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Yasuni: Two Seconds of Life

Wild, Leonardo. Yasuni: Two Seconds of Life. Ecuador/USA/Austria: WildWorks Producciones, 2010. 16 mm,
90 min. https://youtu.be/7pUQYTX99z8.

Yasuní: Two Seconds of Life is about Ecuador’s President Rafael Correa’s unique suggestion to
leave the oil found in Yasuní national park “in the ground”and protect the rainforest. In return,
the industrialized countries are expected to make a contribution to the preservation of the planet’s
“green lungs”: in fact half of the price Ecuador would receive for the oil. This money will then be
used to finance sustainable energy projects, for the protection of the rainforest which holds the
world’s greatest bio-diversity as well as for the indigenous peoples living in the Yasuní-ITT
block.The documentary sheds light on this exceptional offer to the world community and lets
every party involved have a say, be it politicians, scientists, representatives of oil companies or
indigenous people. This extensive, partly disturbing picture is rounded out by a musical journey
through Ecuador. (Source: Official Film Website )

© 2010 Filmdelights. Trailer used with permission.

This film is available at the Rachel Carson Center Library (RCC, 4th floor, Leopoldstrasse 11a, 80802 Munich)
for on-site viewing only. For more information, please contact library@rcc.lmu.de.
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Further readings: 

Arsel, Murat. "'Stating' Nature’s Role in Ecuadorian Development: Civil Society and the Yasuní-ITT Initiative."
Journal of Developing Societies 28 (2012): 203–27.
Berros, María Valeria. “The Constitution of the Republic of Ecuador: Pachamama Has Rights.” Environment &
Society Portal, Arcadia 2015, no. 11. Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society.
Rival, Laura. "Ecuador's Yasuní-ITT Initiative: The Old and New Values of Petroleum." Ecological Economics 70,
no. 2 (2010): 358–65.

Related links: 

https://yasunimovie.wordpress.com/film-info/yasuni-two-seconds-of-life-synopsis/
http://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/index.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/multimedia/collection/environmental-films-project
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7131
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The Yasuní-ITT Initiative 
http://www.sosyasuni.org/en/
Adam Vaughan. “Ecuador signs permits for oil drilling in Amazon’s Yasuni national park.” (The Guardian) 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/may/23/ecuador-amazon-yasuni-national-park-oil-drill
A Future Without Oil (Film Profile) 
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/future-without-oil
Pachamama Alliance 
http://www.pachamama.org/advocacy/oil-free-amazon
Oil & Water (Film Profile) 
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/oil-water
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