Environment & Society Portal

Multimedia Library Collection: Environmental Values (journal)

"To Value Functions or Services? An Analysis of Ecosystem Valuation

Approaches”

Ansink, Erik, Lars Heim, and Knut Per Hasund

Ansink, Erik, Lars Heim, and Knut Per Hasund. “T'o Value Functions or Services? An Analysis of Ecosystem
Valuation Approaches.” Environmental Values 17, no. 4 (2008): 489-503. doi:10.3197/096327108X368502 .

Monetary valuation of ecosystem services is a widely used approach to quantify the benefits
supplied by the natural environment to society. An alternative approach is the monetary valuation
of ecosystem functions, which is defined as the capacity of the ecosystem to supply services. Using
two European case-study areas, this paper explores the relative advantages of the two valuation
approaches. This is done using a conceptual analysis, a qualitative application, and an overall
comparison of both approaches. It is concluded that both approaches can be defended on
theoretical grounds, and—if properly applied—will provide the same value estimates. However,
valuation of ecosystem services is preferred from a practical point of view. Because there is no one-
to-one match between functions and services, researchers should be consistent in their valuation
approach. To avoid overlooking or overlapping of values, valuation should either be solely based
on functions, or solely based on services.

— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 2008 The White Horse Press

Download:
PDF:

https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_17no.4_ansink_erik_lars_heim__knut_per_hasu

nd.pdf
Related links:

e Article on the official website
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1726.html
e The White Horse Press

Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"To Value Functions or Services? An Analysis of Ecosystem Valuation Approaches”

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6050

Print date: 01 August 2025 15:51:19


http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327108X368502
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1726.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_17no.4_ansink_erik_lars_heim__knut_per_hasund.pdf
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_17no.4_ansink_erik_lars_heim__knut_per_hasund.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1726.html

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

o http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327108X368502
o http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1726.html

Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"To Value Functions or Services? An Analysis of Ecosystem Valuation Approaches”

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6050

Print date: 01 August 2025 15:51:19


http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327108X368502
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1726.html

