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The Carbon Rush

Miller, Amy. The Carbon Rush. Wattlington: Kinosmith, 2012. HD, 90 min. https://youtu.be/asBzPgFNspU.

Hundreds of hydroelectric dams in Panama. Incinerators burning garbage in India. Biogas
extracted from palm oil in Honduras. Eucalyptus forests harvested for charcoal in Brazil. What do
these projects have in common? They are all receiving carbon credits for offsetting pollution
created somewhere else. But what impact are these offsets having? Are they actually reducing
emissions? And what about the people and the communities where these projects have been set
up? The Carbon Rush takes us around the world to meet the people most impacted but least heard
in the cacophony surrounding this emerging “green-gold” multi-billion dollar carbon

industry. From indigenous rain forest dwellers having their way of life completely threatened, to
dozens of Campesinos assassinated, to the livelihood of waste pickers at landfills taken away, it
travels across four continents and brings us up close to projects working through the United
Nations-Kyoto Protocol designed Clean Development Mechanism. It reveals the true cost of
carbon trading and shows who stands to gain and who stands to lose. (Source: Official Film
Website )

© 2012 Carbon Rush Inc. Trailer used with permission.

This film is available at the Rachel Carson Center Library (RCC, 4th floor, Leopoldstrasse 11a, 80802 Munich)
for on-site viewing only. For more information, please contact library@rcc.Imu.de.

About the Environmental Film Profiles collection

Further readings:

o Agarwal, Anil, and Sunita Narain. Global Warming in an Unequal World: A Case of Environmental Colonialism.
New Delhi: Centre for Science and Environment, 1991.

e Freestone, David, and Charlotte Streck, eds. Legal Aspects of Carbon Trading: Kyoto, Copenhagen, and Beyond.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009.

o Lohmann, Larry. Carbon Trading: A Critical Conversation on Climate Change, Privatisation and Power. Uppsala:
Dag Hammarskjold Centre, 2006.
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¢ Montiel, Ivan, and Catherine Ramus. "When Are Corporate Environmental Policies a Form of Greenwashing?”
Business Society 44, no. 4 (2005): 377-414.

e Nellemann, C., and INTERPOL Environmental Crime Programme, eds. Green Carbon, Black Trade: Illegal
Logging, Tax Fraud and Laundering in the Worlds Tropical Forests. A Rapid Response Assessment. United Nations
Environment Programme. Arendal: GRID-Arendal, 2012.

Related links:

e Carbon Trade Watch
http://www.carbontradewatch.org/about-us.html

e Donald A. Brown. “Ethical Issues Raised by Carbon Trading”(PennState University)
http://rockethics.psu.edu/everyday-ethics/ethical-issues-raised-by-carbon-trading

o Carbon Retirement - An Alternative to Traditional Carbon Offsetting

http://www.carbonretirement.com/
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