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Considerable energy has been devoted by conservationists, activists, and academics in bringing to
light nonhuman suffering. We can now turn to abundant evidence that nonhuman creatures
matter politically, ethically, and that they pulse with world-making vitality. Yet, if more-than-
human and multispecies approaches have tracked the complex inter-weavings of humans and
nonhumans, in so doing they have tended to emphasize co-presence, vitality, and affirmative ways
of “being with.” By contrast, and in line with recent work that has stressed the difficulties of caring
for “unloved others,” for dealing with subversive, “lively commodities,” or the monstrous insect,
this special section takes up the task of considering how multispecies flourishing works when the
creatures are awkward, when togetherness is difficult, when vulnerability is in the making, and
death is at hand. (Text from authors’ introduction)
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