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Humans dominate nature. Within only a few thousand
years, humanity has claimed a key position for itself in
nature. We have created a network composed of
billions of individuals, as well as an all-new global
ecological system. Humankind would not have come
this far without technology. The development of
specific instruments that aid in the mastery of life has
led to the creation of artificial intelligence—soon
maybe humans will also be replaceable.

The idea of the Anthropocene attempts to erase the

dualism of (good) nature versus (evil) humans and

their technology. Instead, it describes the nature- Hermes robot
culture-technology society as one integrated and Daniela David-Spickermann
complex system. In turn, every individual, not just Drawn by Daniela David-Spickermann , 2014.
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Hermes looks after a patient: Robotics

Text and images by Daniela David-Spickermann
University of the Arts (UdK), Berlin
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EIN PFLEGEFALL FUR HERMES

DANKE FUR DEN KAFFEE,
HERMES. BRING BITTE NOCH
ETWAS ZUM UMRUHREN!

Hermes Takes Care of a Patient

“Thanks for the coffee, Hermes. Could you bring me something to

stir it with, please?”
Drawn by Daniela David-Spickermann , 2014.
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KEIN RUHRGERAT! DU HAST DOCH NICHT
MEHR ALLE TASSEN IM SCHRANK!

“No, not an electric mixer! You must have a screw loose!” (Literal

translation: “You don’t have all of your cups in the cupboard!”)
Drawn by Daniela David-Spickermann , 2014.
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons
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4 KAFFEETASSEN, &4 TEETASSEN,
2. SUPPENTASSEN - ALLES DA}

“4 coftee cups, 4 tea cups, 2 soup cups—they’re all there!”

Drawn by Daniela David-Spickermann , 2014.
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ICH HAB'S GEWUSST. IHR ROBOTER
WERDET DEM MENSCHEN A.IIEMALS
DAS WASSER REICHEN KONNEN.

“Iknew it. You robots will never have anything on humans.”
(Literal translation: “You robots will never be able to hand a human

water.”)
Drawn by Daniela David-Spickermann , 2014.
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DAS WASSER REICHEN?
DAS WASSER REICHEN!

7

ICH WERD HIER |* NOTARZT WIRD
* | NOLH VERRULKT! 1 VERSTANDIGT!

“Hand a human water? Hand a human water!” Woman: “I'm going to go crazy!”

. o Hermes: “Now notifying on-call doctor.”
Drawn by Daniela David-Spickermann , 2014. ’
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Hermes: “Calling emergency medical services!”

Drawn by Daniela David-Spickermann , 2014.

License .

HERMES! 1CH WILL DICH NICHT MEHR
SEHEN. MACH 'NEN ABFLUG!

“Hermes! I never want to see you again. Now buzz off!” Drawn by Daniela David-Spickermann , 2014.
Drawn by Daniela David-Spickermann , 2014. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons
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Artist’s comment:

Prior to this project, I had not given much attention to topics relating to robotics and was not aware that the
implementation of robots in many areas is no longer just a thing of the distant future. Bit by bit, robots are taking
over complex tasks previously carried out by humans. But are we really so easily replaced? At least in the area of
communication, it seems that robots still have a long way to go.

Translator’s comment:

This comic depicts a robot, Hermes, taking on the role of a human caretaker. But there’s a serious problem: the
patient speaks in idioms that Hermes was not programmed to understand. Much to the patient’s frustration,
Hermes takes everything she says literally, which causes misunderstandings to arise. I provided both loose
translations that describe the actual meaning behind the German idiom, as well as literal translations that match
the illustrations.

How to cite

David-Spickermann, Daniela. “Robotics.” Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library, 2014.
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The comic also appears in Alexandra Hamann, Reinhold Leinfelder, Helmuth Trischler, and Henning
Wagenbreth, eds., Anthropozéin - 30 Meilensteine auf dem Weg in ein neues Erdzeitalter. Eine Comic-Anthologie
(Munich: Deutsches Museum, 2014).
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Further readings:

o Sources and Literature for the Anthropocene Milestone Comics

Related links:

o Welcome to the Anthropocene. The Earth in Our Hands. Special exhibition at the Deutsches Museum
http://www.deutsches-museum.de/en/exhibitions/special-exhibitions/archive/2015/anthropocene/

o Welcome to the Anthropocene. The Earth in Our Hands. Virtual exhibition on the Environment & Society Portal
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https://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6354
e Robotics: A Brief History (Stanford University)
http://cs.stanford.edu/people/eroberts/courses/soco/projects/1998-99/robotics/history.html
¢ Comic-Anthology, Deutsches Museum Website

http://www.deutsches-museum.de/sammlungen/entdecken/comics/

‘Websites linked in image captions:

o http://www.deutsches-museum.de/ausstellungen/naturwissenschaft/neue-technologien/robotik/?sword_list[]=h

ermes&sword_list[]=roboter&no_cache=1
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