
Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"How Much is that Ecosystem in the Window? The One with the Bio-diverse Trail"
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6035
Print date: 18 March 2026 12:42:40

Multimedia Library Collection: Environmental Values (journal)

"How Much is that Ecosystem in the Window? The One with the Bio-diverse
Trail"

Spash, Clive L.

Spash, Clive L. “How Much is that Ecosystem in the Window? The One with the Bio-diverse Trail.”
Environmental Values 17, no. 2 (2008): 259–84. doi:10.3197/096327108X303882 .

Ecosystems are increasingly characterised as goods and services to allow their valuation in monetary
terms. This follows an orthodox economic approach to environmental values, but is also being
undertaken by ecologists and conservation biologists. There then appears a lack of clarity and
debate as to the model of human behaviour, specific values and decision process being adopted.
Arguments for ecosystems service valuation are critically appraised and the case for a model leading
to value pluralism is presented. The outcome is to identify the need for value articulating processes
which involve open deliberative judgment rather than instantaneously stated preferences,
concealed expert opinion and global cost-benefit analysis.
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