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Black Out

Weber, Eva. Black Out. London: HSI, Animal Monday and Odd Girl Out Productions, 2012. HD, 47
min. https://vimeo.com/41361234.

Only about a fifth of Guinea’s people have access to electricity. And even these lucky few face
frequent power outages that last many hours. This is a disaster for the economy, but also for the
future of the country’s children. During the day, there is hardly any time to study, but in the
evenings there is no light to read by. This film makes a link between the inventiveness and
determination of the students and the changes taking place in the rest of GuineaWith few families
able to afford generators, children have discovered the international airport, petrol stations and
traffic roundabouts as unlikely places to revise. A good education is the only chance they have of
having a better future than their parents. So as soon as exam season arrives, they go out every
evening looking for light to study by, often walking for many miles in the middle of the night. A
literal and metaphorical journey towards enlightenment, Black Out shows the obstacles these
children have to overcome to achieve their dreams in one of the world’s poorest countries. With
their resourcefulness and determination acting as a metaphor for the country at large, the film asks
whether Guinea can at last fulfill its potential and secure a better future for its people. (Source:
Adapted from IDFA and DVD cover)

© 2012 Autlook Filmsales GmbH. Trailer used with permission.
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“Guinea: WB Supports Improved Electricity Access and Reliability for Families and Businesses” (Worldbank Press
Release) 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2014/07/03/guinea-wb-supports-improved-electricity-access-an
d-reliability-for-families-and-businesses
“School by Streetlight: Africa’s ‘Black Out’ Kids Seek the Power of Education” (takepart WORLD) 
http://www.takepart.com/article/2013/06/24/africa-black-out-kids-power-education
Streetlight Schools (South Africa) 
http://www.streetlightschools.org/
Africa Energy Outlook (International Energy Agency) 
https://www.iea.org/publications/freepublications/publication/africa-energy-outlook.html
Electricity in Sub-Saharan Africa 
https://www.stratfor.com/video/series-preview-electricity-sub-saharan-africa
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