
Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"Remediation and Respect: Do Remediation Technologies Alter Our Responsibility?"
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7510
Print date: 02 February 2026 19:59:33

Multimedia Library Collection: Environmental Values (journal)

"Remediation and Respect: Do Remediation Technologies Alter Our
Responsibility?"

Hale, Benjamin, and W. P. Grundy

Hale, Benjamin, and W. P. Grundy. “Remediation and Respect: Do Remediation Technologies Alter Our
Responsibility?” Environmental Values 18, no. 4 (2009): 397–415. doi: 10.3197/096327109X12532653285696
. Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library.
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7510.

In this paper we examine the relation between technologies that aim to remediate pollution and
moral responsibility. Contrary to the common view that successful remediation technologies will
permit the wheels of industry to turn without interruption, we argue that such technologies do
not exculpate polluters of responsibility. To make this case, we examine several environmental and
non-environmental cases. We suggest that some strategies for understanding the moral problem of
pollution, and particularly those that emphasise harms, exclude an important dimension of
morality. In lieu of these strategies, we employ the concept of respect to characterise the type of
attitude that underlies many of our judgments about responsibility.
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