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Most businesses still operate according to a world view that hasn’t changed since the start of the Industrial



Books & Profiles Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Natural Capitalism: Creating the Next Industrial Revolution
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6670
Print date: 12 June 2026 02:56:30

Revolution. Then, natural resources were abundant and labor was the limiting factor of production. But now,
there’s a surplus of people, while natural capital—natural resources and the ecological systems that provide vital
life-support services—is in decline and relatively expensive.

The Next Industrial Revolution, like the first one, will be a response to changing patterns of scarcity. It will
create upheaval, but more importantly, it will create opportunities. Businesses must adjust to these new realities.

Innovative companies are already doing just that. They’re profiting and gaining decisive competitive
advantage—and their leaders and employees are feeling better about what they do, too. They’re in the vanguard
of a new business model: natural capitalism. (Text from the Natural Capitalism website )

 

 

Related links: 

Book Excerpts and Downloadable Chapters 
http://www.natcap.org/sitepages/pid20.php
Review by Steven Marx for “Books at High Noon,” at Cal Poly University, San Luis Obispo (2001) 
http://cola.calpoly.edu/~smarx/Nature/NatCap/natcap.html
Natural Capitalism website 
http://www.natcap.org/
“A Roadmap for Natural Capitalism” reprinted from the Harvard Business Review (1999) 
http://www.natcap.org/images/other/HBR-RMINatCap.pdf
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