Environment & Society Portal

Multimedia Library Collection: Books & Profiles

The Limits to Growth: A Report for the Club of Rome’s Project on the
Predicament of Mankind

Meadows, Donella H., Dennis L. Meadows, Jergen Randers, and William W. Behrens III

'E THELIMITS TO

[«

Donella H. Meadows
Donnis L. Moadows
d¢rgen Randers
William W. Behrens il

W @ HiMOWS Oi SLimiT 3L

A Report for THE CLUB OF ROME'S Project on the
= Prodicament of Mankind

2 | R aroromse associres soox s

i

The Limits to Growth. Cover.

The copyright holder reserves, or holds for their
own use, all the rights provided by copyright
law, such as distribution, performance, and

creation of derivative works.

Meadows, Donella H., and the Club of Rome. The Limits to growth; a report for the Club of Rome’s project on the
predicament of mankind. New York: Universe Books, 1972.

The message of this book still holds today: The earth’s interlocking resources — the global system
of nature in which we all live — probably cannot support present rates of economic and population
growth much beyond the year 2100, if that long, even with advanced technology. In the summer
of 1970, an international team of researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology began a
study of the implications of continued worldwide growth. They examined the five basic factors
that determine and, in their interactions, ultimately limit growth on this planet-population
increase, agricultural production, nonrenewable resource depletion, industrial output, and
pollution generation. The MIT team fed data on these five factors into a global computer model
and then tested the behavior of the model under several sets of assumptions to determine
alternative patterns for mankind’s future. The Limits to Growth is the nontechnical report of their
findings. The book contains a message of hope, as well: Man can create a society in which he can
live indefinitely on earth if he imposes limits on himself and his production of material goods to
achieve a state of global equilibrium with population and production in carefully selected balance.
(Text from the Club of Rome )
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Read the book here .

Related links:

e Club of Rome website

https://www.clubofrome.org/
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