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I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet. We
need a conversation which includes everyone, since the environmental challenge we are
undergoing, and its human roots, concern and affect us all. The worldwide ecological movement
has already made considerable progress and led to the establishment of numerous organizations
committed to raising awareness of these challenges. Regrettably, many efforts to seek concrete
solutions to the environmental crisis have proved ineffective, not only because of powerful
opposition but also because of a more general lack of interest. Obstructionist attitudes, even on the
part of believers, can range from denial of the problem to indifference, nonchalant resignation or
blind confidence in technical solutions. We require a new and universal solidarity. As the bishops
of Southern Africa have stated: “Everyone’s talents and involvement are needed to redress the
damage caused by human abuse of God’s creation”. […] All of us can cooperate as instruments of
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God for the care of creation, each according to his or her own culture, experience, involvements
and talents. (Source: Official Website )

Click here to read the full text of the Encyclical Letter.

Further readings: 

Chrulew, Matthew. "Francis's Planetary Practice." Environmental Humanities 8, no. 2 (2016): 245-250.
doi:10.1215/22011919-3664351.
Deane-Drummond, Celia. "Pope-Francis: Priest and Prophet in the Anthropocene." Environmental Humanities 8,
no. 2 (2016): 256-262. doi:10.1215/22011919-3664369.
Goodchild, Philip. "Creation, Sin, and Debt: A Response to the Papal Encyclical Laudato si'." Environmental
Humanities 8, no. 2 (2016): 270-276. doi:10.1215/22011919-3664387.
Handley, George B. "Laudato si' and the Postsecularism of the Environmental Humanities." Environmental
Humanities 8, no. 2 (2016): 277-284. doi:10.1215/22011919-3664396.
Latour, Bruno. "The Immense Cry Channeled by Pope Francis." Translated by Stephen Muecke. Environmental
Humanities 8, no. 2 (2016): 251-255. doi:10.1215/22011919-3664360.
Marovich, Beatrice. "Religious Biodiversity and Our Common Home." Environmental Humanities 8, no. 2 (2016):
285-290. doi:10.1215/22011919-3664405.
Northcott, Michael S."Economic Magical Thinking and the Divine Ecology of Love." Environmental Humanities 8,
no. 2 (2016): 263-269. doi:10.1215/22011919-3664378.

Related links: 

Website of the Encyclica 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.
html
Encyclical Letter “Laudato Si’” (PDF Version in English) 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-lau
dato-si_en.pdf
The Holy See (Official Website) 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
“Thoughts of a Lapsed Catholic Environmentalist. On Pope Francis’s Encyclical Letter “Laudato Si‘” by John Barry
(RCC Blog) 
http://seeingthewoods.org/tag/john-barry/
Szerszynski, Bronislaw. “Praise Be to You, Earth-Beings.” Environmental Humanities 8, no. 2 (2016): 291-297.
doi:10.1215/2201191 
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/praise-be-you-earth-beings

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/8061
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/8063
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/8068
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/8069
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/8062
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/8073
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/8064
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
http://seeingthewoods.org/tag/john-barry/
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/praise-be-you-earth-beings


Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ of the Holy Father Francis on Care for our Common Home
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7345
Print date: 21 February 2026 11:32:40

Websites linked in this text:

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-s
i.html

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-s
i.html

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html

