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Castifeira, Delia and Christoph Corves. Das griine Gold der Inkas [Big Spuds, Little Spuds]. Kiel: DokuFaktur
Medienproduktion/Corves & Castineria GbR, 1998. BetaCam SP, 52 min.

Big Spuds, Little Spuds examines the impact of climate change and monoculture on one of the
world’s staple food crops. It takes a close look at the potato to examine the effects of climate
change and monoculture on one of the world’s staple food crops. With half the planet’s
population dependent on rice, wheat, potatoes, and corn, to what extent are pests and
disease—often exacerbated by climate change—threatening world food security? [...] The film
looks at traditional methods of potato farming where Andean families grow their own varieties,
practice crop rotation, and utilize a minimum of inputs. In sharp contrast is the industrial method
of production used in Idaho, and increasingly in Peru, where just a few high-yielding varieties are
grown, where soil fertility decreases, pesticides lose their effectiveness, and campesinos wind up
working as laborers on their own land. But there is a new pride in the old varieties of potatoes.
People are documenting the characteristics of different varieties in an attempt to preserve genetic
diversity, and with it perhaps world food security. (Source: Official Film Website )
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This film is available at the Rachel Carson Center Library (RCC, 4th floor, Leopoldstrasse 11a, 80802 Munich)
for on-site viewing only. For more information, please contact library@rcc.Imu.de.
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Perspectives 7 (2013): 67-72.

Related links:

The 3800 Difterent Types of Potatoes in Peru (LimaEasy)
http://www.limaeasy.com/peruvian-food-guide/typical-potatoes

Parque de la Papa - The Potato Park (An Indigenous Biocultural Heritage Area in Peru)
http://www.parquedelapapa.org/

The Thriving Biodiversity of Peru’s Potato Park (UNU)
https://ourworld.unu.edu/en/the-thriving-biodiversity-of-peru-potato-park

o Nicholas Wade. “Testing Links Potato Famine To an Origin In the Andes” (The New York Times)

http://www.nytimes.com/2001/06/07/world/testing-links-potato-famine-to-an-origin-in-the-andes.html

Websites linked in this text:
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o http://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/index.html
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