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Slat, Boyan, "How the Oceans Can Clean Themselves”

Slat, Boyan. “How the Oceans Can Clean Themselves.” Filmed October 2012 at TEDxDelft. TEDx Talks video,
11:21. Posted October 2012. https://youtu.be/ROW9F-cOkIQ.

Eighteen-year-old Boyan Slat combines environmentalism, entrepreneurism and technology to
tackle global issues of sustainability. After diving in Greece, and coming across more plastic bags
than fish, he wondered; “why can’t we clean this up?” While still being on secondary school, he
then decided to dedicate half a year of research to understand plastic pollution and the problems
associated with cleaning it up. This ultimately led to his passive clean-up concept, which he
presented at TEDxDelft 2012. Working to prove the feasibility of his concept, Boyan Slat
currently gives lead to a team of approximately 50 people, and temporarily quit his Aerospace
Engineering study to completely focus his efforts on The Ocean Cleanup. (Source: TEDx Talks )

In the spirit of ideas worth spreading, TEDx is a program of local, self-organized events that bring people
together to share a TED-like experience. At a TEDx event, TEDTalks video and live speakers combine to spark
deep discussion and connection in a small group. These local, self-organized events are branded TEDx, where x =
independently organized TED event. The TED Conference provides general guidance for the TEDx program,
but individual TEDx events are self-organized.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License .

Related links:

o The Ocean Cleanup
http://www.theoceancleanup.com/
o Gyre: Creating Art From a Plastic Ocean (Film Profile)

https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/gyre-creating-art-plastic-ocean

Websites linked in this text:

Environmental TED Talks (videos) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Slat, Boyan, "How the Oceans Can Clean Themselves”

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6475

Print date: 18 March 2026 21:20:22


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROW9F-c0kIQ&t=1s
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.theoceancleanup.com/
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/mml/gyre-creating-art-plastic-ocean

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROW9F-cOkIQ&amp;t=1s

Environmental TED Talks (videos) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
Slat, Boyan, "How the Oceans Can Clean Themselves"

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6475

Print date: 18 March 2026 21:20:22


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROW9F-c0kIQ&amp;t=1s

