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In the pre-modern era, city-wide fires posed one of the greatest imaginable catastrophes: they
turned cities into ashes, and served as warnings of the limits of humans controlling nature. Fire
insurance, an invention of the seventeenth century, was a precursor to contemporary insurance
giants and one of the earliest forms of institutionalized disaster surveillance. This volume traces the
extent, character and perception of large fire catastrophes, as well as the development of insurance
from its beginnings in fifteenth century Germany and England to the globalization of the
nineteenth century and the new metropoles in Turkey, India and the USA. (Text adapted
from Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht  and the Rachel Carson Center )

Read the introduction here . 

http://www.v-r.de/en/der_gezaehmte_prometheus/t-2/1007062/
http://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/publications/umwelt_und_gesellschaft/index.html
http://www.v-r.de/pdf/titel_inhalt_und_leseprobe/1007062/inhaltundleseprobe_9783525317082.pdf


Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Der gezähmte Prometheus: Feuer und Sicherheit zwischen Früher Neuzeit und Moderne
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7740
Print date: 17 April 2026 23:35:23

Websites linked in this text:

http://www.v-r.de/en/der_gezaehmte_prometheus/t-2/1007062/

http://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/publications/umwelt_und_gesellschaft/index.html

http://www.v-r.de/pdf/titel_inhalt_und_leseprobe/1007062/inhaltundleseprobe_9783525317082.pdf

http://www.v-r.de/en/der_gezaehmte_prometheus/t-2/1007062/
http://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/publications/umwelt_und_gesellschaft/index.html
http://www.v-r.de/pdf/titel_inhalt_und_leseprobe/1007062/inhaltundleseprobe_9783525317082.pdf

