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Mauch, Christof, and Sylvia Mayer, eds. American Environments: Climate–Cultures–Catastrophe. Heidelberg:
Universitätsverlag Winter, 2012.

This volume focuses on environmental knowledge production in the United States by taking as
starting points the impact of natural catastrophes and of public debates on climate change and
environmental threats. Individual chapters address the social, political, economic, ecological, as
well as cultural effects of natural catastrophes. At stake are issues such as disaster management and
politics, disaster as spectacle, and the popular imagination of catastrophe. In bringing together
historians and geographers, literary and cultural studies scholars, political scientists,
anthropologists, and scientists from the United States and Europe, this volume demonstrates that
the human experience and imagination of environment have played a truly important role in
American culture. — Universitätsverlag Winter

With contributions by:
Laurence Culver, Andreas Falke, Heike Egner, Andrew C. Isenberg, Alexa Weik von Mossner, Sherry Johnson,

https://www.winter-verlag.de/en/detail/978-3-8253-6005-4/Mauch_Mayer_Eds_American_Environments/


Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
American Environments: Climate–Cultures–Catastrophe
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7396
Print date: 07 April 2026 13:10:15
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Further readings: 

Hoffman, Susanna M., and Anthony Oliver-Smith. Catastrophe and Culture: The Anthropology of Disaster. Santa Fe
and Oxford: School of American Research Press and James Currey Publishers, 2002.
Steinberg, Ted. Acts of God: The Unnatural History of Natural Disaster in America. Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2006.
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