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Water Makes Money

Franke, Leslie, and Lorenz, Herdolor. Water Makes Money. Hamburg: coop99, Kern Filmproduktion GmbH,
2010. HD, 82 min. https://youtu.be/ANsBNc3os6c.

Ten to fifteen years ago, a wave of privatization of water supply started, which has been continuing
since all over the world. The enduring consequences - such as slums cut off from the access to
clean water and dry faucets in London - are sufficiently known. Nowadays no one talks about
privatization, but about business concepts such as private public partnerships. The only thing that
counts here is the capital which “creates” the infrastructure through loans. However, in these days
of limited public finances, budgeting competence is as important as the technical mastering of
water management. Many communities however are risking being cheated by big corporate
groups. Water Makes Money is a documentary about the biggest water companies and the
resistance against them. It shows how the “money printing machines” of the companies work,
especially in France and in German cities like Berlin or Braunschweig. It also shows the lesson

affected municipalities have learned, namely that water in public hands is necessary and possible!
(Source: Official Film Website )

© 2010 coop99, Kern Filmproduktion GmbH. Trailer used with permission.

About the Environmental Film Profiles collection .

Further readings:

o Bakker, Karen J. “A Political Ecology of Water Privatization.” Studies in Political Economy. 70 (2003): 35-58.

o Barlow, Maude. Blue Future: Protecting Water for People and the Planet Forever. New York: The New Press, 2014.

o Budds, Jessica, and Gordon McGranahan. “Are the Debates on Water Privatization Missing the Point? Experiences
from Africa, Asia and Latin America.” Environment and Urbanization 15, no. 2 (2003): 87-114.

o Kneitz, Agnes, and Marc Landry, eds. “On Water: Perceptions, Politics, Perils.” Special issue, RCC Perspectives 2
(2012).

e Snitow, Alan, and Deborah Kaufman, with Michael Fox. Thirst: Fighting the Corporate Theft of Our Water. San
Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2007.
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Related links:

e John Vidal. “Water Privatisation: A Worldwide Failure?” (The Guardian)
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/jan/30/water-privatisation-worldwide-failure-lagos-world
-bank

e “Top 10 Reasons to Oppose Water Privatization” (Public Citizen)
https://www.citizen.org/documents/ Top10-Reasons ToOppose WaterPrivatization.pdf

o Tapped (Film Profile)
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/tapped

o Wasser Unterm Hammer [H20 Up For Sale] (Film Profile)
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/wasser-unterm-hammer-h2o-sale

e Flow: For Love of Water (Film Profile)
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/flow-love-water

e Thirst (Film Profile)
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/thirst

e Divide in Concord (Film Profile)

https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/divide-concord

Websites linked in this text:

o http://www.watermakesmoney.com/en/

o https://www.environmentandsociety.org/multimedia/collection/environmental-films-project
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