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The ALARM began in 1991 as a revolutionary ecological news quarterly published by Earth First! groups active
in the northeastern United States, emphasizing news and direct actions significant to regional and indigneous
groups. The local Earth First! group Biodiversity Liberation Front EF! was its original publisher; issue 3 was the
first issue to be broadly circulated. The local group Big River EF! published issue 10, and Mass EF! published
issue 11. The Eastern North American Native Forest Network took over its annual publication with issue 12.

The Alarmists, eds., ALARM no. 4 (September 1992). Republished by the Environment & Society Portal,
Multimedia Library. http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7096.

This issue of the ALARM celebrates 500 years of indigenous resistance, for example with “Columbus sucks”
actions. Anne Petermann discusses voting rights and voting’s potential for change; Judi Bari brings good news
from the actions to save redwoods in northern California; Steve Taylor updates readers on the Shawnee forest in
southern Illinois; and Abbey Edwards writes on Native American land ethics:

However, what little I know of other places, such as Africa, New Zealand and Australia, it seems
clear that wherever you go, the Natives know what’s best for the land, and the white
European invaders know best how to destroy it. Why are the Natives so much smarter than the
whites? Is it genetic? Or is it experience? I hope it is experience, because then there is hope, and
because then I don’t have to hate myself. I don’t have answers, but I certainly have my opinions.
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—Abbey Edwards   

The original publication carries an anticopyright and antiprofit statement.

The Rachel Carson Center ’s Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly accessible for
purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials do not necessarily reflect the views or
positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners.

Download: 
The ALARM no. 4 https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/alarm_4_1.pdf

Further readings: 

Bari, Judi. Revolutionary Ecology: Biocentrism & Deep Ecology. Melville: Trees Foundation, 1998.
Lee, Martha. Earth First!: Environmental Apocalypse. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1995.
Merchant, Carolyn. Radical Ecology: The Search for a Livable World . London: Routledge, 1992.
Mies, Maria, and Vandana Shiva. Ecofeminism. London: Zed Books, 1993.

Related links: 

Earth First! Journal online (1999-present) 
http://earthfirstjournal.org/
“Radical Environmentalism’s Print History: From Earth First! to Wild Earth” by Bron Taylor 
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/radical-environmentalisms-print-history-earth-first-wild-earth
More about grassroots environmental movements on Bron Taylor’s blog 
http://www.brontaylor.com/
More about environmental movements on the Wilderness Society’s blog 
http://wilderness.org/blog
Earth First! and the Earth Liberation Front by Bron Taylor (PDF) 
http://www.religionandnature.com/ern/sample/Taylor,Bron--EF+ELF.pdf
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