
Environmental Film Profiles (videos) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
When China Met Africa
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7238
Print date: 10 March 2026 11:01:30

Multimedia Library Collection: Environmental Film Profiles (videos)

When China Met Africa

Francis, Mark, and Nick Francis. When China Met Africa. Copenhagen: Speakit Films, 2010. HD, 90
min. https://vimeo.com/ondemand/whenchinametafrica/25025777.

A historic gathering of over 50 African heads of state in Beijing reverberates in Zambia where the
lives of three characters unfold. Mr Liu is one of thousands of Chinese entrepreneurs who have
settled across the continent in search of new opportunities. He has just bought his fourth farm and
business is booming. In northern Zambia, Mr Li, a project manager for a multinational Chinese
company is upgrading Zambia’s longest road. Pressure to complete the road on time intensifies
when funds from the Zambian government start running out. Meanwhile Zambia’s Trade
Minister is en route to China to secure millions of dollars of investment. Through the intimate
portrayal of these characters, the expanding footprint of a rising global power is laid
bare—pointing to a radically different future, not just for Africa, but also for the world. (Source:
Official Film Website )

 © 2010 Speakit Films. Trailer used with permission.
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Further readings: 

Michel, Serge, and Michel Beuret. China Safari: On the Trail of Beijing's Expansion in Africa. New York: Nation
Books, 2010.
Neyene A., et al. Biofuels, Land Grabbing and Food Security in Africa. London: Zed Books, 2011.
Shinn, David H., and Joshua Eisenman. China and Africa: A Century of Engagement. Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2012.
Zafar, Ali. "The Growing Relationship Between China and Sub-Saharan Africa: Macroeconomic, Trade,
Investment, and Aid Links." World Bank Research Observer 22, no. 1 (2007): 103–30.

Related links: 

Why Poverty? Stealing Africa (Film Profile) 

http://whenchinametafrica.com/story
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/multimedia/collection/environmental-films-project
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/4406/wbro_22_1_103.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/4406/wbro_22_1_103.pdf?sequence=1
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https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/why-poverty-stealing-africa
The China Africa Project (Information Resource) 
http://www.chinaafricaproject.com/
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