
Environmental Film Profiles (videos) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Black Ice: The Story of the Greenpeace Arctic 30
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7288
Print date: 16 October 2025 12:18:40

Multimedia Library Collection: Environmental Film Profiles (videos)

Black Ice: The Story of the Greenpeace Arctic 30

Van Rouveroy van Nieuwaal, Maarten. Black Ice. The Story of the Greenpeace Arctic 30. Amsterdam: Greenpeace
Productions, 2014. HD, 53 min. https://www.youtube.com/embed/ZnqN6AaFE_I.

When the Greenpeace ship Arctic Sunrise set sail to protest the first ever oil drilling in the Arctic
Ocean, none of the people on board could have known what was coming. Seized at gunpoint by
Russian special forces, the “Arctic 30” were thrust into headlines all over the world, facing up to
15 years in prison and finding themselves at the center of a bitter international dispute. A similar
protest the previous year at the same oil platform had seen the Greenpeace activists walk away
untouched. This time, the events that unfolded sent shockwaves across the world. With the eyes of
the world upon them, Russia charged the crew, from 18 different countries, with piracy and
hooliganism. It was the most ruthless response from a national government against an NGO in a
quarter of a century. Their imprisonment, which saw worldwide media cast the Arctic 30 in the
same mold as political prisoners like Pussy Riot and Mikhail Khodorkovsky, lasted months.
However, their resolve to try and stop oil drilling in the Arctic was never broken. (Source: Official
Film Website )

© 2014 Journeyman Pictures. Trailer used with permission.

This film is available at the Rachel Carson Center Library (RCC, 4th floor, Leopoldstrasse 11a, 80802 Munich)
for on-site viewing only. For more information, please contact library@rcc.lmu.de.
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Related links: 

Meet the Arctic 30 (Greenpeace International) 
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/campaigns/climate-change/arctic-impacts/Peace-Dove/Arctic-30/
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea Year 2013: The “Arctic Sunrise” Case (PDF) 
https://www.itlos.org/fileadmin/itlos/documents/cases/case_no.22/Order/C22_Ord_22_11_2013_orig_Eng.pdf
Bekenntnisse eines Öko-Terroristen [Confessions of an Eco-Terrorist] (Film Profile) 
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/bekenntnisse-eines-oeko-terroristen-confessions-eco-terrorist
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