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Energy transitions are fundamental processes behind the evolution of human societies: they both
drive and are driven by technical, economic, and social changes. In a bold and provocative
argument, Energy Transitions: History, Requirements, Prospects describes the history of modern
society’s dependence on fossil fuels and the prospects for the transition to a nonfossil world.
Vaclav Smil, who has published more on various aspects of energy than any working scientist,
makes it clear that this transition will not be accomplished easily, and that it cannot be
accomplished within the timetables established by the Obama administration.
The book begins with a survey of the basic properties of modern energy systems. It then offers
detailed explanations of universal patterns of energy transitions, the peculiarities of changing
energy use in the world’s leading economies, and the coming shifts from fossil fuels to renewable
conversions. Specific cases of these transitions are analyzed for eight of the world’s leading energy
consumers. The author closes with perspectives on the nature and pace of the coming energy
transition to renewable conversions. (Source: Praeger Publishing )

http://www.abc-clio.com/Praeger/product.aspx?pc=A2598C


Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Energy Transitions: History, Requirements, Prospects
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7397
Print date: 07 January 2026 20:04:00

Further readings: 

Smil, Vaclav. Energy at the Crossroads: Global Perspectives and Uncertainties. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2005.
Smil, Vaclav. Creating the Twentieth Century: Technical Innovations of 1867-1914 and Their Lasting Impact.
Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 2005.
Jevons, William Stanley. The Coal Question: An Inquiry Concerning the Progress of the Nation, and the Probable
Exhaustion of our Coal-Mines. 2nd, rev. edition. London: Macmillan, 1866. E-book
Droege, Peter. 100% Renewable: Energy Autonomy in Action. London: Earthscan, 2009.
McKibbin, Warwick J. "Environmental Consequences of Rising Energy Use in China."Asian Economic Policy
Review 1, no. 1 (2006): 157–74.
Scheer, Hermann. Energy Autonomy: The Economic, Social and Technological Case for Renewable Energy. London:
Earthscan, 2007.

Related links: 

Publisher’s website 
http://www.abc-clio.com/Praeger/product.aspx
Vaclav Smil, Energy Transitions (Google Books excerpt) 
https://books.google.de/books
Vaclav Smil, Energy Transitions (Waterloo Global Science Initiative) (video) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch

Websites linked in this text:

http://www.abc-clio.com/Praeger/product.aspx?pc=A2598C

http://oll.libertyfund.org/?option=com_staticxt&staticfile=show.php%3Ftitle%3D317&Itemid=27
http://www.abc-clio.com/Praeger/product.aspx?pc=A2598C
https://books.google.de/books?id=vLuT4BS_25MC&printsec=frontcover&hl=de&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NxO3s0U5WdY
http://www.abc-clio.com/Praeger/product.aspx?pc=A2598C

