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Climate is an enduring idea and also a powerful one; and, like any interesting word, it defies easy
definition. The idea of climate today is most commonly associated with the discourse of climate
change and its scientific, political, economic, religious, ethical and social dimensions. I have
written about these in Why We Disagree About Climate Change, but before we can understand
the cultural politics of climate change, I believe we need a richer understanding of the idea of
climate itself. My argument is that climate—as it is imagined and acted upon— needs to be
understood, first and foremost, culturally and that the environmental humanities can enrich and
deepen such an understanding. (Text from author)
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