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We humans depend on the ocean, the performance of
its ecosystems, and its biological diversity. When
Jacques Piccard started his first deep-sea expedition in

1960, the world’s oceans still seemed healthy and clean.

Human impact on the oceans due to industrialization
was not yet obvious, and no one realized that it would
increase continuously and eventually reach a critical
mass. To bring it to a point: The oceans are too acidic,
the sea levels too high; they are too warm, too empty
and too dirty. Oceans may be vast, but the fishing
industry, oil and natural gas production, raw material
extraction, shipping, tourism and the military have all
put a strain on them. We all take from the ocean but
give nothing in return. On the water, we continue to
behave as hunters and gatherers, only this time using
twenty-first century technology.
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Anfang 1960 machten sich Jacques Piccard und
Don Walsh zum tiefsten Punkt des Meeres auf.
Die Trieste sollte ihnen diesen Traum erfiillen.

Project Nekton

At the beginning of 1960, Jacques Piccard and John Walsh set out
on a journey to the deepest point in the ocean. The Trieste would
help make this dream of theirs a reality.
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23.01.,1960 7.30 Uhr

.Die Tiefsee ist {iberhaupt noch nicht richtig
erforscht. Sie ist wie ein fremder Planet auf
der Erde.“ ,Was uns dort unten wohl erwartet?“

January 23, 1960, 7:30 a.m.

“The deep sea hasn’t been properly explored yet. It’s like another
planet, right here on Earth.”

“What awaits us down there?”
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9.26 Uhr, -1.280 Meter

Sie sinken. Plétzlich: ,Jacques schau, es dringt
Wasser ein!*“ ,Das ist nicht so schlimm. Der
steigende Druck wird das Leck wieder abdichten.*

9:26 a.m., 1,260 meters
They go towards the bottom. Suddenly: “Jacques, look, water’s

coming in!” “Don’t worry. The increasing pressure will stop the
leak.”
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»Ob es dort unten Fische gibt?“ ,Seegurken und
Borstenwiirmer hat man schon aus -10.000 Metern
hoch geholt - aber von Fischen keine Spur.“

“Are there any fish down there?”
“People have caught sea cucumbers and bristle worms at depths of

-10,000 meters—but there’s no trace of fish.”
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»Ich sehe wirklich gar nichts da drauBen. AuBer
schwarz. Schdnstes, tiefstes Tiefseeschwarz.“
w.Hier unten ist noch nie ein Mensch gewesen!“

“I don’t see anything out there. Except for black. The most
beautiful, profound, deep-sea black.”

“No human has ever been here before.”
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12.56 Uhr, -10.839 Meter

»Er ist da, Jacques! Anscheinend haben wir
den Grund gefunden!®“ ,Oh ja, ich kann ihn durch
die Luke sehen. Wir haben es geschafft!“

12:56 p.m., -10,839 meters
“There it is, Jacques! It looks like we’ve hit bottom.”

“Oh yes, I can see it through the porthole! We did it!”
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" LEBEN IN DER TIEFSEE - |
FISCH AUF MINUS 1. nno' 'I{IIE,%‘E"RI

13.06 Uhr, -10.916 Me

:¢ Jacques Piccard, Augugt T
»Ein Plattfisch! Ca. 30 cm lang und 15 cm breit. FAM"-'E PIEIHIIII] Bnlﬂll'l'ﬂl"éll'i'n
Mit runden Augen!!!“ ,Selbst am tiefsten Punkt

der Erde gibt es noch hochentwickelte Fische!*

EN REKORD!

1:06 p.m., -10,916 meters Daily Paper: January 24, 1960

“A flatfish! About 30 cm long and 15 cm wide. With round eyes!” Life in the Deep Sea—A Flatfish at minus 11,000 Meters! The
“Even at the deepest place on Earth there are highly developed Piccard Family breaks another record!

fish!”
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Artist’s comments:

Through the examination of the history of the bathysphere and its relevance for the Anthropocene, it became
clear that our seas and oceans need to be researched more thoroughly. If we had known more about the oceans,
some decisions concerning the protection of the oceans may have turned out differently and we would not have
damaged the oceans through overfishing, trash, and other things.
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The comic also appears in Alexandra Hamann, Reinhold Leinfelder, Helmuth Trischler, and Henning
Wagenbreth, eds., Anthropozin — 30 Meilensteine auf dem Weg in ein neues Erdzeitalter. Eine Comic-Anthologie
(Munich: Deutsches Museum, 2014).

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International

Art & Graphics Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Oceanography

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6638

Print date: 08 April 2026 00:48:11


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

License .

Further readings:

o Sources and Literature for the Anthropocene Milestone Comics

Related links:

o Welcome to the Anthropocene. The Earth in Our Hands. Special exhibition at the Deutsches Museum
http://www.deutsches-museum.de/en/exhibitions/special-exhibitions/archive/2015/anthropocene/

o Welcome to the Anthropocene. The Earth in Our Hands. Virtual exhibition on the Environment & Society Portal
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6354

e Comic-Anthology, Deutsches Museum Website

http://www.deutsches-museum.de/sammlungen/entdecken/comics/

Websites linked in image captions:

o http://www.deutsches-museum.de/de/information/jugend-im-museum/erfinderpfad/forschen/tauchkugel/
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