Environment & Society Portal

Multimedia Library Collection: Environmental Values (journal)

"Nature (and Politics)”

Dobson, Andrew

Dobson, Andrew. “Nature (and Politics).” Environmental Values 17, no. 2 (2008):
285-301.d0i:10.3197/096327108X303891 .

This paper addresses the leitmotif of Alan Holland’s work, which is argued here to be a defence of
the existence and worth of nonhuman nature. Definitions of politics have always depended on the
idea of nature as a contrasting non-political realm, usually turning on the centrality of speech.
Referencing the work of Aristotle, Kant and Bentham, I suggest that the instability of the
distinction between the human and the nonhuman means that politics, as “thing and activity,”
must itself be unstable. The question of whether there can be a politics without nature is explored
through an analysis of the work of Latour, and the conclusion is reached that listening may well be

just as important as speaking.
— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 2008 The White Horse Press

Download:

PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_17no0.2_dobson_andrew.pdf
Related links:

e Article on the official website
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1715.html
e The White Horse Press

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

e http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327108X303891
o http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1715.html

Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"Nature (and Politics)"

Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6036

Print date: 17 January 2026 11:29:38


http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327108X303891
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1715.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_17no.2_dobson_andrew.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1715.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327108X303891
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1715.html

