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Leonid’s Story

Chernyavska, Tetyana, and Rainer Ludwigs. Leonid’s Story. Germany/Ukraine: Image-Building, 2011.
Animated, 19 min. https://youtu.be/CbcQL_IvH24.

A Soviet family searching for a modest paradise is swept into an immense disaster. This magical
animated film combines drawing, photography and documentary video to capture the surreal
emotions of the too-real tragedy—Chernobyl 1986. Leonid grew up in the village next to the
reactor. The catastrophe broke his life, ruined his health, and threatened his unborn child. Yet his
work takes him right into the contaminated zone. This animated film tells his story and
comprehends the development of this world disaster through the destiny of the protagonist and
his family. The small episodes reconstruct the emotional dimension of the tragedy: the children
who run to the burning reactor to get a look on the spectacular drama, the unsuspecting village
people in the surrounded area, the animals which remain behind after the evacuation, and the
helpless tries of mankind to eliminate the follows of the nuclear disaster, accompanied with the
faceless, communist Soviet system. After all there is a happy end—the triumph of life over the
catastrophe. (Source: Official Film Website )

© 2011 Image-Building. Trailer used with permission.

This film is available at the Rachel Carson Center Library (RCC, 4th floor, Leopoldstrasse 11a, 80802 Munich)
for on-site viewing only. For more information, please contact library@rcc.Imu.de.
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Further readings:

e Brown, Kate."Chernobyl Mono-Cropped.” In "Why Do We Value Diversity? Biocultural Diversity in a Global
Context," edited by Gary Martin, Diana Mincyte, and Ursula Miinster. Special issue, RCC Perspectives 9 (2012):
53-7.

o Hardenberg, Wilko Graf von. "Nuclear Power, No Thanks! The Aftermath of Chernobyl in Italy and the Nuclear
Power Referendum of 1987." Environment & Society Portal, Arcadia 2011, no. 3. Rachel Carson Center for

Environment and Society.
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o Kalmbach, Karena."Radiation and Borders: Chernobyl as a National and Transnational Site of Memory."” Global
Environment 11 (2013): 130-59.

o Mould, R.F. Chernobyl Record: The Definitive History of the Chernobyl Catastrophe. Philadelphia: IOP Publishing
Ltd., 2000.

o Vogt, Markus. "The Lessons of Chernobyl and Fukushima: An Ethical Evaluation."” In: "Europe after Fukushima:
German Perspectives on the Future of Nuclear Power," by Jens Kersten, Markus Vogt, and Frank Uekoetter. Special
issue, RCC Perspectives 1 (2012): 33-49.

Related links:

e Leonid Korzh on “I Remember Chernobyl.” (Video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch

o Chernobyl Children International
http://www.chernobyl-international.com/about-chernobyl/

e Metamorphosen (Film Profile)
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7366

e Die Wolke [The Cloud] (Film Profile)

https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/die-wolke-cloud
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