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Environmental thinkers sympathetic to Buddhism sometimes reason as follows: (1) A holistic view
of the world, according to which humans are regarded as being ‘one’ with nature, will necessarily
engender environmental concern; (2) the Buddhist teaching of ‘emptiness’ represents such a view;
therefore (3) Buddhism is an environmentally-friendly religion. In this paper, I argue that the first
premise of this argument is false (a holistic view of the world can be reconciled with a markedly
eco-unfriendly attitude) as is the second (in speaking of emptiness, Buddhist thinkers are not
proposing an “ecological” conception of the world). Yet the conclusion is, I suggest, true:
Buddhism is in certain respects environmentally-friendly, not for the reasons cited above, but
because of the view, encapsulated in its teachings and practices, that certain dispositions to treat
the natural environment well are an integral part of human well-being.
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