from the Forest Service is an attempt to overwhelm the public with
projects to comment on.

—Rachel Martin
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