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The Human Scale

Dalsgaard, Andreas Møl. The Human Scale. Copenhagen: Final Cut for Real, 2013. HD, 83
min. https://youtu.be/BxywJRJVzJs.

Fifty percent of the world’s population lives in urban areas. By 2050 this figure is expected to
increase to eighty percent. The megacity is both enchanting and scary. But how do we plan these
cities in a way, which take human behavior into account? In the 20th century the struggle to
provide large numbers of people with proper housing, work spaces and transport led the
modernists to create gigantic systems of high-rise buildings, industrial estates and high ways. The
material gains are evident. What are the costs? Jan Gehl’s thesis is that basic human needs for
interaction, inclusion and intimacy was somewhat forgotten during this process. Today we face
peak oil, climate change and severe health issues due to our rapid growth. With an exploding
population we need to double our urban capacity within 30 years. Can people-oriented planning
be the solution? (Source: Official Film Website )

© 2013 Final Cut for Real. Trailer used with permission.

This film is available at the Rachel Carson Center Library (RCC, 4th floor, Leopoldstrasse 11a, 80802 Munich)
for on-site viewing only. For more information, please contact library@rcc.lmu.de.
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Further readings: 

Baier, Andrea, Christa Müller and Karin Werner.Stadt der Commonisten. Neue urbane Räume des Do it yourself
(The City of Commonists: New Urban Spaces of the Do-It-Yourself). Bielefeld: transcript Verlag, 2013.
Gehl, Jan. Life Between Buildings.Washington, DC: Island Press, 2006.
Lau, Arthur. "Masdar City: A Model of Urban Environmental Sustainability." Hentet 8, no. 10 (2012).
Talen, Emily. "Sense of Community and Neighbourhood Form: An Assessment of the Social Doctrine of New
Urbanism." Urban Studies 36, no. 8 (1999): 1361–79.

Related links: 

http://thehumanscale.dk/thefilm/
http://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/index.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/multimedia/collection/environmental-films-project
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6614
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6614
http://web.stanford.edu/group/journal/cgi-bin/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Lau_SocSci_2012.pdf
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Gehl - Making Cities for People 
http://gehlpeople.com/
Planning Sustainable Cities: Global Report on Human Settlements (UN-Habitat) 
http://cn.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/GRHS2009/GRHS.2009.pdf
Jeff Speck on “The Walkable City” (TED Talk) 
https://www.ted.com/talks/jeff_speck_the_walkable_city
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