
, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
UN World Commission on Environment and Development, ed., Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development:
Our Common Future
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7383
Print date: 01 April 2026 14:58:56

Multimedia Library Collection:

UN World Commission on Environment and Development, ed., Report of the
World Commission on Environment and Development: Our Common Future

Our Common Future. Cover.

Free online version:
http://www.un-documents.net/ocf-a2.htm
Print version published with Oxford University
Press, 1987.

United Nations World Commission on Environment and Development, ed. Report of the World Commission on
Environment and Development: Our Common Future. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987.

The UN’s World Commission for Environment and Development, chaired by former Norwegian Prime
Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland and thus referred to as the Brundtland Commission, published the report
“Our Common Future,” also known as the “Brundtland Report,” in 1987. Influenced by the 1980 “World
Conservation Strategy ” of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) the report defined the
principle of sustainable development as “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” The publication of the report is considered a
milestone in triggering international awareness and discurse on the importance of global sustainable
development.
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Protections for the Environment." Ecology Law Quarterly 977 (1985): 977–96.
Hinrichsen, Don. Our Common Future: A Reader's Guide. The 'Brundtland Report' Explained. London: Earthscan
Ltd., 1987.

Related links: 

Our Common Future (PDF) 
http://www.un-documents.net/our-common-future.pdf
Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 
http://www.un-documents.net/unchedec.htm
What is Sustainable Development? (International Institute for Sustainable Development) 
https://www.iisd.org/sd/
“Sustainable Development: From Brundtland to Rio 2012” by John Drexhage and Deborah Murphy (PDF) 
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/climatechange/shared/gsp/docs/GSP1-6_Background%20on%20Sustainabl
e%20Devt.pdf
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