Multimedia Library Collection: Art & Graphics
Linotype

Reh, Eric

Daily newspapers allowed news to circulate more
widely and rapidly than ever before. They transformed
political communications and encouraged critical self-
reflection within societies. Citizens came to depend on
up-to-date news reports that broadened their horizons
beyond their own breadth of experience. They began
demanding the right to free speech without
persecution. They placed value on being enlightened
and well informed in order to act responsibly—a trend
that continues to this day.

Today, thanks to the Internet, news spreads
instantaneously throughout the world. Consequently,
every individual in the Anthropocene may be held
accountable for contributing to a sustainable future on
this planet. Discussion forums and worldwide petitions
and calls for political action have significantly enabled
an individual’s ability to be involved personally.

The Eighth Wonder of the World: Linotype

Text and images by Eric Reh
University of the Arts (UdK), Berlin

Environment & Society Portal

Linotype machine by Ottmar Mergenthaler, Inv.-Nr.: 1965/76383
Eric Reb

Drawn by Eric Reb , 2014.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International
License .

Art & Graphics Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal

Linotype
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6639
Print date: 11 March 2026 12:59:16


http://www.deutsches-museum.de/sammlungen/meisterwerke/meisterwerke-iv/linotype/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:hello@ericreh.de?subject=Anthropocene%20Milestones%3A%20Linotype%20Hell

DAS ACHTE WELTWUNDER
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AUFGRUND VoN ENTHULLUNGEN ZWEIER JOVRNALISTEN DER
WASHINGTON POST MUss DER 33 PRASIDENT DER USA,
RICHARD NIXON, AM 3. AUGUST A934 ZURUCKTRETEN.

The Eighth Wonder of the World
“On August 8,1974, Richard Nixon abdicated his position as the
37th President of the United States after two journalists working

for the Washington Post revealed a scandal.”
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DIE PRESSEFREIHEIT FZIERT IHREN ERFOLG!
SO ETWAS HATTE £€S NOCH NIE GEGEBSEN...
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The great success of the “Freedom of the Press” is celebrated like

never before.
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DASS DIE ZEITUNGY $0 EINEN GROSSEN GESELLSCHAFTLICHEN

EINFLUSS GEWONNEN HATTE, VERDANKEN WIR EINER ERFINDUN &
VON A83C, DI€ THOMAS EDISON ALS DAS.ACHTE WELTWUNDER"
BERZEICHNETE - OTTMAR M ERGENTHALERS LINOTYPE SETZMASCHINE,

It was thanks to Ottmar Mergentahler’s Linotype Typesetting
machine—an invention of 1886 that Thomas Edison declared the
“Eight Wonder of the World”—that newspapers became such a

huge success in society.
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DIE BUCHSTABEN MVSSTEN NICHT MEHR & INTELN PER HAND
GESETIT, SONDERN £S5 KONNTEN GANZE TEILEN UBER
EINE TASTATUR EINGEGEBEN WERDEN.DAS BESCHLEUNIGTE
DEN HERSTELLUNGSPROZESS UM EIN VIELFACHES.
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The letters no longer had to be placed individually by hand.
Instead, entire lines could be typed in using a keyboard. This sped

up the production process immensely.

i MG

MHD

Drawn by Eric Reb , 2014. This work is
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-

NoDerivatives 4.0 International License .

Art & Graphics Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal

Linotype
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6639
Print date: 11 March 2026 12:59:16


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

AUCH DIE PRODUKTION VON BUCHERN STIEG RASANT AN.
WISSEN WAR NICHT MEMR DAS PRIVILEG EINER KLEINEN
GRUPPE SONDERN WURDE ALLGEMEIN ZUGANGLICH.
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SicH INNERHALE KURTESTER TEIT, UND DIE PRINTMEDIEN WURDEN
VR DAMALS WICHTIGSTEN INFORMATIONSGUELLE DER WELT.

The number of newspaper editions published nearly exploded! The production of books also increased tremendously quickly. No
News spread in no time, and printed media became the most longer was knowledge the privilege of only a small group of
important source of information in the world. people—it became accessible to all.
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ALS UNBEDACHTER NEBENEFFEKT FIELEN NACH UND NAcCH IN DEN A1SOER DAHREN BEGANN DIE NEVE TECHNIK,
GANZE WALDGEBIETE DER PAPIERPRODUKTION UM OPFEZR. DER FOTOSATZ,DIE LINOTYPE AUS DEN DRUCKEREIEN

UND DEN VERLAGSHAUSERN ZU VERDRANGEN. ATH6
WURDE DIE PRODUKTION ENDGULTIG EINGESTELLT.
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An unforeseen side effect though, was that entire forests fell victim  In the 1950s, a new technique, phototypesetting, started to replace
to the process of paper production. linotype in publishing houses. By 1976, the linotype production

process had been completely discontinued.
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Artist’s comment:

It was a rewarding experience for me, both in an informative and a creative sense, to research and work on this
fascinating machine and its influence on the media landscape and world affairs. I discovered ink drawing as a new
drawing technique. The strong black-and-white contrast fits very well with the theme of typography.
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The comic also appears in Alexandra Hamann, Reinhold Leinfelder, Helmuth Trischler, and Henning
Wagenbreth, eds., Anthropozin — 30 Meilensteine auf dem Weg in ein neues Erdzeitalter. Eine Comic-Anthologie
(Munich: Deutsches Museum, 2014).
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Further readings:

o Sources and Literature for the Anthropocene Milestone Comics

Related links:

e Welcome to the Anthropocene. The Earth in Our Hands. Special exhibition at the Deutsches Museum
http://www.deutsches-museum.de/en/exhibitions/special-exhibitions/archive/2015/anthropocene/

o Welcome to the Anthropocene. The Earth in Our Hands. Virtual exhibition on the Environment & Society Portal
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6354

¢ Linotype Machine (Encyclopadia Britannica)
http://www.britannica.com/technology/Linotype

o Celebrating Linotype, 125 Years Since Its Debut (The Atlantic)
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2011/05/celebrating-linotype-125-years-since-its-debut/238968/

¢ Comic-Anthology, Deutsches Museum Website

http://www.deutsches-museum.de/sammlungen/entdecken/comics/
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‘Websites linked in image captions:
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