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Environmental thinkers sympathetic to Buddhism sometimes reason as follows: (1) A holistic view
of the world, according to which humans are regarded as being ‘one’ with nature, will necessarily
engender environmental concern; (2) the Buddhist teaching of ‘emptiness’ represents such a view;
therefore (3) Buddhism is an environmentally-friendly religion. In this paper, I argue that the first
premise of this argument is false (a holistic view of the world can be reconciled with a markedly
eco-unfriendly attitude) as is the second (in speaking of emptiness, Buddhist thinkers are not
proposing an “ecological” conception of the world). Yet the conclusion is, I suggest, true:
Buddhism is in certain respects environmentally-friendly, not for the reasons cited above, but
because of the view, encapsulated in its teachings and practices, that certain dispositions to treat
the natural environment well are an integral part of human well-being.
— Text from The White Horse Press website

All rights reserved. © 2007 The White Horse Press

Download: 
PDF: https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_16no.4_james_simon_p.pdf

Related links: 

Article on the official website 
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1621.html
The White Horse Press 
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/

Websites linked in this text:

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327107X243231
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1621.html
https://www.environmentandsociety.org/sites/default/files/key_docs/ev_16no.4_james_simon_p.pdf
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1621.html
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/


Environmental Values (journal) Collection, Multimedia Library, Environment & Society Portal
"Against Holism: Rethinking Buddhist Environmental Ethics"
Source URL: http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6014
Print date: 18 July 2025 19:08:42

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327107X243231

http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1621.html

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327107X243231
http://www.erica.demon.co.uk/EV/EV1621.html

