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McKibben, Bill. Deep Economy: The Wealth of Communities and the Durable Future. New York: Holt, Henry &
Company, Inc., 2007.

Masterfully crafted, deeply thoughtful and mind-expanding… An incisive critique of the unintended consequences
of our growth-oriented economy.
—The Los Angeles Times



Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Deep Economy: The Wealth of Communities and the Durable Future
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6690
Print date: 28 April 2026 18:33:25

In his powerful and provocative manifesto, Bill McKibben offers the biggest challenge in a generation to the
prevailing view of our economy. For the first time in human history, he observes, “more” is no longer
synonymous with “better”—indeed, for many of us, they have become almost opposites. McKibben puts
forward a new way to think about the things we buy, the food we eat, the energy we use, and the money that pays
for it all. Our purchases, he says, need not be at odds with the things we truly value.

McKibben’s animating idea is that we need to move beyond “growth” as the paramount economic ideal and
pursue prosperity in a more local direction, with cities, suburbs, and regions producing more of their own food,
generating more of their own energy, and even creating more of their own culture and entertainment. He shows
this concept blossoming around the world with striking results, from the burgeoning economies of India and
China to the more mature societies of Europe and New England. For those who worry about environmental
threats, he offers a route out of the worst of those problems; for those who wonder if there isn’t something more
to life than buying, he provides the insight to think about one’s life as an individual and as a member of a larger
community.

McKibben offers a realistic, if challenging, scenario for a hopeful future. As he so eloquently shows, the more we
nurture the essential humanity of our economy, the more we will recapture our own. (Text adapted from Bill
McKibben’s website .)

Related links: 

Bill McKibbens website 
http://www.billmckibben.com/index.html
“Deep Economy” Chapter One: After Growth 
http://www.billmckibben.com/deep-economy-excerpt.html
Bill McKibben: “Report from the Front Line of the Climate Fight” (video talk) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch
The 2014 Right Livelihood Awards Acceptance speech by Bill McKibben 
http://www.rightlivelihood.org/fileadmin/Files/PDF/2014_Ceremony_speeches/Bill_McKibben_speech.pdf
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