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After Winter, Spring

Lit, Judith. After Winter, Spring. Oley, PA: Bullfrog Films, Inc, 2012. HD, 75 min.

In the Périgord region of southwest France, a rural community grapples with a profound question:
will it be the last generation of family farmers in a region continuously cultivated for over five
thousand years? After Winter, Spring is an intimate study of these French farmers as they struggle
with that issue. Shot over three years, the film captures the daily lives of Nanou, Guy and other
neighbors with deep roots in the Périgord. At their kitchen tables and in their fields, these family
farmers communicate a profound attachment to the land. But the film’s characters also share their
day-to-day challenges and their fears that small-scale operations such as theirs may be no match for
the multitude of 21st century threats. In an era of rapid growth of mega-farms, the encroachment
of suburbia, new European Union rules, and reductions of agricultural subsidies, these
farmers—young and old—are forced to confront challenges that threaten the very existence of
their small farms. (Source: Official Film Website )

© 2012 Bullfrog Films, Inc.Trailer used with permission.

This film is available at the Rachel Carson Center Library (RCC, 4th floor, Leopoldstrasse 11a, 80802 Munich)
for on-site viewing only. For more information, please contact library@rcc.lmu.de.
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Further readings: 

Breustedt, Gunnar, and Thomas Glauben. "Driving Forces Behind Exiting from Farming in Western Europe."
Journal of Agricultural Economics 58, no. 1 (2007): 115-127.
Demeulenaere, Elise. “Reclaiming the Seeds, Becoming ‘Peasants’: On-Farm Agrobiodiversity Conservation and the
Making of Farmers’ Collective Identity.” In “Fields and Forests: Ethnographic Perspectives on Environmental
Globalization,” edited by Daniel Münster, Ursula Münster, and Stefan Dorondel. Special issue, RCC Perspectives 5
(2012): 59–66.
Meunier, Sophie. "France, Globalization, and Global Protectionism." Paper presented at the conference “France in
Europe, Europe in France," Center for European Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge, 3-5 December, 1999.
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Related links: 

Farms in Périgord (Périgord Découverte) 
http://www.perigorddecouverte.com/Farm-produce.php
The Moo Man (Film Profile) 
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/moo-man
Andeer ist anders [There’s something different about Andeer] (Film Profile) 
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/andeer-ist-anders-theres-something-different-about-andeer
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